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£3m Learning
Zone open In time
for Freshers’ week

* New landmark for
Alexandra Square

e Flexible space for
group activities

Lizzie Houghton

STUDENTS WHO PREFER to study
in a more flexible environment than
the library finally have a viable sub-
stitute with the opening of Lancaster’s
new Learning Zone. Situated on the
opposite side of Alexandra Square to
its quieter alternative, the university
hopes the Learning Zone will provide
students with a more group friendly

environment to plan presentations,
study and meet.

As of 5 October the Learning Zone
will be open to student 24 hours a day.
During Intro week the facility will be
open from gam to 5pm. The zone has
comprehensive WiFi coverage, laptops
available to rent and iMacs for research.
The main study area has a collection
of carousel style seating designed to
facilitate group work. The facility also
has eight bookable pods, which can be
hired out for student to practice pres-
entations or hold meetings in.

Amanda Chetwynd, Pro Vice-Chan-
cellor (College and Student Experi-
ence), said: “The Learning Zone is an
example of the university’s commit-
ment to providing a high quality learn-

Artist impressions: The design illustrates how the space will be used

ing environment for students.”

Construction of the £3m facility be-
gan last year as part of a wider devel-
opment of Alexandra Square and Bow-
land College. Despite the zone’s official
opening on 26 September the run up
to Intro week saw building work run-
ning around the clock. It is likely minor
work will continue after the facility has
opened, with aspects such as furniture
subject to change based on student
feedback.

The zone can seat around 200 peo-
ple, although many more can fit in.
Some of the presentation pods include
projectors, so students can practice
slideshows. It is also fully wheelchair
accessible and compliant with the Dis-
ability Discrimination Act (2005).

Security of the 24 hour building will
be manned by ISS during the day. After
6pm access will be with a valid library
card only. Student ambassadors will
patrol the building of a night time, sup-
ported by CCTV and campus security.

The project came as a result of com-
ments given by students to the univer-
sity. In 2007, the Lancaster Student
experience survey found that, while
students felt the library catered for
the need to have a quite place to study,
there was a lack of group working spac-
es on campus. The survey also found
that 20% of postgraduate students
found library users were noisy at times.
Students from the Management School
felt happy with the group working
spaces their own building provided.

Grizedale Bar open at last

Story on page 3

Students left waiting two months for room deposit returns

Collette McColgan

Technical difficulties have been
blamed for the delay in room deposit
returns over the summer.

Students who lived on campus last
year did not receive their returned de-
posits until 4 September, two months

after having quit their rooms. An email
sent out on 6 July said the deposits
would be refunded between the end of
July and the beginning of August.

The email said the university could
return the deposits at any time in the
two months after the end of the ten-
ancy, but students were led to expect
that they could budget around the de-
posits being returned by the beginning

of August. The delay in the refunds was
only explained to students in an email
on 18 August, about a week after they
were expected.

Candace Davies, residence manager
at the College and Residences Office,
said the delay in returning deposits
to students was a “result of the need
to thoroughly test our new software,
which was vital to ensure all students

were picked up and received the right
amount.”

Michael Payne, LUSU president,
said: “It is absolutely vital in the cur-
rent economic climate that the Univer-
sity ensures quick and efficient transfer
of deposits back to students at the end
of the year. There are clear lessons re-
garding effective communication to be
learnt, after all most problems have

arisen from students who were unsure
of the situation or what was being done
to resolve it.”

Last year’s room deposits were set
at £190. Students who opted to con-
tinue living on campus this academic
year have had to pay two of these £190
deposits, with the deposit for this year
being held by the university from De-
cember 2008.
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Let’s not forget that the Library
needs funding as well

These new facilities are excellent, but it is important to
remember that battles still need to be fought and won

hat a difference a year
makes. Thefirstedition
of SCAN from twelve
months ago focussed
on the takeover of the college bars by
commercial services. The dramatic de-
nunciation that this measure was, in
essence, aiding in the gradual erosion
of the college system and perhaps, even
ultimately contributing to its eventual
destruction was perhaps a little sensa-
tional for some more acquired tastes.
It did, however, represent the action
necessary and required for a student
newspaper at that particular time.

Fast forward to the here and now,
and the page preceding this one carries
a positive message about the univer-
sity’s new facilities. Grizedale bar may
have been a long time coming, but the
initial judgements seem almost unani-
mously positive if one is to take on
board the views of the students SCAN
spoke to.

However, most surprisingly, the
Learning Zone is now ready after con-
struction work that appeared to last

eons. The luminous orange hoardings,
which made Alexandra Square look
like an eyesore, is now thankfully an
item belonging to the distant past, al-
beit one that is seared into the memory
for eternity.

The Learning Zone had a difficult
gestation period to say the least. Initial
outrage from Bowland College over the
infringement to their space was tem-
pered with the promise of a new bar
and improvements to other college fa-
cilities. Tellingly, the Learning Zone is
now here, but Bowland remains rooted
in the past. The carrot was readily tak-
en and the construction of the Learning
Zone continued unabated.

This newspaper has expressed con-
cerns in the past about the Learning
Zone. At £3m it is a lot of money for
a development worryingly described
as an “experiment”. There is still the
possibility that this new centrepiece
to Alexandra Square could be a ‘white
elephant’, although concerns regarding
its actual purpose and security for the
building itself seem to have been re-

solved during the design and construc-
tion process. Above all, any significant
investment in considerable new space
for the student population should be
warmly welcomed. This is a new build-
ing and as such, should be given the op-
portunity to prove itself. There is very
little point in the vultures descending
to deride the Learning Zone before a
single student has set foot into it.

However, whilst the Learning Zone
will in all probability be a success and
should be given as much support as
necessary to help it function effec-
tively; it is important that other crucial
student facilities are given the atten-
tion and money to flourish.

Across from the Learning Zone, the
library is now entering a new phase
in its history. Claire Powne was an-
nounced in August as the new librar-
ian, replacing Jacqueline Whiteside
who had occupied the post for over 15
years.

It is vital to understand that the
library is the ultimate facility for stu-
dents at this university, though it rarely

appears to receive the attention it de-
serves. Its funding has fluctuated over
the last three years and although some
progress has been made over extended
opening hours, Lancaster lags light
years behind institutions such as the
University of Liverpool, where students
can enjoy 24 hour library access.

Ms. Powne has had considerable
experience at universities as diverse as
Sydney and Durham, and will need to
bring this experience to her new role.
Consultation with students on how to
improve the library is a must and she
must be vocal enough to ensure that
her superiors listen to what needs to
be done.

A Learning Zone is all well and good
and that is why it has received positive
column inches in this edition of SCAN.
However, until the library has 24-hour
access, like its neighbour across the
road for instance, students in Lancas-
ter will still have something to battle
against. And if and when a battle does
arise, SCAN will be there at the fore-
front ready to fight.
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Anyone for
Cocktalls?

One year later
and Grizedale
students finally
toast their bar

¢ Rejuvenation of
college space cost
over £3m

Claire Blackburn

HAVING SPENT A year without,
Grizedale College finally has its bar
and social space back, putting an end
to its temporary residence in Pendle.
The new Grizedale cafe and bar will be
officially reopened on 16 October, but
it will be doing business before then,
most crucially in time for Freshers’
week.

The old Grizedale bar was com-
pletely demolished last August as part
of a project of redeveloping the col-
lege. The new bar has a more cosmo-
politan flavour than its predecessor,
serving cocktails and lattes and hav-
ing a far more open layout. Chaz Ginn,
Grizedale’s joint JCR President, said:
“It’s very different to the other bars on
campus which is excellent. It has a very
vibrant and fresh feel to it and it looks
great, both as a cafe and a bar, and I'm
sure it will serve its dual purpose bril-
liantly.”

The new bar’s cafe menu includes a
choice of espresso drinks, frappes and
chai lattes. The cocktail menu ranges
from ‘house classics’ mojitos and cos-
mopolitans to the ‘gz’, a mixture of Bai-
ley’s, Kahlua and half cream.

Whilst their bar was out of action,
Grizedale had to share with rival col-
lege Pendle. Grizedale and Pendle
JCRs spent the last year coordinating
their college events so that the two
didn’t clash in the same space. Paul
Lynch, Grizedale JCR vice president,
explained: “It’s been incredibly hard
on the students. A lot of people didn’t
really feel the college spirit what with
trying to encourage them to chant and

learn songs and everything in Pendle
bar. Socials this [last] year haven’t been
very well attended, in large due to this.

“However, we can’t thank Pendle
College enough for all their help. They
have been utter

legends to us, even rearranging
their social calendar at last minute to
accommodate us.”

Plans for the £3m complete recon-
struction of Grizedale began back in
2005, with new residences being rebuilt
by 2007. Grizedale JCR was involved in
the redevelopment plans from the start.
Ginn and her co-president Lauren Em-
ery were invited to meet the contractors
and previous Execs had been involved
with the consultation and planning.
“In terms of consultation with the JCR
Exec I thought that was great and ulti-
mately we got the majority of what was
wanted and asked for.”

Ginn added: “We don’t have a sin-
gle original building remaining but this
bar sets off the fresh and exciting feel
the new accommodation has and clear-
ly Grizedale is stepping out from its old
prison style look to something much
more cosmopolitan and modern.”

Father Hugh Pollock, Grizedale’s
Principle agreed, saying: “The building
was necessary to update the bar, offices
and social space and to move the power
station which had to be done for the
new Management building. I have to
say that I am very glad the University
decided to rebuild it when there has
been such controversy over the bars.

“After a few teething problems
which you will get on any development,
I am very happy with the new building,
but we will have to see how it works for
the students, that is the real test. Itis
a far more modern design that the old
Grizedale Bar, and there are differ-
ences that people will have to adjust
to, though not many of our current
students will remember the old bar by

»

now.

All mod cons: The new bar and JCR is split over three levels, complete with trendy, modern furniture.

Vox Pop: What you’re saying about Grizedale Bar

“The new bar looks nice
and posh and I could see
myself having a drink in
it whilst I did some work
but it’s not a proper pub.
It’s a bar. Therefore it’s
not as %((.)od as it could be.
I'm looking forward to the
fact tha(ti the building work

will be done.’

David Broadhurst, Grizedale

“Giving_ the bar some
soul, spirit and that
warm_ feeling to restore
Grizedale back to itg title
as the social college.

Ben Stanford, Grizedale
“It’s_going to be really

good. Will be nice to have
some _independence _fi-

nally. Looking forward to
the coc}gtalls all the new

events.

Elizabeth Wilde, Grizedale

“Ijust think that the bar
will bring back the colleﬁe
spirit, as I think that the
bar is what brings a_col-
lege together, kind of like
the heart of the college so
now we have our heart
back.

Melody Wilson, Grizedale

We put our taste testers into action to

sample Grizedale’s new cocktails Page 21

£3m Learning Zone open in time for Fresher’s Week

THE SAME YEAR the Learning Zone
planning group was formed, with rep-
resentative from the university and
students union. A forum was set up on
MyPlace for staff and students to give
feedback on designs for the zone, and
students were also invited to try out
different style of furniture and com-
ment on preferred layouts.

Chetwynd added: “The design has
incorporated the suggestions that

were fed through by the student survey
which asked second year students and
postgraduates about their future needs
and it’s great now to see such a wel-
coming learning space in the centre of
campus open to all students 24/7.”
David Summers, Lancaster’s act-
ing librarian, welcomes the choice
the Learning Zone has given students
and believes the library and zone will
complement each other. He said:
“The Learning Zone is a fantastic de-
velopment and we are excited about
it. Students work in a wide variety of

different ways nowadays, particularly
with the increasing emphasis on group
projects and presentations, and those
at Lancaster will now have a much wid-
er choice of study environment.”

On campus 24 hour access group
and study space has been a bone of
contention for students for many years.
Lancaster University Students Union
(LUSU) was involved in the Learning
Zone project from the beginning, hav-
ing lobbied the university for such a
facility. The union was consulted on
the design, usability, functionality and

operation of the Zone.

LUSU President Michael Payne said:
“LUSU is and always has been fully
supportive of 24 hour access group and
learning space on campus. The Learn-
ing Zone has been specifically designed
with the needs of students in mind and
I would urge all students to make effec-
tive use of this positive investment.”

Payne and Vice President (Aca-
demic Affairs), Danny Ovens, have es-
tablished a Learning Zone users group,
which will provide feedback on the use
of the Learning Zone.

Green SCAN

BEGINNING WITH THE issue you are
currently reading, SCAN is to be print-
ed on 100% recycled paper.

The long-awaited transition is in
line with current LUSU policy. The
recent opening of the Green Lancaster
Hub in July was the prime indicator of
this new stance by the union regarding
environmental measures.

SCAN is printed by Trinity Mirror,
based in Cardiff, and is available in
paper format to over three thousand
readers. Going green will also save
money on spiralling printing costs.
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LUSU Opportunities Group

Electric response In
Parliament to LUVU'’s Voltage

INnitiative

Lauren Hirst

LANCASTER UNIVERSITY’S VOLUN-
TEERING Unit was launched in Sep-
tember 2002 with the hope to get uni-
versity students more involved in the
local community and was funded by
the Higher Education Funding Council
for England (HEFCE).

Since then the initiative has intro-
duced a variety of different projects,
the most successful being Voltage. The
project, which was launched in 2002,
helps young people who have had a dif-
ficult upbringing, to create their own
social enterprises and create a better
future for themselves. It has helped
many vulnerable youngsters turn their
lives around.

Earlier this year, Voltage received
recognition from the government for
its work tackling social problems such
as homelessness. On Tuesday 3oth
June, 15 youngsters from the Voltage
initiative, including volunteers from
Lancaster University, travelled to the
House of Commons to meet with Cabi-
net Minister, Jack Straw, to demon-
strate their extraordinary work. Debbie

Wilkie is one of the 15 attendees, along
with Andrew Clairie, who presented
his own experiences at the summit.
Wilkie’s life took a complete 180 when
she got involved with Voltage and has
since become the managing director of
her very own company which is worlds
away from her life on the streets just
two years previous.

“We believe we are delivering a
project like no other in the country and
we are thrilled and honoured that the
government wants to learn more about
what we're doing” said Matthews.

Jack Straw said “Young people of-
ten get bad press, but what Debbie and
the Voltage project are showing is that
if we focus on unlocking their talents
they can find ways to improve their
communities and our society”.

LUVU also received The Investing
in Volunteer standard award for its
hard work and dedication.

As well as the successful Voltage
project, there are many other initia-
tives for students and youngsters to get
involved in such as Safe which works in
partnership with Lancashire Constab-
ulary to help reduce the rate of door
crime and also working with older and
more vulnerable people to feel safer

and at ease in their own home.

Placements play a major role in
LUVU by allowing students to gain
more experience working with people
who they would not normally encoun-
ter in everyday life. In the Energis-
ers initiative, students can work with
hard-to-reach young people aged 16-18
years. On the other hand, they can work
with primary and high school students
in the Schools Partnership project
where it can benefit both yourself and
the youngsters in the classroom by de-
veloping new skills and, in the process,
inspiring them.

Currently, LUVU has 400 volun-
teers getting involved with the projects.
However, “in the next two years we
hope to have at least 1000 students tak-
ing part in one or more of our projects”
said Matthews. “It keeps growing year
on year”.

*TO GET involved with LUVU you can
either visit the website at www.luvu.
org.uk or call Ben Matthews on 01524
592828. During week 3, term 1, there
will also be Intro Talks where you can
drop in and get information on the dif-
ferent LUVU project happening around
campus.

scan.lusu.co.uk

Danger high voltage: LUVU staff with young volunteers outside Parliament

LUSU and Facilities combine resources to
support Green Lancaster project

e Eco-friendly hub
opened as part of
initiative

» Range of projects
launched include
carbon emission
cutting.

