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L

ancaster University and the
Lancaster City Council have
recently drafted a memorandum
which marks the beginning of a new
Science Park development, set to be
built on a greenﬁeld site adjacent to the
University campus.
The document which is available for public viewing
on the internet, shows the Science Park’s aim is
to become an internationally recognised Centre
of Excellence, whilst improving the retention of
graduate students to the area. This issue of local
graduate recruitment has, in the past, acted as a
hindrance for Lancaster in the national University
league tables.
However, the prospect of graduate jobs will come
at a cost to the local green environment, as more
of the local countryside will be swallowed up by
the development.
Professor Paul Wellings, Vice-Chancellor of
Lancaster University said: “This partnership is of

great importance to the local and regional economy.
It builds links with the University’s major centres of
expertise in information technology, environmental
research, business leadership and enterprise
development, in creating opportunities for the
University’s cutting edge research, consultancy and
other services to beneﬁt businesses of all sizes.
“This is a key strategic project for the city,
University, and wider sub-region” added Lancaster
City Councillor Abbott Bryning. “The University is
already one of the most signiﬁcant factors in our
local economy, and has the potential to contribute
even more by acting as the focus for development
of new, knowledge-based businesses. Development
of the Science Park will achieve this and stimulate
even more economic growth into the future.”
Mark Hughes, North West Development Agency
(NWDA) Executive Director for Enterprise,
Innovation and Skills, said: “The Bailrigg site has
been identiﬁed as a Strategic Regional Site in the
important Northwest Regional Economic Strategy,
launched earlier this year. The Memorandum
of Understanding is an important next step and
establishing market demand for the scheme will be
vital in the development of the project.”

It is believed that the City Council would actually
purchase and own the site, whilst the University
would be paramount in providing the expertise
necessary for both the research and development
which would be carried out.
Should the Council’s cabinet approve the
development, both the University and the City
Council will formalise the arrangement by signing
a contract in which they would agree to co-create
the centre. If this is successful, a management board
will be created, consisting of representatives from
the Lancaster City Council, Lancaster University
and the Northwest Regional Development Agency,
in order to steer the project.
Building work is expected to commence towards
the end of 2007, when it is believed that access
roads and infrastructure developments will take
place in order to prepare the 20-acre-site for
further work.
Subject to approval by the NWDA, the next stage
of work will involve a feasibility study, detailed
design and market testing, to gauge likely demand
and the cost of building the innovation centre. A
ﬁrm decision to the development is expected in
spring next year.
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A

recent oversight in the law by
a group of Lancaster students
almost saw them arrested
after exiting a taxi outside the Liquid
nightclub in Lancaster.
Two ﬁrst year students from County College
entered what they believe to have been an 848848 taxi, before being beckoned out by a group
of friends who had spotted the free bus. By law,
anyone who enters a taxi licensed with Lancaster
City Council is legally bound to pay a minimum
fare of £2.20 even if the taxi does not actually
move off. The Lancaster City Council Hackney
Carriage Table of Fares states that “If the distance
(travelled) does not exceed 1320 yards for the
whole journey”, the amount payable to the taxi
driver is £2.20.
Upon their arrival back on campus, the students
in question were confronted by the Lancashire
Police. The taxi driver in question had contacted
the police and followed the bus back to the
University underpass.
There, the students were threatened with arrest
should they refuse to pay an outstanding fare
of £3.40. When the situation regarding the fare
was explained to the students, they expressed
that they had no idea that they were subject to
a charge should the taxi not move, “I did not for
an instant believe that we were liable to pay any
sort of charge” said one of the students.
Having avoided arrest through paying the fare,
the other student remarked upon the illogical

U

nature of the taxi driver’s pursuit of the bus
back to campus. “Although we are now aware
that we did in fact have to pay the driver, why on
earth did he go to the effort of chasing us back
to campus. He said that in the time it had taken
him to get here he could have made twenty quid.

We now realise we were deﬁnitely in the wrong,
but to get the police involved was a total overreaction.”
The incident has raised concerns regarding the
driver in question wasting valuable police time.

Student President calls referendum

nion Council, the elected body
of students representing the
Student’s Union convened for
the ﬁnal time before Christmas last
Thursday 7th December.

the construction work is set to be a two-part
project, as Council members were concerned that
after stage one of the project is completed, the
University might not invest in the second stage of
the plan. Mr. Greenshields quahed all concerns.

The evenings agenda looked fairly straightforward
with few contentious issues with the exception of
the two discussion items- a debate amongst the
elected ofﬁcers that would have little to no end
result considering it was not a motion and therefore
nothing could not be passed as Union policy.

As the agenda moved on, the new Bowland College
constitution was brought to the Council’s attention
by Bowland President Tom Halstead. Next LUSU
General Secretary Graeme Poulton and LUSU
Business Development Manager Jo Hardman
explained LUSU’s position with regard to the new
postering regulations that are being enforced by
the University. A majority of students said that
the posters represent an alive campus and was an
integral part of the reason they chose to come to
Lancaster. Ironic then that in an attempt to create
a cleaner campus the University may be damaging
their own recruitment. Perhaps one day there will
be no students left and the place will be spotless.

The Sabbatical and Non-Sabbatical Ofﬁcers
information and questions was rushed through
before LUSU President Sooz Palmer listed the
Union’s 16 student related priorities in relation
to the campus master plan. AU President Dave
Greenshields then answered questions that
speciﬁcally referred to the sports centre in that

Furness President Jonny Huck then opened the
second discussion item, and a heated debate ensued
concerning the role of the LUSU Women’s Ofﬁcershould men be allowed to vote for the post? After
a barrage of arguments, the debate was changed to,
should the roles of Women’s Ofﬁcer and Education
and Welfare Ofﬁcer be changed to a male and
female Education and Welfare Ofﬁcers in the same
way that the College JCRs are organised.
The debate was so ferocious and the room was so
clearly split over the issue, that Sooz Palmer used
her Presidential right to call referenda, which will
allow the student body to decide over the issue,
thus putting into practice the democratic nature of
student representation. A date for the referendum
will be decided by the Election Sub-Committee.
Perhaps afterall it appears that something
productive does come out of the discussion items.

Child porn: Local man convicted

E-Mail: m.ennis@lancaster.ac.uk
Phone: 01524 593422

By Kirstin Smith

A

26-year-old student at Lancaster
Adult College has been jailed for
a minimum of 12 months after
downloading child pornography during
classes, and is declared to be a ‘risk’ to
the public.
Alex Batchelor, who was convicted last week at
Preston Crown Court, will have to serve 12 months
before he is able to appear before a Parole Board
but will not be eligible for release until he has been
proven to no longer be a danger to the public.

Batchelor used a computer while on a course
at the White Cross Adult Education Centre in
Lancaster. There he downloaded 233 illegal and
indecent images of children including one where a
child was being sexually abused by an adult. At the
time of his enrolment at the college Batchelor was
also on license from a three and half year prison
sentence for robbery.
County Council staff, who were monitoring the
computers, became concerned in January this year
when they found the downloaded material. The
computer in question was then seized by police
and the images discovered.
In court, Mr. Batchelor pleaded guilty to the four

charges brought against him, covering all of the 233
images, including ones dealing with the making of
indecent photographs of children. The court were
also informed of Mr. Batchelor’s past record which
included 44 previous offences including assaults,
indecent exposure and robbery.
Judge Robert Brown declared Mr. Batchelor to be
of ‘high risk’ when it came to re-offending, thanks
to psychiatric assessment and declared that he
found him to be “a person who is a risk of causing
serious harm to the public”. Along with his prison
sentence Batchelor has also been placed on the
Sex Offenders Register for an indeﬁnite period and
banned from ever working with children.
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Campus News In Brief
Fylde get new facilities

A

new off-campus room has
opened up in Fylde College.
The off-campus room is located
next to the new JCR ofﬁce and has
lockers, kitchen facilities and a quiet
study area with wireless internet access.
Due to the soaring costs of on-campus
accommodation the demand to have
somewhere for off-campus students to
relax, eat and keep their possessions
has increased, prompting the creation of
Fylde’s new facility.
Tim Roca, current Fylde JCR President said: “The
JCR Exec and particularly the College ofﬁcers
have worked really hard to get us this facility. With
the increasingly excessive rent prices, amenities
like these and College bars/JCR are not just an
expectation but a necessity.”
Fylde Principal Frank Wareing said: “I want to
recognise the generosity of the Alumni of the
University in donating money to the Friends
Programme which enabled these facilities.”
By Rachel Lewis

Students lose bars

U

niversity Bars Committee, the
group that nominally runs and
controls the College bars, has
been shut down. The committee, which
had been made up of College Principals,
a license representative, University
commercial advisors and the LUSU and
JCR Presidents, was scrapped two weeks
ago at its ﬁrst meeting of the academic
term.
While the decision is technically pending approval
from the University College and Residences
Committee, no exact replacement has been created.
Levels of student and Licensee representation have
been raised, with Licensee participation looking
set to increase. The exact nature of student
representation on the new body has not however
been made clear. The Committee was laid down
at the behest of the College Principals.
By Tim Roca

A

Bus crash

bus full of students on their
way home from the University
crashed into a tree near
Bowerham last week. On the 27th
November, the 2A double decker bus,
bound from the University to Lancaster
bus station, crashed after the driver
overshot a bus stop.
The 2A bus, which left the underpass at 18:08,
University rush hour, was due to arrive at Lancaster
bus station at 18:31. However the driver overshot
the Hala Newmarket Avenue bus stop and swung in
just after it to let someone off. “We were suddenly

jolted forward” said Marc Baylis, a student on the
bus. “From downstairs we heard a crash and the
entire left side of the bus was wedged under the
tree”. A branch of the tree had smashed through a
window on the upper deck of the left side of the
bus, seriously frightening the girl sat on the seat
next to the window.

A

member of the Hiking Society
at
Lancaster
University
plummeted
from
one
of
England’s highest mountains on Sunday
21st November.
Strong winds buffeted the 25-year-old Ukrainian
student, causing him to plunge 200ft (60.96
metres) from Striding Edge, a notorious ridge
on Helvellyn for accidents and fatal falls.
Fortunately, the student’s fall was broken by
snow, and he suffered only minor head injuries.
Helvellyn, Cumbria, at 3,118ft, is the third highest

peak in the Lake District, and is also regarded as
one of the most hazardous. It is also a popular
destination for walkers and hikers, due to its
breathtaking views over Red Tarn and Patterdale
Common, particularly when crossing the Striding
Edge arête where the accident occurred.
The student was found by fellow members of
the LUHC, and was seen to by a doctor from
the Patterdale Mountain Rescue service before
being taken to the Cumberland Inﬁrmary in
Carlisle for treatment.
This comes after a record number of deaths
recorded by the Lake District Search and
Mountain Rescue Association (LDSAMRA)
in 2005, totalling 395 accidents of which 19
were fatal. The team leader of the Patterdale
Mountain Rescue team
(PMRT), who came to
the aid of the Hiking
Club members, warned
“Winter has clearly
arrived in the Lake
District so it’s worth
reminding everyone to
take extra care, carry
winter kit and check the
weather forecast before
going out.” The PMRT
cover 140sq kilometres
of the highest land in
the country, and have
already made 63 rescues
in the area this year.

as well as the match-day referees from LUVLE, and
everyone else who helped organise the event. It
was a great success!”

The driver went upstairs to check that everyone
was alright then made a telephone call. Passengers
then vacated the bus.
Despite the shock and inconvenience caused to
many, Stagecoach refused to give any statement
or apology. “It’s nothing to do with us”, said an
administrator from the Lancaster Stagecoach
department.
By Kate Sudweeks

World Cup showdown

A

football tournament was held
two weeks ago to promote
race relations on campus. The
event was organised by LUSU Race
Relations Ofﬁcer Gabriel Ologitere and
International Students’ Ofﬁcer Gavin
Barras, the competition featured six
teams with players from across the
world. The tournament was advertised
as giving “your team” a second chance
to win the World Cup, and each team
represented a country with the winners
receiving replica shirts of their chosen
nationality.
While the crowds ﬂocked in support of Ghana,
it was Argentina who were victorious on the
day. Gabriel said; “I would like to thank the LUSU
Marketing team, the LUSU Shop, for their support,

Student falls from great heights
By Steven Vittles
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JCR/GSA and Non
Sabbatical Elections

L

ancaster
University
students
exercised their democratic right
to vote in the recent LUSU and
College Elections. A turnout well above
the previous two years was seen where
27 Non-Sabbatical Ofﬁce and over 100
College representatives were elected.
General Secretary, Graeme Poulton said: “It was
a tremendous effort by all. I would like to thank
everyone that played a part in the organisation and
implementation of the elections, they truly did a
great job.”

The incumbent College Presidents are as follows:
Janie Coleman (Bowland) Dianne Barrow (Cartmel)
Pete Batchelor (County) James Barnard (Furness)
Sarah Ruane (Fylde) Simon Connor (Graduate)
Sean Arani (Grizedale) Seb Negreira and Al Duhaim
(Lonsdale) and Si White (Pendle).

SCAN loses News Editor
By Anita Vukomanovic
News Editor

S

CAN
News
Editor
Rosanna
Silverlight is to resign from her
post, which she has held for the last
two years, due to work commitments.
As News Editor, Rosanna has proven herself to
be incredibly effective in her capacity as a section
editor, and her resignation will be a great loss to
the team.
Rosanna has reported on both town and
University news, and has shown her skill as
an investigative journalist through many news
features. She was behind the editorial team that
was shortlisted for the NUS media awards, and
has interviewed a number of high-proﬁle people,
including International Correspondent for The
Independent, Robert Fisk.
Rosanna’s co-editor, Anita Vukomanovic, told
SCAN “It’s a great shame that Rosanna has to
leave the team, but I hope that she is very proud
of everything that she has achieved in her post.
Rosanna and I have had a great time working
together, and I’d like to take this opportunity to
thank her for everything she’s done, not only as
a co-editor, but also as a close personal friend.
As for a replacement I know that someone of
Rosanna’s standard will be hard to ﬁnd.”
Current SCAN Editor Ben Bailey said: “I think the
fact that Rosanna has spent over two years as a
News Editor speaks for itself. She is one of the

most experienced people on the paper, is always
reliable and what’s more, irreplaceable. I would
like to thank her for all her hard work over the
years, it has been great fun working with her and,
if she chooses to pursue a career in journalism, I
am sure she will go far. She will be missed dearly. I
hope she’s still coming to the Christmas meal.”
The SCAN team would like to thank Rosanna for
all of the time and effort that she has invested in
the paper.
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The Interview: Vice-Chancellor Paul Wellings
By Ben Bailey
Editor

T

hose who have been to d-ﬂoor
University House, will be familiar
with the gentile surroundings
of polished surfaces and lavish decor.
The Vice-Chancellor’s ofﬁces overlook
Alexandra Square and, had it not been
for the scaffolding outside the window, a
rather magniﬁcent view unfolds below.
Professor Paul Wellings, the currentVice-Chancellor
of the University greeted me warmly. We chatted
politely about the news of the day while I tried
to get my Sony Dictaphone to turn on. Having
recovered my breath, the lift was out of order- dﬂoor remember, and successfully started recording,
we began the interview.
British by birth, Australian by accent, Professor
Wellings attended the Lancaster Royal Grammar
School as a boy. Having risen up through the world
of academia, he moved to Australia where he
earned his now permanent Aussie twang, before
returning to the UK in 2002 to take up the ViceChancellorship. I enquired what the role of the
Vice-Chancellor is, to try and give some context to
plethora of students who will not know what the
VC gets up to in his daylight hours.
“The VC is the chief academic and the chief
administrator. It is where both sides of the house
meet. You’ve got the academic community on one
hand which is the departments organised through
the faculties and on the other side of the house
you have all the administrative functions and the
academic services.
“The departments are run collegially with other
academics as well as with the students, students
I think are on all the key committees from
department level and above.The strategic decisions
are taken by Senate or by University Council and
the advice they receive comes from the senior
management team- from either me with the deans
or me with the pro-vice chancellors.”
“If we were a corporation I think I would be called
the chief executive. If we were in America I would
be called the President, as American Universities
are run by Presidents not Vice- Chancellors.” That
cleared that up.
Having inspected the new University homepage
a few days previously, I had noticed that the ViceChancellor’s welcome has a much more prominent
position on the site. Is this an attempt to increase
the VC’s public image around the University? “It’s

not trying to raise my proﬁle within the institution. It
is trying to raise the institution’s proﬁle and to give
prospective students an idea of what the structure
of the place is. The two big groups who use the
website are current students and prospective
students. It is designed with a modern feel. This
is a world which is now much more competitive
between institutions. You have to use the web to
project an image of the institution and recruit. Part
of my role is to say, how do I position Lancaster
University in a group of 140 other Universities as
productively as I can.”
In the national league tables Lancaster’s position
is currently just outside the top 20. How are we
going to improve on this? “The league tables are
most probably hated by everyone who thinks about
them.We are ranked 21st in the country.The other
league tables that we think are more important are
the international league tables. We are about 218th
in the world. It would nice to be in the top 200 in
the world, and it would be nice to be in the top 20
in the UK.
“I think the important thing about league tables is
that they can be used as a performance tool to
say, are there speciﬁc parameters that need to
be changed in order to advance the cause of the
institution? If you look at the current Times table
things like graduate destinations and graduate jobs
is relatively a weakness for this University. Careers
is now going in a new facility and we have added
more staff and various other things through Paul
Balckmore’s efforts.A lot more effort is being made
with the student body about what it is you want to
do when you graduate. So we will know if we made
an improvement in one parameter it will cause us
to improve in the league tables.”
I put forward a point about a consensus from the
student population that the Management School gets
preferential treatment and investment. Professor
Welling smiles. “I don’t think it does actually. We
have spent the best part of £200million of which
the University spent £5million on the Management
School and it generated another £5million from
another body.The Info Lab received £15million, the
Environment Centre was another £25million and
the
new
residences are £120million, as
well as Ruskin which got
£2.5 million and the
new North Campus
Teaching Facility cost
£8.5 million.
“The Management school
has a lovely glass box on
the front and café. People
see the glossiness

