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There’s only rooms at the Inn

Jen Day

THE TRUE EXTEnT of housing crisis 
at Lancaster is becoming increasingly 
clear, with students being put up in 
hotels while space is found for them. 

During Freshers’ Week over 20 
international students arrived and 
found that they had nowhere to live. 
Study Group, an international organi-
sation which works with the University, 
had exceeded their intake quota for this 
academic year leaving students in the 
lurch. Study Group had told their stu-
dents that there would be accommoda-
tion available for when they arrived at 
Lancaster without having liaised with 
the University. With the current short-
age of student accommodation in Lan-
caster when the international students 
arrived there was nowhere for them to 
stay. They were booked into rooms at 
the Holiday Inn.

LUSU Living, the Students’ Union’s 
housing wing, has been asked to fi nd 
accommodation for these students. 
LUSU Living had already been called 
upon by the University over the summer 
to fi nd homes for clearing and insur-
ance choice students who could not be 
put on campus.

Dr. Hilary Simmons, the Universi-
ty’s Head of the College and Residences 
offi ce,  has released a statement saying: 
“The University has housed 3920 
undergraduate and postgraduate fi rst 
years; this fi gure included all fi rst years 
with a guarantee of accommodation 
and 630 students who were not guaran-
teed. During clearing all students were 
informed that acceptance of a place did 
not guarantee University accommoda-
tion. However, the University will do all 
that it reasonably can to assist them to 
fi nd their own accommodation.”

Since Freshers’ Week began LUSU 
Living has been able to accommo-
date almost all of the students with-
out accommodation, with only 14 stu-

dents left at the Holiday Inn waiting to 
be housed by the end of Week One.

“We are monitoring the situation 
daily”, said Matthew Ward, Manager 
of LUSU Living. “The property owner 
has got a lot of people on site working 
as hard as they can to get it ready and I 
think that although we have had teeth-
ing problems with it, once it is there it is 
going to be great. It is in a great location 
so I think it will be really popular and a 
great addition to the student marker for 
years to come.”

Taking on so many new properties 
has meant that not all the properties 
have been up to LUSU’s standard but 
efforts are being made to correct any 
issues the tenants might have, even if 
this means doing more superfi cial work 
once the students have moved in. Time 
scales have been tight and “sometimes 
they have run over, but it has been una-
voidable”, said Ward.

LUsU offi cers have been to visit off-
campus fi rst years both in their houses 
and at the old bus deport where a lot of 
the new postgraduates are now living. 
“LUSU has made the effort to go out to 
[the fi rst years] rather than waiting for 
them to come to us and I think that has 
helped and awful lot”, said Pete Mac-
millan, LUsU vice President (equality, 
Welfare and Diversity).

LUsU President, robbie Pickles 
said: “I think really there are lessons 
that need to be learnt and we need to be 
thinking about next year and make sure 
that this does not happen again because 
we could fi nd ourselves in a terrible 
situation.”

JCr’s were not told the fi nal fi gure 
of how many off-campus students they 
would have until the day before they 
arrived. For many of the colleges this 
fi gure was over 50 freshers. But, in 
spite of the issues surrounding accom-
modation LUsU and JCr offi cers along 
with Freshers Reps have worked hard 
to include off-campus freshers. Many 
of the colleges have sent messages over 
Facebook to keep off-campus freshers 
up to date. For those who don’t have 
internet access JCR members have met 
up with their freshers and informed 
them of the various activities they could 
take part in.

 ● Rush to get students housed means 
moving them into unfi nished lets
 ● 20 international students put up at hotel

3920 
number of fi rst year under and 
postgraduates this year

Yes you pump-can?
Carolynne looks at that spookiest of squashes in time for Halloween

The future of student fees: page fi ve
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First year pass rate set to increase
ali shaw
Assistant Editor

PLANs to IMProve degree classifi ca-
tion could result in a possible increase in 
the pass rate for fi rst years in the major 
course, going up from 45% to 50%.

As the Degree Classifi cation Work-
ing Party awaits a fi nal sign-off by Uni-
versity Senate, - the most senior govern-
ing body of the University - further plans 
to improve degree classifi cation continue 
to arise. the Working Party was formed 
in February 2007 to reassess the cur-
rent pass rates for degrees at the Univer-
sity, and to consider possible changes to 
improve the classifi cation process.

The new undergraduate degree reg-
ulations proposal includes eight main 
propositions from a university-wide 
grading system. This is intended to pro-
mote the use of the full marking range 
and directly link to the assessment of 
learning outcomes to the provision of 
fi nal year re-sits. Although the increase 
in the pass rate is not part of the pro-
posal, it is a key topic that has come out 
of the Working Group’s research and 
will be put to Faculties and Academic 
Council before drafting a proposal to 
Senate. 

When asked about the idea, Robin 
Hughes, Lancaster University Students’ 
Union vice President (Academic), told 
sCAN: “I genuinely think it will be 
interesting as it would raise a academic 
debate into what the pass rate is about, 

and see how it helps students learn 
better and give them motivation to aim 
higher,” but then went on to express 
his worries of it causing a big distinc-
tion between expectations of minor 
and major students. “My concerns out-
weigh the positive aspects, this sugges-
tion comes from the best intentions but 
it’s implications, not intentions, that we 
need to look at.” 

First year student sophie Acher is in 
favour of the proposed increase in the 
pass rate. “Many students see the fi rst 
year of university as a time to enjoy 
yourself and party, opposed to concen-
trating on your degree. Putting the fi rst 
year pass rate up will not only sort out 
the boys from the men, but will encour-
age students to work hard every year,” 
she said. 

But simon Dunlop, a County fi rst 
year disagrees. he said: “the fi rst year 
has purposefully low pass rates because 
it takes a long time to adjust to a new 
environment. I think raising the fi rst 
year pass rate will only put unnecessary 
pressure on students and cause stress 
and upset amongst students.”

The idea is still new and will undergo 
a lot of discussion before anything con-
crete will happen, Hughes was keen 
to emphasise that he “anticipates a lot 
of healthy debate from both students 
and staff” and that “it’s important to 
remember fi rst year isn’t just an aca-
demic experience but also a university 
experience.” 
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FUrther CUts At the University 
have resulted in the forced closure of 
seven of the nine college bars on one 
weekend night each week. The change 
comes after the college bars were told 
they had to make an “effi ciency saving” 
of £50,000 in the next academic 
year.

County, Bowland, Furness, Fylde, 
Grizedale, Pendle and Lonsdale col-
lege bars are involved in the cuts, which 
will result in each of them being closed 
on either Saturdays or Sundays for 
the foreseeable future. Only Cartmel 
and Graduate bars are able to retain 
their current opening hours: Gradu-
ate because it was the only bar to meet 
its profi t target for the last year, Cart-
mel purportedly because of the college’s 
catered accommodation and its reliance 
on Barker house Farm.

The colleges were told that due to 
cuts that needed to be made the hours 
worked by licensees and assistant licen-
sees would have to be reduced. The 
decision to close seven of the bars for 
weekend day, different ones being shut 
on different night, was made by the 
Facilities division at the University over 
the summer vacation, and the Students’ 
Union and colleges were told about the 
changes that were to come without any 
real consultation.

The reason for the closures is 
assumed to be due to the college bars 
collectively falling short of the budgeted 
yearly income by £173,369. Though the 
bars were profi table by over £1.68 mil-
lion, they did not reach the necessary 
targets, and the closures are reportedly 

a consequence of this. Mark swindle-
hurst, Director of Facilities said: “Pat-
terns of use of the bars is changing , 
along with the need to make the nine 
college bars sustainable for the long-
term at a diffi cult economic  time. to 
meet this challenge the Bars Monitor-
ing Group, which has a membership 
including Colleges, LUSU and Facili-
ties, were informed of a range of operat-
ing changes and these included the lim-
ited closure of some bars for one night 
at the weekend.” 

The closures have caused uproar in 
the student community. President of 
Furness JCr, Luke Anderson said: “It 
goes against the logic of the bars being 
college space by shutting them on one 

of the only two free days for students. 
The University see the bars as a busi-
ness and not a major part of the college 
community.”

LUsU President, robbie Pickles is 
also against the changes: “I believe the 
college bars can be run in a way which 
would allow them to achieve greater 
profi tability that would not cut staff 
hours. This is not a progressive step. 
The college bars should be a primary 
recruiter of student staff and it is disap-
pointing to see a reduction in jobs avail-
able.” Many student staff are feeling the 
consequences of the changes to open-
ing hours. Martha sprackland is a third 
year student in Furness College, who 
also works in the bar. Furness and Fylde 

bars were grouped together to make the 
decision over which night they would 
stay open.

Sprackland said of the new open-
ing policy: “I think it’s ridiculous. sat-
urday is a big night for any bar, so we’re 
all losing money. It’s the same for Fylde 
[which is closing] on the sunday; nei-
ther bar is happy about it.

“To save money we’ve had people in 
working from other bars during the day 
to save money on paying us. now LUSU 
is involved, we’re hoping the changes 
might be short-lived, but we can’t guar-
antee that any alternative will be better 
than this,” she added.

The idea that the weekend closure 
will affect college spirit is common 

among many college Presidents. Matt 
saint, County JCr President, spoke 
of his bar’s pairing with Bowland bar. 
“Sunday is obviously our quiz night, 
and County’s is really popular. It’s the 
one staple night and from what I can 
see it’s the night the bar makes the most 
money, so I don’t understand the logic 
behind it. Some people have suggested 
having a joint quiz with Bowland but I 
think they’re missing the point of what 
the college system is,” saint said.

Mark Lord, Cartmel JCr President 
is among a small number of people who 
will not be affected by the change, with 
his college bar not being subject to the 

new closing hours. He does, however, 
appreciate the repercussions for other 
colleges.

“I do appreciate that it’s not just 
about Cartmel. All bars on campus, as 
far as I’m concerned, have equal weight. 
I would be lying if I said I didn’t let 
out a cheer when I heard that Cartmel 
wouldn’t be closing, but at the same 
time it is very important that all the bars 
stay open, as they are a student facility, 
they’re not just a business,” he said. 

Anderson added: “through talking 
to those who were consulted it seems all 
communication [from the University] 
was vague, last-minute and one-sided. 
The student populace should positively 
get behind any action that goes against 
the decision to shut the bars at the 
weekend.”

Bar wars return as University 
dictates alternate opening nights
 ● Cuts cause 
weekend closure 
of college bars

the BAttLe BetWeeN Univer-
sity and students for the college bars 
began in 2008. Union Council - the 
governing body of the Students’ 
Union - passed policy in order to cam-
paign for the college bars to be run 
independently by their correspond-
ing college, when it became clear this 
privilege was under threat.

By August 2008, however, three 
of the college bars – Cartmel, County 
and Grizedale - were taken over by 
Commercial Services, the depart-
ment responsible for the University’s 
non-academic, profi table facilities. 
The remaining colleges were left with 
the promise that the other six bars 
would follow.

The Director of Commercial Ser-
vices, David Peeks, was already in 
charge of Barker house Farm, the 

Venue and Fylde Coffee Shop, and 
students felt that college individual-
ity was under threat by the takeover. 
At the time, LUsU President (2008-
2010) Michael Payne said: “the inde-
pendence of the nine colleges has yet 
again been undermined […] the col-
lege bars are more than just places 
to drink… bringing them under the 
control of Commercial Services will 
deprive them of any character and 
sense of community.”

By the beginning of term in sep-
tember 2008, Pendle had also been 
taken over by Commercial Services 
and Grizedale had been closed for 
refurbishment. At the time it was 
reported in sCAN that the bars had 
been taken over and that the licen-
sees were to be centrally managed 
by the University in order to diver-
sify the bars, and to include food and 
drink provisions.

Lancaster University Labour Club 
had been campaigning to save the 
college bars in the previous academic 

year, by organising ‘drink-ins’ and 
getting over 800 students to sign a 
petition over the takeover.

In the lead article its third issue, 
sCAN claimed Peeks had made 
losses within his department before 
the takeover of the bars, and that 
Commercial Services was “haemor-
rhaging money.”

A month later, after sCAN was 
threatened with legal action by 
Peeks’ solicitor, an apology and clar-
ifi cation was printed, explaining that 
though Commercial Services under 
Peeks had not hit its targets, it had 
still made a profi t and he was not, 
in fact, a “loss-maker” as had been 
claimed.

By January 2009, at the New 
JCr/Campus offi cer training Con-
ference, a boycott of University 
Catering venues was suggested. Bow-
land Café, the Environment Centre 
Café, The Venue, Fylde Coffee Shop, 
the hub Café and Barker house 
Farm were successfully boycotted, 

along with all vending machines, and 
students were encouraged to eat at 
independent food outlets on campus 
by the new offi cers.

By late January, the campaign had 
reached its peak. A group of approxi-
mately 50 students took part in a pro-
test organized by the Labour Club, 
which passed by all University Cater-
ing outlets and culminated in Alexan-
dra Square outside University House. 
Extra security had been put on the 
doors to University House in case pro-
testors tried to enter the building.

In February of the same year, Paul 
Wellings, the Vice Chancellor of the 
University, created a working group 
to discuss the future of the colleges, 
whilst touching on the subject of the 
bars, though it was agreed that would 
be largely left up to the Bars Advisory 
Group.

Over the Easter vacation of that 
year, the remaining college bars 
were taken over by Commercial Ser-
vices. No JCr offi cers were consulted 

before the takeover, and they were 
surprised that the plans had been 
changed from those the University 
had initially told them.

Due to the takeover of the bars, 
the University was able to hire the 
spaces out for private functions, 
though it was insisted that this would 
not happen without the permission 
of the college Principals. on the fi rst 
day of Summer Term, a wedding was 
held in Pendle bar. the porters, and 
later, the police were called to the 
event, which was during the offi -
cial quiet period in Summer Term, 
in preparation for end of year exams 
because of an altercation.

In the 2009-10 academic year, 
prices at the bars continued to 
increase, but the campaigns and pro-
tests fell by the wayside to indiffer-
ence. It remains to be seen whether 
the new closure proposals will reig-
nite the campaign spirit of previous 
years in an effort to reclaim the bars 
for the colleges.

Bar Wars: 
Episode One
A brief history

The 2008-09 campaign centred about college autonomy with the rallying point being the college bars 

“It goes against the logic 
of the bars being college 
space by shutting them on 
one of the only two free 
days for students. The 
University see the bars 
as a business and not a 
major part of the college 
community.”
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New 
Counselling 
base of 
operations 
a worry for 
students

Change to 
elections rules 
leaves no room 
for pairs to run 
together

New LICA building receives mixed response

Emma Hughes

LANCAster UNIversIty hAs 
unveiled its new environmentally 
friendly building, made to house Lan-
caster’s Institute for the Contemporary 
Arts (LICA), to a mixed reception.

the £10m development is the first 
Higher Education building in the coun-
try to be classed as ‘outstanding’ by 
the British research establishment’s 
environmental Assessment Method 
(BreeAM). the building is con-
structed from environmentally friendly 
timber and includes an energy efficient 
rain harvesting tank, amongst other 
measures.

the site will contain the Art, Music, 
Design and Theatre Studies depart-
ments which were previously spread 
around various areas of the Univer-
sity. In addition, the building will sup-
port elements of the professional arts 
activity of Live at LICA – a union of 
the Peter scott Gallery, the Nuffield 

Theatre and the International Concert 
Series – as well as the research group 
ImaginationLancaster.

Director of Live at LICA, Matt 
Fenton, says: “My first impression is 
that the building is stunning and has 
lots of potential. We’re very excited 
about the new performance spaces.”

the 5,000 square metre building is 
situated at the north end of the campus 
next to County College and comprises 
of open plan office areas, interlinked 
social spaces and private rooms that 
students can book to use. The event 
space is also complete with a sound-
absorbing ceiling.

However, some students in the 
Music department argue that though 
the building is attractive it is not prac-
tical. They complain that the appear-
ance has been prioritised over the 
function as the spaces are small and 
offer poor sound quality.