Lauren Hirst

Going green: Visitors attend grand opening of Green Lancaster Hub

WITH A MISSION to promote envi-
ronmental issues to students and young
people, not only around campus but
also in the Lancaster area, GreenLan-
caster hopes to keep the green banner
flying high for Lancaster University.

GreenLancaster was originally set
up by Thomas Roberts, a PHD student
at Lancaster University and has been
running for a number of years. How-
ever, last April, the initiative was suc-
cessful in their bid to receive funding
from the youth volunteering charity, V,
as well as the Universities’ facilities de-
partment, allowing GreenLancaster to
employ three full time members of staff
and open the new, eco-friendly Green-
Lancaster Hub.

On the funding that GreenLancaster
has received, Mark Taylor, manager of
GreenLancaster commented that “be-
fore GreenLancaster was very limited
as it did not have the means, but now
we have the financial support to make a
bigger impact on the university.”

The New GreenLancaster Hub was
opened on Tuesday 14th July by the
Chair of the University Estates Com-
mittee, Gary Middlebrook, Director
of Facilities, Mark Swindlehurst, and
LUSU President, Michael Payne. It
is here, within the electric lime green
walls where volunteers can call in to
find out what’s going on and how they
can get involved with the variety of dif-
ferent projects on offer.

The Carbon Competition is still
going strong and will be in its third
cycle this term. Joining Grizedale and
County in trying to reduce their carbon
emissions is Pendle, who will battle it
out amongst each other to win the ti-
tle of the most eco friendly flat and
will collect a group prize for their hard
work.

Currently, the Green Living Project
is in full swing which allows a team of
students to run the organic garden on
campus, in conjunction with setting-
up and maintaining a chicken coup.

GreenLancaster will, also, be recruiting
volunteers to act as Carbon Ambassa-
dors here at the University, providing
on-campus energy audits and advice
to academic departments and student
residents.

GreenLancaster has additionally
managed to organize projects that will
enable students to venture off campus.
There are a number of interesting vol-
unteering opportunities with local or-
ganizations, including the RSPB and
Lancashire Wildlife Trust. Or for those
who are more as ease working with
children, students can help out at local
schools where they can assist and sup-
port them to deliver environmental ed-
ucation and work towards Eco-School
status.

Taylor said “Our main aspiration
is to have a wide variety of different
projects for students to get involved
in and keep the university as green as
possible. GreenLancaster is going from
strength to strength.”

County student wins
year’s supply of stationery

e e —

Lucky prize winner: Connor Wilson is the winner of a national
competition, bagging himself a year’s free stationery courtesy of Rymans.

A SECOND YEAR history student has
won a year’s supply of stationery in a
national competition.

Connor Wilson, a County student
entered the competition a year ago af-

ter applying at Freshers Fair and suc-
cessfully scooped the £250 first prize,
courtesy of Ryman, owned by Dragon’s
Den star Theo Paphitis. Connor plans
to share his prize with friends.
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Hewitson the proof that student business is
thriving, thanks to a little help from Create

¢ Lancaster’s own
version of Dragon’s
Den

¢ Create responsible
for success of
number of student
businesses

Lauren Hirst

THINK DRAGON’S DEN but without
the camera crew, Create offers stu-
dents the opportunity to become their
own boss and start up their very own
business.

Opened by LUSU in September
2005, Create was launched with the
hope to help Lancaster University’s
students become more attractive to
prospective employers, giving them a
kick start into the world of work.

Create has assisted many young-
sters to found their own businesses, by
giving them advice and support, help-
ing then to start-up funding as well as
providing them with free workshops on

PR and marketing. The soup manufac-
turer, S'UP, in the LUSU shop is just
one of the many businesses that Create
have helped to launch with the com-
pany winning the 2008 Best Student
Friendly Business Award.

Absolutely anyone can get involved
with Create, whether you have a busi-
ness idea, invention or product and
would like to find out if it is viable to
succeed in a risk free zone. Or you al-
ready have a business and would just
simply like some help. On the other
hand perhaps you just need some help
with generating a business idea, Create
are here to help what ever the problem
is.

When discussing his aspirations for
Create, Joe Buglass, manager of Create,
wishes “to help develop the first multi
million pound student business” and
“to genuinely help students raise their
employability and help them to try out
their ideas. This term is our biggest and
best yet!”

Thanks to the helping hands at Cre-
ate, Lancaster University graduate,
Faye Hewitson, has been able to set up
her very own business.

On the 16th June 2009, Hewitson

Cheerleading to Success:
Faye Hewitson has established
a successful; business

was able to turn her dream into a real-
ity when she opened the Cheerleading
club, the Bay Stormers, in Lancaster.
After regularly passing Create on her
way to lectures, Hewitson decided to
call in to the Create office and has nev-
er looked back.

“The reason I went to Create was be-

cause I had no idea where to start when
setting up a business,” stated Hewitson.
“Create take no rewards from helping
you and I thought that I had nothing to
lose in using their expertise.”

Once getting in contact with Cre-
ate, Hewitson was able to receive the
guidance and assurance she needed to
start up her own business. Joe Buglass,
manager of Create, ensured Hewitson
was given the best possible informa-
tion by enabling her to get in touch
with local professionals who would
answer questions and offer advice and
suggestions.

“I think that the approach Create
takes to helping young people set up
a business is brilliant! The opportu-
nity to take part in a Dragon’s Den
scenario certainly helped me in which
I was awarded a £1000 grant,” claimed
Hewitson.

Hewitson, 22, only started cheer-
leading at age 19, when she began her
University education. However, from
an early age she has been involved with
both dance and gymnastics and loved
the ideas of incorporating both disci-
plines into one.

Currently, the Bay Stormers has

20 pupils who can attend classes up to
twice a week, where they will be able to
learn the techniques and movements
involved in cheerleading as well as life
skills such as team work. Additionally,
Hewitson, has began hosting dinner
time clubs as well as after school clubs
at some local school and in the near
future she will launching classes in a
community centre.

On hopes for the future, Hewitson
is hoping to evolve the cheerleading
school into a full time job and with a bit
of luck franchise the cheerleading club
so that she would be able to launch sev-
eral clubs around the North West with
her next move being Kendal.

“I would undoubtedly recommend
Create to anybody thinking about set-
ting up a business,” said Hewitson.

Faye has just been awarded Student
Business of the Year in association
with the Student Friendlies in Lancas-
ter and has also managed to organize
a performance at Asda supermarket in
October to showcase the Bay Stormers’
talents.

Find out more information about
Faye, you can visit the website at www.
baystormers.co.uk .
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Lancaster Loves: First ever electro
music festival heading this way

Claire Blackburn

LANCASTER IS TO host its first ever

music festival this month, with a line
p of 30 DJs set to perform across four
enues.

Lancaster Loves 09, which takes
place on 6 October, will be headlined
by some of electro music’s biggest
stars. The main act, Kissy Sell Out, has
remixed many famous artists and cur-
rently has his own show on BBC Radio
One.

“I did this festival to bring some-
hing new to Lancaster,” said Dan
O’Donnell, the event’s organiser. “I
have just graduated myself from Lan-
caster after studying Music Technology
and always wished there was a large
scale event like this with such credible
and recognised artists.

“If you live in Lancaster, or have
ever been to Lancaster, you will know
hat these types of events do not hap-
pen. This festival will place Lancaster

rmly on the map for electronic mu-
sic”.

The 12 hour music festival will be
aking place in the Sugarhouse, Toast
and the surrounding outside areas,
beginning at 5.00 pm. The line up in-

ZEVER

Entry:" £3
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cludes big stars like Scratch Perverts,
Grooverider, Doorly , Krysko, Shy FX,
N-Type, The Whip and Andy Mac, a
resident DJ at Cream. Our own resi-
dent DJs, Dirty Dan and DJ Simba, will
also be on the bill.

It has taken O’Donnell, a profes-
sional DJ, four months to organise
the festival. “Most of my time has
been spent on negotiating deals with
the agencies that the DJs are part of,”
he said. “Agencies are very difficult to

nig Mors
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thesugarhouse.

rhouse

get hold of which is why it has taken
so long. [There’s] also designs for the
event and health and safety. It all adds
up”. He added that just getting the su-
perstar DJs to come to Lancaster was
hard in itself.

As well as the acts there are food
vans and an open top VK bus.

“It’s the best thing that has hap-
pened to Lancaster in a long time, I
wouldn’t miss it for the world,” said
David Broadhurst, a current Grizedale

:SUQ

Moving in on the
festival scene: It

may not be summer, but
Lancaster is proving that
the festival season is not
over with Lancaster Loves,
a 12 hour extravaganza of
electro music. Some amaz-
ing acts such as Scratch
Perverts will be on show
at an event that is the first
of its kind for the area.

student.

O’Donnell revealed that he is plan-
ning three more big parties this year
and hopes that his events will create
jobs for students who want to get in-
volved with the promotion.

Tickets for the festival, priced at
£19.50, are available from the LUSU
shop, Lonsdale Bar, Reef Clothing or
online from www.skiddle.com. This is
not a student only event, and is expect-
ed to sell out.

W W W .
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Payne
elected chair
of Unionsg4

LUSU PRESIDENT MICHAEL Payne
has been elected as chair of the student
unions’ group, Unionsg4.

Established in 2007, Unions 94
acts as an independent sister group to
the 1994 Group, a collection of 19 re-
search intensive universities across the
UK. Lancaster’s Vice Chancellor, Paul
Wellings, is currently chair of the 1994
Group.

“I think what Unions94 should be
doing throughout what will be a very
difficult year in higher education is
making sure that it’s shaping national
policy of the NUS on behalf of its mem-
bers, supporting student unions with-
in the group and dealing with issues
around the higher education sector at
large,” said Payne.

“It should also be ensuring they’re
putting significant pressure on the
1994 Group to represent our members
to government and making sure that
the views of the 1994 Group are what
our members actually believe. But we
must also be supportive of the 1994
Group where we can. So if student un-
ions and university management agree
on key issues we should be speaking as
one voice.”

Payne takes over the role from the
University of Exeter’s student union
president, John Cox.




student comment and news

/
NEWS

LUSU announce new
comedy nights on campus

Luke Anderson

LUSU HAS ORGANISED a series of
fortnightly stand-up comedy nights to
be held in Barker House Farm through-
out the Michaelmas term.

In conjunction with JCRs, LUSU’s
Vice-President for Finance, Events,
Democracy and Societies (FEDS) Andy
Johnston has collaborated with Com-
edy Central Live, a contract agency that
provides two professional circuit come-
dians for live performances at night.

Confirmed dates are Thursdays in
Weeks 2, 4, 6 and 8. The events will be
open to all students and priced under
£5, with a possible discount for Purple
Card holders.

The idea was introduced at the end
of last year in meetings with JCR presi-
dents, social secretaries, former LUSU
General Secretary Janie Coleman and
entering VP Andy Johnston. “The JCRs
came up with the idea and pushed Janie
Coleman and myself to put a proposal
together for it,” said Johnston.

“The Events committee want to try
out a new idea for campus, utilising
college space but not focused around
drinking and bands,” he added. With
last year’s notorious Friday Fury being

Comedy Central: The comedian Chris Mayo will be ap-
pearing at Barker House Farm on the 29th October.

the student union’s event, Johnston
feels it is time to include “something a
bit different, relaxed and cheap.”

Robbie Pickles, President of Cart-
mel JCR, supports the events whole-
heartedly. “This could be the best or-
ganized event by LUSU in a long time,”
he said. Pickles hopes that Cartmel’s
involvement will not only allow a large
number of guests but also boost the
number of people who return to the
bar, which had a disappointing amount
of visitors last year.

Johnston is championing more in-
clusive university-wide events and im-
proving cohesion between the student
union and JCRs, something Pickles
feels he has so far succeeded in. “[Andy]
was very good to work with; he kept us

all informed on each step,’ he said.

Each night will feature three come-
dians on the bill who are all rising stars
in the profession. For the first comedy
night on the 15th October Joe Bor and
Matt Blaize have been confirmed with
an additional act as yet unnamed. Per-
formers in later weeks include Chris
Mayo, Barry Castagnola, Sally-Anne
Hayward and Dave Twentymand.

Another initiative it is hoped will
make the comedy night a greater suc-
cess is a possible workshop with the
comedians, in conjunction with the
night itself, aimed at those interested
in pursuing stand up. Johnston is also
looking in to the possibility of a student
support act to go alongside the main
comedians.

Satisfaction is guaranteed
as Lancaster beats North

West rivals

Hannah Price

LANCASTER UNIVERSITY HAS been
ranked top in the North West in this
year’s National Student Survey.

University guides in a number
of national newspapers have shown
Lancaster to have the most satisfied
students in the North West. The Inde-
pendent places Lancaster in the top 10
universities in England, the Guardian
places it 12th in the UK and the Times
continues to place Lancaster highest
out of universities in the North West
for overall student satisfaction. In the
National Student Survey Lancaster
came fifth of all institutions in the 1994
Group, a group of 19 research-oriented
universities.

These prestigious positions in
leagues comparing over 110 universi-
ties from across the United Kingdom
are attributable to the highest stand-
ards of teaching and learning. Vice-
Chancellor of Lancaster University,
Professor Paul Wellings, said that the
success “is a testament to our com-
mitment to high quality research-led
teaching and delivering an outstanding
student experience”.

LUSU President Michael Payne

put Lancaster’s high ranking down to
strong links between the university and
the student union. “Where there is col-
laboration between the university and
the union on student experience, both
academically and socially, results im-
prove,” he said.

But while 89% of students at Lan-
caster University said they were sat-
isfied with their student experience,
figures across the UK have fallen from
82% in 2008 to 81% in 2009. Within
the current economic climate, the
rankings could have a significant effect
on universities’ intake.

Participation in this survey has
risen to 62% this year with 223 363
students providing feedback on their
experiences. The increase in response
to the survey could be due to the rising
costs of higher education; this year’s
graduating class has been the first to
pay top-up university fees. The fees,
which were trebled in 2006, have, ac-
cording to the BBC, left students with
mounting debts without showing a
marked improvement in the quality of
their experiences.

“Lancaster has somewhat bucked
this trend,” said Payne. “Institutions
in the 1994 Group tend to come out on
top as they have a strong focus on the
student experience.”

Ristorante & Pizzeria

Award Winning Restaurant & Pizzeria

Any Pizza and Pasta £4.25
All Day Every Day

With a Valid NUS Card

BEST STUDENT
PROMOTION O8

W, vefdas-restanrant-tantaiier co.uk « 01524 363436 « £6-48 Chureh Street, Lancatter

STUDENT
AWARDS

Be one of the lead
Student Reps for your
Department

Get recognition on your
degree transcript

Reward scheme for Reps

Plus many more
benefits...

For more information
see your departmental
administrator, or visit:

www.star.lusu.co.uk
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Be a Student Departmental Rep
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New visa system causes admin chaos

e Tightening of regulations not a problem
for international students studying at
Lancaster claims university

Raffi Ronchetti &
Sam Newsham

FEARS THAT THE UK Border Agency’s
new points based visa system would
stop up to a third of international stu-
dents arriving in Lancaster in time for
Intro Week appear to be unfounded.

Under the new system — called a
points based system (PBS) as students
require a certain number of points to
gain entry to the UK — students will
need to prove they have been accepted
onto a course and have enough money
to support themselves before they are
allowed to register.