and the modernity of it. I think come Christmas
the North Campus Teaching Facility will be open
and I think Arts and Social Science students will be
very appreciative up there.”
We talk about sports development. Speciﬁcally
why has it taken so long for the pitches to begin
renovation? “Good question. I arrived four years
ago and asked a question about the nature of the
student experience, and we set off simultaneously
in a number of directions. Refreshing the college
infrastructure to make- what is essentially better
bedrooms is a massive project. Now we’ve got
a massive project on the quality of the teaching
space.
“The next step is to create state of the art sports
facilities. The drainage at Lancaster because of the
rain and the soil type has always been awful. We’ve
worked very hard in order to get the cash ﬂows
right to actually start to do the pitches. Doing the
agricultural drains isn’t a sexy thing to do. It’s an
incredibly expensive thing to do and when it is
done and the soil is ﬁnished in three years time,
hopefully the mechanical work that is done will be
fantastic.
“The other thing we are deep in discussion about is
how to shift the sports centre and transform it into
a 21st Century object rather than a 1960s object.”
I mention that there have been rumblings about this,
but how committed is the University to delivering
a new sports centre? “This is something that will
happen. The envelope we have for that is about
£8million. I have a personal view that says, given
that we are a University that aspires to be world
ranked, anything that we build should be recognised
and used for national standard. If it means we are
going to have netball courts indoors, then how may
courts do you need to run a proper competition?
Rather than making it like a big school sports hall,
I’d rather be focussed on turning us into something
where a regional or national competition could
take place at Lancaster. On the current scenario I
don’t think it’ll be ﬁnished until the middle or end
of 2008, but it’s a two-year window.”
I had recently been contacted by the BBC about
running a documentary about the George Fox
Six. Did the VC have any regrets looking back at
the whole situation? “It’s a long process, it’s a legal
process. The University made a complaint to the
CPS (Crown Prosecution Service) who decided it
was a worthwhile case to pursue.”
Did he think it was right for the University to
prosecute Lancaster students for aggravated
trespass?

“Well it was a mixture of students, alumni and
students from other institutions. It wasn’t like six
undergraduates. And, as was said in Preston at the
last court case, there are other mechanisms and
other ways of saying things if you want to protest.
The University has, over time, always given platform
to people who have something to say. Rather than
bursting into a room and having a protest, there are
other ways of doing things.”
While on the topic of ethics, I question as to why
the University doesn’t have an ethical investment
policy? “We’ve got ethical research policies and we
have students who work for all sorts of businesses
and organisations as well as being students. If
you look at the University we have a very small
exposure to companies that might be classed as
companies that you are referring to as ‘non-ethical’.
For us it is a very small issue, but I can see that
there is a debate as to where institutions put
their money. I think the real issue is that if we are
willing to do research for people, if we are willing
to take students who have worked for companies
how do we exclude other people? It’s actually
more complex than saying ‘you have some money
available to put in stocks and shares, where are you
going to put it’?”
With the prospect of tuition fees increasing if the
cap on top-up fees is taken off, student unions
around the country are launching campaigns. Only
weeks before, Lancaster students participated in
the national demonstration against top-up fees.
Did the Vice-Chancellor think that the London
march will have any speciﬁc effect? Would the
Government and Universities care that thousands
of students were marching in protest?
“I think there’s a timing issue. I think that it (the
march) was premature. I’m not sure that running
the NUS national campaign in 2006/07 is the right
pressure point. I think that it is too early because
I think that fees have only just come in. I can see
why the student political movement wants to do it,
but I don’t think as a debate it will get traction for
a few years.”
How will increased fees affect Lancaster? “At the
moment the cap is set at £3,000 and bar a couple
of institutions everybody moved to £3,000. Frankly
if you set the cap at £5,000 I think you would have
seen a spread of institutions and there would have
been a real debate at Lancaster as to say what is the
price point where any course should be attracting?
We are going to be a hell of a lot more circumspect
in what the burdens are on students and what the
plausibility is on charging prices on courses.
“I think the next stage of the debate is very
complicated. I don’t think it is a debate that says do
we lift the cap on fees or do we not lift the cap on
fees without looking at all of the parameters that sit
inside the model. There is the cap at £3,000. There
is the salary at which you have to start repaying
it as well as the rate of repayment. How long do
you repay it for and at what interest rates? There is
also the package of bursaries that sit alongside the
fee model that allow students from disadvantaged
backgrounds to go to University, and in a sense
we’ve got to talk about all of those parameters.
You can be guaranteed that the treasury will come
back and say ‘lets look at the interest rate on the
money’.”
Time is up. Dark has fallen, and as the Sony
Dictaphone is successfully switched off, I say
my goodbyes and leave the comfort of the ViceChancellor’s ofﬁces and return back downstairs
into the throngs of students below.
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DEAR

Letter of the week
“New meaning to term ‘Bus
Stop’”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“Re: Let down
by the nurses,
again.”
Dear SCAN,

I

was disappointed to see the letter
in SCAN (27th November 2206)
from a third year Bowland student
criticising the Nurse Unit, not because I
think anyone should be above criticism
but because, whilst other areas of the
University may choose to make a public
response to an individual’s complaints
in SCAN, the conﬁdential nature of the
nurse/patient relationship in the Nurse
Unit makes it impossible in this case. I
am also extremely disturbed that both
she and SCAN thought the language
appropriate to describe members of the
university who cannot respond.
In view of the letter, however, I will say that the
complaint was investigated in response to the
student’s email. The Nurse Unit Manager found
no evidence of mismanagement but advised the
student to contact me as Head of Student Support
Services if she wished to make a formal complaint.
The Nurse Unit take all complaints seriously as
reﬂective practice is essential to giving high quality
care. It is not always possible to meet every
expectation, although sometimes they may ﬁnd a
need to change certain working practices.
The Nurse Unit provides a very valuable service to
students as indicated by almost 4,600 consultations
(telephone calls or visits) during 2005/06. Staff are
experienced and work as practitioners in various
areas of the NHS as well as undertaking duties in
the Nurse Unit.
I would be saddened and worried if other students
felt discouraged from seeking advice at the Nurse
Unit as a result of this letter.
Kathleen Bird
Head of Student Support Services
Editors note. In the last issue of SCAN
dated 27/11/2006 a letter appeared
that went beyond fair comment. SCAN
would like to apologise for any offence
caused to the nurses. The letters are the
sole opinion of the author and in no way
reﬂect the views of the SCAN team or
LUSU staff. The Nurse Unit provides a
valuable service to students and helps
save lives.

“Bailing
out Higher
Education.”
Dear SCAN

T

onight I received a half hour
phone call from a very polite
and engaging second year Law
student at Lancaster University.
Her call followed on from the letter sent to me
‘personally’ by Vice Chancellor Paul Wellings, signed
by a computer of course.
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Oh, how we reminisced about the campus, the
colleges, the perpetual building work, the public law
tutor who ‘collected textbooks’ and how ﬁrst years
have to pick with whom they will live in the second
year while still hung over from Freshers Week.
Finally, of course, she had to raise the purpose of
the call - to beg for cash for the Friends Programme
to sponsor students struggling with top-up fees.
I loved Lancaster. It was without doubt the most
inﬂuential and deﬁning time of my life. But I politely
declined.
I will not bail out the higher education system which
has been left ﬂoundering so that Tony Blair and his
cabinet cronies can spend money on ﬁghting a war
which my own studies in international law tell me is
completely illegal and undermines the very United
Nations body that was set up to prevent such an
act.
And I will not fund a university which lowers
its grade requirements to let in more students,
overﬁlling courses, watering down the quality of
tuition and the prestige that comes from having a
degree.
My application to Lancaster required an A and
two Bs at A-Level. By my ﬁnal year students were
accepted with Ds and Es. The only way to make
your degree stand out was to pay even more for
post grad studies.
I believe ﬁnance should not be a barrier to
education. I also believe Tony Blair’s target of
getting 50 per cent of young people into higher
education is not for the beneﬁt of young people,
but so the universities can get enough customers
to keen running.
Half the population can’t be the boss, the teacher,
the doctor and the lawyer. So instead around a
quarter of thirty year olds will be over-qualiﬁed
in low paid jobs paying back the student loan and
wondering why the hell there wasn’t something
else they could do.
I miss Lancaster. And I wish every single student
all the success in the world. I hope you will all be
proud of your achievements. So please don’t take
my refusal to pay as a reﬂection on you, but rather
as a refusal to help the system which has failed us
all.
Daniel Wainwright
SCAN news editor 2003-2004

“Hard working
techies.”
Dear SCAN,

T

aking personal jabs at members
of a society who give up their
own time (probably ﬁve hours
or more on a Saturday night) to bring
you free gig nights is a bit low, don’t you
think? And to remain anonymous while
all but naming your target of abuse is
simply pathetic.
Without our hard working techies, there would
be no gigs and no open mic nights, as your writer
would surely know had he bothered to learn
anything about live music before resorting to
mindless insults. They deserve respect rather than

Dear SCAN,

W

hen travelling recently on
the 2 or 2A bus (I forget
which) towards campus, I
noticed a girl running down Hala Hill,
clearly in a rush to get to the bus stop
before the bus did. She managed this
with a few seconds to spare and gave
a smile as if to say “phew”. When
the bus reached the stop though the
driver didn’t stop and the girl was
left there having run for nothing.
I wondered what the problem was and also
wondered whether I should confront the
driver about the incident. And the more I
thought about it, the more I thought it was my
duty to at least ask why the girl hadn’t been
let on.
When we arrived at the underpass I did so
and the driver told me that the bus was full
and that she would’ve been breaking the law if
she’d let the girl on.
Now I had made a point of checking at the
time whether the bus was full and far from
being full there were empty seats (at least

ridicule, particularly from a student publication
which should be encouraging student activities.
Contrary to the article’s depiction of sound
technician as a retched post, being a member of
the LULUMS sound team is a rewarding job, which
builds experience in the ﬁeld and, as with any
student activity, looks great on a CV. We’re always
on the lookout for keen-eared, eager techies who
can put in the time required and appreciate the
subtleties involved in getting sound levels right, and
I urge them not to be discouraged by the lack of
respect shown by one person.
I was very sorry to hear that your writer and his
girlfriend (a supposed ‘majority’ of the crowd) didn’t
enjoy the gig. Perhaps these perceptive audiophiles
could be tempted to join us and see how much
better they can do?
Nick Taylor
Former President, LULUMS
Editors note: SCAN would like to
apologise, again(!) for any offence caused.
It is not in our nature to be nasty, we
are in fact a lovely bunch of people and
actively support LULUMS and all student
activities.

“Crap campus.”
Dear SCAN,

I

like the thousands of other ﬁrst year
undergraduates, am paying what the
rest of the student population calls
‘Top-up fees’. My Geography course
costs £3,000 a year. This is a lot of money,
but it was my choice to take the course
in the ﬁrst place, so fair enough.
However, what I did not expect to face when I
came to University, was to live in deluxe ‘new’ (and
I use the term loosely) accommodation only to ﬁnd
that the University- for all its £3,000 a year fees,

2), and 3 people standing. Now, if the bus
is allowed 3 standing, then it doesn’t take a
genius to work out that if 2 sat down and 1
got on, there would only be two standing.
I didn’t want to push the point any further as
the driver seemed angry at me for asking, but
she did say that there would be another bus
along in 5 minutes or so and therefore the girl
wouldn’t be stranded. Also I should point out
that this was broad daylight not dusk or night.
Even so though surely this isn’t the point? Why
should drivers be allowed to make arbitrary
decisions like that? The girl might have had to
wait another 10 minutes or so and could have
missed a meeting, lecture, appointment etc.
It just seemed totally unnecessary, so much so
that a guy waited and asked me what excuse
the bus driver had given. Scenarios like that can
cast a bad light on bus drivers in general, who
I’m sure most people will agree are friendly,
polite and accommodating.
Yours,
Farzan Eslami

plus my £90 a week rent cannot seem to ﬁx the
constant, unacceptable problems that come with
being a ﬁrst year in Fylde.
The blocks may look great from the outside, and I
am sure that everyone who doesn’t live in them will
say they are great and a credit to the University, but
unfortunately this is not the case. The new blocks
are rubbish. Firstly my electricity was recently cut
off. I, like my ﬂat mates have pressing essays to doespecially as the end of term is nearly upon us, and
not having any electricity means I cannot use my
laptop in my room, let alone use the lightswitchGod forbid!
Friends in other blocks have had lift problemsnamely they don’t work and oh yeah the slight
problem of being without hot water has faced many
who have moved into campus this year. For £90 a
week, that’s over £3,5000 a year- you would think
that the University could provide the most basic of
functions- electricity and hot running water, it’s not
too much to ask is it?
I am sure the University will eventually ﬁx all the
problems, but that does not help me who has
had to pay for shocking accommodation. Would a
refund be so out of the question?
Lightless in Fylde

To submit a letter e-mail:
scan@lancaster.ac.uk or post it
directly online at scan.lusu.co.uk All
letters must include name, address
and contact details but these can
be witheld upon request. Letters
are printed verbatim and should
be kept concise. All letters are the
personal opinion of the author and
should not be taken to reﬂect the
views of the SCAN team, LUSU
staff or ofﬁcers.
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STILL BELIEVE IN SANTA?

WARNING: ANY CHILDREN PLEASE LOOK AWAY NOW

P

arents are supposed to be ﬁgures of trust.
When we are children, they make an effort
not to lie to us, but instead bend or sugarcoat the truth to accommodate our tiny,
warp-able minds; such as “Mittens went to kitty
heaven,” or “it’s a special hug that mummy and daddy
do.” So it leaves us speechless when we discover that
our parents have intentionally lied to us, creating a
magical concept only to smash it with bitter logic at
the age of nine or ten. I’m talking, of course, about
Father Christmas. Why would they create such a
joyful ﬁgure and spellbinding story, all the time
knowing that at some point we would discover the
shocking truth about his existence and our parents’
trustworthiness? Perhaps at some point in the future
this elaborate lie will cease to exist, but since all
of us here were subjected to it, it only remains to
share our horror stories about that fateful day in our
childhood.
Matt Davies
1st year history student:
“December 1991, I was a bloody minded six-year-old, drunk on
power and asking too many dangerous questions. Bang. I got what
I deserved. Watching as my mum sneaked Santa’s mince pie back
into the cake tin was a watershed moment. A month later CNN’s
Ted Turner was declared Time Magazine’s Man of the Year and Boris
Yeltsin announced that Russia would stop targeting US cities with
nuclear weapons. A new post-Cold War era had been ushered in,
an era that vaunted fact, not ﬁction, reality, not legend. I’d grown
up. But I still liked action ﬁgures.”

rumours probably compounded any suspicions I had as a child,
although I very kindly never repeated these to my younger sister. I
only ruined the tooth fairy for her. Up until last year I never heard
my mum sneaking into my room to ﬁll up my stocking, so that
was quite a seminal moment. Apparently, if Santa was real and did
actually deliver to every house in the world, he’d burn up from the
speed he’d have to travel. So maybe it’s a good thing he doesn’t
exist, as you’d rather no Father Christmas than watching a jolly old
man burning every Christmas Eve.”

until the age of 13. As a result, I didn’t ﬁnd out Father Christmas
didn’t exist until my early teens. I was fairly angry at my parents
for lying to me, but the Lord teaches forgiveness and I learned to
appreciate the presents despite the fact I now know the furthest
away they come from is Waterstone’s. I’m not sure I could put my
children through that moment of crushing disappointment.”

Anita Vukomanovic
2nd Year English student:
“I was never allowed to have stockings in my room, but at ﬁrst,
I never really questioned it. However, that combined with the
malicious tales from the tough kids in the playground about Santa
not being real only forced me to assume the worst. Curse those
tough kid’s parents who told them the truth. At least now I know
why my dad always put out 20-year-old Bowmore for Santa.

Ian Waterhouse
4th Year English Language and German Studies student:
“I vividly remember being sat in Mr. Campen’s classroom, with my
classmates staring back at me in disbelief. I had just put forward the
standard “how do the presents get under the tree in the middle
of the night, then?” argument, to which I was informed that it was,
of course, my parents. How stupid! It all made sense now. In what
would today be categorised as a “Stewie Grifﬁn” moment, I had
seen my parents in a fresh, cynical light. Santa was a fake; gone the
way of the tooth fairy before him, consigned to the scrapheap of
fanciful, fraudulent fakery.”

Sydney Jenkins
3rd Year Politics student:
“I lived a very sheltered childhood, and was privately schooled

Ben Bailey
4th Year, SCAN Editor:
“What, you mean Santa doesn’t exist?”

Hey Son, I’m
not real!