“The new building is visually 
impressive and the main foyer is cer-

tainly a pleasant space, but the con-
tent is somewhat disappointing, even 
if it is aesthetically superior to what 
preceded it,” argued one third year 
music student who wished to remain 
anonymous. 

“Whilst the spaces are well 
designed visually, there appears to be 
a lack of design for purpose – espe-
cially when acoustics are taken into 
account. The place is let down by its 
fit and finish as well as an overrid-
ing sense of pointlessness when com-
pared to more urgent departmental 
needs concerning staffing and post-
graduate funding.”

It has also been rumoured that the 
development had some problems in 
its final stages of completion, includ-
ing toilets that flushed using dirty roof-
water and a pond that drained itself.

Director of Facilities, Mark 
swindlehurst said: “there are always 
minor issues with major construction 
projects when in the final stages of 

completion. We will look into the com-
ments that have been made to sCAN 
and collectively determine if anything 
needs to be done about them. The 
design of the spaces were subject to a 
comprehensive briefing and approval 
by colleagues in LICA and feedback 
from all staff to date has been one of 
overwhelming support and praise for 
the building.”

he went on to say: “the toilets use 
an environmentally friendly system 
that involved harvesting rain water 
which is why it may appear discol-
oured. This was explained in the build-
ing user guide but we take your com-
ments on board and will add signs 
to explain the process and avoid any 
future confusion.

“The pond uses a sustainable urban 
drainage system which releases sur-
face water at consistent rates and this 
was being tested over the past couple 
of weeks which is why it may have been 
empty at some points.”

Chris Housden
News Editor

A ProMINeNt NUMBer of the Stu-
dents’ Union bylaws were revised at 
the first Union Council meeting of the 
academic year,. Among the proposed 
changes, some applied to the election 
process for LUsU officers. In partic-
ular, the way in which JCR executive 
officers are elected to a role where two 
officers have the same duties as occurs 
in some colleges with the role of Social 
Secretary was proposed to be changed.  
Previously, to run for such positions 
students had to be part of a pair, cam-
paigning together against other pairs.  
However, this was changed in the elec-
tion bylaw revision that was passed as 
it was deemed wrong to rule out stu-
dents running on their own for a single 
position.      

Though there had been rumours 
that this change would be a conten-
tiously debated topic, it was passed 
almost unanimously.  Several JCR 
executive officers had mentioned that 
they would be speaking against it and 
would be available to be quoted; how-
ever, none of them offered any argu-
ment to the proposals.  

Speaking afterwards Olly Trum-
ble, vice President of Fylde JCr, said 
that “from our experience it adds a def-
inite edge” when students ran as a pair.  
He claimed that last year saw Fylde’s 
first joint election campaign which was 
“infinitely more successful than people 
running as individuals” because they 
have to be motivated “campaigning 
together from the beginning”.  

While he acknowledged that it 
doesn’t necessarily mean other col-
leges have also experienced this, Trum-
ble said “it would be interesting to see” 
how the change affects the elections at 
the end of the term.    

Trumble also commented that with 
so many changes being made at once 
“it’s impossible to look at them [the 
proposals] in infinite detail with the 
time constraints”, arguing that any 
issue would be easy to miss in the mass 
of changes being made.

LUsU President robbie Pickles, 
who had been working on the revi-
sions over the summer break, noted 
that the previous constitution had 
bylaws which were “extremely out 
of date, cross referencing non-exist-
ent rules and officers’”.  he was care-
ful to stress that though every single 
bylaw had some form of modification, 
they were “largely cosmetic changes” 
in a bid to bring the constitution up to 
date with current officer titles, remits 
and rules.     

In a change to previous Union 
Council meetings, desk mounted name 
signs and a brief summary sheet detail-
ing some FAQs based around the run-
ning of the meetings were introduced.  
These were introduced with two pur-
poses in mind, according to Pickles, to 
clarify proceedings for observers and, 
in preparation for a series of new offic-
ers after elections at the end of Mich-
aelmas term, to familiarise them with 
each other and with the meetings. 

 Students say the new building is “impressive” but “disappointing”. Photo: Ali Shaw

Charlotte Urban
News Editor

stUDeNt BAseD servICes, the 
resource responsible for organising 
student accommodation, funding and 
counselling, has been relocated to Uni-
versity house in Alexandra square. 

Whilst some departments were 
already situated in University House, 
there is concern for certain depart-
ments transferring their facility to 
this building, in particular, Lancas-
ter’s Counselling Service. This facility 
has relocated from Furness’ C Floor, to 
the large, mainly glass building at the 
centre of the University. This has been 
a cause for concern for some as it may 
result in embarrassment and humili-
ation to students seeking advice and 
support. the floor-to-ceiling windows 
in the building ensure that there is 
little privacy for a student seeking con-
fidential guidance from a counsellor. 
Whilst the counsellors within the facil-
ity maintain that they will still be offer-
ing the same valuable service, the dis-
cretion of the facility has been brought 

into question. 
The relocation of the facility was 

initiated by Director of student Based 
Services, Tom Finnigan who has sug-
gested that the move will mean all 
the facilities co-ordinated by Student 
Based services will now be under one 
roof, and therefore more accessible 
to students. Pete Macmillan, LUsU 
vice President (equality, Welfare and 
Diversity) said that the move is “a 

good idea in theory, but perhaps not in 
practice”.

The Counselling Service offers a 
valuable service to students who wish 
to talk to someone impartial about 
concerns of a personal and emotional 
nature. the Counsellors work in 50 
minute slots, which focus on the indi-
vidual and aim to “create appropriate 

coping mechanisms”. A letter sent into 
sCAN expressed dismay at the reloca-
tion of the Counselling service saying: 
“What was once a private service where 
many counsellors were available and 
working each day, is now a hectic mess 
of a service”. the letter then went on 
to say that “at least a minimum level of 
confidentiality and dignity should be 
allowed”.

student Based services is now often 
referred to as the Base, a name coined 
in order to make it easily recognisa-
ble by students as the building com-
prising of many of the necessary facili-
ties for students, such as CeeC (Centre 
for Enterprise, Employability and 
Careers) and advice for international 
students. 

Julia Thomson, an employee at Stu-
dent Based services said: “It is useful 
to have a one stop shop […] however 
there are issues as it isn’t always an 
immediately available private area”. 
Whilst realising the negatives of the 
relocation of the Counselling Service 
thomson said: “overall it’ll be a really 
effective service”.  

 ● Concerns over 
privacy in glass 
fronted building

“There are issues 
as it isn’t always 
an immediately 
available private 
area.”
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Lord Browne’s higher education review 
puts students up against unlimited fees 
and higher interest rates

Paul Hannah

UNIversItIes MAy Be able to charge 
unlimited fees from their students in 
years to come according to a new pro-
posal laid out by Lord Browne in his 
long awaited review of Higher Educa-
tion funding.

Lord Browne, the former chief 
executive of BP, said universities that 
charged the highest fees would have to 
demonstrate they are widening access 
to students from poorer homes.

Lord Browne’s review calls for 
the £3,290 cap on fees, which stu-
dents borrow in loans, to be scrapped. 
Instead it proposes a free market in 
fees – setting out models of charges up 
to £12,000 a year for a degree course. 
“There are a variety of things they 
can do in that area, including offer-
ing scholarships for living expenses,” 
Browne told the Guardian.

Graduates will start repaying the 
cost of their degrees when they start 
earning £21,000 a year, up from 
£15,000 under the current system, the 
review recommends.

Institutions charging more than 
£6,000 will have to pay a rising per-
centage of each additional £1,000 as a 
levy to government. So a university that 
charges £7,000 will receive 94% of this 
fee, while one that charges £10,000 will 
receive 81%. At £6,000, the university 
receives the full fee.

The far-reaching recommendations 
set out a system in which much of the 
cost of a degree would be transferred 
from the taxpayer to the student.

The review also calls for the merger 
of a super quango (quasi non-govern-
mental organisation) for higher edu-
cation. The Higher Education Funding 
Council for England, which distributes 
funding on behalf of the government, 
would be combined with the sector’s 
watchdog for fair access, its quality reg-
ulator and its complaints watchdog.

This more competitive market 
would also mean that for the first time 
universities could go out of business, 
says the report.

Universities must compete over stu-
dents, fee levels and against new pro-
viders, the review panel recommends: 
“If they fail […] they might ultimately 
close or be taken over.”

Lord Browne said that he did not 
expect students to be deterred by debt. 
“There is a lot of evidence that students 
don’t just look at debt, but at the prize 

at the end as well, which is significant 
earning potential. If you look at the 
40% of students who study part-time, 
we don’t offer them anything, but they 
still come and study part-time.”

The report comes ahead of next 
week’s Comprehensive Spending 
Review, in which cuts of £4.2bn to 
higher education budget are expected. 
Student response to the proposals put 
forward by the review has been highly 
critical. Aaron Porter, NUs President, 
said: “If adopted, Lord Browne’s review 
would hand universities a blank cheque 
and force the next generation to pick up 
the tab for devastating cuts to higher 

education. The only thing students and 
their families would stand to gain from 
higher fees would be higher debts”.

He went on to argue that “there is 
no clear assurance that a hike in fees 
would improve student choice or qual-
ity and the evidence since fees tri-
pled four years ago shows that neither 
student satisfaction nor quality has 
improved.”

LUsU President robbie Pick-
les released a statement comment-
ing: “Lord Browne’s review has cer-
tainly provided food for thought for 
many organisations, but it is impor-
tant to remember that it is not a gov-
ernment proposal yet.” he argued that 
“attempts to spin this as a ‘progres-
sive step’ will fall flat. students are not 
stupid, and neither are their parents. 
They will struggle under increased 
debt and our communities will strug-
gle if less people can afford the educa-
tion needed to fulfil a valuable role in 
society. Where will the teachers, doc-
tors and nurses of the future come 
from?”.

Paul Wellings, the vice Chancel-
lor of Lancaster University and Chair 
of the 1994 Group of leading research-
intensive universities has been a cen-
tral figure in the recent row over tui-
tion fees. He commented on the release 
of the Browne review, calling it “the 
first progressive step in a long process 
to address the important issue of uni-
versity funding”. Wellings holds the 
view that “everyone’s priority has to be 
to reassure students of all backgrounds 

that they will be able to attend a uni-
versity with the resources necessary 
to offer academic excellence and the 
very best experience. Wellings asserted 
that “most importantly, the impact of 
the Comprehensive Spending Review 
later this month must not be allowed to 
detract from the gains offered to uni-
versities by the Browne review.”

the official statement on the events 
from the government Business, Inno-
vation and skills (BIs) press office took 
a positive view of the proposals. In it, 

secretary of state for Business vince 
Cable, argued: “they [Lord Browne and 
the review team] have taken evidence 
from a wide range of people including 
students, the higher education sector 
and business. We will judge their rec-
ommendations against the impact 
on student debt, ensuring a properly 
funded university sector, improving the 
quality of teaching, increasing social 
mobility and attracting a higher pro-
portion of students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.”

At the time of the election, all sitting 
Liberal Democrat MPs, including Nick 
Clegg and Cable, signed up to a pledge 
to vote against any increase in fees. 

The coalition agreement allows the Lib 
Dems to abstain.

however Cable gave official govern-
mental approval to the proposals, tell-
ing the BBC the proposals were “proba-
bly on the right lines” and that he would 
look to implement the price hikes in 
2012, meaning that current year 12s 
would be the first to face the blow.

In the same BIs statement Minis-
ter for Universities David Willetts was 
quoted as saying “the current system 
of funding for higher education is no 
longer fit for purpose. Any new fund-
ing settlement must promote world 
class competitiveness in teaching 
and research, with better quality for 
students.”

Lancaster students appear to hold 
opposing views. Jon Wilby, of Lons-
dale College, said “I am sickened by the 
shameless way in which students are 
now unprotected from the money grab-
bing administrative side of universities. 
We are now essentially held to ransom 
by universities and the best and bright-
est kids from poorer backgrounds will 
be put off coming to the detriment of 
society in general.”

however, Liam shepherd of Bow-
land College disagreed. “I wouldn’t 
mind paying more money for a better 
quality degree. I don’t think it’s fair 
that top flight universities are limited, 
despite offering so much more for your 
money. The idea that students can now 
dictate how much a uni should charge 
will hopefully result in a more compet-
itive education system.”

 ● No limit on tuition fees. At the 
moment they’re capped at £3,290 per 
year. They could increase to £12,000.

 ● A 10% increase in the number of 
places universities can offer.

 ● Graduate loan interest rates would 
rise to the government’s cost of 
borrowing (2.2%) on top of inflation.  

 ● Graduates would begin to repay the 
cost of their fees when their earnings 
reach £21,000 instead of £15,000.

 ● The government would set an 
minimum entry requirement each 
year, effectively moving UCAS point 
standards to reflect demand for 
places and that year’s available budget. 
Students with results beneath that 
requirement wouldn’t be able to apply 
for financial support. 

 ● Unpaid debt will take longer to be 
written off.  At present it takes 25 
years, proposed to be upped to 30 
years.

 ● Part-time students would be allowed 
to pay fees when they graduate 
instead of up front as they do now.

 ● Universities wouldn’t have a limit on 
the amount of students they could 
admit.

 ● The teaching grant given to 
universities would be cut by 80%, 
meaning with the proposed £6000 
charged to each student teaching 
income would drop slightly. It would 
rise slightly if each student was 
charged £7,000.  

The Browne review 
In a nUtsHEll

“If adopted, Lord 
Browne’s review would 
hand universities a 
blank cheque and force 
the next generation 
to pick up the tab for 
devastating cuts to 
higher education.”

£3,750  
 
the proposed, flat-rate amount 
for maintence loans. Currently 
they are means tested

Students’ eyes will be on Nick Clegg and Vince Cable, who both promised to vote against a rise in tuition fees before the General Election. Photo: Liberal Democracts/Flickr
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Investigations: the impact of losing central provisions

Shift of academic 
support to 
Faculties will hit 
postgrads hard

samantha newsham
Investigations Editor

the UNIversIty’s Move to shift 
academic support to Faculties contin-
ues with postgraduate training courses. 
Despite recommendations from those 
involved with research training, Uni-
versity senior Management chose to 
devolve the responsibility to Faculties in 
July, six weeks after taking the decision 
to close the Student Learning Develop-
ment Centre (sLDC). 

Courses provided centrally by the 
Centre for the Enhancement of Learn-
ing and teaching (CeLt) will not con-
tinue after the end of Michaelmas term. 
Although a large part of research train-
ing, generally more subject-specifi c, has 
always been carried out by Faculties, 
for several years this has been supple-

mented by generic workshops and train-
ing days organised by Dr Louise Innes, 
the research training Manager. 

Dean of Graduate studies, Profes-
sor Geraint Johnes, said: “Because of 
its very generic nature, central provi-
sion has been very important. […] It’s 
also allowed researchers from different 
disciplinary areas to come into contact 
with each other,” 

From January 2011 all research 
training will be in the hands of the Fac-
ulties. each Faculty has identifi ed a 
named person to take responsibility for 
research training co-ordination, who 
will work alongside the Faculty Student 
Learning Advisor, a position devolved 
from the SLDC.

In 2002, a national review by Sir 
Gareth Roberts found that skills pos-
sessed by graduate students were not 
always skills required by employers. As 
a result, funding was provided to all UK 
universities to offer training to help stu-
dents develop these skills, out of which 
grew Lancaster’s centrally-provided 
courses. The funding is due to cease in 
2011.

A working group was set up at the 
start of 2010 to consider the options in 
the light of funding coming to an end. 
It included Dr Innes, the four current 
Faculty Research Training Co-ordina-
tors and a postgraduate representative, 
Mike Jenkins. In June, its report con-
cluded that although there were areas 
where cuts could be made, some central 
provision should continue.

on July 19 Professor Bob McKin-
lay, the Deputy Vice Chancellor, gave 
a presentation to the University Man-
agement Advisory Group (UMAG), the 
University’s senior management team, 
concerning the future of research train-
ing. Following this, UMAG decided to 
move all provision to the Faculties.

none of the working group mem-
bers sCAN spoke to have been given 
any justifi cation for a decision that was 
contrary to their recommendations.  
Prof McKinlay said: “situating student 
learning support within the Faculties 
builds on the model of context-relevant 
support and will strengthen collabo-
rative working between academic staff 
and the student Learning Advisors.[It] 
focuses resources on the delivery of stu-
dent learning support and offers sav-
ings in central services costs of admin-
istration and coordination.”