The PBS has created a significant
workload increase for Lancaster’s ad-
ministrative departments. “The PG
admissions office alone has sent out
over 600 visa letters, each one taking
up to fifteen minutes to produce,” said
Dr Hazel Hardie, Project Officer for the
University Secretary. “Staff in the ad-
missions offices and the international
student advisory service have been
working hard to ensure that interna-
tional applicants are given all the help
and information they need.”

Despite the extra organisation,
Hardie believes that all visas will be
allocated in time. “The international
students we have provided visa letters

to haven’t had any problems in getting
their visas, as they have at some other
universities. This may be because we
have excellent links with partnership
institutions in other countries, such as
Malaysia and China, and we have Lan-
caster University staff on hand in some
countries to help students with their
visa applications,” she explained.

The tightening of international
student visas has been introduced for
reasons of national security following
terrorists gaining entrance to the UK
by claiming to be studying at bogus col-
leges. All but one of the twelve men ar-
rested on suspicion of plotting to blow
up the Trafford Centre in April this year
arrived in Britain on student visas.

An international student within the
new points based system will need to
score 40 points to be granted a visa.
Thirty will be allocated for an official
letter from UCAS stating an uncondi-
tional offer from an approved educa-
tion provider; the remaining 10 points
are from maintenance requirements.
A student studying at Lancaster would
have to show they have enough money
in their own bank account to cover tui-
tion fees plus £600 per month for the
length of the visa applied for at the
time they submit the application. The
money must have been held in the ac-
count for at least 28 days.

In addition, the Border Agency re-
quires universities to monitor attend-
ance of international students and
report any long periods of absence. To
avoid discrimination, Lancaster has
made plans to monitor attendance of
all students. “Any problems they may
have can [then] be quickly identified
by the departments, and they can be
offered help before they get into diffi-
culty,” said Hardie.

Lancaster’s Vice Chancellor Profes-
sor Paul Wellings told The Times he is
concerned about the change in student
visas as universities “will have to cope
with large volumes of transactions in
a very short period of time.” Wellings
fears that the PBS will deter interna-
tional students from studying in the
UK. If this does happen it could lead
to some departments — most notably
engineering, physics and computing —
starting to implode because they “have
a disproportionate share of interna-
tional students.”

Wellings added that “to some extent
international students are making sure
the research and knowledge fabric is
being maintained.” International stu-
dents pay much higher fees than those
from the UK, bringing in 8% of the
total income of British universities. In
2008-09 they paid almost £1.9 billion
in tuition fees.

University not doing enough for
disabled students according to

survey

Collette McColgan

LANCASTER UNIVERSITY HAS failed
to meet requirements set by Trailblaz-
ers, the Muscular Dystrophy Cam-
paign’s network for 16-30 year olds. In
a recent investigation into the provi-
sions universities provide for students
with disabilities Lancaster scored only
82% for the assistance it provides.

The investigation, University Chal-
lenge, looked at 100 universities in
response to statistics released by the
Department of Work and Pensions in
2002, which stated that people without
disabilities are twice as likely to enter
higher education as those with disabili-
ties. Trailblazers are calling on the gov-
ernment and universities around the
country to improve the access students
with disabilities have to higher educa-
tion.

Universities involved in the inves-
tigation were asked 15 questions about
the help and information they provide
to prospective and current students
with disabilities. Lancaster achieved a
score that ranked it top in the North
West for the services and information
provided to disabled students.

However, there were areas where
Lancaster fared badly, including ac-
cessibility of teaching rooms for those
with mobility difficulties, lack of provi-

sion of rooms for assistants of students
with disabilities and failure to provide
a disabled access toilet with hoist in
every university building.

Cat Clark, the newly elected Non-
Sabbatical Officer for Students with
Disabilities and SWD Officer for Fur-
ness College JCR Exec, sees the provi-
sions Lancaster currently has in place
as a positive step for improvements.
However, she also feels there is a lot
that should be in place already.

“I hope I and the other officers and
fellow students can help to move on
action on problem areas such as the
underpass and the malfunctioning
lifts,” said Clark. “Hopefully with the
Students with Disabilities forum be-
ing widely advertised to students more
input will be gained hopefully resulting
in a move forward.”

The investigation also showed that
the university’s website lets it down,
scoring zero in all 5 points looked for
relating to the information it provided
for prospective disabled students. This
is something that Torri Crapper, the
current Vice President (Education,
Welfare and Diversity), sees as a point
of concern. “This report highlights
enormous failings by the university to
provide effective information for disa-
bled students,” said Crapper, who men-
tioned her intentions to work with the
university to correct these problems in
the near future.

The University is now actively preparing for the start of the new

autumn term. We would like you to assist in these preparations
by taking the following steps to help prevent the spread of flu

on Campus.

1. Follow good hygiene advice e.g. catch it, bin it, kill it

2. Whilst at Lancaster work out who are your “flu

friends’

3. Keep yourself up to date with by using the
following websites.

General Swine Flu Information & Symptoms

www. lancs.ac.uk/pressiswinefiu

www.direct.gov.uk/fswineflu

www.nhs.uk

Tel: 0800 1513 513

The National Pandemic Flu Service

If you think you may have swine flu symptoms,
contact the national pandemic flu service directly

Tel: www.pandemicflu.direct.gov.uk

0800 1513 100

X
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Arts degree funding is improving

Emma Newman

ARTS AND SOCIAL science degrees
across the country have suffered as
valuable research funding has been
ringfenced for management, science
and engineering courses.

Despite the Higher Education
Minister David Lammy speaking out
recently in support of the need for
funding in all disciplines, there is wide-
spread concern that the decision to
protect science funding has been dam-
aging to other faculties.

Equal Funding: David
Lammy supports the arts.

At Lancaster the situation has been
described by Tony McEnery, Dean of
the Faculty of Arts and Social Science
(FASS), as “certainly not the best situ-
ation but healthy despite the odds”.
FASS was awarded 8 full studentships
for 2009-2010 and raised around
£500,000 itself as the result of a devel-
oping strategic plan and a number of
“indirect sources” including reprioritis-
ing and short-term teaching contracts.

By comparison, science funding

currently stands at around £4o0mil-
lion. McEnery said that to gain equal
amounts of funding would be “simply
amazing”.

Over the last five years funding for
the Arts and Humanities Research
Council has increased by 35% whilst
universities’ core research funding for
other subjects has risen 86%. Many
academics are concerned that the gov-
ernment tried to encourage enrolment
on arts degrees but is now increasingly
reluctant to allocate research funding
for these areas, despite a steady rise in
undergraduate numbers.

Financial discrepancies increase
at postgraduate level where funding
is enhanced and protected for science
subjects whilst arts and humanities are
neglected. Nationally 50% of science
PhDs are funded but only 1,500 stu-
dents benefit within the arts and social
sciences.

McEnery stressed that Lancaster
University has “been at the vanguard in
highlighting the importance of arts and
social science degrees at university and
national levels”. The majority of under-
graduates at Lancaster are within the
Faculty of Arts and Social Science and
McEnery hopes that the same trend
will continue at postgraduate level too.

Lancaster’s Vice-Chancellor Paul
Wellings recently argued in The Guard-
ian that the government urgently needs
to invest in arts and humanities if uni-
versities are to fulfil their role in en-
suring graduates have an “expansive
world view.”

First class degrees doubled at Lancaster in 12 years

Sam Newsham

THE NUMBER OF first class degrees
awarded at Lancaster has more than
doubled since 1997, SCAN has found.

Lancaster’s increase follows a UK-
wide trend identified this summer by
a cross-party group of MPs. A report
into degree classifications discovered
that the percentage of first class de-
grees given nationally rose from 7.7%
in 1997 to 13.3% in 2008, leading to
suggestions of grade inflation and fall-
ing standards. Over the same period
Lancaster saw a steady increase from
6.4% t0 14.0%.

Mathematics and Statistics topped
the list of percentages of firsts awarded,
with 41.5% in 2008, followed by Physics
and Engineering. Head of Mathematics
and Statistics Professor Gordon Blower
told SCAN that in recent years the de-
partment had made the conscious de-
cision to increase the number of firsts
after comparing proportions awarded
at other universities.

Throughout the twelve years stud-
ied Faculty of Science and Technol-
ogy (FST) departments consistently
awarded far more first class degrees
than departments in the Faculty of Arts
and Social Sciences (FASS), which nu-
merous staff members put down to the
different methods of assessments in
science and arts degrees.

The department with the largest
growth rate was Economics. In 1997

1.7% of degrees they awarded were
first class; by 2008 this had increased
by a factor of seven to 12.1%. Head of
Department Professor Ian Walker said
there had been no grade inflation and
that the MPs’ report showed no evi-
dence of this occurring nationally.

“I have been external examining for
about 30 years around the country and
I don’t see falling standards over time,”
he said. “And I can say that [examin-
ing practices at LUMS are] taken very
seriously and we have tough external
examiners that make sure we are on
our toes.”

Professor Walker cited his own re-
search which found that on average
graduates with ‘good’ degrees (firsts
and 2:1s) earn 10% more than those
with lower grades. This earnings pre-
mium has shown no sign of decreasing,
suggesting that those gaining good de-
grees now are equally as competent as
those who gained good degrees several
years ago.

“What I can say is that Lancaster
has good students and I feel that those
that want to do well, can,” he added.

Whilst there have been increases

in departments across the board Lan-
caster’s academics were quick to re-
fute implications of dumbing down,
suggesting instead that better A-level
grades were responsible.

“Over the period of time [studied]
as an institution we have significantly
raised our A-level entry requirements,”
said Professor Tony McEnery, Dean of
FASS. “One would hope that with bet-
ter quality in at one end you get better
quality out at the other.”

Both McEnery and Mike Doupe, As-
sistant Dean for Undergraduate Stud-
ies in FASS, criticised the findings of
the report, saying that much of the evi-
dence was ‘anecdotal’.

Ian Denny, Head of Student Reg-
istry, said that there is ‘no evidence
whatsoever’ that exams at Lancaster
are getting easier. If anything, he said,
classification rules are now tighter.

Mr Denny too felt that students en-
tering Lancaster with higher A-level
grades was a factor in the awarding of
more firsts, along with better teaching,
the use of technology and encourage-
ment to use the full range of marks, es-
pecially in the humanities subjects.
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Wellings urges
Government to
‘reduce student
numbers or
increase funding for
higher education’

e Remarks made in
advance of tuition
fees review

e VP Academic Affairs
concerned by Vice
Chancellor’s stance

Lizzie Houghton

THE FUTURE OF the Higher Educa-
tion sector rests on the choice between
cash or students according to Lancas-
ter’s Vice Chancellor.

In a speech given at the start of the
summer break, Professor Paul Well-
ings, who also stands as chair of the
1994 Group, a collection of 19 research
based universities across the UK, said
that those in power faced a black and
white decision on where more funding
will come from. “The government and
Higher Education sector now faces a
clear choice: reduce student numbers
or increase funding for higher educa-
tion.”

The vice chancellor added that it
would be wrong to reduce student
numbers as the country has come to
rely upon a highly qualified workforce,
and so concluded that the only option
would be to raise funds — by increasing
tuition fees.

Wellings’ remarks came as the gov-
ernment, vice chancellors and student
representatives are all preparing for a
year which could markedly change the
way higher education is funded. A re-
view of tuition fees is due to begin later
this year, with each faction holding
onto a different idea of what needs to
be done.

“To maintain quality, the fees cap
needs to be high enough to bring in
sufficient funding and enhance com-
petition to further drive up quality,”
Wellings said. “In addition, a sensible
interest rate should be introduced on
student loans, set at the current gov-
ernment cost of borrowing, to rectify
the huge subsidy that the government
currently pays.”

Wellings’ views are in line with
those of most vice chancellors. More
than two-thirds currently agree that
fees need to be increased, with many
pushing for the introduction of a mini-
mum tuition fee level of £5000. In light
of the review on tuition fees, Prof Well-
ings said it was essential that this time
round the “benefits” of the system are
clearly explained.

“The current system was never ex-
plained or communicated properly to
users,” he said. “It is essential to get
the politics right and clearly commu-
nicate the benefits of the variable fees

Laying it on the Line: Vice
Chancellor Prof. Paul Wellings holds
strong views on education funding

system, and universities have a key role
in helping to do this.

“The message should be that Higher
Education is free to students. Whereas
Higher Education used to be paid for
by a general taxation, it is now a per-
sonal contribution. It is payroll deduc-
tion, not a commercial debt.”

But while university groups are in
favour of a higher cap on fees, student
unions have naturally taken a differ-
ent stance. Danny Ovens, LUSU’s Vice
President (Academic Affairs), admitted
to being troubled by Wellings’ obvious
support of an increase in fees.

“It does concern me that our VC
openly advocates the tuition fee in-
crease, especially since his election as
chair of the 94 Group,” he said. “One
of my fears is that if we try to mobilise
our students against tuition fees, stu-
dent apathy will rear its ugly head once
more. Let’s say the cap is lifted and the
vice chancellor implements a £7000
a year tuition fee. This will not affect
current students, they will continue
on the old system. It will only be new
cohorts that will suffer this. It may po-
tentially be difficult to engage students
in something that does not affect them
directly.”

Ovens added: “If it comes down to
a consumerist attitude when relating
to Higher Education - and I hate that
it might - it’s about time the consumer
got their money’s worth.”

At the time of Welling’s speech, Wes
Streeting, president of the National
Union of Students, told the Telegraph:
“The new chair of the 1994 Group ex-
poses the agenda of many vice-chan-
cellors ahead of the Government’s fees
review later this year. Vice-chancellors
in Britain need a reality check. It’s
easy to fantasize about higher fees and
higher interest rates on loans when
youre on a huge salary, but this sum-
mer many students will be graduating
with record levels of debt straight onto
the dole queue.”

Student Loans Company
admit 50,000 will not receive
their loans In time

Chris Housden

FIRST YEAR STUDENTS are being
urged not to panic over student loans
delays and will receive all the support
they need according to the university.
This reassurance comes after Student
Finance England admitted that 50,000
students would begin university with-
out their expected loans and grants.

The Student Finance England, an
offshoot of the Student Loans Compa-
ny which is in charge of administering
loans and grants, blames the backlog on
the 16.7% increase in applications this
year. A record 600,000 people have
applied to universities this year, with
fewer alternatives available during the
recession, bringing the total number of
applications SFE received to over im.
The increasing backlog of applications,
lost documentation and constantly
busy phone lines have worried thou-
sands of students. One first year who
expects to rely heavily on his loan said:
“They just don’t seem to care”.

Without confirmation that a stu-
dent loan has been approved students
would not ordinarily be allowed to reg-
ister at a university and many would be
left with very little to live off. Students
at Lancaster will still be able to regis-
ter, providing they can prove they have
applied for their loans and grants. De-
ferred rent payments will also be avail-
able to those waiting on financial aid,
as will emergency loans. Student Serv-
ices have also offered to help students
actively chase late payments from Stu-
dent Finance England, advising them
to call 01524592085 or visit room A21
in University House.

Michael Payne, LUSU President,
said: “Whilst Lancaster University has
put in place significant measures for
any students who are affected by late

loan payments, there are serious ques-
tions to be asked about the actions of
Student Finance England in processing
loan applications this year.It is evident
that there has been no major systems
failure in the Student Loans Company
but this administrative cock-up could
cause major problems for students al-
ready concerned about starting study
at University. For that reason the gov-
ernment should place this at the top of
their higher education agenda in what
are already difficult times for students
and parents.”

The National Union of Students also
demanding more of SFE. Its president,
Wes Streeting, wrote to SLC’s chief
executive Ralph Seymour Jackson last
week expressing the union’s concern
over how the situation has been han-
dled.