Ashley Hart
Law MA student:
“I set an elaborate trap to ensnare his (Santa’s) feet at the bottom
of the chimney and detain him for questioning. Sadly nobody
tripped it.”
James Peters
2nd year Philosophy student:
“So, Father Christmas. Call him Santa Claus, Saint Nicholas,
whatever you will, but it remains that without him Christmas
has never been the same. The realisation of his lack of existence
was always a gradual curve...a rumour in the playground started
by Wesley in Year 5 (swiftly denied by my parents after a tearful
homecoming after school); the ridiculously fake reply from
the Royal Mail after my letter addressed to “Father Christmas,
Greenland” somehow reached its destination; or my Dad’s
assertion that I couldn’t have a computer because they had to pay
Father Christmas for the presents. I think it was a combination
of these factors that all saw me lose my faith, with the result that
the festival of Christmas nowadays always arises a feeling that I’ve
somehow been cheated.”
Hannah Lickert
2nd Year English student:
“I think it just dawned on me as a tragic inevitability. Playground

WANT TO WRITE FOR SCAN?
NEWS 3PM, MONDAYS, FURNESS BAR

FEATURES 3PM, WEDNESDAYS, FYLDE COFFEE SHOP
MUSIC 2PM, WEDNESDAYS, BOWLAND BAR

ARTS 1PM, WEDNESDAYS, FURNESS BACK BAR

SPORTS 6PM, MONDAYS, FYLDE BAR
WE NEED PHOTOGRAPHERS AND PROOFREADERS AS WELL! EMAIL SCANASSISTANTEDITOR@GMAIL.COM
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the papers
Ask Dr. Squash What
should say...

Dr. Squash,
Everything sucks: It’s near the end of term, I’ve
got 5 essays to do all for Friday and I haven’t even
started yet. Is there anything you can suggest to
help me get my work done and also get me laid in
the process? I haven’t actually got any for 12 years,
help! Also, I’m seriously considering voluntary
castration. I’ll do it, you know.
Steve, ﬁrst year Pendle student

Pavarotti wins diabetic of the year.
Woman’s Own, Page 3.
Collymore announces graceful retirement from
football at local pay and display.
The Times, Page 7.

Dear Steve,

Who are you?
A duck.
What do you do?
Swim around, eat, sleep, shit
everywhere.
Where are you from?
U.S. Minor Outlying Islands,
on my mother’s side.
What do you love most about Lancaster
University?
The pond and County coffee
shop.
What do you hate most about it?
Wong’s Kitchen.
What image or idea most accurately
sums up your life at the University?
Watching busloads of people
driving past on their way to
the Carleton.
How do you like to socialise/spend your
spare time?
I enjoy backgammon,
swimming, and getting fucked
on acid.
If you (God forbid) died tonight, what
would be your biggest regret?
Not ﬂying south, Winter ’96.
What is your favourite sound/noise?
A smooth V8 engine.
Favourite word?
Quack.
White or brown bread?
White.
Daniel Craig or any other Bond?
Daniel Craig.
Keira Knightley or Scarlett Johansson
Scarlett Johansson. I hear she
gives good *expletive deleted
by the editor.*
Would you rather be trapped in a lift
with Hannibal Lecter or Tony Blair?
Lecter. I’m totally
disillusioned with modern
liberalism.
Gloves or mittens?
Gloves; I can put one on
my head and pretend I’m a
cockerel.

Christmas,
Humbug!

My advice is to set a schedule, stick to it and
work hard, but don’t forget to take time to chill.
I sympathise; we all have essay deadlines looming.
Well, actually I don’t, but that’s because I’m just
a vegetable shaped like a penis. If you fail to do
this, and haven’t got laid, then you might actually
want to go with your ﬁrst instinct. I suggest doing
something with style, like setting yourself on ﬁre in
a public place, or leaving your loved ones a pirate
map and clues to ﬁnd your body.

England triumph down under.
The Independent, Page 38.
Asylum seakers responsible for global warming.
The Daily Mail, Page 2.
Iraq celebrates capturing U.S. President George
W. Bush who accidentally boarded a ﬂight to
Kabul thinking he was heading to Kansas.
The Mirror, Page 1.

Merry Christmas,
Dr. Squash
Do you have a question that you feel would be best
answered by a phallus? If so, send your dilemma to
scanfeatures@hotmail.com, and we’ll tell the squash.

Peter Kay found dead in brewery. John Smiths
deny all responsibility.
News of the World, Page 4.

Campus gets recycled

R

ecycling facilities are ﬁnally in
place right across the University
campus. The facilities were
supposed to be in place for the start of
the term, but the contractor was plagued
with difﬁculties and the University had
to be patient.
The new facilities mean that there is now
better recycling provision than ever before at
Lancaster, this is a triumph for the University
and GreenLancaster. Recycling, while not the
most exciting activity, is an easy and positive step
that students and staff can take in reducing their
“environmental footprints” – an estimated spatial
representation of the resources needed to sustain
our lifestyles. By recycling resources, we use far less
energy than extracting and manufacturing virgin
resources, and hence far less C02 is generated.

Landﬁll, the most common disposal method, not
only wastes resources but also generates methane,
another even more potent greenhouse gas.
For anyone wishing to get hold of a green bin to aid
them with their recycling efforts on campus, please
contact your JCR Green Ofﬁcers.To ﬁnd out where
your nearest facilities are, please consult the latest
recycling map below. (Editors note: That is if you
can make out the map below. Sorry.)
The new facilities comprise:
• Ofﬁce paper recycling facilities in green eurobins.
• Newspapers and ,agazines and pamphlets.
• Cardboard only in big green skips.
• Mixed aluminium can/steel can/plastic drink bottles.
• Separated glass banks.
• And very soon battery recycling collection points.

WHY CAN’T
PEOPLE JUST BE
NICE?
Mark Twain is away...

W

hat is so bloody difﬁcult
about a bit of common
courtesy? I saw an old
lady fall over on a bus the other day
and all the other people could do was
just sit there and hide their sniggers.
Later on a man dropped potatoes
in the street and looked extremely
sad even before a youth started to
use them for football practice. Then
a young girl was leaving a shop and
the man in front of her, engrossed in
his copy of Heat magazine, just let
the door swing right into her face,
surely doing considerable damage to
her teeth!
Far from thinking that this was a crazy day,
I was just perturbed by the world’s lack of
concern for their fellow man (or woman,
obviously). We live in a society so egocentric
and so concerned with the notion of celebrity
that we’d trample a group of nuns to catch a
glimpse of David Beckham’s bare arse.
( I also wondered if the girl hit by the door, had
she been a celebrity, would’ve got in Circle of
Shame for her busted teeth, then I realised that
this would mean I had a knowledge of Heat’s
contents, and was suitably embarrassed.)
If this wasn’t bad enough though, the effects
are such that now just being young and
outside gets you whacked with a shopping
bag, in anticipation of a lack of respect! I got
off the pavement for the crazy loon! And I
had the hood of my hoody down so I clearly
wasn’t an asbo!
I was not happy but I’m not one to dwell on
my pain and so on my way for a bite to eat
I held the door open for what seemed to be
an entire hoard of folk, but in reality could’ve
been closer to eight or nine. None of whom
said thank you.
Shukran, takk, obrigado, merci, gracias, medasi,
salamat, grazie, danke, thanks, cheers, ta- I can
say it in a variety of languages, but it seems
these bastards couldn’t say it in one.
Now I’m not saying that I’m going to become
that guy with his copy of Heat, but it gives me
the right hump and I’m sure if people started
being bloody nice once in a while, then it would
make people feel good, and they’d be nice as
well, and I wouldn’t get hit by a psychotic old
lady with a heavy shopping bag.
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Weird Pendle
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Weird Dan raps about the Pendle Witches
By Weird Dan

W

hen I told friends about my
column they all said the
same thing: ‘Oooh, what
about the Pendle Witches?’ And why
not? Yes, it’s a weird thing. Certain
aspects of the case, such as why some
women confessed without any threat
of torture, still bafﬂe historians. Some
have suggested mental illness. Others
believe the accused were ‘duped’ by
reward-seeking politicians.

The story is as follows. King James was paranoid
after almost getting his arse blown off by Guy
Fawkes in 1605. He had particular concerns
about the occult, hence his book Demonology. He
encouraged local authorities to be aware. In 1612
a pedlar traveling through the Pendle area was
supposedly ‘lamed’ by a black dog at the request
of local, Alizon Device. Witch alert! Alizon freely
confessed, saying it was her grandmother, old
Demdike, who had encouraged her to let the dog
‘suck at some part of her,’ and take it as a familiar.
Granny knows best! Alizon, Demdike and others
were sent to Lancaster Castle to await trial.
Meanwhile, supposed ‘witches’ gathered at Malkin
tower, the Device/Demdike home, and plotted

to blow up the castle. Stolen human bones and a
clay image were allegedly found after the meeting,
and a nine-year-old girl dobbed everyone in. On
August 20th 1612 ten were hanged. Old Demdike
died in prison.
But there’s something too obvious about the
whole thing. By Googling the word ‘Pendle’ (after
accidentally Googling the word ‘penile’) it is clear
just how much has been written on the topic.
Even the Most Haunted circus has had a piece
of the action. On Halloween 2004 they did a live
séance from the top of Pendle Hill, during which
Alizon Device’s spirit supposedly put an invisible
rope around Derek Acorah’s neck. Unfortunately
he escaped unharmed.
As a teenager, I always wanted to go to Pendle Hill
on Halloween.There were rumours of black magic
and human sacriﬁce. Cool, I thought. But I was
disappointed. If you can manage to get your car
anywhere near the congested Pendle Village, which
on 31/10 resembles a Mecca pilgrimage, then you
are at the mercy of pissed up kids in plastic masks.
On Halloween night 2004, Rossendale and Pendle
Mountain Rescue volunteers were the victims of
a ﬁrework attack, which set their dog on ﬁre. It
is possible the youths responsible thought the
animal was a familiar, but I doubt it.
To set my article apart, I wanted to present it in
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contemporary form. Being a bonaﬁde gangster,
I decided to attempt a Hip-Hop approach. A
rap about the Pendle Witches! That hasn’t been
done before. ‘Let’s talk about the Pendle Witches,
they were a gang of crooked nosed bitches.’ No.
There’s a reason it hasn’t been done before. It’s
a rubbish idea. I feared the spirit of old Demdike
was suppressing my muse. For inspiration, I
decided to check out the witch tour, which starts
at the castle on Sundays.

naked around my cauldron and entice a black dog
to suckle on my breast. It beats Christmas with
the mother-in-law.

DO YOU HAVE A WEIRD STORY
ABOUT LANCASTER?
If so, email Weird Dan at
shakethosebuns101@hotmail.com

The tour was extremely informative, but as it
reached the Market St. fountain, the former
site of the town stocks, it attracted
the attention of a mob of fourteenyear-old cretins, who decided to
tag along and make a nuisance
of themselves. They followed us
to the Golden Lion Pub, where
the condemned witches drank
their last G and Ts. I wanted the
stocks brought back. As well as
the thumbscrews, and any other
instrument of torture for the little
bastards, before remembering that
they themselves are the victims of
a modern day witch-hunt. The chav
hunt!
So here it is, my contribution to the vast
web of Pendle Witch madness. I’m off to dance
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The Honourable Kermit and Company
By Matt Davies

K

ermit the Frog is an Honorary
Doctor of Amphibious Letters.
Stop laughing or, if you’re not
laughing, start and then stop immediately.
It is a fact that a fusion of green cloth
and two ping pong balls received an
honorary doctorate from Southampton
College, Long Island University in 1996.
Not creator Jim Henson, not even Steve
Whitmore who, since Henson’s death,
dresses for work by sticking his hand in
a frog’s butt.
The press at the time said “Some students
objected to the awarding of a degree to a puppet”.
The key part of that quote is “some students”.
Who were the students who didn’t object to an
inanimate object being elevated to an academic
rung occupied by Gandhi? And, more importantly,
should anyone receive a degree that they haven‘t
studied for? I prescribe to the view that whatever
degree classiﬁcation you get, 1st or pass, don’t
worry about it.
I do think it matters if you graduate or not,
something which requires a personal contribution
from each student. Which is why when I read
the latest Muppet to be awarded an honorary
degree, for free, no effort, no stress, it angers me.
A university should welcome people with the
promise of a fair grading system and be a champion
of learning and study. In my opinion, UK universities
do this very well with one exception - the awarding
of honorary degrees.
When I leave Lancaster with a Bachelor of Business
Administration in Management, not only will I be
able to impress at cocktail parties, wear clothes with
lapels and say “going forward” when I actually mean

“from now on” (Of course, I may not graduate,
but I’ve been reading a book called Thinking Big for
a while now, I’m conﬁdent it will deliver and, come
May, I won’t have to return it to Waterstone’s and
ask for £10.99 worth of store credit to spend on
Romeo Beckham’s autobiography), I will also be
saddled with over £10,000 of debt, the exact ﬁgure
I do not know as I never open any letters unless I
am sure they contain vouchers for Domino’s Pizza.
I don’t care about the money. Everyone in society
has a decent level of debt nowadays, and it is one
of the blessings of our modern day economy that
I can use someone else’s money to do what I
otherwise couldn’t have afforded. If I fail, at least
it will be failure ﬁnanced in the preferred manner,
paying after the event via marginally higher taxes
for most of my life. The alternative being to save
up £10,000 before fresher’s week only to realise I’d
pissed it away four years later.
But I’m getting off the point, whether I care about
it or not, a high level of debt is a price I pay for
my degree. Kermit didn’t have to pay. As far as I’m
aware he doesn’t even own a wallet. The celebrities
and academics who receive their degrees haven’t
dedicated three or more years to it either. They
may be being recognised for their lifetime of
achievement and contribution in their particular
ﬁeld but an honorary doctorate was never the aim
of that contribution.
I am sure that in some cases the level of recognition
is deserved, it is just wrong that it takes the form
of a degree. Degrees handed out for this purpose
devalue the achievements of students who have put
in time, effort and dedication. When Billy Connolly
received one of his honorary doctorates he even
joked about the situation saying “I’m now a Doctor
of Letters. Most of them Fs and Bs.”
What is even worse is the openness universities

and the academic world have about the motivation
for continuing this activity. It is clearly a means for
the university in question to network and generate
positive publicity. The publicity surely does not
affect student intake numbers: who would choose
one university over another just because they
awarded a degree to some celebrity or other in
between a long speech and a vol au vent buffet?
Networking is also a dubious excuse. A large enough
number of contacts are made through research and
a universities varied interaction with communities
and organisations on both a regional and national
scale. Establishing international links within academia
may be the only reasonable motivation behind the
awarding of honorary degrees. However, those
professors from institutions such as Harvard, MIT
and other large American universities who accept
honorary degrees are even more deplorable than
the celebrities who have never set foot on campus
soil but accept their honours gratefully.
Distinguished academics should personify the
values of the higher education system which they
once graduated from and now work in. Among
their former roles will be jobs such as senior
lecturer, course leader, examiner and student
tutor. In all these roles certain qualities and
standards are required, which are conveniently
and hypocritically disregarded to accept an
honorary degree. How can someone dictate
grades, that will contribute towards a degree,
based on breadth of research, quality of content
and word count and also stroll up and accept an
accolade free of effort?
It is time for the most respected
individuals
in
education to make
a stand and reject
honorary
degrees
to help preserve the

Girls With Fattitude
By Miranda Newey

W

e’ve all seen the postChristmas workout videos
featuring skinny minnies,
who had a ﬂash in the pan of fame, and
yet still strive for further stardom by
being far too energetic for their own
good. Promoting unachievable results
and encouraging impossible exercises,
these “d list” celebrities leave viewers
fed up and probably exhausted simply
at the thought of lifting a ﬁnger.

The brain behind the project, Vicki Swinden
realised that being overweight was restricting
her from enjoying the simple things in life such as,
“playing in the garden with the kids,” which most
people take for granted.
Being no stranger to the feeling of exclusion, the

Twenty and a half stone Julie, who has been
overweight for all of her life wished to “help
people help themselves,” Fattitude workout being
the tool to enable this.
Business extraordinaire Linda Koch, founder of
‘Big Girls Paradise’ night clubs received an e-mail
from Vicki enquiring whether she was interested
in making a video “with fat birds for fat birds.”
Intrigued about the proposition, Linda agreed to
meet with Vicki, and instantly realised that they
would make a winning combination.
Fattitude, which consists of ﬁve, especially tailored
workouts, even includes some exercises which
can be done whilst sat in your own armchair.

Well, lo and behold these tiresome replica videos
could soon be a thing of the past. Stick insects
watch out, as the Fattitude trio are set to hit the
UK with force.
The revolutionary workout, Fattitude is unique in
that it doesn’t feature pop stars or people familiar
to the public eye, but three overweight, middleaged, English women. Left frustrated with the lack
of support for obese people wanting to get ﬁt, the
threesome decided to take action.

sanctity of our higher education system and stop
it from forgetting its students and becomes a selfaggrandising PR machine. If that happens it can only
be good for the image of universities.If it doesn’t,
and it turns out Kermit deserves his honorary
degree, it won’t be long before we see the start of a
campaign to knight the entire
cast of The Magic Roundabout
- time for bed Zebedee...

The regimes are also accompanied by nutrionalist
information from life coach, Dr. Mike Smith,
who believes that “there is no pill better than
exercise.”