The end of the Roberts money has 
coincided with a drive at Lancaster to 
embed academic support further into 
the Faculties. There is a feeling amongst 
some that postgraduates are more likely 
to engage with training that is directly 
applicable to their own research.

“Support in the centre potentially 
becomes detached from the day to day 
needs of the student,” said Dr Paul rod-
away, Director of CeLt. “It’s very diffi -
cult to meet the variety of needs of stu-
dents within a central service. Research 
training that’s delivered within a con-
text would appear to have most impact. 
By moving things down to the Faculty 
you put the decision making closer to 
where people have the knowledge about 
what kind of needs there are.”

Dr Fiona Benson, Associate Dean for 
Teaching for the School of Health and 
Medicine (shM), agreed, saying that 
to some extent “the evidence was in the 
numbers.” In 2009-10 just 13% of train-
ing attended by shM students was cen-
trally provided. 

The concern, however, is that with 
fewer opportunities for students to 
mix across disciplines each Faculty will 
become more separate.

“Are we a university or are we three 
[or] four separate universities?” said 
one staff member. “Students may not 
do the mixing they would before and I 
think that’s a great loss.”

one loss will be thesis in Progress 
(tIP), a series of workshops designed 
to allow students to discuss non-subject 
specifi c PhD. there were three levels, 
relating to the different stages of the 
PhD. In 2009-2010, 324 students took 
a tIP workshop.

“It’s a chance for students to meet 
each other and talk about the issues that 

aren’t subject-specifi c. one of the things 
about the PhD is it’s such an individ-
ual process that there’s always isolation 
involved,” said Dr Innes.

tIP level one  will run in Mich-
aelmas Term 2010. Levels two and 
three have been discontinued, and it is 
expected that Faculties will assess the 
programmes and incorporate elements 
of them into their own provision. 

“My aim would be to try and pick up 
as much as we can at the faculty level to 
minimise what is lost but that is obvi-
ously dependent on funding,” said 
another member of staff. “However, 
with the loss of central provision comes 
a loss of expertise, knowledge and years 

of experience which will be harder for 
the Faculties to replace.”

Without a central organiser – Dr 
Innes’ contract will not be contin-
ued past January – and with Faculties 
potentially running very similar courses 
the Faculty co-ordinators will liaise with 
each other to avoid duplication of con-
tent. “For this year I don’t expect to 
see much change, which gives us effec-
tively a planning year. We also have 
skills within the School that give us the 
potential for offering things that aren’t 
currently part of the menu [and are] 
available for other Faculties to attend,” 
said Dr Benson. “We really want to be 
sure that the top priority is looking after 
and ensuring success for vulnerable 
students.”

“For many research students there 
shouldn’t be a major impact, partic-
ularly if we’re successful in ensuring 
that elements currently provided in the 
centre are available within the Faculty,” 
added Dr Rodaway. 

AsK ANy MeMBer of staff who’s 
been involved in centrally provided 
research training what the effects 
of losing it are likely to be and the 
answers are always the same. Fewer 
opportunities to mix across Facul-
ties. Course duplication. Decrease 
in completion rates. Decrease in stu-
dent satisfaction.

Potentially one of the most con-
cerning is completion rates. All full-
time PhD students are expected 
to submit their thesis within four 
years regardless of how their study is 
funded. Research Councils, however, 
which fund many UK PhD students, 
have a threshold for the percent-
age of funded students who, having 
started a PhD, must have completed 
four years later. If universities do not 
meet this percentage, they can lose 
the opportunity to apply for future 
funding.

A few years ago, Lancaster met the 
Economic and Social Research Coun-
cil’s threshold by a dangerously slim 
margin. To help improve completion 
rates, CELT and Dr Innes created a 
Supported Writing course targeted 
specifi cally at fi nishing PhD stu-
dents, a week-long workshop which 
allowed small groups of students to 
work on writing up their theses with 
members of CELT staff on hand at all 

times for support.
“A lot of people have left here, 

they’ve written papers, they’ve writ-
ten bits of chapters, they’ve man-
aged to hand something in to the 
supervisor,” explained Dr Innes. “It’s 
sad that that may not continue. For 
the students who’ve come on it it’s 
been life changing. you have to look 
at every student as someone who’s 
worth investing your time in and not 
just a tick.”

As yet it is unclear whether this 
course will continue in Faculties. 
With only three dedicated members 
of staff, the Faculty Student Learn-
ing Advisors, providing academic 
support, compared to the seven pre-
viously in the SLDC, staff worry that 
pressures of time will leave some stu-
dents unsupported.

“I can’t see how everybody can do 
everything, and something’s going to 
give. I’m not certain that vulnerable 
and needy and at-risk students are 
going to be the ones who are priori-
tised. My immediate concern is that 
there will be students on campus in 
distress,” said a former member of 
SLDC staff. “The positive side is that 
those who are still here are very dedi-
cated and very motivated and will do 
whatever they can to make this jour-
ney a good one for students.”

The true costs

 ● Support courses set to cease after Christmas

 ● Central support reduced despite working 
group’s call to retain 

“Are we a university 
or are we three 
or four separate 
universities?”

324 
students took the thesis in 
Progress course in 2009-10

Photo: Jenn  Tomomitsu
This photo was taken at the Exploring Pasts/Researching Futures 
workshop held July 12-13, organised by Louise Innes and Graduate 
College. 72 PhD students attended, 38 presented papers. The aim was 
to allow students to informally reflect on the research process, discuss 
difficulties and victories they experienced and learn about potential 
career options after graduation. It is not known if such an event will be 
able to take place again.
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“It’s being sold as a strategy, 
a way forward, an improve-
ment. But it shows no one 

has listened to or considered seri-
ously enough what it is that we do 
now. We’re not going to be able to 
work better with faculties just by being 
physically located there. In many ways 
it compromises our ability.”

This was the reaction of one former 
member of the Student Learning 
Development Centre staff to University 
senior management’s decision to close 
the SLDC and move the responsibil-
ity for all academic student support to 
the faculties.

What this means is that from now 
on, there will be no central, open-to-
all provision of support for students 
with learning diffi culties, international 
students, students who just need a 
helping hand. you will have access 
to different kinds support depend-
ing on whether you are an arts, sci-
ence or management student. Faculty 
staff will need to work hard to ensure 
that students in one discipline do not 
receive better support than students 
in another.

Over the summer, whilst decisions 
have been made and new plans have 
been drawn up, I have been investi-
gating the issue of training courses for 

PhD students. Like other support, this 
is now solely the responsibility of the 
faculties.

Every single person involved 
with central provision of support 
that I have spoken to has been wor-
ried about the effects of removing it. 
Some of the Faculty staff are worried. 
Groups of PhD students, led by the 
LUsU PGr representative Mike Jen-
kins, have called for more centrally-
run courses. A working group includ-
ing many of the people who deliver 
this support, set up to fi nd ways of 
saving money, recommended some 

central provision remain.
The University did not listen to any 

of these people. On 19 July, a meet-
ing of University senior management 
took the decision to close the training 
courses down.

They may have had their reasons 
for doing this. They may have been 
good ones. We don’t know, because 
they won’t tell anyone. Senior man-
agement involved in the decision 
refused to meet with sCAN to explain. 
They refused to answer our questions 
asking for justifi cation, directing us 
instead to earlier statements regarding 
the decision to close the SLDC, which 
was taken at a previous meeting on 
June 1, saying that these statements 
addressed the issue “explicitly”.

Many assume that it is simply an 
issue of saving money. In the current 
climate, this is not unreasonable. How-
ever, if budget cuts are to involve job 
losses and  possibly thousands of stu-
dents losing or receiving signifi cantly 
different access to potentially life-
changing support, we need to be given 
reasons.

Currently, the University’s fi nan-
cial position is secure; a message to 
staff from the Vice-Chancellor reas-
sures them that the draft accounts for 
the fi nancial year 2009-10 show a sur-
plus of 4.6%.

To assume that the University 
can retain this level of fi nancial secu-
rity over the next few years without 
severely tightening its belt is naïve; 
universities are facing signifi cant cuts 
in Government funding and money 
needs to be saved somewhere. But 
some of the proposed cuts seem short 
sighted at best.

The University’s reaction has con-
cerned some members of staff. There 
is a feeling senior management do not 
appreciate the importance of support 
for students.

“What we don’t have at this institu-
tion is a teaching and learning cham-
pion. It’s not seen as important, which 
is why what happened to the SLDC 
happened,” another staff member told 
me. “Other institutions are adding 
more. It feels like we don’t have that 
kind of support at senior level.”

For the last few years Lancaster has 
been building up links with overseas 
institutions and encouraging interna-
tional students to study here or partici-
pate in exchange programmes. Indeed, 
the international agenda is one of the 
seven areas for development identi-
fi ed in the University strategic Plan 
2009-2015. Much of the sLDC’s work 
was with international students, help-
ing them integrate into life and study 
in Britain. taking it away from them 
takes away a vital support structure.

As one person I questioned said to 
me: there’s no point buying an expen-
sive car and having no money for any 
petrol.

What’s the worst thing about it all? 
I asked.

“The sense of not being understood. 
People are making decisions based on 
criteria that are alien to the work I do. 
They don’t know what they’re doing, 
they don’t know the signifi cance of 
what it is that they’re losing. Or if they 
do know, they seem not to care.”

The University needs to open its ears

The University has to 
start listening to the 
staff who know best

Analysis
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Every single person 
involved with central 
provision of support 
that I have spoken 
to has been worried 
about the effects of 
removing it. Some of 
the Faculty staff are 
worried.  A working 
group set up to fi nd 
ways of saving money, 
recommended some 
central provision 
remain.

The slippery slope to 
private security fi rms 
on campus

A satirical view of just what lies on 
the other side of the looking glass

The Mirror hears that the Uni-
versity is now seeking to hire 
a bunch of bouncers, sorry, we 

mean a security fi rm to undertake 
the clamping on campus. This tender 
has been taken up we understand 
by a local fi rm, who were recently 
applauded in the TV series Dragons 
Den. Again it is rumoured that those 
running Security are quite taken with 
this team who controls 90% of the 
bouncing, sorry, security in Lancaster 
town centre. Does this mean that the 
powers that be wish to see both por-
tering and security eventually taken 
over by these kinds of fi rms? Will 
we eventually see the likes of secu-
rity fi rms wandering our campus, 
black bomber jackets and polished 
heads to boot? What has been a wor-
rying development is that we hear 
those patrolling on the clamping have 
had the word ‘security’ clearly printed 
across their jackets, when in fact they 
are not the security professionals that 
work in the reception offi ce. 

Of course with an audit recently 
gone in on the future operation of 
security and portering, there is a fear 

(one that has been there for some 
years now) that these kinds of fi rms 
might soon become an everyday real-
ity.  Other universities have gone 
down a similar path with the Univer-
sity of Wales taking on Carlisle Secu-
rity in 2008 supporting existing staff. 
one or two of these security fi rms have 
been set up by ex-students and may 
seem attractive to those institutions 
that wish to save money and deregu-
late their normal services, with minor 
duties being the fi rst notch in a slip-
pery slope to full private control.  Of 
course this brings into context not just 
the issue of safety, but of approacha-
bility. Who would you rather approach 
over a problem or in a time of need? 
An experienced, friendly and vetted by 
the university porter/security offi cer, 
or a temporary, interchangeable, pri-
vately vetted  bouncer? 

Such a move to privatise the secu-
rity sector on campus would send a 
very negative and worrying message 
to prospective students (and their 
parents), especially as Lancaster is 
desperately trying to reach the lofty 
heights of Oxbridgedom in the league 
tables; such antics would possibly 
back fi re. oxford and Cambridge have 
porters, I believe, not gorillas, I mean 
bouncers, oh bugger: private security.

Such a move to privatise 
the security sector on 
campus would send a very 
negative and worrying 
message to prospective 
students
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Third years to be given at 
second chance at exams
Emma ashley

thIrD yeAr stUDeNts look set to 
able to resit their fi nal exams if they 
fail, allowing them the chance to gain a 
degree at the pass mark. Sitting exams 
again will mean students will receive 
their degree a year later than if they 
had passed the fi rst time.

“the issue was fi rst raised last 
term with new Undergrad Registra-
tion coming through which will mean 
a lot of changes including the way 
papers are marked, Academic Council 
also decided it was interested in resits” 
said, Robin Hughes, Lancaster Uni-
versity students’ Union vice President 
(Academic).

Some students were concerned that 
resits meant you could retake to boost 
up your grade therefore revising dis-
proportionately  for one module and 
ignoring others on the basis of plan-
ning a resit. however this was just 
speculation; “you can’t resit to get a 
higher grade,” hughes clarifi ed.

Speaking to third year students 
their opinion on the change is gener-
ally positive.  “If you’ve done well in 
coursework and modules but messed 
up in the exam then it is justifi ed; but 
if you haven’t turned up for lectures 

and have bad attendance you shouldn’t 
be allowed to re-sit” argued sarah 
Bordon, a third year english Language 
student.

Talking to students about the issue, 
this same points was raised frequently; 
that re-sits in principal were a good 
opportunity for those who have pan-
icked in exams but over-all had a very 
good academic year. “How is it any 
different to resitting fi rst or second 
years?” Bordon asked.

As for when the resists would be 
held Hughes said, “We’re looking to 
have them happen about the same time 
as second year resits.”

An interesting point that was raised 
was the matter of cost.  “Assuming 
you have to pay for it it’s not entirely 
fair on those who rely on government 
grants whereas others may easily be 
able to afford it,” said tom Graham, 
a third year student.  On the pros of 
having resits Graham added: “If you 
had a death in the family that dis-
tracted you from your revision and 
exam then it would be a good chance 
to have another go as they don’t always 
exclude you from exams.”

It is still unclear as to whether there 
will be a cost for resits or not. It is how-
ever under discussion.

this proposal is just one of many 
being discussed as part of the new Uni-
versity Registry, which will mean many 
changes over the coming year.  The 
proposal will be bought to Senate, the 
University’s chief academic governing 
body, later on this term.  “I can’t see it 
not being passed,” hughes said.

If third year resits do become pos-
sible they will be implemented for both 
fi rst years and students undertaking 
part two studies in 2011 alike.
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Lectures bring fees 
to the foreground

luka Vujicic

AN AUtoNoMoUs GroUP of post-
graduate students and teaching assis-
tants will be running a series of lec-
tures during the Michaelmas and 
Lent terms aimed to provide a greater 
debate on the issue of government cuts 
to higher education.

the subject of the lectures is ‘the 
University in Crisis?’, and will call 
upon the verdicts from top academics 
on the fi nancial issues that face Lan-
caster University. The recent govern-
ment cuts on education will be on the 
lectures’ main agenda, a policy which 
has resulted in the recent closures 
of certain university departments 
around the UK. Chris Witter, the cre-
ator of The University in Crisis? Face-
book page, mentions closures such as 
the Middlesex University Philosophy 
Department as the demonstration of 
a “’business-like’ mentality over intel-
lectual judgement and integrity... dis-
continued for undisclosed ‘fi nancial’ 
reasons.”

Unlike the student protests of 
November last year led by LUsU Pres-
ident Michael Payne - which opposed 
the proposal of a great increase of tui-
tion fees - the movement isn’t organ-
ised by any offi cial student body.

Witter has outlined that “the reason 
we’re running the lectures is to pro-
voke greater debate on campus about 
the problems faced by Higher Educa-
tion at the moment, and to begin to 
work towards answering the question: 
what is to be done?”