In the letter Streeting said: “We are
experiencing an increasing volume of
correspondence from students anxious
about the state of their applications,
many of whom have experienced a
delay as a result of loss of supporting
evidence and documentation by Stu-

dent Finance England [...] Seven weeks
ago, we received similar enquiries and
were assured by colleagues at Student
Finance England that significant back-
logs would not be a problem.”

Seymour Jackson has issued an “un-
reserved apology” and promised that
all those who applied on time would
receive their loan on time. The SLC
released a statement promising “any
customer who has applied on time and
has sent the correct evidence on time
should be paid on time.”

They added: “We are encouraging
students to review the status of their
application online and also to check
the website where we will be posting
regular updates. We acknowledge that
this will be a worrying time for those
students affected. We will process ap-
plications and deal with enquiries as
quickly as possible.”

Student Finance England was set
up in 2008 to deal specifically with
applications from England following a
government review. Originally this re-
sponsibility was held by England’s 150
local education authorities.

Ll 15

Letter of intent: NUS President Wes Streeting has written to the head of SLC

University to continue with
campus redevelopment following
£80m refinancing deal

Hannah Smith

LANCASTER UNIVERSITY HAS an-
nounced an £80 million refinancing
including the redemption of its 1995
Debenture stock. The funding comes
from the Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS)
and is split between the refinancing of
the £35m debenture stock, a revolving
credit facility and a term loan.

The debenture stock is, in effect, a
document confirming that Lancaster is
indebted to various stock-holders, al-
beit on a secure basis.

The purpose of the refinancing is
to support ongoing development on
campus and will have a direct impact
on Lancaster’s student population.
“The £80om refinancing generates flex-
ibility for the University and also for a

range of benefits, especially around the
Student Experience, Research Infra-
structure and Teaching Facilities,” said
Professor Paul Wellings, Lancaster’s
Vice Chancellor. “Over the next cycle
of capital investment we expect to add
to the Management School, build new
facilities for LICA and the School of
Health and Medicine and create a new
Sports Centre.”

Lancaster is one of the most finan-
cially secure universities in the UK and
as such the refinancing is a ‘prudent
move’.

“The refinancing at this time reflects
our financial strength as an institution,
as can be seen in our credit rating and
in our financial history over 10 years,”
said Sarah Randall-Paley, Lancaster’s
Director of Finance. “This has enabled
us to attract finance at good rates at
a time when many organisations are

struggling to do so. Redeeming the
bond makes our debt service payments
more affordable.”

Following the redemption of the de-
benture on 21st August and its subse-
quent replacement with a £45m facility
with RBS, £35m will be set aside for a
Capital Development Facility. This, the
university hopes, will directly enhance
the student experience through the
construction of the new sports centre
and improvements to the Manage-
ment School. It will also allow further
support to be provided for academic
growth.

Over the past five years more than
£300 million has been invested in
transforming Lancaster’s campus,
including the creation of 963 eco-res-
idences in County and Grizedale col-
leges and the forthcoming redesign of
Alexandra Square.
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Sam Newsham

onventional wisdom tells

us there has never been a

worse time to graduate from

university. Top-up fees are
leaving us crippled with debt whilst the
number of employers cutting down or
scrapping altogether their graduate re-
cruitment schemes mean well paid jobs
are thin on the ground.

Our prospects are, in a word, dis-
mal, and perhaps nowhere more so
than here at Lancaster. The fact that an
institution consistently ranked well in-
side The Times top 20 overall is dragged
down by its less than impressive rating
of 75th for graduate employment, is a
disappointing reflection on all involved
in the job-finding process.

All this negativity begs the question:
where now for Lancaster’s graduates? It
has been previously suggested by Uni-
versity management that low employ-
ment rates are due to students’ unwill-
ingness to engage with the Centre for
Employability, Enterprise and Careers
(CEEQC). This, to me, seems like a lazy
explanation; this is a two-way process
and blaming students seems at best
unthoughtful and at worst insulting.

No one, not even the staff at CEEC,
is completely sure why we struggle so
much to find jobs, though there have
been several possible reasons identi-

Is Lancaster doing enough to
address graduate unemployment?

Schemes such as the Lancaster Award are a step in the right

direction at least

fied. One involves a simple game of
statistics: upon graduation, many Lan-
caster students go on to take the PGCE
at the University of Cumbria, so are not
in employment six months later when
graduate destination data is collected.
Many more choose to stay in the lo-
cal area, where graduate level jobs are
fewer.

It would be wrong for us to say that
CEEC and the university have done
nothing to solve the problem. Over the
past few years more resources have
been made available to CEEC, allowing
it to build up links with local businesses
and run careers roadshows and insight
courses into a wide variety of careers.
Student feedback has led to the annual
careers fair running for two days rather
than one, with separate concentrations
on media and public sector and more
traditional blue chip recruiters. Most
importantly, it has finally been able
to move to larger and more accessible
premises on the west side of Alexandra
Square.

In addition, the university, under
the guidance of Professor Amanda
Chetwynd, Pro-Vice Chancellor for the
student experience, has created the
Lancaster Award. To be launched this
year, it requires students to take part in
four different types of activity — career

development, campus, community and
social development, work experience
and additional skills — and will crucial-
ly form part of the degree transcript.
But as said earlier, it would be un-
fair to simply blame the students. As
soon as the new-look CEEC opened its
doors, students arrived in droves look-
ing for guidance. Overall, there was
an 84% increase in students accessing
CEEC in the first year after its reopen-

ing, and numbers have steadily risen
ever since statistics show.

With graduate unemployment at
its highest rate in years, this is truly a
cause for celebration. Because the truth
is that from now on we’ll need more
than just a degree to get a decent job.

The recession and the Government
pushing its ridiculous target of 50% of
all young people entering higher edu-
cation mean more graduates for fewer

jobs. The majority of recruiters are re-
porting an increase in the number of
well-qualified applicants, and they’ll
need a way to differentiate between us.
Those of us who want success will have
to stand out from the crowd.

Is this then to be the legacy of the re-
cession for graduates? To win the fight
for employment we’ll need to motivate
ourselves to find the jobs that are on of-
fer. We'll need to develop a wide range
of skills and participate in a number
of activities. We’ll need CEEC and the
university to provide more opportuni-
ties like the Lancaster Award.

So at the end of it, not only will we
have a much better chance of getting
a good job, but we’ll be well-rounded
individuals with a wealth of experience
under our belts.

It’s too early to say yet whether the
steps taken so far have had any effect at
Lancaster, but CEEC are hopeful that
the most recent graduate destination
data will give us a considerable boost
up the rankings.

And if the legacy of the recession is
to be this: more students who actively
engage with careers services, more uni-
versities who are inspired to encourage
and create opportunities, then perhaps
it isn’t such a bad time to be a graduate
after all.

Michael Payne

With a general
election around
the corner it is
worrying that
the student voice
remains unheard

Polticians may be stifling debate over higher education
but students should still fight to make their voices heard

ith less than six

months untill a gen-

eral election it is no

surprise that the issue
of funding for Universities is in the
frame again. Leader of the Lib Dems,
Nick Clegg has signaled that his party
may now abandon their flagship policy
of scrapping tuition fees, whilst the CBI
has waxed lyrical about the need for
students to realize a hike in the cap on
tuition fees is “inevitable.”

It is no exaggeration to say that the
arguments against a progressive alter-
native to future HE funding and calls by
certain Vice-Chancellors for increased
fees pose a serious challenge for the
National Union of Students, Students’
Unions and students themselves. But
if we work together this is a challenge
that we can face and one that we will
stand up to.

Arrogant attacks on students and
naive assumptions of their ability to
fund themselves through an already
expensive experience in higher educa-
tion leave me dumbfounded. And igno-
rance of the already significant burden
placed on their parents or guardians is

inexcusable. Attacks like this should
only serve to strengthen our resolve in
standing together when the time comes
to express ourselves and cast our vote
at the ballot box.

With an indecisive government and
an opposition who are unwilling to
make any explicit spending commit-
ments before a general election, we the
electorate are faced with little choice.
But expressing our views clearly and
expanding our network of support
from other groups in society is vital. It
will not suffice to play armchair politics
with the future of our higher education
sector, we should not settle for off the
cuff policies made in press releases by
hubristic Vice-Chancellors. Calls for
and suggestions by students of an al-
ternative, progressive funding model
for Universities will be won by engag-
ing our parents, our younger siblings
and our local schools & colleges.

It is the responsibility of Peter Man-
delson and the government to now
move the terms of the debate around
future funding of Universities away
from: the cap, how high. The planned
“thorough” review of funding later this

year must consider the whole package;
student support, tuition fees, main-
tenance loans, bursaries and hidden
course costs. Rather than persistently
attacking students as the group who
should be primary contributors to their
University education, Universities
and the government alike should be
persuading the business sector of the
importance of a skilled and educated
workforce. As Bill Clinton once retort-
ed, “It’s the economy, stupid.”

In the current economic climate
students appreciate there is need for
them to contribute in part to their
education. But proposals that would
envisage that contribution rising well
above 50% of the cost are ludicrous and
short-sighted.

And whilst it is easy to deride the
position of the 94 Group, who have
explicitly called for the cap to be raised
to a level that would avoid entering a
alleged “valley of death” for higher edu-
cation, at least they have placed their
cards on the table. But the audacity of
‘fat cat’ business leaders and unrep-
resentative Vice-Chancellors must be
matched strongly by vocal students

and student leaders who are elected,
representative and will reflect the true
views of their membership.

The political void in progressive
higher education funding policies from
all three major political parties in the
UK, should also give us reason to be
proud that the feasible progressive
proposal currently attracting much at-
tention is actually being proposed by
student leaders. The NUS’s model of a
graduate tax based system, with no up-
front costs, has catapulted the issue of
fees and funding for Universities into
the political foreground.

But one thing is certain there’s a po-
litical waiting game going on, whereby
both main political parties are remain-
ing silent until the outcome of the fees
review, rather than laying their cards
on the table ahead of the general elec-
tion, and letting the electorate decide.
There is a serious democratic deficit
when what amounts to an unspoken
conspiracy between political parties
keeps such a key issue out of the pub-
lic’s consciousness before a general
election and it is our job as students to
take this issue to the public at large.
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David Sykes

ohn Stuart Mill, one of the

most influential political phi-

losophers argued that people

should have the right to un-
dertake ‘experiments in living’. The
argument is that in allowing people to
live and think as they choose, society
will gradually improve through new
ideas being discovered and spread from
person to person. This form of liberty is
essential for social progress and we all
embrace it to an extent. People must be
free to live as they choose and to hold
the beliefs and theories that they con-
sider to be the most valid. He argued
that if we suppress the ideas and of
individuals, we may also suppress the
truth. Truth is often found when con-
trasting theories clash and they are de-
bated, defended, or defeated.

Religion has historically been im-
mune from such practice, not because
it is undeniably truthful, but because
those who would challenge the church
and the word of God were accused of
heresy and were stigmatised at best and
executed at worst. Today, stigmatism
and torture are gone, but still religion
tends to raise a barrier to criticism, de-
manding respect for its superstitions.

Mill argued that unless views and
ideas are frequently challenged or
called into question, they become emp-
ty shells that are mindlessly adhered

Society should encourage the
Individual quest for understanding

Conflict between old ideas and new ways of
thinking are what lead to the truth

to regardless of how truthful they are.
In many cases, this has occurred with
religious belief. Many people believe
so whole-heartedly in their specific
religious hypothesis that they are will-
ing to ignore all criticism of their ideas,
they will refuse to listen to evidence
that proves them wrong, and they will
shy away from debate and argument
over their faith. Yet it is my feeling that
beliefs, however sincerely held, should
always be subject to criticism. Just as
a flat-Earth society member would
rightly be lambasted and ridiculed, so
should religious superstition be subject
to the kind of criticism and scrutiny we
level at other beliefs.

Yet religion seems to exist within a
bubble which protects it from this kind
of criticism. To some, membership of
a religious community seems to give
a believer a right to not be challenged,
but this should not be the case.

Human beings are largely rational,
intelligent beings who are capable
of discerning events and identifying
causes in a systematic manner. It is
in this way that any of us know any-
thing; it is from our experiences that
we learn how the world works. It is this
feat which differentiates us from lesser
creatures that are incapable of such
rationality. But willingness to believe
things without substantive evidence, to

make enormous leaps of faith on barely
any grounding at all, to blindly believe
despite evidence to the contrary, and
in the wake of multiple other explana-
tions that are as valid or even more so
is fundamentally irrational.

The possibility of the existence of
something other than what we are di-
rectly able to perceive and understand
should certainly not be ruled out, and
it would be foolish to reject the pos-
sibility of the existence of alternatives

to the theories which have become
popular in modern scientific thought.
Equally, those with no faith can be
guilty of close-mindedness and one-
sided thinking. This lack of willingness
to listen, debate and understand can be
said of atheists and anyone else who is
unwilling to accept the views of others
in all areas.

People should not be afraid of caus-
ing offence by presenting arguments
which challenge the beliefs of others,
and they should not be afraid of being
offended by the arguments made by
believers of theories other than their
own. It is in this manner that we are
able to identify truth and to learn and
understand the world around us. Peo-
ple should be far more open minded;
willing to listen, discuss, argue and at-
tempt to understand the theories and
ideas of others.

The unfortunate trait of being un-
willing to accept or willing to ignore
argument, proof, evidence, and alter-
native approaches to explaining the
world is a depressing and unfortunate
aspect of humanity that may prevent us
from reaching our true potential. Blind
faith and closed-mindedness is all too
common, but is something that can be
overcome very easily for our improve-
ment as individuals and collectively as
a society, perhaps even as a species.

-
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Lizzie Houghton

How a small-scale
hoax should open
the debate on how
succeptible we are
to the powers of
the media

Students cannot afford to fall
victim to the culture of spin

ooking back it really was

quite a shock. Michael

Payne, LUSU’s President, a

fundamentalist ~ Christian?
For Freshers who don’t know the story
T'll provide a quick recap. In the last is-
sue of SCAN last year there was a short
article on how President Payne had
found God, and as a result planned on
imposing a veritable cocktail of me-
dieval dogma on the students of Lan-
caster. This wasn’t what was shocking
though. What was shocking is that so
many students bought into it.

The article was part of a tradition
to include a hoax article in the final is-
sue of SCAN each year. There was not
a grain of truth in it. For the gullible,
there was even a disclaimer ten pages
on. Without the disclaimer, however,
logic dictates that such a story, were it
true, would create outrage and mass
protest at LUSU.

That didn’t happen. What did hap-
pen involved Payne spending the last
two weeks of term explaining to a size-
able chunk of the university population
that he was not channeling Sarah Palin,
but was instead the (willing) victim of
a prank.

On the friendly playing field of stu-
dent politics at Lancaster, a bit of gulli-
bility really isn’t that great a crime. The
damage comes when the same level
of acquiescence is given, almost auto-
matically, to national and international
politicians, corporations and media.

We live in a culture of deception
where any fact can be twisted to suit
the needs of the person relaying it. Par-
ticularly, in the US, attempts to smear
President Obama’s healthcare reform
bill resulted in a group called ‘Conserv-
atives for Patients Rights’ duping two
British women into appearing in a tel-
evisual tirade against the NHS, when in
fact they were both NHS supporters.

If the women themselves hadn’t
come out and said the CPR had twisted
their words to suit their own ends, it’s
likely their statements would never
have been challenged. After all, who
would have reason to do so? With the
women coming forward, one would
hope that others re-evaluated their lev-
el of investment in the truth of Repub-
lican claims, but still cries of death pan-
els and ‘Get your government hands off
my medicare’ echo in the town halls.