43-year-old expressed, “fat people are often very
lonely,” especially in a society so obsessed with
magazines containing the supposed “ideal.”
Motivated to help others, who like herself were
keen to increase ﬁtness in a sensible and safe
manner, Vicki decided that a fun exercise regime
with advice for overweight people was required.
The mother of three teamed up with ﬁtness
expert Louise Muir and began searching for

interest in their innovative idea.
Wary of being ridiculed for their somewhat unusual
workout aspirations, the pair, after encountering
numerous sceptics agreed a deal with a Manchester
based company who were more than obliged to
work alongside them. After auditioning a copious
amount of overweight hopefuls, Julie Richardson
and Linda Koch impressed the interviewers and
joined the Fattitude bandwagon.

Although the Fattitude team set out purely to get
ﬁt and have fun, they all also managed to beneﬁt
by losing weight in the process.
Vicki encourages all those who are nervous of
exercising to “not be defeatist” and to indulge
in what is “tried and tested” to be a great fun
workout, which ensures positive results with the
Fattitude girls.
Further information about Fattitude can be found
at www.fattitude.org.uk
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The Alcohol Culture of Lancaster University
where all the student loan is going!

By L. Moosavi

A

recent study on the alcohol
consumption habits of British
undergraduates at Lancaster
University has discovered that on a
weekly basis 80% of male and 87% of
female students are drinking more
than the limit recommended by the
Department of Health. Also 60% of
males and 62% of females at Lancaster
University are ofﬁcially weekly binge
drinkers, meaning they are drinking more
than double the recommended limit.
It gets worse. 22% of males and 15% of
females are double binge drinking every
week i.e. they are drinking four times
more than the recommended limits, or
in other words, they are drinking enough
to classify two people as binge drinkers.
The postgraduate research conducted by myself,
Ya Liu and Adriana Alvarado Perry of the Sociology
Department surveyed more than 600 Lancaster
University undergraduates to try and gain an
understanding of the alcohol culture at Lancaster
University. It produced shocking results. The study
echoes a SCAN article from October 2005 which
asked “Are students drinking themselves into debt?
Have University activities become too alcoholorientated?”.These issues still seem to be pertinent
with the average student spending an average £11
on a night out, three times a week. This adds up to
more than £1000 in one academic year. So that’s

In recent weeks the media have been focusing on
the issue of alcohol abuse in British society to
commemorate the one year anniversary of the new
licensing laws which allow alcohol establishments
to open for longer hours with the justiﬁcation that
it will help minimise binge drinking, turning the
Brits into more ‘continental style drinkers’. And
it deﬁnitely is a British phenomenon. Britain has
one of the highest rates of alcohol consumption in
Europe which is said to date back to the Vikings.
Apparently, like the Inuit have many words for snow,
the Brits are said to have over 50 words for being
drunk. I will leave it to you to try and work out
how many you can think of. It has been reported
that notable ﬁgures of Britishness such as Charles
Dickens began regularly consuming alcohol from
age 11 while Queen Elizabeth I used to drink two
pints of strong beer for breakfast! It has even been
claimed that the Battle of Hastings in 1066 was lost
because of the drunkenness of the English soldiers
and that the WWI efforts were undermined by the
heavy drinking of the Brits. The Duke of Wellington
has also been recorded as complaining of the
drunkenness of his soldiers, which he believed gave
an edge to Napoleon’s French army.
There was a time when alcohol in Britain was
viewed as part of the daily diet, drank by all ages,
at all times of the day, since the water was just not
clean enough, culminating in the Gin Epidemic of
the 18th century when an average of two pints a
week was drunk for every man, woman and child
in London. Leandro Fernández de Moratín, the late

eighteenth-century playwright, was so shocked at
the heavy use of alcoholic beverages in Britain,
that he titled the seventh of his Loose Annotations
about England; ‘Drunkenness’.
Not forgetting that it is legal for a 5 year old to
drink alcohol in Britain, we can deﬁnitely assert,
as the British philosopher Roger Scruton recently
did, that alcohol consumption is “one of the great
British institutions”. In a recent Channel 5 television
programme called ‘An A-Z of Britishness’, the ﬁrst
entry of the 26 categories was ‘alcohol’, followed
by such notorious emblems of Britishness as the
queue, the Union Jack and the weather. Andrew
McNeill, the Director of the Institute of Alcohol
Studies said: “we have a very entrenched culture of
intoxication”. This notion is supported in that 77%
of British undergraduates at Lancaster University
go out drinking solely with other British students.
The best people to ask to conﬁrm whether alcohol
is a signiﬁcant cultural component of Britishness
are the international students, many of whom come
from countries where alcohol is not as prominent
a part of University life as it is in Britain. An article
in SCAN on 30th Oct 2006 saw an American
student here at Lancaster declare “how shocked I
was when I looked at the Fresher’s Week schedule
and realised that every school-sponsored event
involved alcohol, and how impressed I was when
I noted just how well the 18-year-olds here can
hold their alcohol, at least compared to Americans
of the same age”. This is the type of opinion you
will ﬁnd reverberating amongst the vast majority
of international students whether they be Greek,
Mexican or Nigerian. For example, our study found
that 48% of Chinese undergraduate students here
don’t drink alcohol at all, and from the ones who
do, only 16% of the males and 19% of the females
drink more than the recommended limits. The
average British male undergraduate at Lancaster
University are drinking 37 units a week compared
to the average Chinese male undergraduate
drinking 8 units a week. For females, the average
British undergraduate at Lancaster is drinking 20
units a week compared to just 3 units a week for
the average Chinese undergraduate.
University life has always been synonymous with
an alcohol culture. Every student knows that when
they come to University they will most likely begin
consuming greater amounts of alcohol than ever
before.We found that 62% drink more since coming
to University, only 6% drink less and the rest drink
the same amount as they did before coming to
University. So why is it that Lancaster and British
students feel they have to drink so much? Perhaps
this is because students escape
their
parents eyes, perhaps because they
ﬁnd it a way to cope with
new stresses, perhaps
it is because they
want to ﬁt
in
with
the many
others

or perhaps because there is nothing much else to
do in rainy Lancaster.
Nobody would deny that in British Universities,
including Lancaster, there is most deﬁnitely an
alcohol culture. This is further conﬁrmed by our
ﬁnding that 68% of students are more likely to
gather with friends where alcohol is present,
rather than where it isn’t. Moreover, we found that
during Fresher’s Week, which can be viewed as the
introduction to University life, 91% believed alcohol
was an important part of the week for the average
student. Worryingly, 46% of those who binge drink
believed the average student still consumes more
than they do.
Some have criticised those who sell alcohol
to students for taking advantage of students’
new found independence coupled with the few
thousand pounds that are deposited in their
account from the Student Loans Company. Many
bars and clubs offer student-deals that can often
seem to encourage binge drinking. The NUS has
been involved with high-proﬁle anti-binge drinking
campaigns in recent years and have recently
announced the promotion of a new alcohol-free
juice bar concept. Other initiatives to reduce the
amount of alcohol consumption on campuses have
included The University of Lincoln’s alternative
Fresher’s Week with more non-alcohol centred
activities, the banning of alcohol advertisement
on campuses, and a scheme piloted in America
where partygoers with the lowest level of alcohol
in their bodies won prizes. At the present time, the
government are spending £4m on broadcasting
the high-proﬁle ‘Know Your Limits’ advertising
campaign to reduce the amount of binge drinking
in 18-24 year olds.
From my experience it seems that most students
are simply unaware of how much they are drinking
in relation to the recommended levels, since the
confusing system of having to translate pints of
the many different strength lagers, bitters, ciders,
wines, spirits and alcopops into how many units
they qualify to is problematic, as well as the fact
that each individuals own body mass affects the
level they shouldn’t be exceeding. But my advice
for those who drink alcohol would be to make
themselves familiar with what the recommended
limits are and try their best to stay within those
boundaries for their own sake in the long-term!
And one ﬁnal message to those 6 boys and 1 girl
who drink 100 or more units of alcohol per week,
seek some help, whoever you may be! NightLine
offers a good service, and I’m not joking here, you
are far above the recommended limit.
For more information about the project please
contact: l.moosavi@lancaster.ac.uk

FUSION

Blonde on Blonde
ALBUM
THE LONG BLONDES: SOMEONE TO DRIVE
YOU HOME
BY HANNAH CORNFORTH

Y

ou know you’re in safe hands as
soon as the vocals start – the
assertive, sultry tones of Kate
Jackson reminded me of Debbie Harry,
an association strengthened by the
iconic picture on the album artwork.
Jackson’s strong voice and the crisp
production makes you relax – too
often new albums invoke a sense of
anxiousness. No such feeling here.
The immediate mood is a throwback to the 90s
– Pulp, Babybird, Texas, Beautiful South. The lyrics
are the forceful yet cool British fare we were
used to from those bands: from “Watch movies
with the lights on/ Sit still, keep her tights on”
to the slightly bitter, “another weekend without
make-up, another evening to myself/ well I guess
I won’t be having the time of my life tonight”, The
Long Blondes seem to have accomplished that very
British knack of lyrics sung with tongue ﬁrmly in
cheek.
The Long Blonde look is library chic or sexy
geek and the cover artwork is of a similar style,
recalling the 70s. Listening to the album you get
a sense of a band whose female members strut
on stage in berets, cardigans and
red kitten heels, having spent
the afternoon browsing charity
shops.

GIGS
THE LONG BLONDES LIVE AT THE JUNCTION CAMBRIDGE
BY JAMES MONTGOMERY

A

lthough you may not realise it at
present, Kate Jackson will soon
be the name on everyone’s lips.
Indeed, Jackson and her merry troupe,
whom go by the name of The Long
Blondes, have been gaining momentum
for some time now. After contemplating
on various record deals with no success,

the band decided upon famed label
Rough Trade who feature the likes of
The Libertines and The Strokes. From this
gig, it’s easy to see why Rough Trade
wanted a piece of the action.
From the ﬁrst notes of ‘Lust In The Movies’, the
Blondes have got you under their spell. Theirs is
a world of gleeful pop hooks, ﬁfties glamour and
neck-scarves. It is clear that they are enjoying
the recognition that they ﬁnally deserve. It’s
hard to believe that when they ﬁrst formed over
two years ago, the ﬁve-piece simply chose an
instrument each and learnt to play since they play
with such conﬁdence, presence and swagger.
However, what is most surprising is the plethora
of quality hits they already seem to have amassed.
‘Appropriation (By Any Other Name)’ is greeted
with elated cheers, and new single ‘Once &
Never Again’ has transformed into a battle-cry
for heartbroken nineteen-year-old girls across
the country; “nineteen, you’re only nineteen for
God’s sake, you don’t need a boyfriend”.
Credit must be given to Dorian, the lead guitarist,
who has penned the majority of the band’s clever
and genuinely funny lyrics. ‘Lust’s’ name checks

starlets of the past, Edie Sedgewick, Anna Karina,
and new song ‘You Could Have Both’ contains
the amusing line “ I’ve only got a job so I don’t
disappoint my mother”. This is intelligent music,
no question about it. The genius behind it is
that while the subject matter of most songs is
expressive and thoughtful, you can still dance to
it.
Nevertheless, at the heart of the performance
is Jackson herself. Scanning the audience, it is
difﬁcult to believe that her status as an icon has
not been pre-ordained. From the young girls,
dressed to the nines in polka dot neck-scarves,
to the lustful chaps, whose thoughts are most
likely too dirty to print, this is a woman whose
inﬂuence extends far beyond the stage. “Just
accept that she will never take you higher than
her attic room”, Kate purrs during the indie
classic ‘Giddy Stratospheres”. Who are we to
argue? Certainly, she is, in my opinion, the most
exciting front woman since Karen O of Yeah Yeah
Yeahs fame.
But, I digress. The Long Blondes are a band you truly
need to know about. They combine memorable
melodies with witty lyrics to compose brilliant,
brilliant music. The Long Blondes, I salute you!

Despite appearances, the end
result is strong: ‘Once and Never
Again’ is catchy to the point of
being anthemic, (you’ll probably
know it, as I did, by the chorus line,
“You’re Only Nineteen”) but the
presence of darker, more sensitive
tracks such as ‘Heaven Help the
New Girl’ help persuade that these Blondes are
deﬁnitely not dumb, and have more than one
sound up their cardigan sleeves.
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Albums

ALBUM
JOE DRISCOLL: ORIGIN MYTHS
BY GRAEME POULTON

I

t is impossible to
refute Joe Driscoll’s
absolute talent; it
oozes from his debut
album and it would be a
mistake to assume that
Joe is a run of the mill Hip
Hop musician, which he
himself refuses ﬁercely.
His music is much, much
more than this.
For those of you who have never
heard of this one man band
hailing from New York City, he
arrived on these shores armed
with a guitar, a didgeridoo, a
harmonica and a ﬁve-track and
has already made a massive
impact upon the British Isles as
he launches his ﬁnal attack with
his unique blend of rhythmic

blues, reggae and T’rip Hop.
An audience would be forgiven
for thinking that the music is
performed by a ﬁve or six piece
band, but you continually remind
yourself that the music is being
performed by one man and a
ﬁve-track. Driscoll builds multilayered loops in the live setting,
creating the soundscape of a
live band with only his voice and
guitar.
‘Origin Myths’ is Driscoll’s ﬁrst
attempt at the big time, and
a very valiant attempt it is; a
diverse collection of songs so
complex that interpretation
changes on each listen. Each
track an intricate tapestry of
sounds and moods that reeks
of inﬂuences from rock, reggae,

blues and folk.The gem contained
within the sleeves of this poetic
master class is a DVD, explaining
in detail his complex life and
more multifaceted music style.
The music comes in the shape
of ﬁve, musically brilliant tracks,
each knocking the last out the
park. It opens with a Hip Hop
heavy track that would make
the hardcore members of the
Sugarhill Gang sit up and take
notice.Whatever music textbook
he’s using, he’s torn it to shreds,
burnt it, buried it and probably
danced on the site in a state of
self- pride.
Driscoll proves that he is not
only a talented musician but a
well accomplished singer, with
ﬂecks of Anthony Kiedis and

All You Need Is Love

R

Whilst it is hard to escape the
obvious comparison with bands

Alterkicks: On A Holiday
By James Montgomery
On first impression, this
appears to be a dizzyingly
cheerful track, and yet
the lyrics suggest a darker

such as The Libertines, Larrikin Love
succeed in separating themselves
from the crowd through their
diverse instrumental range,
including pipes as featured at the
end of ‘Fall at the feet of Re’ and
a folksy banjo/violin combination
as in ‘Happy as Annie’, all played
with infectious enthusiasm.

The album is not ﬂawless, it’s
simply too short and the lyrics
falter brieﬂy, but regain quickly
in what would seem like a lack
of concentration. The music
naturally pushes the listener to
praise the beat box skills of the
NYC boy, but this overshadows
the exceptional guitar skills
driven by funky rifts and
imaginatively used chords.
His true accomplishment comes
in his live performance, when
he takes the audience on a
ride, which I’m sure 90% are
not prepared for. As the words
“everything you hear is live”
resonated through the small town
festival where I ﬁrst saw Driscoll,
a stark realization took hold of
me, I for one had forgotten to
pack my toothbrush.

ALBUM
DEPECHE MODE: THE BEST OF
BY AMY WILLIAMS
as a vent for Edward Larrikin’s
literary
tendencies;
their
lyrics are not pretentious or
sickeningly poignant, but rather
lively and inventive, equally as
effective in demonstrating the
talent and pent up creativity this
band is ready to release on a
willing audience.

This variety creates a healthy
mix
between
catchy
singles
and more soulful
tunes,
making
up an album of
individual tracks,
each of which are
worth a listen.
Although Larrikin
Love are said to
have originated

meaning behind the song, as
Stilwell moans that he’s “On
the rooftop and my shotguns
loaded”. This isn’t anything
you haven’t heard before,
but it’s still a notable release
worthy of your attention.

undertones of Chris Cornell.
The Marley inﬂuence is rife
throughout, but none more so
than this semi rant on the state
of social welfare. However the
kicker really does lie within the
last track of the album which
details a one man stand (literally)
against materialism, intertwining
harmonies reminiscent of the
Beach Boys.

Walking in their Shoes

ALBUM
LARRIKIN LOVE: THE FREEDOM SPARK
BY CHRISTINE WILDE
ising through the
ranks from pub
phenomenon
to
festival standard, Larrikin
Love prove that they
have more than just a
cool name with their new
album, ‘The Freedom
Spark’. London based but
not at all patriotic as the
lyrics of ‘Downing Street
Kindling’ would suggest,
this rebellious foursome
refuses to be stereotyped
as ‘just another London
band’, but instead add
something fresh to the
arguably repetitive British
indie scene.
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othing makes me
feel more like I’m
back in the 80’s
than Depeche Mode. Their
‘best of’ CD embodies
the spirit of the new
wave era: From dark and
moody ‘Personal Jesus’
to bubblegum pop classic
‘Just Can’t Get Enough’,
Depeche Mode certainly
aren’t a one hit wonder.
While they ﬁrst broke onto
the scene with their catchy and
upbeat single ‘Just Can’t Get
Enough’, their music stretches
across decades and for the most
part keeps the sort of dance vibe
while getting continuously darker.
The CD also includes their latest
single ‘Martyr’ which is quite

The Gossip: Standing in
the Way of Control
By Adam Simons

The Gossip have asserted
themselves as one of the most
crucial US underground acts of
recent times. Here they desert
their trademark rock ‘n’ soul
for the more punk-funk sound
de jour, and ironically their most
overtly political track to date.
Iconic front woman Beth Detto
takes on conservative America’s
refusal to legalise gay marriage,
as well as providing a rallying call
to dissidents, outsiders and the
disenfranchised in general.

different compared to their
upbeat earlier work. ‘Martyr’
keeps an 80’s sort of vibe with
the electric keyboard in the
background, but at the same time
its very much an alternative sort
of dance song, in that it’s quite
dark with lyrics like “ nailed up on
the cross, while your having your
fun, as the damage is done”.

compared to the usual mindless
dance music of the 80’s, and that
many of the songs are quite
emotional. My two favorite songs
are the slightly more upbeat;
‘Everything Counts’, which blasts
out some fantastic 80’s beats on
an electric keyboard, and ‘Shake
the Disease’ just because its so
damn catchy.