More specifi c issues which the lec-
tures will address include those of stu-
dents paying more for less; increasing 
pressure on staff for teaching, research 
and administrative duties; and greater 

responsibilities faced by postgradu-
ate teaching assistants who, as Witter 
wrote in his sCAN comment article, 
remain “grossly unpaid” and “unlikely 
to fi nd full-time lectureships”.

“Meanwhile, students fi nd them-
selves attacked from above as the 
weakest link in the chain: while the 
little education they receive becomes 
steadily more meagre and increasingly 
worthless, their Vice-Chancellor is eve-
ryday courting the Government and 
media with speeches suggesting that 
tuition fees of more than £7,000 a year 
are acceptable,” continued Witter.

He further outlines the group’s goal 
through the upcoming lectures as a 
way “to make links between the prob-
lems of Lancaster students and staff 
and the problems encountered by 
other students and academics nation-
ally and internationally. Messages of 
solidarity, links, advice, communica-
tion, collaboration, invites and debate 
are more than welcome.”

Bob Jessop, Maurine McNeil and 
Laurence Hemming are among the 
confi rmed speakers. the lectures will 
continue with group discussions, an 
opportunity for students to express 
their views on the current fi scal/edu-
cational struggle which they fi nd them-
selves at the forefront of.

With additional meetings being 
held, along with further sCAN com-
ment pieces, ‘The University in Crisis?’ 
is a movement that offers participation 
in a number of mediums, as well as 
focusing on a dilemma which will per-
meate students’ lives even after their 
university graduation.

Anyone who is interested in keep-
ing updated on ‘The University in 
Crisis?’ can do so on the movement’s 
Facebook group page.

The Chancellor’s Spending Review is set to have a massive impact on universities  
Photo: The Prime Minister’s Offi ce
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Dragons in LUMs
LUsU INvoLve hAve organised for 
reputable company FGH Security to 
give a talk for the Entrepreneurs Soci-
ety. the talk will take place in the Man-
agement School on Tuesday, week 3 
at 6pm. The security company who 
deal with electronic, manned and car 
park security were winners on popu-
lar BBC2 television programme, Drag-
ons’ Den. 

Renowned ‘Dragon’ and business-
man Peter Jones, known for his inter-
ests within the telecommunications, 
television, media and property sectors,  

described the company as “the best 
pitch he had ever heard in the ‘Den’”. 
the Director of FGh security, Peter 
harrison who studied Management 
Science at Lancaster, will be conduct-
ing a presentation about his life, busi-
ness and Dragons’ Den experience. He 
will also be answering questions posed 
by students. 

LUSU Involve have asked that stu-
dents book online in order to gain a 
place at the talk, by visiting 

h t t p : / / i n v o l v e . l u s u . c o . u k /
enterprise/.
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oN NoveMBer 25 Santa’s Dash 
will be taking place in Lancaster city 
centre.  The race takes place in order 
to raise money for the local charity 
CancerCare, a charity that offers free 
care to over 1500 people in the local 
area. CancerCare is dedicated to pro-

viding free of charge, supportive care 
people in Lancaster each year who are 
facing cancer, whether as patients, 
carers or family members.

The dash will set off at 6pm, and 
has been assigned specifically to this 
date, to coincide with the lighting 
of the tree in Market square. tthe 
short, flat route from salt Ayre sports 

Centre, along the traffic-free river-
side path into the city is suitable for 
all ages and abilities and is fully acces-
sible for wheelchairs and pushchairs 
so anyone who cares to don a Santa 
suit.

To register for the Santa Dash and 
Reindeer run, log on to www.thesan-
tadash.org.uk.

Award winning human rights campaign to 
hold this years’ Peace Lecture

the MANAGeMeNt sChooL will 
be hosting a number of public lectures 
by international academics in the 
second week of term. on Monday Pro-
fessor Alison Mountz held a lecture on 
‘ontologies of exclusion: Islands as 
detention archipelago’. 

In addition, on Thursday Week 
Two, award winning human rights 
campaigner Professor Linda Brisk-
man from Curtin University, Aus-
tralia will be conducting a lecture in 
Franklin lecture theatre in the Fara-
day building. 

The lecture will be taking place 
between 6-7:30pm. Prof. Briskman 
will be delivering this year’s 2010 
richardson Institute Annual Peace 
Lecture, having gained a distinguished 
career researching asylum seekers, 
refugees and aboriginal rights.  

The lecture is set up annually by 
the Richardson Institute, part of the 
Politics, Philosophy and religious 
Studies department at Lancaster, and 
aims to highlight the important theme 
in peace and conflict studies. the lec-
ture is free and all are welcome. 

THE STUDEnTS’ UnIOn is plan-
ning a series of events aimed at devel-
oping links with international students 
on campus. It is hoping to promote 
more communication between home 
and international students and the Stu-
dents’ Union. 

the first upcoming event is an even-
ing called hollywood to Bollywood, a 
movie themed evening with film sound-
tracks and that opportunity to dress as 
film characters.  the evening is being 
held on Friday, november 12 at Fylde 
bar. 

The second event is Language 
exchange, a project aimed at encour-
aging sharing customs and language 

with international students while learn-
ing about their international roots.  It is 
being organised so that students from 
both home and away can gain commu-
nications skills.

LUSU is looking for students to vol-
unteer to help organise and run the 
events. The program is being promoted 
as an opportunity for students to gain 
skills in planning and organisation as 
well as gaining first hand proficiency 
and experience event creation, mar-
keting and promotion. Any students 
who are interested in volunteering for 
these events are encouraged to contact 
Olive Suvia email at r.su2@lancaster.
ac.uk

Students’ Union aims to develop international 
links with series of events

On dasher
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COMMENT

Browne’s review is unwelcome 
but by no means a surprise

There’s an old adage that no 
news is good news, and when 
it comes to the future of 
Higher Education this sadly 

seems to be consistently the case. The 
Browne review emerged through a 
murky swamp of rumour and suspi-
cion last week to show the world that, 
once again, the future of universities 
will rely on ever higher student contri-
butions for what this time looks to be a 
reduced, not increased, level of service.

I can hardly say I’m surprised. Lord 
Browne, appointed to conduct an inde-
pendent review, has clearly caved to 
two dominating factors. The mood of 
the current government to cut thick 
and fast in order to accelerate deficit 
reduction is evident in every page of 
the Review, despite it being commis-
sioned under the previous adminis-
tration. If the recommendations pro-
posed are implemented, government 
funding will be slashed by as much 
as 80%, with support for the arts and 
humanities dropped altogether. Only 
so-called priority subjects, such as sci-
ence and engineering, will continue to 
receive a tax-funded grant and even 
they will see a hefty cut. Secondly, 
Browne has relied heavily on the opin-
ions and reports of Vice Chancellors 
over the heads of other interest groups 
and third parties. The graduate tax, 
proposed by the national Union of 
Students and backed by new Labour 
leader ed Miliband, is ruled out com-
pletely based on invented statistics 
and student views are dismissed out 
of hand.

the result: fees to rise to an aver-
age of £7,000 or more a year and a 
real rate interest of roughly 2.5% to be 
introduced on loans- and yes, that’s 
our loans too. Don’t think that start-
ing university before the Review will 
be enough to help you escape this 
latest attempt to raid students’ bank 
accounts to plug the gap left by gov-
ernment withdrawal from the sector. 
Last time fees rose in 2006, many cur-
rent students sat back smugly on their 
laurels, content that they at least had 
escaped the latest bout of fees; I sus-
pect this mentality will be different 
now that all students fail to escape this 
latest rise.

But the hardest pill to swal-
low will be this: despite fees increas-

ing by 200%, we and future students 
can expect to get nothing extra for 
our money. Rather than being able 
to expect improved quality of teach-
ing and better standards of facili-
ties, as happened after the last tui-
tion fees rise, the return for our extra 
three grand will be exactly zilch. With 
cuts to the higher education budget 
coming in at £4.2bn, our extra money 
will be required simply to maintain 
the standard which is available at pre-
sent. And whatever reports such as the 
national Student Survey may tell us, 
clearly students are not fully satisfied 
at present. Many of you will already 
be asking yourselves whether you are 
even receiving value for money at pre-
sent; with fees jumping up, I wonder 
how many of you would feel you were 
receiving a £7,000 treatment?

Whilst Browne is content to cast his 
shadow over the ‘sexy’ issue of under-
graduate funding, postgraduate stu-
dents, and Masters students in particu-

lar, have received short shrift. Browne 
cleverly ducks the issue of research 
funding altogether by suggesting it is 
outside the scope of his Review when 
clearly it is not. The Review’s title, 
Securing a Sustainable Future for 
Higher Education, hardly suggests 
that it should explore undergraduates 
exclusively. When cuts come to gov-
ernment research grants in the near 
future, the impact this will have on 
PhD courses remains unclear but I can 
only imagine it will be disastrous. 

Masters students, however, 
are given a modicum of attention, 
although the results are far from satis-
factory. Upfront costs of up to £10,000 
with no support available are backed 
by Lord Browne to continue indefi-
nitely. Evidence that poorer students 
are put off by this, and that rich stu-
dents are at an advantage, are brushed 
off by Browne who, with shocking con-
ceit, concludes that figures suggesting 
there is a much higher take up rate by 

privately educated students is simply 
because the private school mentality 
drives them on to achieve more!

It is possible I am being a little 
unfair to Browne. the review is not 
all doom and gloom. With such a wide 
scope it was almost inevitable that it 
had to confer some benefits. the deci-
sion to treat part time learners the 
same as their full time counterparts, 
with tuition fee payback deferred until 
work begins unlike the upfront fees 
currently requested is welcome. As is 
the decision to raise the pay back cap 
from £15,000 to £21,000, allowing 
those on low starting salaries a brief 
tax holiday. However, even this move 
cannot escape criticism. Increased 

interest rates mean that whilst grad-
uates can wait longer before they 
start paying, their debt will be rising 
throughout the whole period, extend-
ing the length of time they are required 
to pay back. This progressive move, 
therefore, quickly turns sour when 
placed in the wider context.

The most impact this review could 
have, however, comes in universi-
ties’ treatment of the student experi-
ence. Competing for uncapped stu-
dent numbers and ever hoping to raise 
their asking price, institutional abil-
ity to appeal to the masses will need 
to increase. However, with cuts to key 
student services already coming and 
no extra funding plugging the gap, 
Vice Chancellors will struggle to set 
their priorities and, in reality, the stu-
dent satisfaction ratings are likely to 
remain stationary or plummet as stu-
dents will expect more bang for their 
buck.

For now, this all remains as spec-
ulation. The Coalition government 
has a long road ahead and, with Lib-
eral Democrats pledged to oppos-
ing any rise in tuition fees, the road is 
likely to be a rocky one. I, along with 
many students, will be avidly watch-
ing and hopefully shaping develop-
ments over the next few weeks as the 
drama unfolds and I urge you all to do 
the same.

Lord Browne’’s review will affect both new students and current students

Robbie
Pickles
 LUSU President

I don’t have a 
problem with David 
Cameron’s policies 
but with his shiny 
red face.

Lucy Searles

It may sound shallow, but every-
thing that is wrong with the Con-
servative Party is represented in 

David Cameron’s face. Putting aside 
and ignoring for now the policies, the 
broken promises and the manifes-
tos, I find myself disliking the Con-
servative Party more than the power 
hungry Liberals and the increasingly 
right wing Labour Party purely for 
the reason that their leader, David 
Cameron, physically disgusts me.

I haven’t been able to fully put my 
finger on the reason either, for my 
utter revolution I experience when 
his face is forced upon me several 
times a day by the wonderful British 
media. One possibility could be that 
during the election campaign that 
airbrushed, shiny face was plastered 
everywhere, all over the television, 
all over the town: not one of us could 
get away from that smug and frankly 
quite scary portrait no matter where 
we went. 

And now he is Prime Minister 
it’s even worse, and his face is look-
ing increasingly smugger day by 
day. It’s barely human now, particu-
larly when he’s trying to fake sincer-
ity as he meets single mums and the 
unemployed masses living on coun-
cil estates across the country and pre-
tends to care about their problems.

In interviews and in speeches 
he comes off as being slimy as well, 
like if he weren’t in the public eye he 
would be cheating on his wife and 
hanging out in seedy clubs and bars.

To some people of course the 
youthfulness of David Cameron was 
a huge pull in electing him as Prime 
Minister. someone new, someone 
hip but for me that slight schoolboy 
chubbiness to the cheeks just reminds 
you that he was a posh public school 
boy born with a silver spoon in his 
mouth.

The main issue isn’t even that 
he is posh and that he oozes money 
from every pore of his body. There 
are plenty of other people that do 
that and I don’t have a problem with 
them. Nick Clegg after all is just as 
posh and almost as airbrushed, yet 
I don’t feel the same intense disgust 
for him as I feel when I see Cam-
eron simpering over his wife on the 
television. Its simply that he tries to 
hard to pretend that he is actually a 
normal person just like the rest of us, 
that he’s cool and that he likes all the 
same things as we do. He’s down with 
kids. He’s hugging hoodies all over 
the country. It’s enough to want to 
make you throw up all over his Marks 
and spencer suit. But of course, you 
should never judge a book by its 
cover. Unless the cover of that book 
reads: “I’m a massive twat”.

Although there are a smattering of good points in the 
Higher Education review, the bad far outweighs the good

‘Rather than being able 
to expect improved 
quality of teaching and 
better standards of 
facilities, as happened 
after the last tuition 
fees rise, the return for 
our extra three grand 
will be exactly zilch.’
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COMMENT

Back in 1997 when the Labour 
party came to power their 
message was clear; Educa-
tion, education, education. 

With this in mind the government set 
the target that 50% of people under 30 
should be in some form of higher edu-
cation by 2007. But after the recent 
scramble for university places which 
has left thousands of applicants with-
out a university place isn’t it time we 
began thinking about the value of 
going to university rather than just 
seeing it as the next step in life?

This year saw applications for uni-
versity places increase yet again to 
a record breaking 660,000. Many 
though have been left in the dark 
having to rely on the stomach churn-
ing clearing process to gain a place in 
higher education. After dealing with 
the initial disappointment of not get-
ting into their chosen university, stu-
dents are forced to make split second 
decisions. Unable to think straight, 
individuals know that if they don’t 
make a decision quickly then they, 
rather than embarking student life, 
may have to spend another year at 
home.

In this frame of mind many clear-
ing students are finding themselves at 
less desirable universities and with-
out accommodation because they are 
so desperate to leave home. Students 

are sacrificing the quality and loca-
tion of an academic institution for the 
impulsive desire of being swept up in 
the whirlwind of drinking, partying 
and the freedom that comes with uni-
versity life.

Is this really what university is 
about? young people should go to uni-
versity to better themselves or because 
they want to continue their educa-
tion, not to spend three years getting 
smashed.

There needs to be more options. 
University should not be the only 
option thrust upon students who have 
worked hard to gain A Levels or diplo-
mas. While more vocational options 
are being explored by the government 
and future employers not enough of 
this initiative is being translated back 
to students.

For so many people university is 
not the right place. Not everyone fits 
into the same neat little box. Indi-
viduals are individual and need to be 
treated thus.

Even so young people are under 
pressure from their family or school to 
move onto university, or they simply 
don’t know what their next step should 
be. They are directed into the umbrella 
of higher education as a beacon that 
will lead them into a successful career.

From my experiences in sixth form 
if you were planning on going to uni-

versity then great. Teachers would look 
over your personal statements, trips 
would be arranged to various different 
universities and finance evenings were 
put on for your parents.

However, for those who were 
choosing other routes the school was 
useless. I saw friends who were plan-
ning to do art foundation courses 
struggle to compile their portfolio and 
prepare for interviews without any 
support. Options of entrepreneurship, 
learning on the jobs and going travel-
ling were never discussed.

It is not always recognised that 

for some learning alongside full time 
work is a quicker and more financially 
viable option. University is a long term 
investment, but in the tough economic 
climate having one foot on the ladder 
by working your way up through a 
company can be just as beneficial.

With the surge in applications and 
an increasing number of undergradu-
ates degrees are becoming underval-
ued. They are seen as common cur-
rency rather than the prestigious 
documents they once were.