The problem isn’t just among the

lunatic fringe of the Republican party.
The MMR ‘scare’ in the 1990s caused
record low levels of vaccination (81%).
This was all because of the willingness
of opportunistic journalists to focus
on a discredited study and the willing-
ness of some of our best and brightest
to believe them. University-educated
parents were the most active resisters
to the jab, which brings into question
the notion that education makes one a
more critical thinker.

But those parents who choose not to
have their children vaccinated were stu-
dents too once, and from a more radi-
cal generation than ours. If the student
generations of the 60s and 8os didn’t
think to question what the media and
politicians were telling them, how will
our generation fare in 20 years time?

Over this next year there are two
very major events on the cards which
could radically alter student life: a re-
view of tuition fees and the general
election. Being easily duped or taken
in could have far greater and further
reaching consequences than believing
a student prank; it could change the
face of the country. Surely that is worth
some serious thought?

Catering need
to rethink idea

Catered accommodation
may work at other
universities, but it won'’t
at Lancaster writes Liam
Richardson

good idea is not necessarily

a good idea all the time. In

fact, sometimes it may just

become a terrible idea. One
such example is catered accommoda-
tion. The university has picked up on
the fact that many parents and pro-
spective students enquire about such a
scheme. Catering has followed up these
initial suggestions by sounding people
out through a survey.

Of course, the obvious benefits that
this system provides are evident. For
parents, they gain the peace of mind
that there son or daughter is eating
properly. Student diets are notori-
ously regarded as poor or derisory. For
the student, they have more time to
worry about their social lives, rather
than having to perform the basic and
sometimes mundane task of cooking.
Indeed, some students manage to
spend the course of their degree having
never seen the inside of an oven; in-
stead preferring the delights offered by
the likes of Pizzetta Republic or Wong’s
Kitchen. The university also benefits by
appealing to a broader range of peo-
ple and also possibly affecting various
ranking performances. The catering di-
vision at Lancaster would also receive
a much-needed shot in the arm as a re-
sult of increased guaranteed spending
by a customer base that has dwindled
in recent years due to overpricing and
the availability of better, cheaper and
equally convenient establishments on
campus.

However, the collegiate system at
Lancaster surely makes it untenable, or
at the very least a logistical nightmare
to implement. Surely catered accom-
modation would have to be centred
around one college alone with the effect
of this limiting choice for the students.
Every college should maintain equality
in terms of the services they provide,
and such a move in the opposite direc-
tion can only have a negative influence
on the collegiate system- the primary
reason for many students attending
Lancaster in the first place.

Other institutions that offer the
service frequently employ set meal
times. An obvious bone of contention
at many of these universities is break-
fast. The most important meal of the
day it may be, but how many students
would realistically get up at 8am for
something to eat on a Thursday morn-
ing after attending the Carleton the
night before? Not many.

Perhaps the fundamental problem
with catered accommodation is free-
dom. The student experience is all
about developing as an individual after
having successfully escaped the watch-
ful gaze of parents for the first time.
The university shouldn’t be mothering
students in such a restrictive and suf-
focating manner. How do you expect
students to prepare for the real world
if they have not yet mastered basic cu-
linary skills because the university has
been there to hold their hand every step
of the way? A compromise would pos-
sibly be to enhance and promote more
effectively the campus dining card.
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Alex Harris

upert Murdoch’s recent de-
cision to begin charging for
online news content marks
a significant change in the
way journalism operates. The deci-
sion is an acknowledgement of two key
things: firstly, that the internet is fast
becoming a major source of news for
an ever-increasing amount of people
and also that the newspaper will soon
no longer be the monolithic instrument
of journalistic power that it has become
over the centuries.
Across the medium, there has been
a nauseating display of nostalgia and
sentiment erupting from the pages of
opinion columns and (ironically) on-
line blogs. Wizened and bored column-
ists recant tales of how they bought
their first newspaper, being struck by
their first fiery polemic and immedi-
ately deciding that a ‘newspaper guy’
was what they wanted to be. In their
day, who could blame them? Newspa-
pers were conductors of the orchestra
of public opinion, deciding the course
of wars and toppling MPs, Prime Min-
isters and Presidents.

Murdoch is right to
charge for online news

This is perhaps the only way to preserve the
dying art of journalism

Unlike some, I don’t see any point
in lamenting the decline of the newspa-
per se. All old and irrelevant technolo-
gies must eventually make way for new
and more convenient ones and it would
be absurd to imagine that, in 10 years
time, a significant portion of the popu-
lation would find it practical to carry
around bulky sheets of paper that only
get thrown away after a few hours’ use.
After all, why carry a paper when you
can get the same information on your
iPhone? But just as it is pointless to
mourn a technology that is way past its
prime, it’s ignorant to blindly embrace
its replacement.

Perhaps worse than the wishy-
washy displays of affection for old me-
dia is the smug, congratulatory tone
taken by those responsible for the new
form. Today is the era of the blog, they
say, the citizen journalist; the chance
for anyone to have their say. Even bet-
ter if it can be done in less than 140
characters.

The problem with newspapers mak-
ing way for blogs is this: blogging, by
and large, is not journalism. Where

a journalist will investigate and rep-
resent, a blogger will opine. Where a
journalist will act with rigour, a blog-
ger will type with a smirk. Where a
journalist will chase the facts, a blogger
will refine their views. All these func-
tions do have a place in the journalistic
ring, but opinion and analysis should
always be a footnote to the facts. With
a decreasing amount of people willing
to wrangle their way through beaurac-
racy or stand amidst a warzone in order
to find the facts to print on the page,
opinions themselves become less and
less relevant and blogging becomes a
pointless exercise.

It’s not entirely fair to solely blame
the internet for the current journalistic
vacuum. After all — reductions in em-
ployed journalists at major newspapers
were happening in a big way decades
ago. ‘More with less’ was and still is the
mantra at these dying institutions,yet
when news reporting is concerned:
more with less is just not possible.

The reason for the massive down-
sizing amongst the journalistic profes-
sion can be summed up in one single

word: profits. In the Reagan boom of
the 80s, people began to realise just
how lucrative news could be. In a few
years, the profits of newspapers would
jump from roughly 16% to anywhere
between 30 and 40%. Once reporting
became a means to an end rather than
a noble end in itself, the trade suffered
and journalistic integrity was no longer
as important as the spreadsheet or the
line graph.

This is why Murdoch’s decision
marks a crucial moment in the his-
tory of and future for reporting today.
For the past few years, an increasing
number of people have been enjoying
the fruits of reporters’ labours with-
out paying. Great for the consumer,
maybe, but bad for the profession. Yet
Murdoch understands that as iTunes
reinvigorated a music industry that
looked doomed to destruction, charg-
ing for content may well do the same
for the journalistic profession. It also
marks the only time I will ever think,
speak or write this phrase : God speed,
Mr. Murdoch, you're doing journalism
proud.
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Liam Kay

The Green
movement must
prove that their
policies can
flourish in a
capitalist society

Recession must not be an
excuse for sidelining of
green issues

hone? Check. Keys? Check.

Wallet? Empty. An all too

familiar sequence in a world

dominated by banks so com-
ically inept they could inspire an entire
series of Fawlty Towers and a MPs that
seem to value the acquisition of furni-
ture for their gardens over giving their
constituents due care and attention.
What a wonderful world this is.

The recession, however, does bring
to light one key problem that must be
dealt with on a global, national and
even on a campus level: the environ-
ment. What is the future of the green
movement now that financial woe has,
like a dark cloud, enveloped the land
in an almost fantastical display. With
money funnelled into bank bail-outs,
what is left for the environment?

A major worry is the side-lining of
the environment as a major issue in the
wake of recession. Take Lancaster for
example: there have been murmurs of
areduction in funds allocated for green
projects within our local area by po-
tential councillors, something that has
brought dismay to those in the local
area who campaign for the protection
of our planet and our local ecosystems.
The question is this: are our temporary
economic woes putting our environ-
mental priorities out of focus?

I believe we need to continue and

further expand our commitment to
green projects if we are to ensure that
we are able to protect the environment.
Now is the time, during the current
political climate of upheaval, for en-
vironmentalists, championed by the
left, to step up to the task and offer a
credible alternative to the world of ob-
scenely rich celebrities and woefully
corrupt financial institutions. The left
has a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
prove it has the ideas and the capabil-
ity to reconnect with the masses and
become something people can vote for.

The green movement is picking up
pace and represents a genuine chance
to radically improve our world, one
that the left must grasp if it is to suc-
ceed as a global force. The signs are
that the protection of the environment
is becoming more popular amongst the
general population (Lancaster Univer-
sity’s Carbon Competition is a good
example). Surely if the population is
more open to Green issues, a party that
could channel this passion this may
have a chance to gain the backing re-
quired to ensure Westminster and local
councils take the issue seriously. This is
the future of the left wing; if it fails to
take this golden opportunity, the gates
to the halls of power may remain for-
ever bolted shut.

Yes the recession needs money and

effort to ensure that it is able to resur-
rect itself but the truth of the matter
is it is the system itself that remains
corrupt. Embracing the ideas of the en-
vironmental left may help rejuvenate
an unsteady and morally bankrupt
capitalist system and help create a new
breed of mainstream third-way poli-
tics. The movement to green forms of
power, the creation of environmentally
friendly goods and research into how
to improve our current consumption
levels could all aid the economy in the
long-term and help safeguard human-
ity along the way.

These ideas can give the left-wing a
new face and remove the old connec-
tions with the Soviets and despots of
the world. The need to adapt to the 21st
century and beyond is vital for the both
left and right, yet the green movement
is traditionally associated with the left
side of the spectrum. It’s almost impos-
sible to understate the wealth of poten-
tial political capital available.

It is up to us to do everything we
can, no matter how small, to affect the
change we want to see in the world.
Nothing is too small a gesture to en-
sure the environment gets the care and
attention it deserves. Whilst the rest
of the world knows the environment
is the future, for the left’s sake we can
only hope they realise this too.

Sabb review
gets its sequel

Speculation and negativity
a smoke-screen for the
reforms that are needed
writes Robbie Pickles

ast year saw the passing of

the controversial Sabbatical

Review, which was met with

negativity and mixed feel-
ings by some members of the student
populace. The review itself was em-
braced by others and no doubt ignored
by the rest, eventually passing with a
large majority. Just as a box office hit
will get an inevitable sequel, the Sab-
batical Review will return again this
year, with returning President Michael
Payne ready to devote his attention to
the supporting characters of LUSU: the
non-sabbatical officers. As a potentially
less controversial reform, this may at-
tract less attention than last year’s
counterpart, but it is nevertheless as
important to the future of the Union
and the way in which it communicates
with its students. It also promises to
bring more sweeping changes to the
current system, which consists of al-
most 30 officers.

Information at the moment is scant,
but when questioned Payne comment-
ed that the review would need to deliver
accessibility for students whilst making
the system easier to understand. This
could see non-Sabb officers acting as
intermediaries between students and
Sabb officers, working with JCR Execs
to best communicate with the student
body. At present, the non-Sabb system
really is quite bewildering. Looking at a
list of officer titles, it is often impossi-
ble to tell exactly what their job entails
or even if they are all the same type of
officer. It would seem sensible that the
first step would be to sort out these ti-
tles so that (much like our new Sabb
team who all go by the title of VP) there
could be some consistency that would
enable students to understand the level
at which these officers operate.

It also seems likely that the job
roles of the new non-sabbaticals will
be more clearly defined. At present,
the varying remits of some officers is
sketchy at best. A prime example is
the remit for the Block of Six officers,
who are responsible for “dealing with
the general views of Lancaster Uni-
versity students.” This lack of clarity
which is apparent in the current job
descriptions impacts directly on the
performance of some officers and is a
prime example of why this review is so
necessary. Although we have had some
stellar Block officers over the past few
years, it would be all too easy for a lazy
officer to end up doing nothing at all,
with the current system clearly ensur-
ing that such an occurrence is very
much a possibility.

Finally, I would imagine that a tran-
sition from specific issue representa-
tion will become a reality, with a looser,
less restrictive set of officer roles arriv-
ing in place, which will see officers act
as intermediaries between different
members of LUSU and the student
body. Ultimately, little more is known
at present about what the prospective
changes might entail, but hopefully it
will not be long before we get an oppor-
tunity to vote on issues which could se-
riously improve our union. Until then,
let the speculation commence.
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L etters to the
Editor

Send your letters to scan@lancaster.ac.uk together with you name and college (even if you would like your letter printed anony-
mously). Letters longer than 150 words (not including signature) will be shortened. SCAN reserves the right to edit your letters for

publication.

As kichten reps we will be volunteering
our own time this week to look after
new Furness students. Given that we’ve
volunteered to do this we feel let down
by the level ofsupport we have been
given by our college.

We been told that we cannot move
into our rooms until 4pm the day be-
fore the Freshers arrive. This could
potentially leave many of us moving
in at an incredible rush. Tired kitchen
reps are hardly going to be able to give
Freshers their support.

We understand the need to put
people up over summer but some peo-
ple have a long way to travel to get to
university, which requires them to
stop overnight. Such a late move puts
them at a disadvantage. Had the move
in time been just two hoursearlier this
would have been a tremendous help.

Four Frustrated Furnessians

Room deposit delay is unacceptable

I am writing to express my frustra-
tion with the Colleges and Residences
Office. I recently received my deposit
back a few weeks later than usual (due
to some technical problem of ‘the new
system’ — a system that has been in
place a year!) only to find that I have
been charged £90 for my mattress! I
appreciate that it is a busy time of year
for College and Residence Officers so
I have left it for now but intend to en-
quire soon why I have been charged.
After sleeping on my mattress for a
year, I think I would know if there was
something wrong with it! It’s not like I
can afford to go without £90 either.

A Disgruntled Returning Student
Lonsdale College

I can’t believe how long it took to
get room deposits back this year. I re-
ply upon that money to live whilst I
look for a summer job and it just made
the stress even worse. I can’t believe
that the university did not inform me
about the delay until i rang up to en-
quire about when I would be receiv-
ing it back. The person I spoke to had
no idea about when they would be
returned, luckily i was one of the first
to get mine back out of my friends but
with the massive amount of money i
pay each year to live on campus, it is
ridiculous for us to wait so long for a
returned deposit. What on earth takes
so long?

Grumpy Grizedalian

I am a disabled student and am thrilled
to hear that the union is taking access
to events seriously this year. I am a
wheelchair user and have had prob-
lems accessing events, especially the
Big Nights Out in the past and am de-
lighted to hear that you are providing
alternative routes for other disabled
students. It is time the union started
looking at providing fully accessible
events. I really hope that you continue
to do this throughout the year.

Satisfied Student

As a non-drinker I have always felt left
out of much of freshers week in the
past, this year I am delighted to see the
range of activities you are doing in the
Great Hall throughout the week to al-
low me to participate in freshers week.

Tee-total History Student
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Resident testers try out Grizedale cocktalls

Michael Holt &
Sam Newsham

AFTER BEING OUT of action for a
year Grizedale bar has re-opened. It
looks very different from the dingy old
cavern of old. It is now a futuristic Cof-
fee & Cocktail bar, the abstract boars
giving it the look of a gay spaceship. It’s
specialist niche on the roster of Univer-
sity bars should prove popular.

We at Scan decided to put Grizedale
to the test. We have put together a
comprehensive cross-section of the
University at large (i.e. people we
found knocking about) Steve Freekins
(English Lit. 2nd year), Jenny Lee
(Economics 2nd Year) and Peter Diggle
(Professor, School of Health and Medi-
cine) all volunteered to use their taste
buds in the public interest. Stu Powers,
the bar’s head cocktail-maker was on
hand to guide us.