Actually when you look at a lot
of Depeche Mode’s music you
could in a way say its danceemo, especially with tracks
like ‘Walking in My Shoes’ and
‘Precious’. However I really
don’t mean ‘emo’ in the sort
of derogatory way it’s usually
used today, just that Depeche
Mode has produced rather a
dark form of electronic music

Viva Machine: My Jet
Set Radio
By Beth Harper

I’m sure I’ve heard the same
song before. There’s nothing
interesting or new about it. The
worst thing is that it doesn’t even
have a catchy, predictable chorus
to pull it back. They sound like a
not-so-good version of Idlewild,
but even less spectacular. Fans of
All American Rejects, Reuben and
Biffy Clyro should check them
out, but, judging by this track,
they lack that killer edge. Room
for improvement to say the very
least.
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oel
Gallagher
promised
that
Oasis would only
release a Best-of once
their careers had ﬁnished,
so quite why ‘Stop the
Clocks’
has
arrived
ten years late remains
one of life’s mysteries.
Nevertheless, the ﬁrst
Oasis retrospective is a
ﬁtting celebration of the
deﬁnitive British rock act
of the 1990s.
A common charge levelled
against Oasis is that their music
is derivative, that the Gallaghers
are repulsive, donkey-rock
specialists
with
delusions
of grandeur. Oasis borrow
unashamedly from a great
British rock heritage, but their
music is all the better for it.
Even if ‘Cigarettes & Alcohol’
steals the riff from T-Rex’s ‘Get
It On’, no other song quite
captures the essence of middleEngland on drugs. The balls-out

rock n roll of ‘Some Might Say’
is a musical middle-ﬁnger up
at the world, while the ton-ofbricks-falling-down-a-staircase
chorus of ‘Morning Glory’
sounds as important now as
a decade earlier. Although
lacking in artistic value, many
more outré artists would do
well to replicate the sing-along
euphoria of ‘Don’t Look Back in
Anger’. Arguably their greatest
accomplishment was to bring
the football terraces to the
concert halls.
Elsewhere, the stripped-down
acoustics of ‘Talk Tonight’ show
Noel Gallagher to be a credible,
intelligent songwriter. He is,
however, the only songwriter
who could get away with the
couplet ‘All your dreams are
made of strawberry lemonade.’
There was a time in the mid90s where journalists could
speak to Noel Gallagher if only
they could part the seas, such
was the clamour surrounding

the seismic ‘Deﬁnitely Maybe’
and its follow-up ‘(What’s The
Story?) Morning Glory’. These
days, the Gallaghers are less
willing to bite the hand that
feeds. 14 of the 18 tracks are
from 1994-95 and tellingly,
songs from the career-killing Be
Here Now are omitted entirely.
The 4 modern-day Oasis songs
that make the cut are slow and
sludgy by comparison. ’Go Let It
Out’ sits uneasily alongside the
far superior B-side from 1995
‘Half the World Away’. ‘The
Importance of Being Idle’ is the
best thing Oasis have recorded
in ten years, though that says
more about the three preceding
albums than the song itself.
In any event, four tracks from
the last decade of recording
represent a poor return.
By contrast, several songs from
the early years are notable by
their absence,such as‘Whatever’,
‘Listen Up’ and controversially
’Roll With It’. Thankfully, the

Dad’s Army Days
ALBUM
WHITESNAKE: LIVE... IN THE SHADOW
BY MARK MCGLASHAN

Y

ou
mention
Whitesnake
and
you can literally
hear “Here I go again on
my own!” rattling around
in your head somewhere,
can’t you?! And, true to
form, it gets a play on this
new live album coming
from
the
mad-haired
Americans. ‘Live... In The
Shadow Of The Blues’ is
a stunner of an album. 24
tracks of pure Whitesnake;
they’ve even taken the
time to record 4 brand
new tracks for your aural
pleasure!
If you’re anywhere near a fan of
these boys go and have a listen, it
will not disappoint. Granted, this

Paulo Nutini: Rewind
By Ben Bailey
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ALBUM
OASIS: STOP THE CLOCKS
BY WILL THACKER

collection
boldly
represents a Best Of
and not a Greatest
Hits, underlying the
strength of the Oasis
back catalogue. As
a near-ﬂawless
collection of
songs, ‘Stop
the Clocks’
can
be
mentioned
in the same
breath as
The Smith’s
‘Singles’,
Joydivision’s
‘Substance’
and at a push,
The Beatles’ ‘1’.
The power of
these songs lie
not just in their
melody but in the
memories
they
contain.

Sold Out, and Sold Out?
DVD
NIRVANA: LIVE TONIGHT! SOLD OUT!!
BY MARK MCGLASHAN

BLUES

is deﬁnitely a CD for your dad.
With such big hair coupled with
tight leather pants and bombastic
pop metal hooks; Whitesnake
were your parent’s band of
choice! Dig out the photo album
and look! Find the one with the
obligatory bad 80s hairdo and the
air guitar pose, and, I will wager
money on this, he strut that pose
to either 1)Van Halen 2) Guns n’
Roses or 3) Whitesnake.

back that feeling of actually
considering a massive haircut
and some skin tight pants.
This is a damn ﬁne slice of
stadium rock and guaranteed to
put a smile on your face.

This new collection (containing
5 previously unreleased live
recordings) is the closest
anybody will get to owning
anything near a Nirvana bootleg
these days, unless you’re willing
to brave the eBay gauntlet and
scrape together your entire
student loan, beg, steal, borrow,

This double CD helps recapture
that feeling of metal excess.
That Motley Crüe lifestyle that
was universally sought after
(obviously the one without ‘the
clap’). Back in the days when it
didn’t matter if you could play
guitar, just as long as you had one
to make you look cool. It brings

Paulo Nutini is taking the music
world by storm. The nineteenyear-old Glaswegian lad tells
tales of regret, young love and
underage drinking. His stunning
vocals are shrouded in lament,
though posses a maturity far
beyond his years. ‘Rewind’ is
just another great track off
his breathtaking debut ‘These
Streets’. Get it now, while stocks
last.

I

t is hard to describe
the massive impact
that Nirvana have
had on the world. With
more than a decade
of musical dominance,
thanks to the triple
platinum selling album
‘Nevermind’,
Nirvana
became
a
household
name, helping to shape an
entire generation.

The Divine Comedy: A
Lady Of A Certain Age
By Ian Keyte

This single once again displays
Neil Hannon’s ability to make
his seemingly pointless stories
of middle-class nobodies sound
like the most beautiful, touching
stories ever told. Backed by a
familiar luscious orchestration,
his elegant baritone croon is as
soothing as ever. He even gets
away with rhyming “Surry” with
“hurry”, which for less divine
bands would be an offence
punishable by death.

and then some you may have to
sell your Nan.
This re-mastered version of
the 1994 original is astonishing.
Acknowledged as Cobain’s ‘baby’
at a time just before his death,
the project pieces together clips
of live shows and backstage
footage
interspersed
with
interviews. All of which help
to put the message across that
Nirvana were not comfortable
in their new mainstream shoes.
Kurt especially, voices that he
hated the fact that his band
helped create a trend. A social
condition he could not stand.
As a result of their success,
Seattle found itself packed with
major record label scouts signing

Six Nation Sate: Fire!
By Ian Keyte
The energy and intensity of Six
Nation State give the impression
of band who are indeed “on ﬁre”.
Here they provide a compact

local acts and labelling them
as ‘grunge’ to suit the current
market. Such bands as Alice In
Chains, Stone Temple Pilots and
Mudhoney were signed from the
scene and packaged along with
the current trend.
If you want raw, live, dirty music
you can’t go far wrong with this
release.

two-minute belter, propelled by
abrasive riffs, pounding drums
and a singer who sounds like an
unholy combination of Johnny
Cash and Lemmy, trying to battle
each other to the death.
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Just Tool Good
TOOL LIVE

E

ven sleeping on the
cold, unloving ﬂoor
of
Manchester
Piccadilly station cannot
besmirch the experience
of seeing Tool. Their
current tour, 10,000 Days,
unsurprisingly
features
heavily from their new
album
10,000
Days,
which, if I’m honest, isn’t
my favourite of the ﬁve
they’ve released to this
date, but this is arbitrary
considering the ecstasy
that was the live show.
Before I get started, I’m going
to tell you my favourite story
of questionable verity, about
how Tool came to be. The
guitarist Adam Jones, living in
an afﬂuent neighbourhood,
came out of his house one day
to collect his post, put out his
rubbish, whatever, when he
heard his next-door neighbour,
who’d always been a bit of fruit,
screaming his head off at some
guy. Never mind what he was
screaming, or why, but Adam,
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who’d just put together a band
in need of a vocalist, was blown
away by his voice, and bravely
strode over to propose a job.
The rest is history.
Maynard James Keenan is this
front man, and has long had a
reputation for being something
of a mentalist. Legend has it that
one day, he woke up, didn’t have

GIGS
MEN ARENA, MANCHESTER
BY HANNAH LICKERT

AT THE

any clothes, so painted himself
in blueberry yoghurt. Certainly
previously live shows have seen
him wearing nought but body
paint, or one his impressive
collections of wigs. I was treated
to a man who looked like he’d
stepped out of Doug. His
hair was impossibly wiry and
vertical, his jacket was luminous

orange, and the atmospheric
lighting made his skin look blue.
However, any associations with
innocent cartoons stopped
there, and the arresting visuals
of creepy white humanoids
from their videos created that
epic ambience that I had been
so eagerly anticipating.
Tool being Tool, they had no

problem ﬁlling the uninspiring
cavern that is the MEN, due
in part to Maynard’s immense
stage presence. He might as well
be 10 feet tall and carved out of
granite, you just can’t take your
eyes off him.
Aside from such 10,000 Days
numbers as “Rosetta Stoned”
and something else, “Schism,”

long being a favourite of mine,
induced me to make even more
of a tipsy arse out of myself,
turning as I did to my gig buddy
with my hands in devil horn
formation screaming “fucking
YEEEEAHH!” in his face with
Grolsch breath. I would talk
about further highlights, but the
whole thing is just one giant
epic mess in my head. All I know
is that it was bloody brilliant.
I don’t know if you can pigeonhole Tool, in terms of genre.
Progressive metal seems to be
the collective opinion, but they
are capable of so much more
than this label conjures up. I
had a friend who took down
all of his band posters, put
away all of his cds, leaving only
Tool, because he deemed no
other band worthy of his time.
Although they might have lost
some of the heroic originality
they once had, Maynard is still
the very deﬁnition of dude,
and their live show is the aural
and visual assault you fork out
stadium prices for.
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11/12 LULUMS Open Mic Night
@ Fibber McGee’s

12/12 Tenacious D @ MEN Arena, Manchester
13/12 Swedenborg +Steve Morgan + Thomas
Turax (tbc) @ Yorkshire House
13/12 Madness @ MEN Arena, Manchester
14/12 The Usuals @ Grad Bar
14/12 Crash My Model Car + Cowtown + How’s
My Pop? + MC Inertia + The Handsome Devil @
Yorkshire House
15/12 Spotlight Club @ Yorkshire House
15/12 Off The Wall @ Blackpool Opera House
16/12 The Bootleg Beatles @ Blackpool Opera
House
17/12 Motorheadache @ Hark To Towler, Bolton
17/12 Northwest is Best Fest 2006: Day For
Airstrikes + Raucious + Burnst + The Freezing Frog
+ Spokes + Thade + Run Like Hell + Calcuion @
Yorkshire House
17/12 Cradle of Filth
@ Manchester Academy

18/12 Rushmore + Buchanan @ Night and day
Cafe, Manchester

Charlie’s Heroes on the other hand are not lacking
in the performance region, presenting a new look
to the post rock sound. The band, assembled from
the north-west, play intense music that has its fair
share of pensive moments, all pinned together with
a contrast of melodic noisy spells. On the whole,
their painfully sung lyrics, leave you wishing they
stuck to the instrumentals.
Despite the subtly hilarious band name, a Bill and
Ted vest top, an asymmetric ﬂoppy hair cut, a drum

Napoleon 3rd is redeﬁning the one-man band as
something exciting and not at all embarrassing. On
top of the quality songs, Napoleon 3rd is a quality
performer, and though the most cruel hearted
could brand him a novelty act, the plethora of
voices make it occasionally hard to distinguish the
recorded and the live. However, he is the perfect
pop star, all be it an endearing anti-pop star with
chubby cheeks and a scruffy demeanour.
Song wise,‘Deﬁbrillator’ is faultless, with its brilliant
lyrics about the fear of your home town streets,
passionately he sings “Please don’t rob me of my
songs/My songs are all I have/And they really are
not of much value/When you’re singing them to/
The man in Cash Converters!” The drollness of
the lyrics is hilarious, but such modesty is almost
ironic as his songs are priceless. On ‘Guys in Bands’,
admittedly not one of his best songs, he dons an
acoustic guitar, daubed with the Woody Guthrie
parody of “This guitar kills music and ﬁtted with
a strobe light, which is used to spectacular ends,
revealing why the lights were dimmed before the
song. “Hit Snooze...” however was not just an
excellent end to the set, but a deserved number
one single. Its universal lyrics and its anthemic

Year: 2nd
Found: Fylde Coffee Shop
Favourite tracks:
1) Pendulum- Slam
2) Muse- Invisible
3) Starsailor- Fall To The Floor

O
X

PO PS

Looks for:
“Music that speaks for itself.”

X
VO

Name: Rachel Lewis
College: Pendle
Year: 3rd
Found: LUSU Building.

Favourite tracks:
1) Snow Patrol- Chasing
Cars
2) Shakira- Hips Don’t Lie
3) Pete Murray- So Beautiful

Looks for:
“Something to suit my mood.”
Name: Steve Donlon
College: Lonsdale
Year: 1st
Found: Outside SCAN
Ofﬁce.
Favourite tracks:
O
1)Scissor Sisters- I don’t
X
feel like dancing
2)The Fratellis- Whistle for the choir
3)Muse- Starlight
Looks for:
“something that is upbeat.”

V

18/12 A Christmas Music Hall @ Morecambe
Dome

T

hose who have seen Uncle Jeff
previously, will most probably
have been faced with a nagging
suspicion that with a little charisma
and originality, these boys could go far,
but as they are, they are a bland albeit
talented, indie rock band, with stolen
licks from Weezer and The Pixies.