Ex-polytechnics who offer courses 
in Knitwear or Wine Studies seem to 
be giving out degrees where in the 
past such studies would be consid-
ered under a more vocational branch. 
Should we not return to the system 
where degrees are awarded for aca-
demic achievements only and regain 
their value, rather than been seen as 
something that everyone can achieve?

Degrees are meant to make you 
stand out and be noticed, not become 
part of the collective.the idea of 50% 
of under 30s going to into higher edu-
cation seems absurd.

Is there a point in having a quali-
fication that is achievable by so many 
that it no longer stands out? A degree 
should work for you in the same way 
that you work for your degree. It 
should not leave thousands of gradu-
ates unemployed.

Are there 
too many 
undergrads?
Jen Day

Undergrad degrees are 
fast becoming common 
currency, not the 
prestigious documents 
they once were

An idol, a role model, a 
hero to many. Footballers 
have undoubtedly shocked 
many of us recently follow-

ing various publications of their pri-
vate lives which the media have been 
only too happy to exploit. In recent 
years scandal has somewhat over-
taken the symbol of Premiere League 
footballers, recent casualties of course 
being John terry, Peter Crouch and 
of course Wayne rooney. For the first 
of these three, when his affair with 
his own teammates ex-girlfriend was 
broadcast, just under a week later 
Fabio Capello decided to demote Terry 
from his role as Captain of the England 
team. But is this right? should one’s 
personal life, albeit morally questiona-
ble, affect his professional career? Well 
when you’re being paid such ridiculous 
sums of money, and are being heralded 
gods by many, I think one cannot be 
looked at without the other. 

The role of the footballer within 
society has transformed over the past 
decades. Long gone are the days where 
the sport was played as a passion, a 
calling. The player was proud and 
honoured to play the beautiful game, 
a sport adored so much by so many. 
These days the game itself is merely a 
small fragment of the football career. 
Celebrities in their own right, play-
ers are now propelled into the public 
domain. Money is, in my opinion, 
ludicrously proportioned to football-
ers in today’s society, being itself more 
appealing than playing the game itself. 
no longer are people wishing to play 
the game they love for the sport itself, 
they are now looking for the fame and 
fortune that goes hand-in-hand with 
the career. 

My greatest hate about this though 

is that everywhere across the country 
there are children and fans that look 
to these players with admiration. They 
are idols, resting on the bedroom walls 
of school boys all across the coun-
try, coming to life via a game of Fifa 
among friends, argued about in the 
playground and in pubs, their honour 
defended by children who quite frankly 
are too young and innocent to under-
stand the difference between what a 

player does on the pitch to what the  
does behind closed doors. Would they 
really be so proud then, if it was their 
own father who was acting in such self-
ish and deceitful ways?

 If your local plumber was 
embroiled within some of the scandal-
ous affairs that are rife between some 
of the high profile football players, if 
he paid someone else thousands of 
pounds for sex ignoring his pregnant 

wife, to be honest, you wouldn’t really 
care as long as he got the job done. 
This cannot be the case for this career 
though.

As I’ve debated, John terry, as 
Captain of the England Team, was at 
the heart of Britain’s flagship football 
team. Upon the decision to demote 
terry the sports Minister Gerry sut-
cliffe discussed the wider implications 
of the Captain’s role, saying “On the 
field John terry is a fantastic player 
and a good england captain. But to be 
the captain of England you have got 
to have wider responsibilities for the 
country”. this is the strength of my 
argument. 

But how Bridges could be expected 
to continue to be lead by Terry follow-
ing the growing allegations is ques-
tionable. even though I find it extreme 
to remove Terry’s captaincy and do 
not wholly agree with it, I understand 
completely that something had to be 
done. Although seemingly extreme, an 
England Captain can never get off as 
lightly as our local plumber. 

Pride and honour are qualities 
most of us would be overwhelmed 
to receive on a day-to-day basis, yet 
most of us never grasp how it feels to 
be looked on as such. yet the Wayne 
Rooney’s and John Terry’s of this 
world are ordained with these gifts for 
simply playing a game that they love, 
yet ignoring the fact that they are at 
the heart of many people’s passions 
all across the country. Maybe if they 
came to appreciate fully the honour 
they have undeservedly been granted 
across the country they would be more 
grateful for their positions, and maybe 
the countless schoolyard debates up 
and down the country will not be 
meaningless. 

Footballers are at the heart of many people’s passions 
so why do they insist on disgracing the beautiful game?

The likes of Rooney 
and Terry have to 
understand the 
responsibility that 
comes with being 
adored. 

Children idolise footballers, but is it earned? (Photo: Ray Flickrmember)

Will
McDonagh
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COMMENT

Chris
Witter In this deeply conservative 

moment, it appears the nation 
has divided itself into two camps 
around the issue of austerity: 

those who demand deep and decisive 
cuts, and those who demand modera-
tion and protection for the poor. Both 
camps employ a discourse of fairness, 
responsibility, and restraint. But, as 
we have seen with the ConDem cuts 
to welfare, fairness means different 
things in different hands. Some would 
suggest that it is fair to reduce wel-
fare so that “it’s always worth going 
to work”. very few suggest the glar-
ingly obvious: that it would be more 
fair to raise wages. At present, cer-
tain options have been deliberately 
excluded: to suggest our artificially low 
wages should be raised is to question 
neoliberal economic orthodoxy, and to 
go against the grain of austerity’s logic. 
What is overwhelming at the moment, 
what makes it so oppressive, is that the 
logic of austerity is parroted by every 
mouth.

A generalisation, you might think. 
Turn on the television or the radio – 
read a newspaper. Read the emails 
circulated around your department, 
with joking (and not-so-joking) refer-
ences to the need to cutback on spend-
ing in this age of austerity. The role of 
the BBC (and other media) in produc-
ing and reproducing ideology becomes 
clear when we note the way that the 
need for austerity is presumed, has 
become an unquestioned fact. To 
quote the slogans of David Cameron: 
all that is left to us is to choose where 
to make those cuts. Labour says here; 
the Tories say there; the Liberal Demo-
crats sit in the middle and lie through 
their teeth. Essentially, there is no dif-
ference between them.

What becomes clear is that, if the 
only choice we have is where cuts 

will be made, universities will not 
escape cuts unscathed. In fact, they 
will not escape without being brutally 
mauled (who doesn’t tremble at news 
of former BP chief executive, Lord 
Browne’s report?). If we accept the 
logic of austerity we doom ourselves.

Around the country many are find-
ing themselves made redundant, or 
unable to pay their rent, or their mort-
gages. Pensions, benefits, working 
loads and hours are everywhere being 
manipulated to favour business under 
the cover of austerity. In this con-

text no amount of whinging (for this 
is how it is seen) about the problems 
of higher education will register - par-
ticularly if our rationale is that educa-
tion is valuable in itself, or that educa-
tion must remain open to all. For we 
must face the fact that, under the cur-
rent system, education is not open to 
all. There is no doubt that higher edu-
cation has remained a privilege. More-
over, there is a contradiction many 
refuse to acknowledge: we (especially 
in the arts and social sciences) con-
tinue to defend the worth of education 

it itself, and yet we have accepted into 
our midst an increased instrumental-
ity and increased bureaucracy. Indeed, 
the romantic notion of education being 

worthwhile in itself has become worse 
than a shallow lie: it has become an 
apology for the status quo in the face 
of a system where nothing may be con-
ceived any more which does not cheer-
fully include instructions as to who its 
beneficiaries are.

We should not be satisfied, then, 
with either camp. When our union 
leaders call for more moderate cuts 
and a graduate tax their calls ring false, 
for, on the one hand, it is clear that we 
cannot accept the logic of austerity and 
expect that the beleaguered lower and 
middle classes will fund our privilege. 
On the other, because its is utterly 
defeatist to accept the inequities of our 
current system

Fortunately, another course 
becomes clear: reject austerity and the 
status quo. If we step outside the box 
of neoliberal orthodoxy, we immedi-
ately see that the two are not mutu-
ally exclusive but in fact complimen-
tary. For the project of building a more 
equitable and egalitarian society could 
very well also prove to be a solution to 
the problem of the debt crisis and of 
capitalism itself. It is with this under-
standing that we must reach beyond 
the university, beyond the partial 
cause, and establish solidarity between 
all those who struggle against the bru-
tally irrational ideology of austerity.

In the face of  unparalleled cuts education for its 
own sake is no longer a justification, it’s an excuse

In the second of his 
series on the crisis in 
Higher Education, 
Chris Witter questions 
the logic of austerity

What price are we willing to put on an education?

‘What becomes clear is 
that, if the only choice we 
have is where cuts will be 
made, universities will 
not escape without being 
brutally mauled’

Emily
Robertson
 Comment Editor

Outraged is probably the only 
word that could be used to 
describe my current state of 

mind. The only word to describe my 
current state of mind as I discover that 
not only does the government wish to 
bump up our tuition fees to a colos-
sal £10,000 a year but that they are 
also simultaneously cutting funding to 
the faculty I care most dearly about, 
humanities.

I am an English Literature 
student who also studied History 
and Philosophy in my first year, so 
my whole academic life has been 
fully submerged in the humanities 
department. Are the government now 
saying that everything that I learnt, 
all the work I put in was pointless; the 
lectures and tutors I was taught by 
and respected are of no worth to our 
country as a whole? How demoralising 
and frankly offensive to not only me 
but also a large majority of students in 
the UK. 

Cuts need to be made somewhere 

and the government find it all too easy 
to pick on the arts. Arts and humanities 
aren’t crucial to day-to-day survival 
in the same way that a roof over our 
heads and food on the table is. The 
government’s argument is that those 
who study maths or science based 
subjects are more employable in the 
current climate and give more back to 
the country and its economy.

However I say that the humanities, 
besides being a vital element of 
our culture, also gives students 
of the subject the key skills which 
they can then apply to scientific or 
business industries. Although your 
vast knowledge of Shakespeare’s 
sonnets will never be applicable to 
anything more that looking clever 
at a dinner party or for winning the 
pub quiz, the way in which you were 
taught to analyse, break down and 
research the poem and poet can be 
taken and applied to any industry 
or subject matter. In a recent debate 
Lord Mandelson almost mirrored 

my words saying that he “would be 
very disappointed if people saw it 
in that way. There is public value in 
every subject and academic discipline 
provided by universities. They are there 
to provide us with both civilization and 
competitiveness. So I ask why, when 
many people are opposed to the cuts, 
are humanities being targeted and not 
the sciences? I thought the cuts were 
supposed to be fair, but as far as I can 
see creating 10% more places in the 
science and math departments and 
then proposing £600m worth of cuts to 
be made before 2013 in humanities, it 
is completely the opposite. The future 
is not looking bright for our culture.

Cuts have already began in some 
universities, such as the 35% cut to 
funding for the University of Arts in 
London and outside of university cuts 
have devastated the world of British 
cinema with many predicting that the 
independent British film industry will 
be dead or nearly none existent within 
a few short years.

I am not alone in thinking this, 
I’m sure students across the country 
are outraged. Many have already 
protested against the cuts and closures 
within their departments. Fighting 
on the same team are numerous 
arts institutions and academics 
nationwide, a number of them 
wrote a letter opposing the cuts that 
was subsequently published in the 
Observer. They stress the importance 
of humanities as a key aspect of British 
life, our intellectual history and the 
impression of Britain given to the 
rest of the world. “Even in narrow 
economic terms it must be wrong to 
neglect the importance of the creative 
economy and the importance of a rich 
and vibrant museums, galleries and 
cultural sector for tourism.” these 
are the words of those in the know, 
the experts in their field, so why is the 
government ignoring their suggestion 
that major cuts to humanities funding 
could seriously damaging the county, 
our culture and our history?

How the Conservatives are killing our culture

Cuts to humanities 
will damage British 
heritage, not just 
students

The Crisis in Higher Education
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Letters to the 
Editor
Send your letters to scan@lancaster.ac.uk with you name and college (even if 
you want your letter printed anonymously). SCAN reserves the right to edit 
your letters for publication. 

Sorry to start the new term on a 
whine, but I have a suggestion to 
make to the Freshers’ Reps. This 
week is designed to welcome new 
students, to let them have fun and 
learn where everything is- fi ne. But 
I don’t see why there is a double 
standard at work here. In the same 
day that many freshers will read 
their welcome booklet instructing 
them to keep quiet after 11pm, they 
are led through campus AFter this 
time, through residential zones, 
shouting, singing, whistling and so 
on. Fair play - it’s all honest fun - 
but how can we expect people to 
conform to the study rules when 
they’ve been shown in their fi rst 
hours exactly how to break them?
Sincerely, 
Grumpy: the seventh grinch. 

I was reading the article on the 
Student Learning Development 
Centre cuts/shake up, and have 
recently noticed the removal of the 

THE FACT THAT Lord Browne’s review was going to recommend a rise in tuition 
fees  has been one of the worst kept secrets in politics. The ill-fated graduate tax was 
a nice idea, but it was doomed from the start. The BBC ran it as a student tax, com-
pletely missing the point and losing the public. The Government was quite simply 
never going to buy into it.

And so we arrived at the point last tuesday when, instead of a tax funded system which would 
have brought higher education back into the public realm, we face a free market. Without waving 
the red fl ag too much, if things continue as they are now it cannot be a good thing. 

the fi rst rule of a market economy is competition: if you provide a better service than your 
competitor at a better price then you are almost guaranteed to succeed. If you provide a lesser ser-
vice for a higher cost then you are in trouble. Across the country, if Browne’s recommendations 
are taken up, we will see universities like Oxbridge charging high prices but for a degree which is 
worth its weight in gold. Universities like Cumbria will either fail outright, or start to fi ll the Pri-
mark/ryan Air role: affordable but not where you would choose to shop if you had the choice. 

Where then does this leave universities like Lancaster? Slightly above the high street rate, but 
no Armani by any means. our university is going to have to think long and hard about where it 
wants to position itself on the fees scale, and what service it is going to provide for however much 
money students will be coughing up every year. We may be a top ten university, but that recogni-
tion hasn’t translated to the mainstream yet. And a top ten spot is very reliant upon student sat-
isfaction, something which will be harder to come by if students feel they are paying more and 
getting less. In terms of teaching this may be relatively out of the University’s hands: cuts to the 
higher education budget by the government will affect Lancaster. But there are other simple things 
which, if student are to become just well read customers, they should be able to expect. 

A consistent level of service is one. If two students are paying the same amount, but one has ten 
more teaching hours a week than the other, than the student getting less for the money is allowed 
to feel aggrieved. Customer support is another: for the amounts proposed students will expect 
more than just lectures and seminars. they will expect extra academic and patrol support, and at 
times that suit them, not the service provider. A higher level of customer respect will also be neces-
sary. If a Virgin trains customer misses their train, having piad for their ticket, that is their choice. 
If a Lancaster University customer misses their seminar, having paid their fee for it, that is also 
their choice, and they won’t take kindly to their service provider disciplining them for it. 

Customers are very different to students and universities need to learn that, fast. 

Friday, October 1, 2010

Where’s the customer service? Send your letters to scan@lancaster.ac.uk with you name and college (even if 

counselling service from Furness to 
University House. What was once a 
private service
where many counsellors were 
available and working each day 
is now a hectic mess of a service 
shoe-horned into the glass box 
of the Hub. I’m not necessarily 
saying mental illness should be 
swept under the rug, but at least a 
minimum level of confi dentiality 
and dignity should be allowed.