Vodka Twister

MIDORI, VODKA, LIME CORDIAL,
ORANGE JUICE, SQUEEZE OF LIME

Peter: Pleasant, a wee bit sweet, tastes
like a twister ice lolly...

Stu: We designed it to taste like that as
much as possible.

Peter: Ah, really?

Steve: Really Good, pretty refreshing
tastes like ice cream.

Jenny: Very Summery.

The Gz

BAILEYS, KAHLUA, HALF CREAM

Steve: The Gz is great.

Peter: Really great, tastes like frozen
liqueur. Put it in the fridge and it'd re-
ally hit the spot.

Jenny: Hah! That is good, like a White
Russian, a very girly drink.
Stu: It’s basically a Screaming Orgasm

Cosmopolitan

VODKA, TRIPLE SEC, CRANBERRY
JUICE, SQUEEZE OF LIME, GAR-

NISHED WUTH LIME RIND

Peter: Do I use the straw?

Stu: It’s just decorative (takes it off)
Peter: Mmm, more like something
you’d have in the evening. A bit too ‘Sex
and the City’ for me though. Nice still.
Steve: Good, I'm pretty drunk.
Jenny: Very powerful. Probably get
you quite wasted.

OVERALL TASTE TEST RATING:
Excellent
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Michelle McShane

ver the summer, I stood
in Alexandra Square in
my underwear. It was ex-
tremely liberating to throw
off my clothes and hop, skip and jump
around the Square like it was my pri-
vate space. Once graduation is over
and the holidays kick in, there aren’t
that many people around to care. I read
somewhere that London is amazing on
Christmas morning because it’s just
bizarrely quiet. I wonder if anyone has
walked through the streets of London
on Christmas morning in their under-
wear... perhaps in a Rudolph thong.

Lancaster University is a lonely
place to be during the summer. So
lonely that you might resort to run-
ning around in your underwear to yank
back some of that feeling of freedom
that gets lost behind the closed door of
your bedroom, which can quite quickly
begin to feel a bit like a prison cell.

Campus life grinds to an abrupt stop
when summer term ends and everyone
has crammed their lives into suitcases
and cardboard boxes to return home.
Only stragglers remain. You have to
make acquaintances where you can.
One day I befriended an American stu-
dent who was similarly marooned on
campus. I took him on a walk to Gal-
gate. It turned out he’d never seen a
nettle before, he tried to feed some to
a horse and was subsequently stung. I
tried my best not to laugh, didn’t want
to appear culturally intolerant.

One of the highlights of staying over
summer has got to be the food. One of
the perks of being here when term has
ended is that you can take all the food
from your friends’ freezers that they
aren’t taking home with them. I have
acquired so much salmon, ice cream

and chips that I have been able to eat
like a King. A king who primarily eats
Sainsbury’s basics; but a king nonethe-
less.

Also, as there are less people around
to judge, you can’t help but slip into
a sort of hunter-gatherer mode. It’s
amazing what stuff people throw out, I
managed to forage a brand new printer
with its cables and instruction manuals
safely nestled in polystyrene in its orig-
inal box; as well as (curiously) a dozen
Singstar microphones. I saw a gang of
feral boys actually climb into the bins.
Some people have no shame.

Another interesting aspect of out-
of-term life is that I've had the op-
portunity to see the lives of academ-
ics outside of the strict structure of
term-time. My course-supervisor wore
the same shirt two days running with
something white dribbled on it. Most
likely hummus, but I'm not ruling out
mayonnaise. He is strangely attractive
for a man old enough to be my father,
I put this down to his intelligence and
Irish charm rather than his choice of
shirt in the morning. Hopefully a man
who is too busy to change his shirt is
too busy to read Scan.

So, all in all, though the isolation
can be a bit annoying, staying on cam-
pus over the summer is still worthwhile
as it gives you a whole new perspective
on how the University functions in term
time. It also makes you realise just easy
it can be to take for granted how much
it’s the people that give the University
its character and life.

However, even when everyone is fi-
nally back, I may still carry on the habit
of cart-wheeling half-naked around Al-
exandra square. I've developed a taste
for it.
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Michael Holt

‘The Best Week of Your Life’

-

Is Fresher’s Week really the best thing that it is possible to experience?

Fresher’s Fair: From these humble beginnings you have to get student smart.

reshers’ week is the best week

of your life’. Though you will

be incessantly told this over

the course of the coming
seven days; I do not know anyone who
actually believes it.

For all of the flyers posted around,
all the insecure boasting of JCR offic-
ers and all of the leaflets being slithered
into your pockets and orifices hailing
fresher’s week as the best thing since
sliced Christ. After all the hype, it can
be a bit disappointing.

On the evenings you're forced to-

gether into cramped sweaty rooms
creating ample chance for all the coun-
try’s regional germs to mingle and jive.
A neon Petri-dish ensuring we all get
each-others coughs, sniffles and sore-
throats out of the way as efficiently
as possible to minimise the irritation
caused to lecturers through nasal-
slurping.

During the daytime you're subjected
to the process of registering for courses
and taking the unflattering photos that
sit atop your Luvle page and adorn the
front of your Library and Purple Cards;

these portraits follow you everywhere,
burdening you with a static reminder of
yourself at your most queasy and worn-
out. These I.D. cards become increas-
ingly embarrassing over the duration
of a three year course. As you become
aresponsible and demure young adult,
you will still be persistently confronted
with the past-reality of your awkward,
sweaty hung-over self. Like ‘The Pic-
ture of Dorian Gray’, except Dorian
didn’t have to carry his portrait around,
whipping it out to stern-faced bouncers
every time he went to the Sugarhouse.

The reality is, unless your idea of
fun is hung-over admin work and cy-
clical shouted conversation (WHERE
YOU FROM!? WHAT COURSE DO
YOU DO!?’) Freshers’ week is unlikely
to be ‘the best week of your life’.

Persistently telling Freshers’ that
it will be is actually pretty irrespon-
sible. If you find alcohol abuse to be
(Whisper it) ‘not really that fun’ it can
be pretty alienating to be subjected to
claims that a week long ritual dedi-
cated to being bombarded by crap mu-
sic and stale vomit is: ‘The Best Thing
That Can Happen to You Ever!’ Life has
peaked. This is it. This is all there is.
Forget sunsets and hills. Vodka Sourz
and Pendulum is the best thing that it
is possible to experience. If you do not
enjoy them then you are fundamentally
broken as a human being.

Do not get me wrong, I am not of
the brigade that patronisingly claims
that ‘You can have a perfectly good
time without alcohol’ because in Fresh-
ers’ week this is for all practical pur-
poses untrue.

All the JCR’s planned non-alcoholic
events are, despite best efforts, usually
unavoidably lame and poorly attended.
Also the annoying truth is that Alcohol
abuse, in the short term, is actually
pretty great.

My main problem is not the drink-

ing component of Freshers” week. It’s
that it is too shallow to really act as a
barometer for how much you’re going
to enjoy University.

As you become more familiar with
your surroundings and begin to have
actual conversations with people rather
than just tribally screaming the name of
your College, brief acquaintances that
you made in Freshers’ week become
hardened into actual friendships.

Freshers’ week wasn’t even the best
week of the first month of University;
let alone the best week of my life.

So, this week, if you find yourself in
the middle of a dance-floor wearing Ill-
conceived fancy dress, other people’s
arms (who you don’t know the name
of) slumped on both your shoulders as
you half-heartedly mime the lyrics to
‘Sex on Fire’ thinking to yourself that
you have never felt more hilariously
alone in your life... Just remember that
those people with their arms round
your shoulder are most likely thinking
exactly the same thing.

Once ‘The Best Week of Your Life’
is thankfully out of the way you will be
able to set about enjoying the much
more attainable: ‘Three Years of Your
Life That Are Really Good’. I'm two-
thirds through that and, so far, it lives
up to the hype.

You've got to fight for your

Hannah Mackenzie

THE STUDENT LOAN company are
very inconsiderate; sure, they give you
the money to pay your tuition fees and
accommodation expenses. But when it
comes to the essentials they refuse to
cough up. They don’t seem to realise
how quickly bottles of Sainsbury’s ba-
sics wine add up. We students are kept
on rations!

Luckily, I have found a way to get
money without having to rely on those
miserly bastards at Student finance. I
have discovered that if you get a part-
time job they will give you money in
exchange for performing tasks and
services. It really is a great system!

However, the world of part-time
work is very different from University
as you may guess. The key difference is

that actions have consequences. Here
are a number of tips for making as
painless a transition into the world of
work as possible...

1. When you tell your colleagues
that you go to University, almost with-
out fail you will be on the receiving end
of “The Richard Branson Story”. This is
the tale of how he never went and now
is one of the world’s wealthiest people.
That might have been alright in black-
and-white past-world where qualifica-
tions weren’t needed to run airlines;
but in this day and age if you went to a
job interview and they asked you ‘what
relevant qualifications’ you have, and
you replied ‘gumption’, they would
most likely laugh you out the room.
Just act dismissively towards any of
your colleagues ribbing of higher edu-
cation: ‘Oh no! I'm wasting three years
of my life! If only I'd known sooner!’

2. A hangover at work is a much
bigger liability than having one in a
seminar. You will be called upon to
actually speak to people, walk around
and generally do things. Sometimes
you may have to handle products (in
the worst case scenario: alcohol) and
talk courteously to customers while the
urge to dry-heave makes your eyes wa-
ter. Luckily bosses are generally more
sympathetic than seminar tutor’s dur-
ing such episodes and you may even
receive a sympathetic ‘don’t worry, I've
been there mate.” At the pub I workin, I
even overheard the manager telling the
Chef in an exasperated but affectionate
tone ‘T've told you not to get stoned be-
fore you come into work.’

3. Aristotle called it a ‘utility friend-
ship’. Even if you're only working part-
time it makes sense to make as much of

right to part-time

an effort with your colleagues as pos-
sible. The generality of part-time work
means that there’s likely to be a diverse
range of people. From boys who spend
their days-off in baggy jeans and lolling
about half-pipes; to the girls who think
they are from Sex and the City and start
talking to you about their Rampant
Rabbits within minutes of exchang-
ing first names (loudly so the boys can
‘overhear’). You're never likely to have
more than a shallow friendship with
these people but it’s less excruciating to
talk about how ‘annoying greasy pans
are to scrub’ rather than awkwardly
scrubbing greasy pans in silence.

4. As a part-time worker you're
not going to have the level of intimate
knowledge of your place of work that
the full-time staff have. Don’t feel in-
timidated if they adopt an air of con-
descension towards you if you make

a minor error. You've only worked
there for a short time whereas they’ve
probably spent the best part of the last
couple of years toiling away there. Just
swallow your pride and let them enjoy
that sweet-taste of petty superiority. It
makes both of your lives easier.

5. Jobs are by their very nature bor-
ing and sometimes you may need to
trick your brain into enjoying count-
ing out petty change or cleaning plates.
Daydreams can make the drudgery
much easier to bear. With a bit of men-
tal acrobatics you can take that annoy-
ing boy who incessantly quotes Family
Guy in an obnoxious faux-American
accent, use your imagination to class
him up a bit, and picture him taking
you passionately over the saladette
counter. Just imagine that ‘Giggedy’
is a French expression for ‘I'm in love
with your intellect’.

facebook

FACEBOOKSHOULDNOT be an outlet
for griping. Moaning and self-pity are
annoying in real life, doubly so on the
internet. People seem single-mindedly
tempted to break off from essay writ-
ing or revision to fish around for the
instant gratification of cheap sympathy
that only the internet can provide.

Saving our networking souls
#1 Thou Shalt Not Exhibit Self-Pity

Though you personally may feel up-
set about: ‘How much work I've got to
do’ or ‘How much relentless you had to
drink to stay up revising’. Remember
that you came to University and you
chose the course: everyone’s got work
to do. And if you weren’t on Facebook
it would be done quicker.

Sport in SCAN

George Wyatt Previews and Predictions
The Lowdown to the Carter Shield
Exclusive info about sports centre
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Welcome to the madhouse!

Videogame
Review:
Batman- Arkham
Asylum

XBOX 360
(reviewed), PS3
and PC

Hannah Fearon

WITH THE SUCCESS of The Dark
Knight last year, Batman: Arkham
Asylum has been one of the most an-
ticipated games of 2009. Whilst the
game is not based on the events of The
Dark Knight, the film has most defi-
nitely heightened its success. The joker
has been apprehended by Batman and
is taken to Arkham Asylum where he
escapes and begins to cause chaos,

releasing the inmates and massacring
the guards. Batman must capture the
joker, but in order to do so he must
face many enemies from his past. The
game features Harley Quinn, The Rid-
dler, Scarecrow, Poison Ivy and many
other recognisable faces from previous
Batman films and the original comic
book series.

As a fan of the films and comic
books, I eagerly anticipated the re-
lease of Arkham Asylum and was cer-
tainly not disappointed. The game has
a strong story which drives game play
forward and will satisfy fans old and
new. I loved the FreeFlow combat sys-
tem, which is straightforward and al-
lows players to feel that they are pull-
ing off some awesome moves. Whilst
older fans will enjoy the appearances
of many characters from Batman’s ear-
ly days, the game has also been made
accessible for younger and less expe-
rienced gamers with four difficulties,
ranging from easy to expert.

The graphics in Arkham Asylum are
superb; the level of detail in the charac-
ters and surroundings is fantastic. The
use of slow motion moves during com-

bat heightens this and is gives the ef-
fect that you are watching a film rather
than playing a game. Cinematography
has obviously been given a great deal of
attention and it really pays off.
Perhaps what I enjoyed most about
Arkham Asylum was the decision to
use such a vast amount of characters
that take us back to the days before
Christopher Nolan’s films. That isn’t to
say that I didn’t enjoy Batman Begins
and The Dark Knight, but I was pleased
to see that the game was not just re-

playing the films like so film/game
combinations released lately, the story
is original which makes it such a great
game to play.

So what’s next for Batman? A third
film directed by Christopher Nolan
is planned for 2011, but there are so
many rumours flying around the in-
ternet that it is difficult to tell what it
will be about. Official pictures indicate
that the film will feature Harley Quinn,
The Riddler and Catwoman. There
are strong rumours that Johnny Depp

CULTURE

will play The Riddler (a great match
for Tim Burton’s Riddler, Carrey) and
that Megan Fox is to play Catwoman,
which has enraged gamers across the
globe due to her being so young. To be
honest I thought it would have had the
opposite effect, what fifteen year-old
boy wouldn’t want to see Megan Fox
pounce around in a cat suit?

If you haven’t had the chance to
play Arkham Asylum yet, I strongly
recommend that you do so, you won'’t
be disappointed.

Batman Returns: The Dark Knight
must contend with hoardes of old adver-
saries in this addition to the franchise

Cliched comedy
still hits the spot

Film Review:
The Hangover

Sophia Mills

DOUG (JUSTIN BARTHA) is getting
married. So along with his friends Phil
(Bradley Cooper) and Stu (Ed Helms)
— to say nothing of his fiancee’s socially
inept brother Alan (Zach Galifinakis) —
he embarks upon a road trip to Las Ve-
gasto celebrate. The bride’s father gives
them his vintage Mercedes to travel in
and waves them off with a warning to
be back on time for the wedding.

So far so much your typical all-
American comedy, but then things
change. Following a brief glimpse of
the first drink of the evening, we fast
forward to the morning after. The ho-
tel suite is in a state of disarray and the
bridegroom is nowhere to be found. So
begins a frantic backtrack of the previ-
ous day’s events in the hope of locating
Doug and making it home in time to get
him down the aisle.