College: Fylde

V

11/12 Bromheads Jacket @ Preston 53 Degrees

By Adam Simons

machine, three high ﬁves and a Pavement cover,
Manchester’s Sir Yes Sir do not fully convince
of the lo-ﬁ genius that their MySpace demos
suggests. Instead the two piece’s songs are often
undifferentiated; the simple nature of their set up,
ironically, being their downfall. If there was a little
more to look at, i.e. a drummer, a bit more interplay
between the two band members, you feel they
could be a lot better.
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A New Type of Potter Movie
By Ben Bailey
Editor

S

ome ﬁlms are almost made better
by the time and place in which you
see them. A winter’s day in London
seemed an excellent, if appropriate,
way in which to see Miss Potter, a feat
bettered only by the quiet, private,
screening before a press conference with
the actors.
Miss Potter is the latest offering from an increasingly
fashionable genre- the literary biopic. The ﬁlm tells
the story behind the internationally renowned
author Beatrix Potter (Renée Zellweger), and
follows her life from a young child obsessed with
drawing animals, to becoming a world famous
author, hell bent on saving the Lake District from
the greedy developers.
While the notion of a ﬁlm about Beatrix Potter
may immediately strike potential viewers as a
bunny loving children’s movie, Miss Potter is
rather refreshingly, nothing of the sort. Director
Chris Nolan (Babe) said: “I thought of her as a
time traveller. A woman with modern virtues and
aspirations, waking up in a restricted Victorian
England.”

to her seat unnoticed. But of course her seat is on
the stage at the front of the room, as she is after all
the lead part and therefore the centre of attention.
Perfect.
“It is such a beautiful script, so compelling and I
wanted to know more about this woman who I
knew so little about. I liked her. I liked her a lot.
She was so quick and witty and it’s such a beautiful
story, I can’t believe it isn’t ﬁction.” Her words come
out almost as they do on stage. Short muddled
sentences spoken with zeal and admiration for a
character she clearly fell in love with.
What makes Zellweger’s performance so
remarkable is her ability to make the viewer believe
every emotion she portrays is genuine. She really is
this independent woman being pressured by her
parents to marry, who only manages to ﬁnd solace
in the characters she creates. When it comes to
romance, Zellweger is no less convincing. Having
found a publishing house willing to produce her
book, it is quickly revealed that the two publishers
only took on her book so they could give their
younger brother Norman a project on which he
was destined to fail. Enter Ewan McGregor.
McGregor’s depiction of NormanWarne, the slightly
bumbling younger brother is as ever, excellent.
He is immediately taken with Beatrix’s work, and

“In the next ﬁlm my penis is going to sing a
song.”- Ewan McGregor
And so it was. Beatrix the child grew to Beatrix
the young woman. Raised in comfort by a family
preoccupied with class divide. She rejected her
prospective suitors, a laugh out loud scene that
was more Bridget Jones than Beatrix Potter. She
therefore became the dreaded thirty-year-old
spinster, uninterested in marriage, happy to remain
completely caught up in her goal of getting her
book published while wandering London with
her ‘friends’. At this point it might be advisable
to point out that her friends are of course her
beloved drawings, which she continually talks to
throughout.
Thus, Beatrix comes across as an adorably quirky,
slightly loony, hidden beauty who is, although she
does not know it, light years ahead of her time.
Fast-forward six hours and Renée Zellweger slinks
into the press conference ﬁve minutes late and
blushing. Her eyes are staring straight at her feet
as she mutters quiet apologises whilst trying to get

seeing through his brother’s ruse is determined to
get the book published and sold. Together the two
become perhaps as close to soul mates as possible.
The so-called ‘chemistry’ between Zellweger and
McGregor oozes off the screen and surpasses even
that of their last venture together in Down With
Love.
McGregor jumped at the chance to work with
Zellweger again when she offered him the part of
Norman Warne. Grinning vehemently he spoke
about the experience.:
“I loved the ﬁlm. We (he and Zellweger) had such
a fantastic time on Down With Love. That was a
very speciﬁc kind of comedy, a kind of 50s sex
comedy which kind of goes against the grain as we
don’t really play comedy like that anymore. She’s
wonderful to work with, but it was tricky, we loved
the ﬁlm but it was very hard work if the timing
was not quite right. We would look at each other

as if to say, ‘God why can’t we be doing something
straightforward?’ Then to be sent this by Renée
was ﬁrsts of all very ﬂattering, but absolutely what
we had been talking about. It’s a beautiful story and
a simple kind of straightforward one.”
By far the loudest and most conﬁdent of all the
actors that day, McGregor laughs when I enquire
why Renée is so great to work with. “She is a
beautiful actress and a brilliant actress. There’s a
beautiful sense of play when we work together,
which doesn’t always happen with other actors. It’s
lovely to explore characters and scenes with each
other when the cameras are turning.”
This is another ﬁlm in which McGregor ﬁnds
himself with a singing role. He was asked if this is
now part of his contract. He comes alive again.“Yes,
along with showing my penis, but I didn’t get that
out. In the next ﬁlm my penis is going to sing a
song.” The actors on stage howl with laughter, the
journalists smile with glee as pencils race all over
the room.
The ﬁlm itself is, as he said, straightforward. As
Beatrix’s ﬁrst book becomes successful Norman
encourages her for another. Soon she puts together
a collection that has become internationally
renowned. Always working closely with Norman,
the two spend more and more time together and
affections grow into a state of delirious happiness.

After a nervous proposal they have the treacherous
task of convincing Beatrix’s parents that she be
allowed to marry a ‘tradesman’. They say no.
A compromise is eventually reached in which the
lovers are forced to part for the summer, as Beatrix
is whisked away to the family’s summer retreat in
the Lake District.They plan to marry in the autumn,
but alas Norman falls ill while Beatrix is away and
her world suddenly begins to spiral out of control.
She looks to her drawings but disturbingly the
animals in the pictures turn and ﬂee, leaving her
completely alone.
Eventually, through the aid of her best friend and
conﬁdante Millie (Emily Watson) she regains the
strength to move away from London, and begins
her new life in the Lake District. It is there that
she uses her fortune to save the countryside from
development by buying up farmhouses before she
ﬁnally ﬁnds happiness again with a charming local
solicitor William Heelis (Lloyd Own).
From start to ﬁnish this is a gem of a ﬁlm, rife
with excellent performances- none more so than
from Zellweger whose portrayal of Beatrix Potter
may well help her collect another Oscar. If not,
this performance perhaps cements Zellweger’s
reputation as one of the greatest actresses of her
generation.
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THEATRE
CHARLOTTE’S WEB
THE DUKES THEATRE
BY EMILY DEEMING

C

harlotte’s Web is a classic
children’s fable and I went to see
the Duke’s production having
never read the book or seen any other
adaptation’s of E. B. White’s story.
Despite many of my friend’s insistences
that it wasn’t just a run of the mill
‘children’s farmyard fairy story’, I have
to admit, I wasn’t expecting to enjoy it.

My expectations, however, were immediately
dissuaded after I saw the stage design which
functions as both a farm yard and summer fete.
Extremely realistic looking patches of grass and
wooden stable doors set behind a cleverly placed
dustbin (doubling as one of the entrance ways for
Templeton the rat) all gave a very authentic feel,
whilst the huge metal spider’s web over-shadowing
the entire farmyard added a touch of intrigue.

The projection of the moon on the back wall, as
well as being very beautiful, also worked as a marker
for how many days and nights passed during the
course of the play.

and around the giant metal web were somewhat
hesitant. Perhaps nerves got the better of her as
it was opening night and hopefully she will grow
more conﬁdent.

At the corner of the set there are a group of mice
that move about and this certainly entertained the
more inquisitive members of the audience. It was
this attention to detail that makes this adaptation
easier for younger children to understand.

For anyone who has read the book, this will be a
nostalgic and friendly reminder of what Charlotte
has to tell the world. E. B. White claimed that all
he wanted to do in the story was ‘say that he loved
life’. This play certainly portrays that message,
and I would recommend it to anyone wanting a
bit of relief from essays, work or just plain winter
gloominess.

For those of you unfamiliar with White’s story,
‘Charlotte’s Web’ was written in 1955 and tells the
tale of Wilbur, the runt piglet who is saved from the
slaughter by Charlotte, a wise spider who weaves
words into her web and causes the farmer to think
Wilbur is creating miracles. Although the story is
fun it isn’t without poignancy and there are some
surprisingly harsh lessons (for a children’s play) to
be learnt about the cycle of life, and the meaning
of friendship.
Wilbur, along with the other farmyard animals
were represented by very clever costume
designs, and some exceptional and often amusing
mannerisms adopted by the actors. Far from
being the pantomime-esque portrayal I had feared,
the geese, sheep, ducks and pigs were all scarily
realistic. Simon Watt’s, who played Wilbur, was
particularly authentic in his energetic and hilarious
representation of the young pig. Bob Saul’s slimy
Templeton also worked very well in contrast to the
other principally loveable characters.
The play’s title character is played by Laura
Sanchez, who seems to be comfortable with her
role as the kind-hearted yet no-nonsense savior
of Wilbur. However, the actresses movements in
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LITFEST
JEAN ‘BINTA’ BREEZE, LIZ LOCHHEAD & CLARE SHAW, WEDNESDAY 15TH NOVEMBER
BY AMY WILLIAMS

A

nyone fortunate
enough
to
have
acquired
tickets for this sellout
performance
will
appreciate how difﬁcult
it
is
to
summarise
such
a
diverse
and
entertaining evening. All
three of the poets really
sought to engage with
their audience, whilst
representing
different
aspects of society and
culture, such as race,
gender and sexuality, in
a very real and accessible

way.
The evening began with a ‘reading’
by Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze, famed for
her exciting performances. The
poet did not fail to provide the
audience with an outstanding
performance of her work,
incorporating rhythmic reading
and singing, with her calypso ‘The
Caribbean Woman’ establishing
itself as a ﬁrm favourite with
the Litfest audience. Although
Breeze’s new collection,The Fifth
Figure: A Poet’s Tale, centres on
ﬁve generations of women and
female experience, her readings

LITFEST
JACKIE KAY, KITTY FITZGERALD
BY ANDREW BAIN

O

n a night where
three
writers
competed
for
the limelight and the
audiences’
affection
there could only really
be one winner. In the
excitement of attending
a reading by the nowfamous poet and writer
Jackie Kay, it’s easy to
forget, sat clutching the
program,
that other
writers are reading ﬁrst.
‘Festival of the Immortals’, a
short story by Helen Simpson,
is a story (ﬁttingly) about a
literary festival where all the
dead greats come back to read.

AND

from this work did nothing to
isolate a male audience, and her
fabulous storytelling provoked
many a round of applause.
Clare Shaw held the unenviable
position as the act to follow
Binta Breeze. Shaw is a new
name in poetry; her ﬁrst
collection Straight Ahead was
published in September this year
(by Bloodaxe, who also publish
popular poets including Binta
Breeze and Jackie Kay). Born
in Burnley and currently living
in Hebden Bridge, Shaw has a
strong Northern accent which

lends itself to her Northern
themed poems, all of which
were very impressive. Shaw
stated that her favourite aspect
of poetry is the ability to speak
in many different voices, and so
her collection includes a poem
for a bus shelter and one for
an orangutan!
It would be
misleading, however, to imply
that this poet’s talent lies merely
in her ability to locate humour in
unlikely or inanimate characters.
Shaw’s poetry traces signiﬁcant
themes in life, from childhood,
to personal growth, even dealing
with breakdowns along the way

in a refreshingly realistic yet
beautifully written way.
The night ended on a high
note with Liz Lochhead reading
from her many collections of
poetry. Anyone unfamiliar with
her work should deﬁnitely give
it a fair chance, because her
poetry appeals to all ages, as
her reception with the Litfest
audience showed. With her
poems for characters as diverse
as ‘dirty divas’, miners, and
George and Ira Gershwin, it was
very easy to ﬁnd something to
relate to in Lochhead’s work,

and her inclusion of Scottish
dialect in her poetry ensures
that, just like Breeze and Shaw,
she remains true to her roots.
This was a truly fantastic evening,
made even more so by the fact
that all three poets were so
happy to chat to members of
the audience in the Dukes bar
after their performances. The
live readings really captured
the essence of poetry and
storytelling, one of the many
reasons why Lancaster is so
lucky to have its own annual
literature festival.

HELEN SIMPSON

It warms the crowd up nicely
with an original idea, thoughtful
narrative pace and two
endearing old-lady characters,
meeting for the ﬁrst time in
years. Next is Kitty Fitzgerald,
whose reading is something of
an oddity. She reads from her
novel Pigtopia, half of which
is written in the style of what
she refers to as a ‘man-child’
(brain of a child, body of a man)
so cut of from society that his
language resembles the speech
of a pig.
The man’s voice certainly seems
a work of great creativity,
but I wonder if a novel of it
might not wear at the temper

LITFEST
JEREMY DYSON READING WHAT HAPPENS NOW?
BY CATHERINE FEARN

somewhat. Part of the problem
seems to be that novels just
don’t work as well as short
stories for festivals, although
Fitzgerald does try to tackle
this by reading from several
sections.
After Fitzgerald moves away
there is a hush of expectation.
Jackie Kay took the podium
and immediately launches into
anecdotes about other festivals.
Every word uttered was
greeted with a titter from the
audience; everyone in the room
is suddenly smiling. As she read
from her new collection the
audiance was charmed by the
Glasgow-heavy accented story

of an old woman mourning for
her husband (told, crucially,
with quite a light tone), or the
story of lesbian lovers whose
relationship is falling apart.
The only real connection
between the stories, we are
told, is the inclusion of scones
with rhubarb jam, and this is
only to ‘confuse the critics’.
As the skill and poetry of her
craft unfolds and enraptures
the reason Kay was so eagerly
anticipated becomes abundantly
clear; she is superb, not just as
a writer, but as a performer.

I

didn’t
need
to
have heard Dyson
recite
from
his
book at last weeks Lit
Fest appearance to be
compelled into ﬁnishing
What Happens Now, as
it is such a gripping read.
The protagonist Alistair Black is
an insecure Jewish boy growing
up in Leeds at a time when
nearly every adolescent male
had posters of Debbie Harry
on their walls. Black, though,
prefers to immerse himself in
‘Travulia’ a world borne out of
his collection of cassette tape
recordings in which he has
created characters who act as a
mouth piece for his emotional
turmoil and inept social skills.
When admitting his secret
passion to his love interest Alice
Zealand, he describes it as a bit

‘like Under Milk Wood’, but it is
also reminiscent of the Bronte
children’s created worlds of
‘Gondal and Angria’. Where the
Bronte sisters deferred their
imaginative streaks into writing
novels, Alistair Black’s ventures
into ‘Travulia’ still resurface in
adulthood resulting in a dark
narrative that underpins the
whole novel.
Alistair inadvertently ﬁnds
himself acting a part for the
BBC’s Then and Now series
where he meets Alice and
Steve. Steve is a porn loving
schoolboy with psychopathic
tendencies, and without giving
too much away is responsible
for the dark episode that
haunts both Alistair and Alice
in their later years. The novel is
fragmentary in style and Then
and Now is a title apt for the

book itself as it moves between
the past and present narratives
of the characters, carefully
interweaving the storylines.
The novel’s handling of the
power of the imagination is
very articulately dealt with and
at times Dyson brings in his
own philosophical background,
and enriches his prose with
delightful references to other
writers who deal with similar
content matter. Dyson has
undoubtedly
stepped
out
from the shadowy world of
The League of Gentlemen
and created an emotional and
altruistic character that the
reader can sympathise, What
Happens Now? is nostalgic,
tragic, thought provoking and
very entertaining.
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A

The evening starts with a reading
by Zoe Wincomb, who read an
extended extract from her new
novel, which is set in South Africa,
just after the end of apartheid
and is based on events the world
outside of South Africa know
little about. Wicomb kept the
audience captive by her beautiful
silky voice, which emerges you
in the book, wanting to know
more.
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Lack of Personality

BOOKS
PERSONALITY
AUTHOR: ANDREW O’HAGAN
BY RACHAEL DUNN

LITFEST
WEDNESDAY 15TH NOVEMBER
ZOE WICOMB AND KATE PULLINGER
BY RACHAEL DUNN
hush came over
the room as the
two talented yet
extremely different ladies
enter the room. Both
writers’ latest offerings,
Kate
Pullingers’
‘A
Little Stranger’ and Zoe
Wicombs’ ‘Playing in the
light’, reﬂect and are set
in their native homelands
of Canada and South
Africa respectably.

11TH DECEMBER 2006

Kate Pullinger had a hard act to
follow, but also read a passage
from her new novel set in
Vancouver and tells the story
of a woman who abandons her
baby, the passage Pullinger read
was a ﬂashback set in remote
Vancouver where the couple
were on holiday with her parents.
Pullinger’s uses of brilliant
description of this remote town
in the mountains make you wish
you were in the story.Vancouver
was very dear to Pullinger as this
is where she grew up and spent
a lot of time in her childhood in
the places she describes in the
book. Both these readings leave
you wanting to rush out and buy
the novels.
After both the wonderful
readings, questions were asked
from the audience.The questions
got of to a shaky start with one
women asking about how long
their novels usually were, yet this
is such a hard question until the
ﬁnal word count when the novel
is ﬁnished. Both Zoe and Kate
told how they were both writing
from past experiences before
they came to live in England. Kate
said she enjoyed living in England,
but could not understand why
there was an area called the
Lake District, as if all the lakes in
England are kept in this one part
of the country.

M

aria Tambini is
a very talented
singer. She ﬁnds
fame at the tender age
of thirteen through a
talent contest television
programme. The novel
follows Maria on her
journey from obscurity
from her home on the
Scottish Island of Bute, to
international fame.

always at arms length, with Maria.
Since we only hear about her in
the second person it restricts
the story, we don’t know what
she is thinking and it is frustrating
that not being able to get closer
to Maria as she battles with
personal problems. Even when
we do hear her speak on the
last page, I felt let down by what
she said, unable to really relate
to her.

This may have been the
technique O’Hagan was trying
to use. By keeping the reader at
arms length like it was the same
feeling as the audiences who
witnessed her perform but never
really knew her.This book shows
the realist side of fame and the
human frailties associated with
fame, making it a good read.

This novel is loosely based
on the life of Lena Zavaroni, a
child star that had a short but
successful singing career who
struggled with anorexia which
ended her career aged 21. The
novel is told through diaries,
interviews and from the other
perspectives of people who had
contact with Maria. these include
her dysfunctional family- her
depressed mother as well as
friends and colleagues.
Each chapter is told by different
characters, and it gives the reader
the chance to get to know every
person associated with Maria. It
also opens up different aspects of
her life and the trouble she faced,
making the story more realistic,
as you get to understand Maria
from the people who knew her
best.
However, the draw backs of this
style mean that the reader is

Wooing the Virgin...Train Strangers in the Night
BOOKS
TRAIN MAN
AUTHOR: NAKANO HITORI
BY CATHERINE FEARN

M

yspace
has
become
a
phenomena
spawning
millions
of
myface wannabes blogging
about nothing much, why
anyone would want to
make virtual friends has
always passed me by, that
was until I read ‘Train
Man’ which is far more
interesting.
Train Man is a self confessed
computer geek belonging to an
online group of nerds calling
themselves ‘techies’ who hang
out on the 2-Channel web forum
in Japan.The techies post threads
to each other about computers,
comics and where to ﬁnd the
best porn but one day, on the
14/03/04 at 21:25 to be precise
Train Man posts a thread, “I’m no
good at writing so don’t know
how well I can tell this story”.