If you do want counselling this 
year, expect to sign-in in a crowded 
and disorganised hubbub of staff 
and students, sit in an exposed 
waiting room and then get frog-
marched around University House, 
past the queues for the cashiers 
before fi nally you get afforded some 
privacy. We might aswell issue 
these poor students with t-shirts 
proclaiming “mentally ill person, 
coming through”.
Mr. Chris P.

on behalf on the 520 Lonsdale 
wreshers who joined our University 

a fortnight ago, and the thousands 
of other freshers who are now 
settling into Lancaster University, 
may I thank every single Kitchen/
Fresher Rep who did such a superb 
job over a long and diffi cult week. 
In the last edition of sCAN, it was 
suggested that Kitchen Reps are 
CV hunters and irresponsible. I 
couldn’t disagree more, and neither 
could the SCR of Lonsdale, who 
commented on what a superb group 
of Kitchen Reps they were this year. 
Reps are essential to Freshers’ Week 
and they will be for a very long time 
to come.
Matthew Power
Lonsdale Co-President

Collect a WRISTBAND from each 
college bar and get £1 OFF entry to 
the sugarhouse with each one!*

*Terms & Conditions apply

furyF R I D A Y

WK2

THIS EVENT IS IN SUPPORT OF LUSU

want to be on 
this advert?

just tell us why it should be you!
(big points for bi-lingual/educational/proper cute entries & for pure comedy genius)

email: k.parsons@lancaster.ac.uk

Noisy freshers

Counselling chaos

 • The name Sylvia Eddie 
should have read Sylvia 
Brennan. (‘Nurse Unit closure’, 
October 2, page 6).
SCAN’s policy is to correct 
signifi cant errors as soon as 
possible. Please contact the 
Editor with the date, page or 
weblink.

Corrections

Reps were superb
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WEDNESDAY
Purple Wednesday is back, 
bigger and better than ever!
With fi rebreathers, stilt walkers and dance acts alongside a range of fantastic, 
exclusive discounts – Lancaster will be awash with a sea of Purple!

• Buy one get one free offers
• Amazing competition prizes (yes, another 42” TV is available to be won!)
• Exclusive discounts
• FREE buses into town from 10am – 2pm
• FREE buses back from town between 1pm and 5pm

Want to be on Match of the Day? Be in Market Square (outside HMV and the 
museum) at 2pm, kazoos will be provided…. Get Involved!

Are you Purple yet? Don’t worry, if you haven’t got your Purple card yet it’s not too 
late! Simply go to lusu.co.uk/purple to get yours!
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SPORTS

We must never 
be scared of 
success, and 
we will achieve 
a lot
Marc Handley 
LUSU Vice President (Sports)

Sport Distort:  Matthew Linnett gives his alternative view on sports

Befuddled Scousers unleash distressed cry

Liverpool fans today gathered 
outside Anfield to exhibit their 
disgust over the current cir-
cumstances at the Merseyside 

club. Donning their famous red shirts, 
the Scouse faithful sung loudly to the 
assembled press and club officials: 
“What do we want? We’re not quite 
sure. When do we want it? Sometime in 
the near future, maybe?”

Sport Distort reporters were on the 
scene to get first hand reports from the 
disgruntled fans. “This is a protest with 
a very specific aim, like,” said one fan 
sporting an orange shell suit. “We’re 
fed up of how the people at the top of 
this club have sent us plummeting from 
one of the best teams in Europe to lowly 
europa League contenders,” before 

another went on to say: “I thought 
we were protesting Roy Hodgson’s 
appointment as manager? This club is 
too big for the likes of roy.” A third pro-
testor added: “I think the Pope’s views 
on contraception are wholly wrong and 
we need to stand up and oppose this 
evil tyrant.”

Liverpool players have faced a strict 
gagging order from the club. However, 
Sport Distort was able to get a brief 
comment from club captain Steven 
Gerrard as he left Melwood, the team’s 
training ground. he said: “At the end of 
the day what the fans say is at the end 
of the day so at the end of the day the 
day will have ended... like.” While ste-
ven’s words may serve as inspiration 
for many of the Liverpool faithful, it 

is thought that club chiefs may be dis-
gruntled by Gerrard’s strong comments 
on the controversial issues currently 
surrounding the club.

Liverpool has a proud history of 
having a very passionate core of unin-
telligible people who all have simi-
lar views on the same things. How-
ever, one person who deviated from 
the norm is former Everton supporter 
Jamie Carragher. We couldn’t pick 
out everything he actually said, but 
the defender did have this to say. “I’ve 
always hated this club like, the gaffers 
promote a hatred for my beloved Tof-
fees [everton, not confectionary] and 
I’m a changed man at the end of the day 
like. When I got here I listened to Bach 
and revelled in post-gothic literature, 

but now I steal hubcaps off my mum’s 
car and drive a vauxhall Astra, I’m 
really a classy footballer, but I just can’t 
bring myself to play well in this shirt. 
I hope they go into administration.” 
A spokesman from the club said that 
they expected this kind of dry ironic 
wit from Carragher who has a reputa-
tion for being “the joker in the dressing 
room and always reliable to make light 
of a bad situation.”

A verdict on the state of the club’s 
finances, hodgson’s appointment and 
the Pope’s views on contraception is 
expected to be reached by this time next 
week or the Liverpool supporters club 
plan another high turnout, low impact, 
unenthusiastic protest at Anfield. 
Alright, calm down, calm down.

the UNIversIty oF Lancas-
ter Lacrosse Club is a diverse and 
extremely fun club to be a part of. It 
consists of three teams – Women’s, 
Mixed and Men’s, all with varying 
rules so there is definitely something 
for everyone. If you’ve never heard of 
lacrosse - it’s a game played on a large 
rectangular pitch - the object of the 
game is to score goals with a rubber 
ball which is passed using a stick with 
a triangular pocket or basket at the 
end.

the basics are as follows: a lacrosse 
team has 10 players: three attack men 
(or women), three midfielders, three 
defence men (or women), and one 
goalkeeper. It looks a lot like hockey, 
but also has a lot in common with 
basketball. The offensive side of the 

game involves a lot of fast breaks and 
picks, or interceptions, and the defen-
sive side of the game can be com-
pared to football with zonal or person 
on person marking. Although this 
all sounds daunting, everyone at the 
club is massively patient and will help 
teach you the basics, which are sur-
prisingly easy to learn. 

If you are wary of the idea of con-
tact sports you can play mixed, but if 
you start feeling a little more adven-
turous you can move on the Women’s 
or Men’s which involve more complex 
rules about what you can and can’t do 
on the pitch.

Training takes place on the astro-
turf pitches and will help you master 
and polish your game skills. For 
beginners, training will help you with 
techniques needed to be good enough 
to manage in a game – these range 

from basic passing and catching to 
movement when you haven’t got the 
ball and reading play to get ahead of 
your opponent. 

The team is generally split evenly 
between people who played before 
university and people who hadn’t. 
Those who have played before are 
always willing to offer tips and advice 
so you’re constantly improving your 
game and after a few training sessions 
you will start to enjoy yourself and 
will have made new friends. To make 
all this even better, the club has been 
kitted out with brand new equipment 
this year, so there is a strong feeling 
of potential around the club this year. 
The Lacrosse club performed above 
expectations last year and is definitely 
beginning to establish itself.

The club has three teams, but the 
socials that take place usually involve 

the whole club so you will get to know 
everybody involved. This inevitably 
leads to a great team bond and you’ll 
end up supporting each other week in 
week out. 

Training this term will take place 
between 4–6pm on Tuesdays and 
Mixed training will takes place 
between 3.30–5pm on thursdays. 
The team will meet outside the sports 
centre around 10 minutes before 
training starts so everybody can 
wander down together.

The Lacrosse club are more 
than happy to answer any ques-
tions you might have on Facebook, 
or head down to a training session 
and speak to a member of the exec.  

If yoU want to bE sCan’s tEaM In 

tHE sPotlIgHt ContaCt tHE sPorts 

EdItors at sCan.sPorts@lUsU.Co.Uk

Lacrosse Club

Erin royle

Team Spotlight

From that very first day of my 
year in office, one of the main 
things to look forward to 
and work towards was Intro 

Week, and thankfully now I can say 
that Intro Week 2010 was a resound-
ing success. It was without doubt one 
of the toughest but rewarding weeks 
of work I have ever done, no one likes 
having to pull 17 hour shifts at the 
best of times but this week it was defi-
nitely worth it. One of the great things 
about Intro Week is the Freshers’ 
Fair where all clubs and societies can 
talk to some of their prospective new 
members and try to have them sign 
up to their activity whatever it may be. 
This year though, due to the extremely 
high levels of intake at the Univer-

sity, all the clubs I spoke to on the day 
informed me that their number of sign 
ups had gone through the roof. This is 
testament to the fact that the sport at 
Lancaster is beginning to excel itself 
and push through the long estab-
lished and somewhat self imposed 
limits that we have placed on it. The 
only issue with this massive level of 
interest however is making sure that 
enough people get enough playing or 
training time for their cash, and that 
is something that myself and the clubs 
execs will be working on. It is all well 
and good for the University to open 
its doors to many more people than 
usual, but it will no doubt have some-
thing to say if the facilities which our 
clubs use are being pushed to their 
very limit due to so many people 
taking part in activities.

This successful intake however 
has filtered down to the college level 
too with many teams indicating that 
they have not just a high number of 
players, but good quality ones too. I 
cannot wait to see just how the college 
leagues turn out this year, but they 
seem to be anyone’s to win, and that’s 
exactly how it should be.

We must never be scared 
of success, and this 
year I think we will 
achieve a heck of 
a lot- not just on 
a team basis, but 
as a collective. 
sport is definitely 
heading in the right 
direction, let’s just 
make sure it goes 
precisely where 
we want it to.

“All the clubs I spoke to 
on the day informed me 
that their number of sign 
ups had gone through the 
roof. This is testament to 
the fact that the sport at 
Lancaster”
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Matthew todd

FOR THE THREE major clubs in the 
region, the international break may 
well provide an unwelcome distraction 
from improving league form. Wigan, 
Preston and Blackpool were all look-
ing to have turned a corner after tricky 
fi xtures, only for the majority of their 
players to be whisked off to far-fl ung 
destinations to compete on the inter-
national stage.

Wigan look to have suffered the 
most, with several of their stars forced 
to travel huge distances during the so-
called break. Maynor Figueroa will be 
the most frequent fl ier, with his hon-
duran side travelling to Wellington to 
face new Zealand, before returning to 
Washington and a game against Gua-
temala. however, emerson Boyce can 
count himself lucky - trips to Montser-
rat and St Vincent & the Grenadines 
with the Barbados national side surely 
beat training in Wigan for the week. 
Meanwhile, manager roberto Mar-
tinez will be refl ecting on an invalua-
ble 2-0 victory over Wolves, a tie that 
will be remembered for all the wrong 
reasons after Karl Henry’s late lunge 
earned him a red card. This success, 
coupled with a battling draw against 
Birmingham and progression in the 
Carling Cup, gives Wigan the basis to 
push on and climb the table in coming 

weeks.
Another Lancashire side that hit 

form just before the international pro-
gramme was Preston. Despite occupy-
ing 20th place in the Championship, 
north End have taken seven points 
from a possible nine with an astonish-
ing 6-4 win at Elland Road providing 
the highlight. This victory was all the 
more remarkable as Darren Ferguson’s 
side were trailing 4-1 during the fi rst 
half while Leeds ran riot. The hero for 
Preston was Jon Parkin, who bagged a 
superb hat-trick.

Blackpool also provided a headline 
grabbing victory in their latest league 

game: a 2-1 victory against Liverpool, 
at Anfi eld. A penalty from captain 
Charlie Adam and a Luke varney strike 
earned the Tangerines a famous victory 
despite desperate Liverpool pressure 
in the second half. Manager Ian hollo-
way was uncharacteristically subdued 
following the fi nal whistle, no doubt 
acutely aware that Blackpool’s fate will 
be decided against other potential rel-
egation rivals, not the ‘big four’. Hol-
loway’s muted reaction was in contrast 
to his antics a week previous after the 
home defeat by Blackburn, when an 
expletive laden rant aimed at referee 
Mike Dean earned him a one game 

touchline ban. If Blackpool are to avoid 
the drop this season, they will need 
the inspirational presence of Hollo-
way pitch-side and not confi ned to the 
Bloomfi eld road stands.

The region’s lower league sides are 
also in sparkling form as their fi xtures 
continue to come thick and fast. Fleet-
wood Town continue their upward rise 
in the Blue square Premier Division 
thanks to a ten game unbeaten run. 
Three consecutive draws have slowed 
their progress slightly, but if they can 
continue to pick up points at a steady 
rate, the play-offs look to be a distinct 
possibility. Away from the league pro-
gramme, the Cod Army also have an 
FA Cup fourth qualifying round tie to 
look forward to against either Buxton 
or old rivals AFC telford. victory here 
would see the side enter the draw for 
the fi rst round proper and set up a 
potential clash with Football League 
opposition.

Lancaster City are also progress-
ing well in cup competitions, with a 
7-1 hammering of Woodley Sports 
seeing them advance in the FA trophy, 
the elite competition for non-league 
football clubs in England. They fol-
lowed up this impressive result with 
a comfortable 4-1 triumph over Ossett 
Albion on saturday and now sit eighth 
in the Evo-stick First Division north 
table.

Local clubs 
on a roll as 
international 
break 
intervenes

Regional Football

The  sun is shining on 
Deepdale again. Photo:  Flickr 

It is becoming increasingly diffi -
cult to make sense out of the com-
plex mess of a situation that the 

once unstoppable force of Liverpool 
Football Club currently fi nds itself in. 
At the time of writing, the club has 
two groups of international inves-
tors battling to buy it while the cur-
rent owners are taking the chairman 
to court for encouraging the sale, with 
a view to sacking him. On top of all of 
this, the club owes the royal Bank of 
Scotland £240 million. Understand-
ably, they are not hugely pleased by 
this, and they too are taking the cur-
rent co-owners Tom Hicks and George 
Gillett, to the High Court. If they can’t 
pay the bank back, or if the bids to 
buy the club fail, Liverpool will fall 
into administration and receive the 
customary nine point deduction that 
ensues. If you believe the League will 
make an exception, just go and have a 
chat with a Portsmouth fan.

There are so many different things 
going wrong at the club at the minute 
that it would take a whole copy of 
sCAN to talk about them.

All this might go some way to 
explain their very poor start to the 
season – their worst for 57 years. A 
team with such world class quality as 
Steven Gerrard, Fernando Torres, and 
Joe Cole should be picking up more 
than one point at home to Sunderland, 
and certainly taking something from 
Blackpool at Anfi eld. they have won 
in the league once this season – nar-
rowly against West Bromwich Albion 
back in August. that is simply not 
good enough.

But it is hard to believe that the 
instability is completely to blame. 
Some pundits and commentators have 
derided their play; the BBC’s Phil 
McNulty said recently: “Liverpool’s 
style of play has been unadventurous, 
borderline dull, and at time clueless”. 
For a team with the quality everyone 
knows it has, and a manager as inter-
nationally respected as Roy Hodgson, 
that is a damning indictment.

For all the chants of Kenny Dal-
glish’s name from the Kop, sacking 
Hodgson is not the answer. The last 
Liverpool manager to take charge 
of less than 150 games was ronnie 
Moran in 1991 – and he only fi lled the 
role as a caretaker. Quick fi re reac-
tionary sackings are not the Liver-
pool way. Hodgson is fortunate for the 
international break, and must use the 
time to ensure they get a result against 
everton in the next fi xture. At least 
that would get the Kop back on-side 
for now.

As for hicks and Gillett, they cur-
rently stand to lose around £144 mil-
lion if the sale to new England Sports 
ventures, owners of the Boston red 
Sox, goes through. I’m sure the Kop 
will fi nd it hard to sympathize, but 

this should be a lesson to both of them 
and a lesson to the legions of investors 
who think they can make a quick buck 
from the Premier League.

Liverpool will not get relegated, but 
will have a far from successful season 
where a top half fi nish will be an 
achievement. Bearing in mind when 
Hicks and Gillett arrived Liverpool 
were sitting in third place and on their 
way to a second consecutive Champi-
ons League fi nal, the whole football 
industry should take a long, hard look 
at what has happened and commit 
it to memory. Investors should not 
be able to buy a club, regardless of 
nationality, based entirely on debt.

Football clubs are somehow able 
to paradoxically turn over hundreds 
of millions of pounds while being on 
the brink of insolvency at the same 
time. This is a disgraceful situation. 
Our clubs should do battle on the foot-
ball pitch in front of us supporters, not 
in the high Court in front of Mr Jus-
tice Floyd. It is sad to see the majority 
of the media being forced to report on 
the fi scal side of the club rather than 
what is happening out on the fi eld.