Director Todd Phillips, the brains
behind Borat. previously directed high

school favourites Road Trip and Old
School, and it is clear in this film that
his talents have not fallen by the way-
side. Cliched though the plot may be,
the film is by no means mundane.

All four lead actors share good
on-screen chemistry, not only mak-
ing their old friendship believable but
clearly showing their roles within the
group. In a time when so many newly
released comedies are littered with the
same faces it is refreshing to see a cast
lead by such an unknown but talented
group. Ed Helms is especially convine-
ing as Stu, a seemingly conservative
dentist whose girlfriend has such con-
trol over him that he lies about every
aspect of the bachelor trip, resulting
in him acquiring a few things that are
very difficult to hide!

As the credits roll The Hangover
plays on the traditional use of out-
takes with an album of photographs
recovered from Alan’s camera in such
an entertaining way that you've a smile
on your face as you leave the cinema.
Add in a cameo from Mike Tyson, some
superb shots of the Las Vegas skyline
and more than a few excellently writ-
ten quips, and this makes one Ameri-
can comedy that is definitely worth a
watch.

e — T

On the road: Doug and friends head off to Las Vegas

LU Cinema

The NO 1 Student Nighl Eﬂl]&\‘ﬂﬂll_

b4 Midnight

All

HONDAYS

Wicked Buckets £6/

- + Monday 5th October

. iy
&

£3 entry b4 11pm/£4 after §

BACK PARTY

Hat & Wigs Party’
First 100 people geta =
_FREE hat or wig! 4§

,moom'

Monday 2Bth Sep
FREE SHOT with o voischer

Monday 12th October

iv

Monday 19th October

=



22
CULTURE

scan.lusu.co.uk

Simon Bird: Serious about comedy

Liam Richardson

ambridge Footlights has
churned out dozens of leg-
endary comedians and

comic performers over the
years, probably more so than any other
amateur dramatic club in the country.
Its former presidents include Eric Idle,
Hugh Laurie and David Mitchell to
name a few.

Simon Bird, the star of channel 4
sitcom The Inbetweeners, was its pres-
ident in 2006, having studied English
literature at Cambridge for three years.
This academic background translates to
Simon’s approach to comedy. He is pas-
sionate and articulate about his chosen
subject and speaks with real knowledge
and intelligence. The different merits
and approaches of American comedy is
something that interests him. But how
does British comedy compare?

“There are two totally different ap-
proaches. British TV gives people the
opportunity they wouldn’t get in Amer-
ica. Something like The Office. I think
that each produces a different sort of
comedy.”

Bird is a true scholar of comedy
and talks at length about some of his
influences and particular shows that
he likes. He regularly watches Arrested
Development and Seinfeld, appreciat-
ing them for the precision and execu-
tion of gag after gag. He does, however,
enjoy British comedies like The Office
and is able to see the legacy that that
particular show has had on The Inbe-

tweeners. Indeed, the beauty of ap-
pearing on a ‘cult’ channel (prior to
appearing on terrestrial television The
Inbetweeners was the first ever sitcom
to debut on the digital channel E4) is
that like the shows usually found on
BBC 2, television producers are more
inclined to let them survive.

“There is a short-termism with the
untried and untested in comedy in gen-
eral.”

Fortunately, The Inbetweeners was
not a victim and flourished by the time
its second series debuted earlier this
year with viewing figures edging past
the 1m mark. Is he then surprised by
the success of the show?

“I think for the first series it was the
first thing any of us had ever done on
television. It was a bit of a shot in the
dark. The second series was stronger
and funnier because we all knew what
we were doing.”

Simon’s character, Will, is a teenage
schoolboy sent to alocal comprehensive
following the divorce of his parents.
Much of the show’s humour and charm
is generated by Will’'s awkwardness in
handling social situations, in particular
dealing with the opposite sex. It would
be fair to say the show caricatures and
accentuates the problems encountered
by typical teenage boys. Although Bird
sounds sincere when he tells me that
he hopes he wasn’t too similar to Will
in his own schooldays, he does accept
that as a character, he is easy to iden-
tify with.

Bird’s career has taken off thanks to
his portrayal of Will and he has already
been snapped up by the BBC to present

a new comedy gameshow, the pilot of
which is called The King is Dead. Si-
mon says that it is ‘similar to Shooting
Stars’ and is being road-tested over the
coming months with a tour taking in
over 20 dates encompassing many aca-
demic institutions. So, is the comedy
panel show an avenue worth pursu-
ing? It has certainly worked for David
Mitchell, who is a permanent fixture on
shows such as Would I Lie to You and
Mock The Week.

“I have bigger projects than that. I
want to write and star in my own sit-
com. I'm not sure the panel show genre
is really my bag.”

Bird’s vast knowledge of comedy
and the weight of his predecessors from
Cambridge does appear to be a burden.
He is very serious about comedy, so
much so that not one laugh is obtained
from any part of our conversation. He
tells me another ambition, apart from
his own sitcom is to do more touring:

“I'm going to try and write more tra-
ditional stand-up. By that I mean one
man and his mic.”

Determination to succeed in his
profession seems to be the defining cor-
nerstone of Bird’s philosophy. For now,
however, the fate of The Inbetweeners
is what piques my interest the most.

“There’s going to be a third series,
that’s all confirmed. But I haven't actu-
ally had any discussions about when
that might be or what might be in it. So
I don’t think it will be for a while”

Simon Bird Presents An Experi-
mental Game Show is at the Lan-
caster Grand on 19 October

Classic lines from The Inbetweeners

Following on from the great and good of comedy:
Simon Bird reflects on his association with the world famous Cambridge
Footlights. A group which has spawned legendary comedians such as
Eric Idle, Clive Anderson and David Mitchell to name but a few.

Angelique Houtkamp: The New Old School

Elizabeth Moyser

Every bit as charming as her name,
the artwork of Angelique Houtkamp
has recently been enjoying a thriving
international fan base. Born in Am-
sterdam and still living there today,
Houtkamp began drawing for the first
time at the age of thirty, when she be-
came a qualified tattooist after a short
career with her own jewellery company
as a body piercer.

Conjuring her individual style
from a charming assortment of by-
gone eras, Houtkamp’s work from the
offset is deeply ingrained with a sense
of nostalgia that birthed the dawn of
a new and unique Pin-Up. Houtkamp
has created a whole host of beautiful
women in possession of full, cupid-bow
lips parallel to those of Betty Grable’s,
hair as noir as the night, and costume

so varied that to see them all at once
would leave you wondering where such
a magnificent fancy dress party was be-
ing held, and exactly why you haven’t
been invited yourself. Hollywood allure
not-with-standing, the 1920s and even
the gothic Victoriana shows its gleam-
ing edge, tying the threads of her signa-
ture style together.

Houtkamp’s work is clean and sim-
ple. She uses a combination of ink and
watercolour on thick slightly textured
paper which gives her work an antiqued
look. Her designs compare in style and
technique to the Flash Art by traditional
body artists such as the original 1950’s
‘Old School’ tattooist “Sailor Jerry”.
With limited prints available at prices
from £150 and her work displayed in
galleries as far afield as Australia you
might be forgiven for losing interest.
But like other well known artists, most
of her work can be seen on the internet
at the expense of typing her name into

Angelique Houtkamp:
One of the most flamboyant and
creative artists working today.

a search engine.

What you might find there, behind
a spectacle of breathtaking faces is a
mark of female prowess. Powerful and
outwardly feminine, from an officer
with a droll face, indifferently smoking
a cigarette to a stern investigator sur-
veying the viewer through a magnify-
ing glass, Houtkamp captures women
not only as an icon of pure sensuality,
but of strength. A bloodstained boxer
still in her gloves, ready for more and
a blonde clown looking mildly amused
are all striking examples of how she
toys with characters in a way that dis-
plays the exceptional nature of the fe-
male psyche.

It’s clear that as an artist Houtkamp
knows how to have fun with her work,
which is undeniably where the lasting
appeal lies for fans. Living in a world
where tattooed sailors battle the ele-
ments to come home to their girls, the
Dutch doll’s work is marked by the sort

of folk you might come across in a his-
torical port such as Amsterdam. Awash
with nautical ropes, anchors and with
the odd sailor thrown in here and there
for good measure, it’s also the use of
the mythological that adds to her dis-
tinctive aesthetic yet another playful
twist; the half women half octopus ‘Fa-
bienne’, ‘Annie and Fran’ the two head-
ed pirate and ‘Isabella’ the mermaid,
all nod towards a seafarer’s tale of his
perilous adventures off land.

So what’s next for Ms Houtkamp?
Fans of her work will be on the look-
out for the follow up to her first book
‘Tattoo Darling’, the greatly anticipated
‘Tattoo Mystique’, published by Outré
and out in October of this year. No
doubt, as her work often does, it’ll have
you wondering if it’s quite justifiable
to use your student loan to fly to Am-
sterdam and spend the 250 euros on
a custom designed tattoo by the artist
herself. Who needs to eat anyway?
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Previews and Predictions: Who will claim
the George Wyatt trophy?

Oliver Holmes

THE HOMECOMING OF the George
Wryatt bar sports returns on Monday
of week two as the competitive weekly
events of Men’s darts and the good-
natured dominoes both begin. In addi-
tion, the Women'’s darts season opens
on the Tuesday while the pool action
gets underway on the Thursday night
in what will provide quality action, im-
pressive tactical knowledge as well as
the inevitable fluke.

Darts

The Monday night marks the return
of Men’s darts and dominoes in what
promises to be a great opening session
of arrows. Furness travel to Lonsdale
hoping to begin their defence of the
league with victory, but with Lonsdale
gathering improved form towards the
end of last season, they will have to
guard against any complacency that
could have crept in over the summer
months. The night also marks the de-
but action at the new Grizedale College
bar who play host to last years second
placed Fylde. Grizedale, who played
their home games at Pendle last season
could take advantage of their new sur-
roundings and hope to make the place
a fortress.

However, as was displayed more
than once last season, the underdog is
always capable of an upset and to stand
any chance of winning the league it
is vital that matches are won by a big
margin rather than a 5-4 victory due
to the scoring system of the league.
This is highlighted by the fact that last
year Bowland finished below Pendle,
despite winning more games. With
sixteen matches each year, it is a long,
hard campaign in which each and every
team must perform to their maximum.

Cartmel, Bowland, with their intim-
idating home atmosphere and Lons-
dale will all want to improve on last
year and try and compete with the likes
of Pendle and Fylde but it will be Fur-
ness who are the ones to beat again this
season. Graduate were the ones taken

Pot as many balls as you can: Sean Doyle, the captain
of County A-team pool lines up his shot. (Photo: Joey Wong)

for a beating last season which resulted
in a bottom-placed finish and unless
considerable talent in numbers walks
through their doors, the same could
happen again.

Nevertheless, the nightis made more
of a spectacle due to the dominoes that
are played simultaneously throughout
the night. In the best of three contest,
it was Fylde who took the honours last

season by a one point margin to second
placed Furness. Lonsdale propped up
the league some distance behind Cart-
mel with some teams choosing to take
it more seriously than others.

The Women’s darts league is a
much closer affair which is displayed
by the final league table of last sea-
son. County topped the league with 93
points but there was only a six point

margin between them and joint second
placed Pendle and Fylde. At several
points last season there was not much
to choose between each side. Fylde
had a great unbeaten start but stum-
bled against the likes of Cartmel.

For the season
ahead it is likely the same three teams
will run close for the league. Furness
could be the ones to break through to
the top three but Cartmel will struggle
as they have to cope with key absentees
from last season. As with their male
counterparts, Grizedale are looking
forward to the new season in their new
home. Grizedale Captain Lara Dare
said: “personally, if we are not at the
bottom of the league then I am happy.
I know Grizedale darts team are not
the best but we are proud to be part of
Grizedale.”

One thing is for sure however, it is
not long until the “lets play arrows”
chant is ringing around the college bars
on a weekly basis.

Pool

The battles played out over the pool
table are a test of nerve, wit and stroke
play. Over the duration of last season
it was County who finished top follow-
ing some no nonsense performances.
However, following Bowland’s near
miss, they are the ones who pose the
biggest threat to County’s reign. John
Bekalo, Captain of Bowland Men’s Pool
and Dominoes teams, said: “the last
few years Bowland College pool teams
have been very competitive winning
two seasons back and coming close
runners up to County last year.”

“I expect the same competitiveness
from my team this year and of course
want to finish top of the pile as a con-
tinuation of Bowland’s recent success
in George Wyatt competitions.”

Nevertheless, Bowland, along with
the other sides in the league are aware
of the danger posed by each teams.
Bekalo said: “I think County will once
again be dangerous and Fylde have
some good returning players.”

County Men were not the
only ones to win the league last year.
County Ladies matched their coun-

terparts by bringing home the league.
Looking ahead to this year, Kathryn
Crawford, Captain of County College
Ladies Pool Team said: “Despite many
of our seasoned players graduating
last year we still have two Roses play-
ers who were victorious in their games
in the tournament and several others
who have improved beyond measure in
the last year. I am confident that the
spaces that we do have will be filled up
quickly by fresh talent.”

However, Graduate and Pen-
dle will look to do their talking on the
table as they ran close last season but
suffered crucial defeats which County
were able to take advantage of.

Predictions

MEN’S DARTS — Furness: were a
cut above the rest last season and
probably will be the same this
season. Pendle could run them
close however.

WOMEN’S DARTS — Pendle:
Missed out by a whisker last
season and if they win their big
games there will be no stopping
them.

DOMINOES — ABSOLUTELY any-
one: Some say it is tactical, oth-
ers say it is luck. Any team has
a chance of winning so Grizedale
to win something in their new
home.

MEN’S POOL A — Bowland: They
will take their disappointment
of finishing second last year as
encouragement to go one better
despite having to rebuild. Expect
Lonsdale to push them close.

MEN’S POOL B — County: Will
successfully retain the league due
to their quality talent that is avail-
able in abundance. No team prac-
tices as much on campus!

WOMEN’S POOL — County: Won
by some margin last year and will
be equally as tough to beat this
year.

Turn to the
expect from

back page for exclusive information on what you can
the brand new sports centre, due to open Iin 2011.
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Read Wynes

‘m very excited for the year

ahead. I think the sporting

landscape is starting to look

a lot more positive and op-
portunities for students to get in-
volved in sport are expanding. The
University has definitely taken note
and began to invest heavily in the
sporting field (forgive the pun). I
had a gander last week at all the im-
provements they've been doing on
the facilities and I have to say I've
been very impressed.

New pathways have been put
in to improve access to the pitches
and brand new fencing around the
Astroturf pitches and tennis courts
have been put up. They've put new
drainage systems into the grass
pitches and reseeded them all so
they are all looking very lush and
well cared for. Hopefully, this will
improve the playability of the pitch-
es and mean that fewer games are
cancelled because, let’s face it, we
can’t rely on the Lancaster weather
to be kind to us. Also, it will mean
that the pitches are in much bet-
ter condition for matches meaning
there shouldn’t be any agonising
mishaps like a last minute bobble
of the ball before that all important
strike for goal or a ball sticking in
the ground, halting millimetres
away from crossing the goal line. I
definitely think there will be an im-
provement in the quality of matches
and let’s hope our University teams
reflect this with lots of victories in
the coming season.

Talking of victories, I think
it’s time to bring up the subject of
Roses. For those of you who are new
to Lancaster, the Roses tournament
is a weekend of competition in over
50 sports against our rivals across
the pennines, York University. It is
one of the biggest intervarsity tour-
naments in Europe and for three
consecutive years now, we have
emerged second best. This year,
as hosts, we need to step up to the
challenge and show what we're
made of. Losing is no longer an op-
tion. The recent investment by the
university into upping our sports
standards is paving the way for new
Roses results. Lancaster is stepping
into a new era for sport. Forgive me
for seeming dramatic, but for too
long our sporting prowess has been
neglected, and this year things are
set to change. Our teams have al-
ways wanted it and will always want
it, but it’s now a matter of giving
them the support to get it done.