What unfolds is the inspiring
story of Train Man whose real
identity is a closely guarded
secret though in his posts he
looks like this _| ̄|O.After bravely
apprehending a Drunk in Train
Man’s train carriage he receives
a gift from one of the women
he saves. She becomes known
as Lady Hermes titled after the
expensive tea cups she sends
him in the post and the online
community provide virgin Train
Man (no pun intended) with the
encouragement to woo her.
As the thread develops it’s
collected together by Nakano
Hitori, and gains momentum as
‘Train Man’ ﬁnds himself being
given advice from anyone and
everyone. Becoming increasingly
aware of its own existence as the
romance between ‘Train Man’
and Hermes blossoms, Post 754
says ‘oh man, sounds like a ﬁlm’

BOOKS
A LITTLE STRANGER
AUTHOR: KATE PULLINGER
BY LAURA GIVANS
to which Post 756 replies ‘like a
soap opera’, these kinds of posts
are strangely ironic as Train Man
becomes a real social phenomena
in Japan with a movie, tv series
and manga adaptations being
formed off the back of it.
Train Man’s transformation from
computer geek to Hermes chic
is as quick as the time it takes
to read the book and like most
things to come out of Japan,
‘Train Man’ is like nothing else
I’ve ever seen or read in book
form before.

P

ullinger’s portrayal
of a young mother
struggling
with
the actuality of life with
a baby is absorbing,
persuasive and touching. It
is unexpectedly enjoyable
for a subject matter I
originally deemed as quite
inaccessible and, frankly,
a little depressing... Fran’s
busy social and working
life has been upturned
by the arrival of a baby
and
she
increasingly
despairs at her enforced
entrapment at home. So,
walking out on her baby
and her husband, she
stares up at the screen of
destinations at Heathrow
airport and picks the
arbitrary journey to Las
Vegas, Nevada.
‘A Little Stranger’ draws us

completely into the inner world
of Fran and Nick and their
lives before and after Fran’s
pregnancy and the closedown
of communication between
the couple when faced with
Fran’s apparently inexplicable
unhappiness. Fran’s abandonment
of the family is linked with her
mother’s own departure, and
Fran embarks on a search not
just for her mother, but for a
sense of meaning in her own
family roots and its implications
on her new family.
Pullinger’s
storytelling
is
colourful and compelling. A
Canadian herself, she weaves
together Fran’s childhood trips
to the mountains and interlinks
it with a momentous holiday
in adulthood which builds up
to her mother’s irretrievable
descent
into
alcoholism.
Similarly, Las Vegas is powerfully

evoked; its loneliness and
surreal superﬁciality is a strange
contrast to the loving and secure
family life Fran deserts. Nick’s
restaurant is also an atmospheric
and central point of the action
as we perceive his struggle to
juggle looking after his little boy
and a job which originally meant
almost everything to him.
Pullinger’s almost ﬁlmic switching
of location is a clever backdrop to
the struggles her characters face,
and her narrative lightly twists
and turns to make you constantly
surprised and delighted at her
playful, insightful imagination. The
subjects she tackles are diversely
poignant yet the mood is light
and gently swerves us to some
sort of resolution rather than
dwelling on what has been and
cannot be mended.
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A Renaissance Film
By Simon Fogg
Features Editor

I

have
just
started
watching
Renaissance for the second time. It is
nineteen minutes into the ﬁlm, and
I am already trying to write the review
so I don’t have to watch any more of
it again. These nineteen minutes also
included a prolonged visit to IMDB,
where I thought the numerous positive
comments would help me appreciate
what I’m watching. They did not.
Renaissance is an animated ﬁlm noir in the same
vein as Sin City. It is set in futuristic Paris, where
a 1984 style government and/or giant cosmetics
company are doing bad things for whatever
reason. On one hand the plot is overly cliché,
but on the other it has been over complicated
to an almost incomprehensible result. The visual
presentation does not help this.
The ﬁlm actually looks quite stunning; imagine Sin
City, but fully animated. Although this does lead
to some great set pieces, it is also Renaissance’s
downfall. All movement is (apparently) based on
motion captured scenes, but the animated ﬁgures,
although ﬂuid and accurate in their actions, do
not give the impression of actual people. Despite
this effort, all the characters just look straight
out of a comic book. I don’t doubt this was
intentional, but for me, it just doesn’t work. The
cast however, is strong. We have Daniel Craig of
new found Bond fame, as well as Jonathan Pryce.

Retro Rodents

Sadly, they both just sound awkward doing voiceovers for characters who have no distinguishing
features whatsoever.
Still writing, I just went back to the window on
my laptop that the movie is playing in... because I
heard sex noises.This is the problem with the ﬁlm:
the candle light, the dirty walls, the movement
of the bed, and even the light on the titties is
perfectly constructed for the noir mood. Then
I see the cartoon faces of the characters doing
their business, and the effect is ruined. It may as
well be Shrek nailing Mickey Mouse. I don’t want
to see that, do you?
Sin City succeeded because it combined live
action with animation perfectly. This led to
strong, identiﬁable characters and a truly seedy
atmosphere. Renaissance is technically superb,
but altogether hollow. I wanted to watch it
again, I really did, but it is just too inaccessible.
The scenery is purely black and white, the plot
certainly grey, and the characters just look
stupid.
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By Ben Bailey
Editor

R

etro television has always been
an acquired taste. For viewers
to truly appreciate the vintage
qualities they usually had to watch the
original screenings to truly understand
the genius. With this in mind I sat down
to watch the new series of The Biker
Mice From Mars.
I remembered the TV show as a kid. I had fuzzy
recollections of three futuristic mice rocking
around on motorbikes and speaking in language
which was at the time, literally, down with the kids.
Now, I was never the greatest Biker Mice fan, but
I’m pretty sure that ﬁfteen years ago I was perfectly
content to wile away afternoons watching these
super-cool mice startle me with Martian wizardry.
Imagine then, my disappointment as I pressed play
on my DVD player to see a bunch of badly animated
mice speaking in gibberish and acting as moronically
as possible. I think it would be fair to say, my dream
was crushed. The fast-paced, awe-inspiring drama I
had witnessed as a child was no longer. Instead it
had been replaced with arrogant, egotistical mice
(yeah f*ckin’ mice- how realistic is that?) prancing
about and doing totally inappropriate tricks on
motorcycles. You think with young children (and
23 year old students) watching they would be far
better role models and not risk their lives engaging
in foolish antics like driving too fast and playing
with laser guns. Christ I sound like my mother.

As the ﬁrst episode of this new series unfolded,
the Martian Freedom Fighters (the Biker Mice)
repel the evil forces of Catalonia (they’re cats- get
it?) on the dusty surfaces of Mars. Lines such as
“We’ll show this bunch of kitty litter” pretty much
summed it up.
Interestingly, startlingly close comparisons could
be drawn with the recent Star Wars: Clone Wars
animated episodes. I also chuckled as every time
the ﬂamboyant rodents sprang into action they
resembled those old 90s legends The Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles as they brandished their quasicool catchphrases and relentlessly referred to oneanother as “bro”. Like their green skinned reptilian
counterparts who were constantly preoccupied
with pizza, the Biker Mice ﬁnd themselves more
root beer men- or rather mice.
After around twelve seconds the retro-ness had
warn off and I was left trying to keep up with the
completely unrealistic plot (they’re walking, talking,
ﬁghting mice I say again). Nevertheless the release
of this new series will no doubt prompt some diehard fans out of hiding. Everyone else need not
apply.
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Star Wars- Corrupted

Extra-Vroom!

COMPUTER GAMES
STAR WARS: EMPIRE AT WAR, FORCES OF CORRUPTION EXPANSION PACK
RRP: £19.99 FROM LUCAS ARTS
BY NICK RENSHAW

DVD
CARS
WILSON, PAUL NEWMAN
BY KATE JOHNSON

D

arth Vader, Luke Skywalker,
Yoda, Han Solo, Tyber Zann...
wait what was that last one
Tyber Zann? Last year saw the release
of Star Wars: Empire at War, a decent
strategy game mixing frantic land battles
with epic space battles, all set in the
authentic Star Wars universe. You got to
take over the galaxy as either the Rebels
or the Empire using characters and units
from the ﬁlms.
Now LucasArts have released the expansion
pack and you get a new faction to play with: the
Consortium, led by Tyber Zann. The Consortium
are, simply put, space maﬁa. With the Empire
and Rebels in the original, you fought to take
over planets. The Consortium’s aim, however, is
to corrupt worlds. This can be done through a
variety of ways including bribery, extortion, and
kidnapping.
The faction uses a lot of the units used by the pirates
in the original game, which can be quite weak, but
new technology can be bought on the black market
letting you upgrade to more powerful units. There
are also a few new units to use in skirmish and
galactic conquest mode including Yoda, B-wings,
Dark troopers and a Super Star Destroyer that can
destroy ships with one shot.

Other new features include an orbital bombardment
option on ground battles and the handy ability to
position defences and troops where you want on
the map before a battle starts.
Whilst the introduction of the Consortium offers
a different style of gameplay than that found in the
original, ultimately it is just not as fun taking over
the galaxy with Tyber Zann and his cronies as it
is with Darth Vader and legions of Stormtroopers.
What makes the best Star Wars games so great are
the characters, planets and units we all know and
love from the ﬁlms.
If you really loved the ﬁrst game then you’ll
enjoy this, there are some cool new units and
the Consortium
storyline is decent
enough. For me
though it doesn’t
really offer enough
or
improve
signiﬁcantly upon
the original to
justify forking out
£20.

STARRING: OWEN

D

o you ever get that Christmas
gift buying panic? Well, here’s a
simple solution for you: get that
person you struggle to think of a present
for the latest Pixar Animation Cars.
Heart-warming family fun for all ages
can be experienced which rarely veers
across the central line.
Cars is an old-fashioned tale about the arrogant,
gifted loner Lightning McQueen (Owen Wilson)
who ends up in the sleepy route 66 town of Radiator
Springs, which dried up since the construction
of the interstate. Whilst clearing up the mess he
made, McQueen befriends Sally (Bonnie Hunt) – a
Porsche who fell in love with the tranquility of life
on the Mother Road, and the village-idiot Mater
(Larry the Cable Guy). Of course, his stay in this
quirky town is riddled with life-long lessons for all
the inhabitants.
The storyline is, however, a mirror of 1991’s Doc
Hollywood, and Wilson does struggle to match the
marvellous charm of Michael J Fox. Yet Cars is still
worth a watch. Although the DVD extras are a
little short, they are most deﬁantly sweet. Mater
gets the screentime in the short animation “Mater
and the Ghostlight” as well as returns from Radiator
Spring’s favourites; the romantic “Motorama Girls”
centred around how Ramone met Flo is also one

AND
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BONNIE HUNT

of the best of the bunch.
The inspiration for Cars feature will make this DVD
extra special as it takes you on a short journey of
Car-enthusiast John Lasseter’s research to make
this ﬁlm. It is obvious the topic is close to his heart
and ﬁlls you with that warm fuzzy feeling that family
ﬁlms should. While Cars may not be the Ferreri of
Pixar Animation (I’m afraid that title stays with Toy
Story), the joy of watching the stunning animation
comes with its own message: It is the journey that
counts, not just the destination.
DVD
Rating:
5/5
DVD
Extras:
4/5
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Hockey boys get the point
Men’s Hockey 1sts
4-4 vs ManchesterMet
By Sarah Wray

T

he new astro turf has ﬁnally been
deemed legal and safe to play on,
though the men’s hockey club
remained sceptical as their 1st XI took to
the pitch, in what was one of their most
important games of the season. Having
had mixed results so far, captain James
Lloyd had made some team changes, in
the hope of improving their fortunes.
They were playing Manchester Met, a
strong side, who defeated Lancaster 3-0
earlier in the season.

Manchester went on to score again, against the run
of play, but Lancaster scored a well deserved goal,
courtesy of Jamie Welton. On the stroke of half
time, Manchester were awarded a short corner;
tense moments for the Lancaster boys, who did
not deserve to go into the break behind. However,
Dave Baylis redeemed himself by making a save on
the line.

pitch buoyant. They worked as a team, with some
really impressive passages of play. Another positive
note was their reaction to the new astro; though it
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will take some getting used to, it is a far cry from
the unlevelled beach that we have been used to.
Man of the match: Colin Clements

In the half time talk, James Lloyd remained positive,
urging his team to keep working and to keep
shooting at goal. With the team not only believing
they could win, but that they deserved to win, they
came out strong in the second half. There was
some fantastic passing through midﬁeld, conﬁdence
in defence, and impressive saves from the Lancaster
goalkeeper.

Playing on the new surface, which proved a lot
slower than what they have been used to, Lancaster
had to adapt fast. With the tempo rapid and
competitive, Lancaster was quick to capitalise from
a short corner, with Colin Clements scoring a well
worked goal. This was Colin’s ﬁrst game playing as
sweeper, having been moved from midﬁeld, and so
far it looked as if the changes were paying off.

The goal came, this time from a clinical ﬁnish by
Fergus Backhouse. Unfortunately Dave Baylis gave
away a penalty ﬂick, which Manchester scored,
despite a brave effort by the goalkeeper. With the
scores now level, Lancaster pushed on for the win,
but were denied by another goal for Manchester.
With encouragement from their captain, however,
they kept their heads up, and captain Lloyd scored a
fantastic goal to bring the scores level again.

However, shortly afterwards Manchester equalised,
and Lancaster’s Dave Baylis was lucky to stay on
the pitch, after an ill-timed tackle.

Though they didn’t manage a win, this was a crucial
point for the Lancaster boys, who came off the

Lancaster ladies thrash the pants off Liverpool
Women’s Football
7-2 vs Liverpool John Moore’s 2nds
By Deborah Dilworth

S

triker Sue Wynes proved to be
the star performer for Lancaster,
hitting six goals as the ladies
comfortably brushed aside the challenge
of Liverpool John Moores.
Wynes netted her opening goal after only 12
minutes, providing a crucial breakthrough.
A strike this early on can sometimes prove
difﬁcult for teams, as their heads are lifted but

concentration can drop. However, Lancaster
continued this good form for the remainder of
the half but for the most part without the reward
of goals. Wynes had two good chances around
the 16th minute but could not ﬁnd the back of the
net. Lancaster were playing brilliant football and
to help them battle against the tough conditions
they opted for the passing game rather than
playing long through balls.
After some brilliant attacking football, Wynes was
set up for another shot on goal in the 40th minute
and this time found the back of the net. However,
ﬁve minutes later Lancaster were caught unaware
whilst on the attack, and with a defender down,
Liverpool were able to take advantage of the space

of the right-hand side and pulled a goal back. In
reply the home side went on an immediate attack,
pushing the ball through for Wynes to score again
and seal her ﬁrst-half hat-trick. This left the halftime score at 3-1 to the home side.
The second half began in as positive a vein as the
ﬁrst had ended, with Lancaster looking strong and
their tackling being clinical and effective. In the
51st minute, Wynes scored a fourth goal for her
team, before netting a further strike three minutes
later. Wynes then crossed a lovely ball across the
goalmouth for Nadia Crellin to slot in to make it
6-1 for the home team.

touch football and created several more chances,
without quite forcing the ball between the sticks.
Liverpool managed to sneak another goal back,
but in the 85th minute Wynes rounded off the
rout with her sixth goal, making the ﬁnal score
7-2 to the home side.
A hard game in difﬁcult conditions meant that the
Lancaster ladies really had to work hard for each
other, but the team still managed to play some
excellent football. Despite the terriﬁc efforts of
Wynes, it was Kathryn Montgomery who took
the Player of the Match honours for her sterling
efforts, wise words and voice of encouragement.

Lancaster continued to play some superb one-

Men squash league leaders
Men’s Squash
3-2 vs Manchester Met 1sts
By Tom Smith

L

ancaster played host to a
Manchester Met team who were
not only top of the league, but had
also beaten the Red Rose 5-0 in the away
ﬁxture. Thus, this was the biggest game
of the season to date, with the chance to
pick up some points as well as getting in
some much needed revenge.
Nick Daglish went on ﬁrst at number ﬁve seed.
He played well, but ultimately lacked experience
at the business end of each game, as to be
expected expected considering it’s his ﬁrst year
on the team and he went down 3-0; 9-7, 10-9, 97. Manchester took the lead.
Next on was Tom Smith, captain in and third year
on the team, playing at number two seed. His
opponent was quick and hit the ball well, but the
Lancaster man managed to keep his shots tight

and forced some mistakes, ﬁnally coming through
3-0; 9-2, 9-4, 9-5. A good win to bring the scores
level overall.
Piyush Saraf, another ﬁrst year then won
comfortably against a weak looking number 4
seed. He won 3-0 despite some unnecessary
showboating in the third; 9-1, 9-2, 9-2. Lancaster
were making the home advantage count and
took a 2-1 lead.
Next up was James Marenghi, another 3rd year,
who never looked in trouble at number 3. He
played well on return from injury, cruising to a 30; 9-5, 9-5, 9-0 win and suddenly Lancaster were
walking away in style. Marenghi’s win guaranteed
Lancaster the win.
Jez Boardman went on at number 1 seed in the
dead rubber, and lost 3-0, against a player no
better than he. It was put down to an off day,
missing out 9-7, 9-2, 9-7. Still, a great 3-2 win,
puts Lancaster in prime position to ﬁnish above
Liverpool 2nds for second spot and to qualify for
the national shield.
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THE
DEBATE: HAS THE LAST YEAR BEEN A
SUCCESS OR DISASTER FOR ENGLISH SPORT?