All that said, I would still take Wil-
liam Hill’s 100/1 for Liverpool to 
change their name to the Liverpool 
red sox. you heard it here fi rst.

Football 
should be 
played on 
the pitch, 
not in the 
High Court

Jack smith
Sports Editor

‘If they can’t pay the 
bank back, or if the 
bids to buy the club fail, 
Liverpool will fall into 
administration and 
receive the customary 
nine point deduction 
that ensues. If you 
believe the League will 
make an exception, just 
go and have a chat with 
a Portsmouth fan.’

The Liverpool Red Sox’s go through their paces. Photo : Nicholas Macgowan
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week  sport

2 Taster session

3 Taster session

4 -

5 Dodgeball

6 Volleyball

7 Lacrosse

8 Women’s Football

9 Finals Day

Day  sport

Mon Men’s Darts & Dominos

Tue Women’s Darts

Wed Women’s Pool

Thurs Men’s Pool A & B

george wyatt fixtures

Carter shield fixtures

League tables found at sports.lusu.co.uk

All fi xtures take place Sunday, 12.45pm in 
the Sports Centre Main Hall

Students in a reasonably priced car

full coverage of college and university sport will begin in the next issue of sCan. keep up-to-date online at www.scan.lusu.co.uk

nick o’Malley
Sports Editor

LANCAster UNIversIty stU-
DEnTS James Watson, tom Mont-
gomery, and Jamie Davidson will 
travel 791 miles in 24 hours in order 
to visit all 20 Premier League grounds 
starting off at Wembley stadium and 
fi nishing up at ewood Park, the home 
of Blackburn rovers. Not only will this 
set a new record, but the trio are also 
hoping to raise approximately £7000 
for charity, with all proceeds being 
equally divided between Mencap and 
the Blackburn rovers Community 
Trust, who are set to launch disabil-
ity multi-sports sessions on Sunday 
mornings.

The nationwide tour is being sup-
ported by James’ parents, John and 
sallie Watson, the co-owners of Pres-
tige nursing East Lancashire, who 
are celebrating their fi rst year in busi-
ness at the Blackburn rovers enter-
prise Centre. The adventure starts at 
00:01am on october 27 at Wembley 
Stadium and it is hoped will be com-
pleted around 20 hours later. The trio 

will make a pit stop at each stadium 
consisting of quickly jumping out of 
the car and getting a photograph in 
front of a clock and something mem-
orable from each stadium in order to 
prove that they were present at such a 
time.

The whole challenge will be com-
pleted in Top Gear’s The Stig cos-
tumes and in a reasonably priced car 
provided and sponsored by Prestige 
nursing East Lancashire. The whole 
idea blossomed as the trio are foot-
ball fanatics and suggested doing it 

one night for a joke after a few drinks. 
Watson said: “When it was originally 
suggested we thought it would never 
even come close to happening.” But 
unlike many drunken plans, this one 
is going to come to fruition and in fan-

tastic style. he added: “When we have 
done it, it will be a fantastic achieve-
ment not just for us, but for the char-
ities we are supporting.” he also took 
the time to thank his parents, Prestige 
Nursing and Blackburn rovers for the 
support they have received so far.

Lancaster University Sstudents’ 
Union vice President (sports), Marc 
handley, told sCAN: “It’s fantastic 
that James and the lads are doing this 
marathon drive and for such a good 
cause too. Whilst living in Lonsdale for 
three years I was witness to James’s 
driving ‘skills’ so I have strong faith 
in them completing the adventure in 
less than 24 hours.” handley also went 
on to urge everyone to give something 
towards this really worthwhile event as 
every little bit will help the trio achieve 
their target.

Although the three man team 
has already received a lot of back-
ing from Prestige Nursing, Blackburn 
Rovers and even Sky Sports news, 
any contributions will be very wel-
come. the lads can be sponsored at: 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
PrestigeNursingeastLancashire1

Three Lancaster students aim to cover 791 miles, visiting 
all 20 Premier League grounds in 24 hours for charity

tHE roUtE
• Wembley
• Craven Cottage (Fulham)
• Stamford Bridge (Chelsea)
• Upton Park (West Ham)
• The Emirates (Arsenal)
• White Hart Lane (Tottenham 

Hotspur)
• St Andrews (Birmingham City)
• Villa Park (Aston Villa)
• Molineux (Wolverhampton 

Wanderers)
• The Hawthorns (West Bromwich 

Albion)
• The Britannia (Stoke City)
• Goodison Park (Everton)
• Anfi eld (Liverpool)
• Old Trafford (Manchester United)
• City of Manchester Stadium (Man-

chester City)
• The Reebok (Bolton Wanderers)
• DW Stadium (Wigan)
• Bloomfi eld Road (Blackpool)
• Stadium of Light (Sunderland)
• St James’ Park (Newcastle)
• Ewood Park (Blackburn Rovers)

© Kol Tregaske

The students being interviewed by Sky 
Sports News. Photo by James Watson

Sponsored by IBM
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syDNey. CANBerrA. MeLBoUrNe. Each 
city has a distinctly different persona that 
forms the foundation of Australia’s identity. 
Like upstanding pillars of a building structure, 
the demolition of one would have detrimen-
tal effects on the other two.  Having now vis-
ited each of them, I now appreciate the validity 
of these three cities and their contribution to 
Australia’s delicate social, economic and politi-
cal environments.

sydney is the economic driver of Australia. 
With cloud-skimming skyscrapers and the 
daily surge of commuters as a sea of business 
suits, the city feels far from a stereotypical grey 
metropolis. There is much more hidden under 
the commercial glaze of tourist attractions 
such as sydney opera house and Bondi Beach. 
This glossy exterior has also been able to mask 
the underlying inequalities that presently 
tear at Sydney’s social fabric. With a pros-
perous inner city and a rotting outer periph-
ery, there is an apparent economic divide 
between central dwellers and western subur-
banites. Although Prime Minister Julia Gillard 
has promised commuters new city rail lines 
to resolve this, it is sceptical whether such an 
economically driven city can fi nd a balance for 
its citizens. 

Whilst the economy of Australia is chiefl y 
in Sydney, its political heart lies in Canberra. 
With Parliament house at the centre of the 
city, the rest of its infrastructure is situated 
around it, forming the Parliamentary trian-
gle. this striking assembly refl ects the politi-
cal importance of Canberra whilst challenging 
the mundane city grid structure that is more 
commonly seen in Australia. this makes the 
city feel relatively vacant even though it is the 
capital city. When exploring the area during 
my fi rst few weeks in Australia, I felt like I had 
stepped into a Pleasantville-esque, ‘trophy’ 
community rather than an inhabited place. 
nevertheless, its political presence is a vast 
aspect of Canberra that continues to intrigue 
me after my visit. 

The coastal highway stretching from 
sydney to Melbourne is a picturesque route 
that hugs the eastern coastline. Unlike the fea-
tureless journey I take along the M6 to Lan-
caster every term, the coastal highway boasts 
lavish beaches and shorelines that are visu-
ally indulgent. Melbourne itself is rich in cul-
ture and diversity. Graffi ti covers the network 
of narrow alleyways that connect the main 
high streets, which attract art novices and art 
lovers alike. the infamous British graffi ti artist 
Banksy is thought to have gathered inspiration 
from them for his work. 

The main high streets greatly contrast these 
alleys. Like London’s Oxford Street, they are 
laden with major department stores, fashion 
chains and cosy cafes. Unlike Oxford Street 
though, Melbourne holds a laissez-faire atmos-
phere that refl ects the timely Australian mantra 
of ‘taking is easy’. these three cities refl ect the 
multiplicity of Australia, building up a textured 
population and social infrastructure. Although 
this view could be seen as an oversimplifi cation 
of such a complex country, I have found that 
visiting these three cities have helped unravel 
its convoluted concepts that initially washed 
over me as a haze of bewilderment. In fi nding 
an appreciation for sydney, Canberra and Mel-
bourne, and their individual qualities, I also 
fi nd a much wider understanding of Australia.

Features

emails from 
@ustralia 

Carolynne’s International 
Correspondent,  Penny
How, gives us a taste of life as a 
Lancaster student down Under

1-click 
buys 

As a group, we students are notori-
ously poor, it’s just the way it goes. 
We get loans that, for the most part, 

barely cover our accommodation, have to pay 
for books that tend to be left unopened for 
the whole year, and on top of all that spend 
the rest of our very small fortunes on feed-
ing our alcohol addictions. you’re considered 
extremely lucky if by the end of the year you 
haven’t managed to spend a rather large chunk 
of that all important overdraft.

So, considering how most of us are virtually 
living on the breadline, you would assume 
that we would scrimp and save at every 
opportunity, keeping at least a bit of money 
hidden away to pay off that ever increasing 
debt that we leave university with. Well, as we 
all know, this couldn’t be more wrong.

Let’s be honest, if you have a spare tenner 
burning a hole in your pocket, is it going to be 
saved or is it going to be used on a cheap night 
out in Sugar? I think we all know the answer to 
that one. In my case, I have my own personal 
weakness that can easily cause my bank 
balance to drop right down: internet shopping. 
the problem is, it’s just so easy. you’re a bit 
bored in your room, most likely hungover, so 
you go online.

you have a look at the topshop or Urban 
outfi tters clothes that would never grace the 
stores of Lancaster, and look at what you’re 
missing out on. After just a few minutes you’ve 
already seen a beautiful pair of shoes, a dress 
that you know will hug you in all the right 
places, and a jumper that will make you feel all 
cosy and snugly on a wet and windy Lancaster 
day.

so after (let’s face it) not a lot of time 
deliberating, you buy something... and here 
comes the trap that is bound to lure you in; 
you don’t actually have to hand over any 
money. Of course, that gorgeous bag is going 
to cost you something, but you just type a few 
numbers into a few boxes and you’ve bought 
something – you didn’t have to make the trip 

to the cash machine and hold your breath as 
you click ‘display balance’, and realise as the 
much lower fi gure than you anticipated pops 
up on the screen that you just can’t afford it. 
no, instead you can happily sit there in the 
comfort of your own pyjamas and spend away 
your money without even realising it.

When you think about it, it is just so easy 
for us to spend money. Part of it has got to 
be that because the money you’re spending 
is from a loan, it just doesn’t feel real; it’s the 
equivalent of monopoly money. And for many 
of us, getting a big fat lump sum of money 
at the beginning of the term means that we 
suddenly have more cash to our names than 
we have ever had before. So should we reel the 
spending in, maybe not go on as many nights 
out or go off on as many trips with societies or 
your college?

In my not-at-all-expert opinion, yes, we 
probably spend far to much money than we 
should do in the space of 10 weeks. But then 
again, you’re only a student once. As long as 
you don’t manage to spend a whole grand in 
Week One, then you might as well have some 
fun with it.

‘When you think about 
it, it is just so easy for 
us to spend money. 
Part of it has got to 
be that because the 
money you’re spending 
is from a loan, it just 
doesn’t feel real; it’s the 
equivalent of monopoly 
money’

Kristina Beanland 
confesses how the 
internet spells death 
for the student 
overdraft
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So student fees are set to rise? Gulp. 
More debt, more strain, more worry. 
Who’d be a student, eh? Well, 

according to the government, the answer is 
just as many people as before. An increase 
in tuition fees will not affect the demand for 
university places. Phew! that’s okay then. 
For a moment there I thought a possible 
200% hike in fees might just put some 
people off higher education, but alas no; a 
study by the University of Leicester suggests 
that even an increase to £10,000 would do 
little to deter nine out of ten prospective 
students. So tuition fees look set to treble 
and competition for actual university places 
is going to remain as stiff as ever: terrific.

But I’m sure the government are correct 
in their judgement. I mean, why should 
tuition fees be subsidised by money out 
of their own coffers? That’s money that 

could be far better spent on, oh I don’t 
know, an Olympic Games or a state visit 
by some pious fella in a pointed hat. 
Money well spent, I’m sure you will agree. 
In fact, come to think about it, those 
damned pesky prescription things are quite 
heavily subsidised too; time to tighten 
the purse strings. After all, what’s £20 for 
something that’s going to make you feel 
better? Bargain. It’s not like demand is 
going to fall; people are always going to 
become sick. I’m sure 90% of sick people 
wouldn’t be put off seeking medical help if 
prescription prices trebled – besides, the 
tight-fisted 10% are likely to be a bunch 
of wasters anyway. no doubt the sort of 
people who haven’t even been to university.

now, what else could we save a few 
quid on? That fuel stuff seems to be quite 
a popular commodity. I’ll tell you what, 
bump up the price of that too. Chances are 
if it ends up being a harsh winter a good 
90% of cold people will manage not to die, 
and let’s be honest, the other 10% most 
likely won’t have a home or a car to feed 
with fuel anyway...with a decidedly average 
education and pathetically ill health 
they’d struggle to get 
up of a morning, let 
alone make it all the 
way to a car dealer 
or estate agent.

you see; once 
you take a step 
back and put it all 
into perspective it 
makes perfect sense, 
doesn’t it?

Money, 
money, 
money: isn’t 
it funny?

gareth Horn

Claire Hazel

IT IS THOUGHT that 1.5 bn pumpkins (the 
gourd-like squash) are cultivated every year 
in the Us alone. 99% of these pumpkins are 
used as Jack O’Lanterns on Halloween. With 
more than 1.02bn hungry people in the world 
it seems like a waste that these valued crops 
are not used as a food source. Pumpkin carv-
ing is an age old tradition and it doesn’t seem 
to be leaving us any time soon; this is why 
numerous recipes and uses have been created 
for the Halloween leftovers.

Halloween is the third most lucrative 
festival in the UK (after Christmas and 
Easter) with an estimated £100m spent on 
this holiday every year. 

The use of Lanterns originated from the 
Irish legend of Stingy Jack. Jack tricked the 
Devil into agreeing that he should never 
have to go to Hell. Upon Jack’s death he was 
denied entry to heaven and the devil kept true 
to his word, refusing his entry to hell. Jack 
was presented with a hollowed out turnip 
to light the way and to serve as a warning to 
others as he wandered the earth for eternity. 
Fearing the ghost of the Jack O’Lantern, the 

Irish began to carve scary faces out of turnips 
and potatoes to ward off Jack’s spirit. Fleeing 
the potato famine in the 1840s, the Irish 

immigrants took the Halloween tradition 
with them to the Us. It was the Americans 
who began to use pumpkins as this was the 
most readily available crop. Although the use 
of pumpkins did catch on it was not until the 
1990s that the demand for pumpkins in the 
UK soared.

If your aim is to use your pumpkin 
for more than just a decoration there are 
numerous different things you can do with 
it. the first and possibly the most obvious 
is as a food source. Whether it is pie, soup, 
juice or even ice cream, the pumpkin is rich 

in vitamins A and C, along with protein and 
potassium. The seeds from the pumpkin are 
also highly nutritious, high in fibre and great 
for strengthening the immune system. Just 
dry roast them and sprinkle on a little salt 
and they’re pretty tasty! It is also thought 
that pumpkins are good for the skin and more 
surprisingly a mashed pumpkin is thought to 
help pets with digestive problems.

With the growing demand for Halloween 
pumpkins, it is a wonder where the many 
millions of crops are grown, to cater for 
the US and UK’s need. Out of the seven 
continents it is only Antarctica which cannot 
grow pumpkins due to its cold weather, with 
some of the biggest international growers 
being the United States and China; the 
highest producer of Pumpkins in europe is 
in Spalding, Lincolnshire. This year’s harvest 
reached three million, whilst the majority 
will take to the English market in time for 
Halloween, some will be sent off to Spain and 
Holland.

So as you carve your pumpkin this 
Halloween, perhaps try something different 
with its innards and save it from the bin. 
you can try a new snack or even pamper 
your skin, but if you fancy something more 
traditional, why not carve a turnip instead.