Obviously  sporting success
isn’tjust based on one tournament
at the end of the year; however it
would be fitting considering the sig-
nificant investment in sports we’re
seeing. I hope all students, sporty
or not, will support our bid to fi-
nally win back our sporting pride
and prove that Lancaster does DO
sport.

Grizedale seek a second succesive Carter
Shield triumph, though rivals ready for war

Robert Payling

MICHAELMAS TERM POSES a
number of challenges to new and con-
tinuing students at Lancaster but one
challenge more keenly anticipated than
the rest is the chance to compete in the
Carter Shield.

Each college will once again be
looking for its heroes to stand up and
be counted in the fight for the Shield
and to make this year’s competition as
memorable as ever.

Last year saw the rise of the under-
dog as Grizedale won only the second
title in their history on a dramatic fi-
nals day.

Their superb effort was a reminder
of the unpredictable nature of the com-
petition and that anyone with the will,
spirit and determination can upset the
odds.

Ability comes second to passion in
each event and anyone with the desire
to compete and a love of their college
has every chance of causing an upset
once again.

Lauren Forrester, IC Chair spoke to
SCAN: “Itis a competition that anybody
can play regardless of their abilities, so
whilst keeping its competitiveness, it
also provides for a very enjoyable op-
portunity to have a taste of many dif-
ferent sports.”

This year’s variety of sporting events
include Dodgeball, Pop Lacrosse, Ulti-
mate Frisbee and Aeroball to name a
few as well as new event Kwik Cricket.

Such diversity is to encourage peo-
ple to experience as many different
sports as possible, and the taster ses-
sions running prior to the main events
will allow competitors to see which
sports suit them most.

She added: “I would encourage any-
body to come down, even if you have
never picked up a Dodgeball, or even
know what Korfball is, as the main aim
of the Carter Shield is to have some
fun.”

This year will see the self-professed
sports colleges hitting back in revenge
after the major blow of Grizedale tak-

ing the title.

“Both Bowland and Fylde will feel
that they have a point to prove, each
being previously tagged the “sports col-
lege” and will be looking for success.”

Their fight back may have to wait
though as the first event of the com-
petition is Dodgeball, the event where
reigning champions Grizedale excelled
last year.

Fylde’s earliest chance for success
seems to be in Volleyball, the fourth
calendar competition in the Michael-
mas term and the sport where they
have come out victorious in the previ-
ous two years.

Fylde’s Sports Rep Ste Rutter spoke
confidently on his college’s chances this
year: “Fylde is the home of sports so we
will be one of, if not the most successful
college at sport this year!”

“We have been working hard to en-
sure that all our college teams have suc-
cess and our dreams of winning back
the Carter Shield become a reality. “

Sporting prestige isn’t the only prize
up for grabs though and many students
simply take part for the chance to own
bragging rights over their fellow com-
petitors.

Marc Handley, IC Chair said: “Even
though the Carter Shield is seen as a
friendly competition, there’s nothing
better than knowing you have just got
one up on your rivals!”

“The Carter Shield is also a really
good way for anyone at Lancaster to
enjoy sports without the pressure of

being in one of the mainstream sports
that are currently contested in the three
inter-college leagues.”

The team that didn’t take as many
victories as they had hoped last year
but still showed their college spirit and
the social side to the Carter shield is
Cartmel.

Sports Reps Mark Lord and Jen
Stewart spoke to SCAN and spoke
generally on the competition and their
chances: “It is a great way to make
friends within your college and at the
University in general.”

“Cartmel have difficulties in that
we do not have lots of university level
sports players in our teams, so we will
always struggle to beat other colleges
who have teams full of university play-
ers.”

“As long as we can get big squads to
turn up every week we should be able
to compete as best we can and hopeful-
ly cause the odd upset along the way.”

Cartmel are among a group of col-
leges who will hope to improve on last
year such as runners up Bowland who
narrowly missed out on the title and
Furness and County who suffered from
low participation levels.

A number of taster sessions for each
sport will be held before competition
days at the end of each term. The first
sessions take place at 12:30pm on Sun-
day 11th October in the Sports Centre
Main Hall where Dodgeball, Indoor
Women’s Football, Korfball and Vol-
leyball will be contested.

A victorious war: Grizedale seal trophy with dramatic tug of war triumph.

Term One:

Dodgeball
Women’s Indoor
Football
Korfball
Volleyball

Term Two:

Pop Lacrosse
Men’s Basketball
Aeroball

Kwik Cricket

Term Three:

Touch Rugby
Rounders
Ultimate Frisbee
Tug of War

More information
available on the
LUSU website:

www.bubble.
lusu.co.uk/sport

Inter-college Netball: Can anyone bring to a
halt the Fylde juggernaut?

e Can champions
repeat 100% record

e Bowland aim to go
one better

Oliver Holmes

THE INTERCOLLEGE NETBALL
season gets underway in Week Three
following a long wait. After last year’s
total domination by Fylde the other
colleges will be hoping for more of a
contest this time round.

The matches that are played out on
a Tuesday and Friday night this season
see Cartmel and County play two of
their opening games before Fylde have
even thrown a ball. It is the start to the
season that will provide the best op-

portunity for such teams to pile pres-
sure on the likes of Fylde and Bowland.
A good start can inspire confidence
throughout the team. It can also build
momentum and act as a platform for
which to base the season upon.

Fylde tore their way through the
league last season winning all their
fourteen games, winning the title and
accumulating a massive score differ-
ence of 204. Their closest rivals Bow-
land finished nine points behind in sec-
ond. If these statistics remain in Fylde’s
favour it looks as though the rest of the
league has a tough test in store.

Fylde’s rise to the top of the league
last season came as a bit of a surprise
to most of their opponents as the year
before they had only managed a fifth
place finish. It was Grizedale who
netted their way to the top when they
won all their games. Such irregularity

seems to suggest that the form book is
not something that should be read into
and that the league is open and ready
for the taking.

Success could heavily depend on the
quality of netballers that arrive during
fresher’s week and their impact in their
respective netball team could heavily
shake up the league. Only time will tell
whether Fylde will repeat their success
of last season, but with colleges such as
Bowland and County demonstrating
great potential last season, they may
not have it all their own way.

Pendle finished bottom last year
taking some heavy thrashings along
the way. They did muster a win against
Cartmel but after only registering three
points all season they will certainly be
hoping that several new talented play-
ers inject a new lease of life into the
side.

Bowland recorded some impressive
victories last year but could not find the
consistency that would have proved so
vital and helped them challenge right
at the very top. However, they did have
success in their Founders competition
which could encourage more confi-
dence for the season ahead.

County played some great netball
at times on their way to finishing third
but Grizedale were the most inconsist-
ent as they won half their games, los-
ing their other half. With a set of com-
mitted and determined girls, they too
could mount a push for glory come the
end of the season.

Lonsdale finished fifth with 18
points just ahead of Furness. After this
it was a large nine point gap to Cartmel
who will hope for a change of fortunes
this time around as they have a decent
sized squad which shows promise.
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Fylde seek to retain A-league title as
new football season shapes up

Oliver Holmes
Sports Editor

THE RETURN TO life at Lancaster Uni-
versity this week could not have come
sooner for many of its students. The
eagerly anticipated return of fresher’s
week will be what most students have
been looking forward to. However, it is
the second week of term that the Inter-
college footballers will have at the fore-
front of their minds as it witnesses the
return of the football season.

Week two sees various A league
sides start the campaign on the tra-
ditional Wednesday afternoon slot
down at the pitches that will hopefully
withstand Lancaster’s erratic weather
conditions that graced the campus last
year. The B’s however will soon follow
with a weekend packed with morning
and evening fixtures on the astro turf.

Last years A-league champions
Fylde will look to retain the unrivalled
dominance which they have displayed
over the past few seasons. Captain
Chris Barnett said: ““On the back of a
successful year last year, we're out to
retain our league title and progress fur-
ther in the cup competitions. Consist-
ency is the key and taking every game
as a cup final.”

Fylde were pushed all the way to the
finishing line by unbeaten Pendle last
time around and there is no doubting
that they will want to go one better and
snatch the title away from the self-pro-
claimed “Home of Sport”. However,
Pendle will struggle as they have lost
several key players.

This could allow any of the other
teams to step up and challenge. Coun-
ty, prior to last season enjoyed a period
of success and will want to forget about
a troublesome campaign. Captain
Alastair Koch said: “With a disappoint-
ing mid-table finish last season and a
brief cup run, we’re aiming to get back
in the race to bring in as much silver-
ware as possible.”

Also hoping to rise to the occasion
will be last year’s surprise package
Grizedale. Hardworking and difficult
to beat, they displayed everything a
team should epitomize and deservedly
won the Inter-college Cup. Similarly,
last year’s third-placed Furness are a
solid side but know they have much to
do to repeat their success.

At the other end of the table it is
make or break time for the South-West
colleges.  Cartmel finished bottom
while Lonsdale did not do much bet-
ter finishing just above them. Cartmel
captain Mat Chard said: “performances

improved over the course of the season
and we had a strong finish in the sum-
mer cup giving us much optimism for
the forthcoming season.” Mat is not the
only one thinking there will be a change
in fortune. Lonsdale Captain Liam Jo
Thorpe said: “new management and
some new talented faces should mean
a long awaited push for glory.”

Finally, Bowland will also think
they have considerable talent that will
enable them to improve on their 6th
place finish.

Moving into the B-league, Fylde
took the title but were closely fought
by a well-drilled Graduate College who
could go one step further this year de-
spite being yet again ravaged by depar-
tures. Pendle B’s managed a brilliant
cup run knocking several A-teams out
in the process and reached the final of
B-team Summer Cup. Captain Tom
Persich said: “After last years display
the team will be looking forward to a
competitive league competition and
hope to continue their form with a
strong start to the season.”

Cartmel finished third last season
and under a restyled management team
they are looking to go to the next level.
Michael Phelan said: “we fully expect
to capitalise and enjoy progressing on
last seasons achievements.”

A taste of the action: Eddie Wileman from County and Joe
Carroll of Fylde battle for the ball in a match from last season.

The Lancaster Award recognises your extra-curricular
achievements and can be completed alongside your degree
programme. It will help you develop your skills and make

you more employable to graduate recruiters. To achieve the
award you must undertake activities in four areas:

* Employability/career development
e Campus, community and social development

* Work experience
» Additional skills

B/ A\ NV 1 LI\

Award :-

Many major graduate employers have endorsed the Lancaster

‘The Lancaster Award helps students demonstrate that they
have developed and possess the skills that are invaluable to

graduate employers in all sectors’. (HSBC)

Find out more about the award: www.lancs.ac.uk/careers/award
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University give green light for
brand new £20m Sports Centre

 The new complex
expected to be ready
March 2011

e ‘Attitude on sports
is changing,’ claims
LUSU VP for Sport

e Facilities announce
other measures to
improve sporting
success for the uni

Robert Payling
Sports Editor

Building work can now to start on
Lancaster University’s state of the art
sports centre after the construction
plans were signed off.

The new facilities, which will be sit-
uated above the lower rugby field, will
cost around £20m and are scheduled
for completion in March 2011.

Enabling work has already started
on the site, with the pavilion being de-
molished and fencing erected around
the construction yard. Major work will
then begin after signatures from the
University secretary Fiona Aiken and
two other councillors are penned.

Facilities inside the centre will in-
clude a 25 metre long swimming pool
with a moveable floor that allows for
two deep ends, perfect for playing water
polo. A touch board timing system and
display board will also be installed.

A sauna and steam room will be
built along with new health & fitness
suites and a dance studio. A boulder-
ing cave is also in the plans as well as
a sports hall including 8 badminton
courts and 4 squash courts.

The building is to be glass fronted,
enabling a climbing wall to feature as
the focal point of the building and to
provide a more aesthetically pleasing
way to exercise with the view of the
outdoor landscape in front of you.

Thebeginning of major construction
work will be marked by a time capsule
containing student sporting memora-
bilia being placed in to the ground.

Director of Sport, Kim Montgomery
believes the new developments will
change the face of sport at Lancaster.
She said: “The university has turned a
corner and realised just how important
attracting students and increasing its
profile by being successful at sport is”

“Other universities with sporting
degrees, have in the past, invested a lot
more money than we have and subsi-
dised things when we always haven’t
here.”

“The university is now putting this
huge amount of money in and I don’t

think there can be criticisms that the
university isn’t committed to sport.
We’re up there and above for me now.”

“I've been here 19 years and this
is the most positive I've felt about my
own role and what’s going on around
us.”

The signing off of the sports centre
follows a busy summer of construction
work at Lancaster, repairing and re-
building existing sporting facilities.

£400,000 alone has been spent on
digging up and resurfacing the damaged
astroturf pitch, fitting CCTV and build-
ing security fencing. The new pitch will
also incorporate a unique sand dressed
carpet opposed to the previous sand
filled carpet that existed.

A further £30,000 has been invest-
ed to improve the grass pitches, and
the university’s tennis courts have been
fitted with new posts, nets and fencing.

Landscape Manager, Ian Sturzaker
spoke on the work being done from the
cash boost: “We have made significant
investment in improvements to surfac-
ing and quite a rigorous maintenance
programme in place now which will
take us right through on an annual
basis, which will see further improve-
ment.”

The regeneration of Lancaster’s
sporting landscape is a positive sign
that attitudes towards sport are chang-
ing at the university. It is also hoped
that the changes will help to improve
on the university’s disappointing Roses
results in recent years.

Sue Wynes, Vice President of Sports
for LUSU said: “With all the improve-
ments, the attitude on sports is chang-
ing here, that alone will improve how
we do in Roses.”

“You can always blame facilities,
they’re never perfect, but I think the
fact they are improving makes a mas-
sive difference.”

The university is also adhering to
its green credentials by designing the
centre to achieve BREEAM’ excellence
ratings - the leading environmental
method accredited to new builds for
their sustainable design practices.

Exercisers who enjoy the outdoors
are also set to benefit from the cash
injection thanks to a proposed Healthy
Campus Fitness Trail joining south
west campus to the sports centre via
a new footpath running by the main
campus.

Tan Sturzaker spoke on the alterna-
tive: “Some people cannot financially
afford membership to the sports centre
and instead we're offering another type
of activity.”

Although the price is a heavy one
to pay, it can no longer be said that
the university is holding students back
from sporting success, as foundations
are laid for a brighter future.

Design of the Future: An artist’s impression of the entrance to the new sports centre due to open in March 201 |.

Quick crossword

Across

11

14

18

22

24
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1 Safety structure in centre
of motorway (5,7)
9 Form of oxygen (5)
10 Make happy (7)
11 Bird of prey — light, wind-
borne structure (4)
12 Mendacious
Shakespearean knight (8)
14 Constricted (6)
15 Supporting staff (6)
18 Principal — churchman (8)
20 Serene (4)
22 (Originally) a wormwood-
based liqueur (7)
23 Lower part of collar on
coat (5)
24 Dedicated to one outcome
(6-6)

Down

2 Cockerel (7)

3 Killed — alot (4)

4 One seeking alms (6)

5 Give confidence to (8)

6 South Asian republic (5)
7 Ordinary (3-2-3-4)

8 Blue-collar (7-5)

13 Imaginary — in on a lot
(anag) (8)

16 Walk roughly over (7)

17 Discover the meaning of
— six feet (6)

19 Got up (5)

21 Tribal group with
common ancestor (4)
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