ENGLISH SPORT HAS BEEN IN RUINS ALL YEAR

IT’S BEEN A GOOD YEAR FOR ENGLAND

By Ian Waterhouse
Sports Editor

T

he past twelve months have
been an unmitigated disaster for
English sport. The sportsmen
and sportswomen of England have
lurched from defeat to disaster and back
again - in the process making a true art
form of the spectacular failure.
Let us begin our little sojourn through the land of
the lacklustre on the football ﬁeld. For years, talk
had been that the 2006 World Cup would coincide
exactly with the peak of the golden generation
of English football. The likes of Owen, Gerrard,
Lampard, et al would be at the peak of their
powers, and the footballing world would be shaken
to its foundations. Well, at least Sven left.
The brightest spot of 2005 was unquestionably the
Ashes success, leading to numerous accolades for
the Flintoffs and Vaughans of this world. Yet, in the
very moments at which I pen this piece, the Ashes
scoreline stands at 2-0 in favour of the Aussies
following a spectacular (even by their standards)
English batting collapse. Suddenly, no-one in
England likes cricket any more
Onwards to a sport where England are actually still
reigning world champions: rugby union. Yet 2006
brought England to within a game of achieving
their longest run of defeats ever, and even when
they did win, defeat against the same opposition a
week later was enough to get the coach the sack.

Already the 2007 Rugby World Cup is looking well
out of reach.
A quick glance at the ten nominated ﬁnalists for
BBC Sports Personality of the Year also tells a
revealing story. Of the ten nominees only six are
English, and in any other year it is highly doubtful
that any of them would have made it this far. Monty
Panesar revealed himself as a good player in an
average team (though apparently not good enough
for the Ashes side), whilst Phil Taylor has done no
more – or perhaps even less – than he has done in
previous years.
Elsewhere, England is represented by a horse rider
(and royal family member), a boxer, a gymnast and
a motor racer who won one race all season, when
everyone else fell off the track.
The one major multi-sport event of the year in
which England entered with high hopes was the
Commonwealth Games in March. However, the
Australians won more than twice as many medals
as the English, and the blue ribbon athletics events
provided England with similarly little joy.
Finally, as an indicator of just how desperate the
English have become in attempting to ﬁnd their
sporting icon of 2006, my ﬂatmate, on hearing that I
was writing this article, helpfully suggested Shefﬁeld
United midﬁelder “Keith Gillespie”. I barely had the
heart to tell him that Gillespie is Northern Irish.

By Gav Smillie

C

ritics will argue the sporting
year of 2006 has been the worst
year ever for England, with the
heartbreak of the football World Cup,
the disaster of the ﬁrst two Ashes tests
and the sheer farce that was England’s
Six Nations campaign. On face value it
is hard to stay positive, however taking
an objective view, things do not look so
bad.
Both the English football and rugby teams are
presently in transitional stages with both teams
sacking or replacing coaching staff who failed
to produce results. Nearly the entire team that
England won the 2003 Rugby World Cup with
have since retired. This has meant an entirely new
team with little or no experience compared to
the previous side who spent the best part of a
decade playing together at international level.
The English football squad is another story. The
fact that England were so disappointed after
Losing in the quarter-ﬁnals, on penalties, minus
their best player (who was sent off), having been
managed by arguably England’s worst ever coach,
shows how strong England are.
Young talent has shown that this year has not
been a complete waste with Thomas Varndell and
Mattew Tait emerging in the England team that
reached the ﬁnal of the Rugby Sevens tournament

at the Commonwealth Games. Football players
like Aaron Lennon, Micah Richards and Owen
Hargreaves have looked comfortable this year
at international level. Finally, Sajid Mahmood and
Monty Panesar bowled superbly for England in the
summer tests, with the latter reaching cult status
amongst supporters by taking sixteen wickets in
three Tests against Pakistan.
This year has also had its fair share of individual
success. Beth Tweddle sprang from relative
obscurity to a place in the sporting limelight
during 2006 by claiming the world title on the
uneven bars, making her Britain’s most decorated
gymnast. Zara Phillips also captured a world title
in equestrianism, thus becoming only the third
rider to hold both European and World titles at
the same time.
Jenson Button won the Hungary grand prix
breaking his 113 race duck. Ricky Hatton stepped
up to a higher weight category, facing American
Luis Collazo for the WBA welterweight crown in
May. He prevailed in a bruising battle, and is now
unbeaten with 30 KOs from 41 ﬁghts. Finally Phil
“The Power” Taylor marched his way to his 13th
World Darts Championship, demolishing Peter
Manley 7-0 in the ﬁnal.
Reading through all of England’s achievements this
year, how can you say this was England’s worst
year in sport?

The Kabaddi Does... Ultimate Frisbee
By Paul Collins
& Simon Fox

K

abaddi is an Asian sport
combining wrestling with rugby,
with the point being to capture
members of the opposing team whilst
chanting ‘Kabaddi’. Whilst it may not
be available at Lancaster University
(yet), some other more unusual sports
are. Sport Editor Paul Collins explores
the sport of Ultimate Frisbee, with
assistance from Lancaster University
Ultimate Frisbee Publicity Ofﬁcer, Simon
Fox.
How can students get involved?
Pretty simple really. Anyone can turn up to our
training sessions to get a taste of the game and see
if they enjoy it. If they do, they can sign up to the
club and get involved with all sorts of fun stuff, like
tournaments. Practice times and locations are on
our website http://www.theultimateﬁsh.co.nr
How does the game work?
Ultimate is a non-contact sport, where one team
tries to score a point by throwing the frisbee to
a player in the endzone. Players can’t run when in
control of the frisbee, so movement of the frisbee
is done by passing between your team-mates. The
most unique aspect of the sport is that there’s

no referee-all calls are made by the players on
the ﬁeld. This means the game relies on players
playing within the “spirit of the game”, i.e. If you foul
someone, you make the call-nobody likes a liar!
Will there be matches this year?
Sort of. We attend numerous tournaments over
the course of the year, where we’ll travel to a city
for a weekend, play about 5 games a day, have a
big party with all the other teams, then go home.
It’s the most fun aspect of the sport, as we get to
play the sport we love, and meet some great new
people.
What skills are most called upon?
Good hand eye co-ordination is always useful.
However, contrary to popular belief, you do not
need to be amazingly good at throwing and catching
a frisbee to start. The more experienced players in
the club are more than happy to teach the basic
skills to beginners. Teamwork is also essential
within the sport, as an individual player can do very
little on his own.
Is the sport open to both sexes?
Absolutely! Guys and girls can both play in all
competitions, and there are a series of tournaments
that are women only. There’s also a mixed division,
where each squad needs to include a minimum
number of each sex.
Sum up Ultimate Frisbee in 3 words!

Unique, Fast and Fabulous!
Who should people contact to ﬁnd out
more?
People can contact the club by email by using lan
casterultimate@hotmail.co.uk, and can ﬁnd more
information out about the sport by accessing our
website.
Additional Facts....

You can ﬁt 3 pints in a frisbee! Also, the club has
qualiﬁed for 2 national tournaments this season, in
the open university and mixed university divisions.
If you are a member of a club or society
and would like to see it featured
in this space, please contact scan_
sport@hotmail.com

SCAN SPORT

scan.lusu.co.uk/sport

11TH DECEMBER 2006

27

SCAN Sport’s Christmas Quiz
January
1. Which club knocked Celtic out of the Scottish
Cup at the third round stage?
2.How much could the fee Arsenal paid to
Southampton for the then 17-year-old Theo
Walcott during the transfer window eventually rise
to?
3.Who won the ladies’ singles at the Australian
Open after her opponent, Justine Henin-Hardenne,
was forced to retire?
4.Who won the season-opening Monte Carlo
rally?
February
5. Which team won Super Bowl XL on February
5th?
6. Which country ﬁnished top of the medals table
at the Winter Olympics?
7.Name Great Britain’s only medallist at the
Games.
8.Who won the ﬁrst ever
Twenty20 cricket international
to be decided by a bowl-out
during this month?
March

14. What kind of animal ran onto
the pitch during the Champions
League semi-ﬁnal between
Arsenal and Villarreal at
Highbury?
15. Helio Castroneves
won the 300-mile race in
Japan on 22nd April, but in
which sport?
16. How many runs did Jason Gillespie score in
becoming the highest scoring nightwatchman in
Test cricket history?
May
17. Which cyclist, later banned from the Tour de
France due to doping allegations, won the Giro
D’Italia?
18. In the FA Cup ﬁnal, Steven Gerrard scored two
of Liverpool’s goals in normal time, who scored the
other?
19. What was the total score in the Lancaster vs.
York Roses tournament?
20. Who became the only English international
footballer to achieve the domestic double with his
club in the 2005/06 season?
June

9. Who won the Six
Championship?

Nations

10. Who scored the goals as England scraped to a
2-1 friendly victory over Uruguay?
11.Which home nation claimed the gold medal in the
Men’s Cycling Team Sprint at the Commonwealth
Games?
12. Who won the men’s 100 metres gold medal at
the same championships?
April
13. Which horse won the Aintree Grand National?

21. Which two teams contested the opening match
of the 2006 football World Cup?
22. Which team won the 2006 Stanley Cup?
23. The three-match test series between England
and Sri Lanka ended in this month. What was the
overall series score?
24.Which Australian won the US Open golf
championship?
July
25. Who won the Wimbledon Ladies Singles
Tournament?

26. Who won the 1st stage of the Tour de France?
27. How many runs were scored between Kumar
Sangakkara and Mahela Jayawardene in their record
breaking partnership against South Africa?
28. Liu Xiang set a new World Record at the
Athletics Super Grand Prix...in which event?
August
29. The PGA Championship was won by which
player?
30. Which umpire accused Pakistan players of
tampering with the ball in the test against England?
31. Who won the Turkish Grand Prix?
32. St Helens beat Huddersﬁeld in the Powergen
Challenge Cup Final at Twickenham. But what was
the score?
September
33. What was the ﬁnal score in the Ryder Cup
which saw Europe retain the trophy for the third
consecutive time?
34. Which nation won the Women’s Rugby World
Cup?
35. Who did Roger Federer beat in the Final of the
US Open at Flushing Meadow?
36. Germany recorded the biggest ever win in
European Championship Qualifying history
over San Marino. What was the score?
October
37. Who scored the goal in
Scotland’s memorable
victory
over
France in Euro
Championship
Qualifying?
38. Who did St. Helens beat in the Super
League XI Grand Final?

39. England unsurprisingly lost to Australia in the
ICC Champions Trophy. They were 83 without loss
at one stage, but a spectacular collapse saw them
all out, for what score?
40 Who won his 7th Darts World Grand Prix title
in Dublin?
November
41. Who won the FIFA Beach Soccer World Cup
2006?
42.
Luton
Town
manager,
Newell, expressed his views on
female ofﬁcials in football in
a post match interview. Who
was the female assistant referee
mentioned in his rant?

Mike

43. Australia beat New Zealand in an
entertaining Rugby League Tri Nations Final
by what score?
44. Pakistan batsman Mohammed Yousuf broke the
record for the number of runs scored in a calendar
year. Whose record did he beat?
December
45. Which college leads the Carter Shield?
46. Up to and including the game against Arsenal,
Tottenham had scored how many goals from open
play on their travels this season?
47. Where will the Fourth Ashes Test be played
which begins on Boxing Day?
48. Who did Ronnie O’Sullivan defeat to claim his
third consecutive Premier League Snooker title?
Bonus Questions
49.Which Olympic gold medalist studied at
Lancaster University?
50.Why are Lancaster City F.C. nicknamed the
Dolly Blues?

All answers should be submitted to scan_sport@hotmail.com The closing date for all applications is Friday 19th January 2007. The winner will receive a prize,
though we are, as yet, undecided as to what it will be.

City crisis deepens as Chairman goes
By Ian Waterhouse

T

he ongoing circus surrounding
Lancaster City has taken yet
more twists, with manager Dave
Bell and Chairman Charlie Moore both
taking their leave of the cash-strapped
club.
Moore was removed from his position after
receiving a vote of no conﬁdence at a shareholders
meeting on 20 November, whilst Bell has been
replaced by former City player Barrie Stimpson in
the role of ﬁrst team manager. Local businessman
Mick Hoyle has now taken over the controlling
shareholding, and it is hoped that he will ﬁnally
provide some much needed stability in a season
that has already seen the club use no fewer than
44 players.
Stimpson was able to see for himself the size of
the challenge ahead in his ﬁrst match at the helm,
as the Dolly Blues entertained Droylsden at
a windswept Giant Axe. In a cruel twist of fate,
Droylsden included ex-City man Jamie Tandy

on their substitutes’ bench, a player for whom
Lancaster forked out a club-record fee of £6,000 in
July, only to be forced to release him as the scale of
the club’s ﬁnancial troubles has become apparent
in recent weeks.
The game itself followed what has become a
predictable pattern to City fans, with the visitors
taking an early lead, going on to control the game
and doubling their advantage before half-time.
However, the second half saw Lancaster produce
a level of commitment that has been badly lacking
in previous matches, with skipper Jimmy Love
deservedly netting midway through the second half
to pull a goal back.
Although the equaliser was not to be subsequently
forthcoming – resigning City to an eighth straight
home defeat – there is at least some grounds for
optimism going into the busy Christmas period, as
City look to claw back lost ground in a bid to avoid
relegation from the Conference North.
Next home ﬁxtures: 30 December: Leigh RMI
(h), 1 January: Barrow (h), 6 January: Nuneaton
Borough (h).

MORECAMBE FC
F I X T U R E S

��

����
��������
������ ���������
������ ����
��������� ����
������

���

SPORT

Tue 26
Dec

Southport

3pm

Away

Sat 30
Dec

Tamworth

3pm

Away

www.morecambefc.com

THE VOICE OF LANCASTER UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

GIRLS WITH BALLS
Netball 1sts
34-24 vs Chester 1sts
By Paul Collins

T

he University Netball team
secured a very comfortable 34-24
victory over Chester University
last Wednesday, with Michelle Glasgow
in outstanding form in Goal Attack. The
game was a clash between the teams
ranked 3rd (Lancaster) and 4th (Chester)
in the BUSA standings. The win means
Lancaster have moved six points clear of
the visiting team, and can hopefully put
pressure on the top two teams in a bid
for promotion.

Quick crossword no. 11,344

The opening quarter of the match was played
at a frantic pace, with both teams providing a
mix of long and short range passes, with good
movement off the ball. Lancaster, however, were
quickest out of the traps and took an early
three goal lead, all scored by Goal Shooter, Soha
Gohir. Chester could not muster a response
and Kendra Green, playing Centre, was breaking
down attacks with timely interventions.
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Wise words were obviously spoken during the
break, as the hosts again scored three goals
with no reply. Chester defended stoutly, but the
movement of the Lancaster girls was too much
to handle, always looking for space and clever
passes. The balance of play swung in the third
period. Chester scored four goals to Lancaster’s
none. Something special was needed to unlock
the resolute Chester defence and the Lancaster
Wing Attack, Katie Beanland, was that special
thing, constantly ﬁnding other team mates in
space. Michelle Glasgow and Soha Gohir regained
their composure, and the home side scored six
goals without further reply to take the game
beyond Chester headig into the ﬁnal quarter.
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Quick crossword no. 11,344
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Across
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1 Brightly-coloured —
Columbine's partner in
pantomime (9)
8 Gag (4)
9 Important person (3,6)
10 Unfettered (4)
13 Alarm (5)
15 Apparition (6)
16 Ornamental hanging tuft
(6)
17 Relating to a particular
racial group (6)
19 Small, thin slice (6)
20 Red wild flower (5)
21 Discourteously brief (4)
24 Type of sail (9)
25 Wreck (4)
26 From a fabulous
traditional story (9)

Down

Parched and barren (4)
Lap — speed (4)
Douse (6)
Loose sheet within
26
magazine (6)
6 Able to eat away (9)
7 Precious ornaments for
Crossword
Unlimited.—Sign
up hat
12 Cleansing
arctic
Acrosskindly provided by Guardian
body (9)
(anag) (9)
to
crosswords from
at guardian.
1 more
Brightly-coloured
— Guardian Unlimited
13 Undress (provocatively) (5) 11 Variety of maize (5,4)
co.uk/crossword
Columbine's partner in
14 Ahead of time (5)
pantomime (9)
18 Twosome (6)
25

Sponsored by

Team: GK Laura Coughlin, GD Becky Pearson,
WD Becky Gerrard, C Kendra Green, WA, Katie
Beanland, GA Michelle Glasgow, GS Soha Gohir.

3

8

Having increased the lead to four, Lancaster
then seemed to take their foot off the pedal, and
allowed the visitors back into the game. Three
quick goals brought it to 5-3. However, Lancaster
upped their game again to take a 6-3 lead before
Chester mounted another comeback to leave the
score at the end of the ﬁrst period intriguingly
poised at 6-5.

Lancaster scored freely in the ﬁnal quater and
also tightened up in defence. Becky Gerrard
closed down the opposition quickly, and Becky
Pearson and Laura Coughlin used their height in
defence. One had to feel some sympathy for the
Chester Goal Attack, who was half the size of
Becky Pearson! The victory was a well earned
one for the home side who have now won two in
a row. What is needed now is more consistency;
Lancaster haven’t won more than two games on
the bounce so far this season.
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12 Cleansing — arctic hat
(anag) (9)
13 Undress (provocatively) (5)
14 Ahead of time (5)
18 Twosome (6)
19 Aquatic creature — cadge
(6)
22 Magic stick (4)
23 Drink brewed with malt
(4)
Want more? Access over 4,000 archive puzzles
at guardian.co.uk/crossword.
Stuck? Then call our solutions line on 09068
338 248. Calls cost 60p per minute all times.
Service supplied by ATS.
To buy the new book of Quick Crosswords vol. 4
for £6.99 incl. p&p, call 0870 836 0749
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