For a moment there 
I thought a possible 
200% hike in fees might 
just put some people off 
higher education

The 
Gourdfather

Out of the seven 
continents  
it is only 
Antarctica which 
cannot grow 
pumpkins
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The student 
stereotype: from 
brains to binge?

*This is a paid for advert

amy Packman

IT’S nOT nEWS to our ears when we hear 
about the negative stereotype of students 
in the media, but are we really bad as they 
portray? 

The pinnacle of this negative stereotype 
came about two years ago when the story of 
a student who drank himself to death seized 
our attention in the media. In February 
2008, Gavin Britton, an 18-year-old Business 
undergraduate at Exeter University died after 
consuming so much alcohol that his body 
shut down. On a golf-initiation social, Gavin 
Britton was encouraged to consume vast 
amounts of alcohol, including four vodkas, 
three pints, a glass of wine, countless shots 
of sambuca and the list goes on. The pressure 
for Gavin to keep up with his friends’ drinking 
was perhaps an experience which many 
students might experience on a night out 
with their friends. In october 2008, another 
shocking story came to the media’s attention 
when a 19-year-old at Warwick University, 

Jason Venezia, died after downing half a litre 
of vodka for a £40 bet. He was “unable to 
stand or talk and was put to bed”. Although 
his friends checked on him frequently, the 
next morning he was found dead due to acute 
alcohol poisoning revealing that he was over 
six times the legal drink drive limit. 

The heavy drinking culture associated 
with student life isn’t hard to miss. However, 
perhaps it is our independence and desire to 
break away from studying that can sometimes 
result in what is commonly known as the 
negative student stereotype, namely drinking 
and partying. 

But are we really as bad as the media 
portrays? The focus of student life in the 
news focuses heavily on their alcoholic habits 
and touches only lightly on the success and 
commitment to studying. We shouldn’t 
dismiss the fact that the majority of students 
go on to graduate and achieve degrees, 
no matter how hard they partied during 
their university life. Part of the reason for 
universities, such as Lancaster, moving into 
the top 10 of university league tables, is the 
improvement of degree results. Surely this 

improvement should give students some 
credit rather than focusing on what they 
do out of uni hours? Drinking is part of the 
student lifestyle but it isn’t the only part but 
just a small part of what students choose 
to spend their free time when not working 
towards their degree.  

There is still to this day a strong case that 
university students still don’t know all the 
dangers of drinking and the harm it can incur 

but the same could be said about individuals 
who decided against further education and get 
a job. It’s about responsibility and individuals 
knowing their limits of how much they can 
handle. We cannot disregard what the media 
is saying when traumatic stories such as Gavin 
Britton and Jason venezia are revealed. But 
it is important that students become aware 
of how much they are drinking before they 
endure a heavy night out. 

Win a three night city 
break for two in London
THERE’S A LOT we associate 
with London when we hear it; the 
London Eye; the cramped and 
bustling underground; the Houses 
of Parliament; and most importantly 
of course; Oxford Street. There are 
hundreds of ways to spend a free day 
in London, you can discover them 
easily from the internet and tourist 
information centres, whihc will be a lot 
easier on your student pockets.

London is host to the UK’s only 
permanent ice bar. At -5°, the entire 
bar is made of ice imported from 
Sweden. Guests get to wear designer 
capes and enjoy ice sculpture and art 
while sipping a drink or two. And if you 
get there before 7pm on a Sunday to 
Friday Cocktails are only £5, which is 
slightly more expensive than Mint or 
the Litten Tree, but for anyone who’s 
ever visited London it’s an absolute 
bargain!

On your bar tour of London, you 
must stop off at the bar Vertigo 42 atop 
Tower 42 - the highest bar in London. 
At 600ft above lowly civilians, you get a 
panoramic view of the city.

Since we’re already into the dizzy 
heights of the capital, let’s continue 
with Kensington Roof Gardens; the 
largest roof garden in Europe. The 
beautiful and idyllic green haven in 
the centre of London are under the 
Richard Branson brand, and although 
you would be lucky to spot the tycoon 

himself you won’t be short of nature 
and a few fl amingos.

London river cruises are a great way 
to see London in a different way, with 
the luxury of a tour guide (and a seat 
in a moving vehicle) without the traffi c 
and fumes the Big Smoke offers its 
visitors. On it you will get to see more 
of London’s architecture, and sights 
such as the MI5 building, all hooked 
up with CCTV covering every nearby 
vantage point vigilantly.

It is always worth taking a trip to 
Temple, home to the Royal Courts 
of Justice. Just opposite from there, 
off Fleet Street, you’ll fi nd the rabbit 
warren of barristers’ chambers. Amid 
the occasional QC docked out in cloaks 
and wigs, you can explore old buildings 
and pretty gardens. You can even 
visit the spot where Sweeney Todd 
was reported to have conducted his 
‘business’. 

While you’re feeling historic and a 
little spooky in the home of the British 
press, take a trip to Ye Olde Cheshire 
Cheese. Hidden down a side alley, this 
underground pub is one of London’s 
oldest, built in 1667. 

You won’t get any signal, but you will 
get a lovely strawberry beer in a vintage 
style bottle for a reasonable price, and 
the free chill of casting a thought to the 
visitors who have also passed through 
London just like yourself for many 
centuries.   By Louise Day

Europe’s leading hostel provider is offering one lucky winner and 
a friend the chance to win a fantastic three night stay in their central 
London hostel. Situated in Russell Square, visitors will be just a short 
walk away from some of the City’s best entertainment and attractions.

Guests will also be treated to a free breakfast and dinner on all three 
nights, and can enjoy a complimentary walking tour of the city to make 
sure they see the very best of what the city has to offer.

For your chance to win email the answer to this question, along with 
your names, Purple card number and phone number to
competitions@lusumarketing.com. Closing date is October 21.

• In what year did the Great Fire of London occur and where did it 
begin?

• 
Prize is nontransferable and must be redeemed within one year, excluding bank holiday weekends 

and UK public holidays. Winners must give Generator Hostels a minimum of one month’s notice in 

order to redeem their prize
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W
hen I arrived on campus 
for the start of Freshers’ 
Week, I was a bundle of 
excitement and nerves. 
I was upset to be leav-
ing home, especially my 

family, but excited to meet new people and 
that finally after over a year of planning, phone 
calls and stress, my university life was about to 
begin.“so what?” I hear you say? “every fresher 
feels like that!”

True, but I’d probably say I have more 
reason to feel nervous than most. I was born 
with Congenital Muscular Dystrophy, a severe 
muscle-wasting disease which means I have to 
use a powered wheelchair and rely on others to 
help me with the most everyday tasks. Deciding 
to move away from home was a difficult 
decision to say the least, as it meant leaving 
the security and comfort of my home as well 
as carers who knew my needs inside out. I was 
therefore catapulted into an environment that 
was completely strange to me with no one but 
myself to instruct a group of strangers how to 
take care of me – scared doesn’t even cover how 
I was feeling. 

However, I knew it would be the right 
decision and that the university experience 
could help me in the long run. I wanted to meet 
new people and gain more independence, which 

I knew would be difficult if not impossible at 
home. I’d fallen in love with the course and the 
campus when I came to visit, and had a gut 
feeling that Lancaster could feel like home to 
me, unlike many other universities I’d visited.

After I had arrived on campus, I was 
introduced to my new carers. To my surprise, 
my carers were the same age as me. However, 
I’ve now come to appreciate that this was a 
good thing as to outsiders it didn’t look as if I 
had a carer with me which I believe made be 
more approachable to other freshers.  

My carers had been informed fully about 
my disability, unfortunately my flatmates were 

unprepared. Usually when I meet people for the 
first time, they are not really sure how to react 
to me as I am very visibly disabled. However, all 
I wanted was to be treated like any other fresher 
but I have been brought up to understand that 
people will always react differently to me; firstly 
because of my wheelchair and secondly the 
way in which I sit which can often take people 
a while to get used too. Thankfully, once they 
got to know me, they treated me like one of the 
group making me feel at home.

Looking back, Freshers’ Week is a blur of 
getting to know people, forgetting their names 
and generally getting used to living away from 
home, which of course was then followed by the 
dreaded freshers’ flu and actually getting round 
to doing some work.

To any disabled freshers, I would say 
that living away from home is a worthwhile 
experience and a great way to gain some levels 
of independence. Lancaster University is full 
of amazing and diverse people who are open-
minded enough to see the person behind the 
disability. Also, to everyone else out there who 
may come across a student with a disability, 
please don’t feel afraid of approaching and 
striking up a conversation as like all other 
students out there, we’re just here to take part 
in the university experience and hopefully make 
lots of friends along the way. 

When Catherine 
Alexander arrived at 
Lancaster she had all 
the usual Fresher’s 
Week fears to deal 
with, but she also 
had other people’s 
perceptions to worry 
about. She describes 
how she coped and 
what new freshers 
can do 

Learning to cope
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JUICAFE
GET 10%DISCOUNT 
ON ALL 
SMOOTHIES, MILK 
SHAKES AND SOFT 
DRINKS!

BOMBAY 
BALTI
15% OFF COLLECTION 
ORDERS AND MEALS
10% OFF DELIVERY 
ORDERS

BAR 
ELEVEN
GET ANY 2 HOUSE 
COCKTAILS FOR JUST 
£5 AT ANY TIME!

MAKE SURE YOU INCLUDE YOUR FULL NAME, COLLEGE AND A CONTACT 
TELEPHONE NUMBER. THE COMPETITION CLOSES ON THURSDAY 21ST OCT 2010.

UNBOX GET A FANTASTIC 
15% OFF 

WIN A 3 NIGHT STAY IN LONDON 
FOR 2 WITH GENERATOR HOSTELS
TO ENTER SIMPLY EMAIL COMPETITIONS@LUSUMARKETING.COM 
AND ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION: 

'IN WHAT YEAR DID THE GREAT FIRE OF 
LONDON OCCUR AND WHERE DID IT BEGIN?'

WIN A 3 NIGHT STAY IN LONDON WIN A 3 NIGHT STAY IN LONDON WIN A 3 NIGHT STAY IN LONDON WIN A 3 NIGHT STAY IN LONDON WIN A 3 NIGHT STAY IN LONDON WIN A 3 NIGHT STAY IN LONDON 
compcompcompcompcompcompcomp
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Jobsworths!

S
tatistics have emerged after last 
year’s graduation that employ-
ment of students is at an all time 
low. In July, Lancaster graduates 
received their exam results in the 

wake of new statistics that for every graduate 
job vacancy you will find yourself up against 
68 other graduates. Following these statistics 
is the news that major employers are tighten-
ing recruitment to only the best, that is to say, 
if you have a 2:2 or below, you’d be best to 
apply elsewhere.

Let’s put this into perspective. Two 
years ago you could count amongst your 
competition only 37 other graduates for 
your ideal job. so what does this mean? you 
should go to a respected university, you need 
a 2:1, but above all you need work experience, 
real-life experience, travel experience, 
farming experience, first-aid training and a 
knack for untwisting lids off jam jars.

I didn’t need to know the statistics, it 
hit home for me as my mother thoughtfully 
inquired as to the plans of my recently 
graduated friends. Unfortunately only two 
were going on to a guaranteed job in their 
chosen fields: and one of them was going 
to work in a family business. The other 
managed a 2:1 at our fabulous Management 
School, and speaks around five languages, 
was the president of a society and a leader 
of another entrepreneur project. It’s 
understandable to be filled with a little worry 
as you discuss with a rather disappointed 
friend their inability to even secure a job in 
retail... but how will next year’s statistics 
go? Will we still be feeling the pinch from a 
few years of frozen recruitment or must the 
situation surely be better?

After such a serious recession, it’s 
natural that graduates be hit hard, and for a 
sustained period of time. What is concerning 

is the general lack of even unskilled jobs to 
tide over graduates until their job market 
picks up. Having applied for bar work this 
summer I can imagine their position. It 
is a little embarrassing to hand over a CV 
dutifully amended so that your QC barrister 
reference details are omitted, and work in 
Pizza hut gets more page space than your 
degree results break down.

so for those on 2:1s who are already being 
turned down, the only advice to give is to 
take up extra curricular activities and apply 
for work experience. It’s the only thing to set 
you apart from the rest. even a part time job 
in term time will look great to employers, it 
shows time management and a work ethic. 
But getting involved in societies is even 
better, if you can get an exec position you 
are well on your way to the perfect CV. Work 
experience is usually unpaid, but it’s better 
to do it now while you have your loan to rely 

on. However the national Union of Students 
is currently battling against the unforeseen 
dangers of overly-keen students desperate 
for work experience being taken advantage 
of- those that complete longer unpaid 
internships which transpire to be unpaid 
indefinitely.

Applying to a firm which has details of 
you on file is extremely useful; it’s a foot in 
the door for those of us not quite privileged 
to have a designer leather-clad foot in the 
door thanks to our connections, family or 
private schooling. It’s arguably the toughest 
time graduates have ever had, but it’s not all 
bad news! It means hard work to compete 
against the rest in a market that is reportedly 
going to take longer than expected to recover, 
but imagine the self-satisfaction when you 
successfully do so. It will be what we can 
complain about to our grandkids, at the very 
least.

I was really pleased to graduate with a 
2:1 in Biomedical Science. I started looking 
for work early on in my third year and 
got increasingly concerned at the lack of 
graduate jobs on the table. I sort of forgot 
about it and dealt with exams, but now 
they’re over I am back home and struggling 
to secure a job. I prefer lab work, but all of 
my researches have been unsuccessful.

I am willing to travel further afield and 
invest in a car, but until I get even a menial 
job I cannot justify such indulgences. I’m 
even having trouble finding a retail job, and 
I am considering a masters. Hopefully more 
education and specialisation will make me 
more competitive in my field, but there is 
much uncertainty at the moment.

I’m not really that hopeful about getting a 
full time job in the sector that I want; the 
environment sector. At least not in the near 
future anyway. I’ve been pretty disheartened 
really; someone on my course (who got a 
2:1) has applied for over 45 jobs and has got 
nothing from any of them. As I only got a 2:2 
I feel as though I’ve got even less chance, but 
that doesn’t mean I’m going to stop trying 

any time soon!
I have a job for two months over the 

summer working a lab, where I’ve worked 
before. They might extend my stay there, but 
this depends on many factors, including their 
workload. I can’t imagine what it’s like for 
someone who has had no work experience 
previously, I’m pretty lucky in that respect. I 
will try to get job seeker’s allowance until I 
find something more permanent.

Graduate jobs are getting harder and harder to come by. Louise Day explores what you can 
do to make sure your CV stands out from the crowd, even if its just for Pizza Hut

stUCk on tHE laddEr: lanCastEr gradUatEs on tHEIr CarEEr HUntIng woEs

stephanie Hole: lancaster 
graduate 2010

ben showell: lancaster 
graduate 2010

Graduates can’t afford to be too optimistic about their future (Photo: Alexander Wilson)
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On at LU Cinema

alex Harris

sEx and tHE CIty 2  
15, 146 min 
Thurs/Friday Week 3 

“Who would dare hate you?” Carrie 
says to Miranda, shocked at 
the oh-so-mean and nasty way 

her boss treats her, having the gall to text 
her whilst she’s at a ‘Gay Wedding’ (the film 
insists you realise that it’s a Gay Wedding). 
To answer Carrie’s question, quite a lot of 
people have the audacity to hate Miranda if 
you go by the reviews of this film. And before 
you ask, yes, I hate her too. As a matter of 
fact, I’ve struggled hard to find a charac-
ter in this film that wasn’t either completely 
unmemorable or totally vile and horrid.

The main one, Carrie, is apparently some 
kind of author and she writes books about 
something to do with dating or whatever 
and that gets her recognised at that Gay 

Wedding she was at (did I mention that it’s 
a Gay Wedding?). the others are Miranda, 
who is a walking contradiction in that she is 
apparently smart enough to be a lawyer in the 
Big Apple, yet stupid enough to be genuinely 
shocked that a partner in a New york City law 
firm has an acerbic personality.  samantha is 
an insufferable slut who really should learn 
to grow up (I struggle to believe men find her 
attractive). And Charlotte has kids and never 
seems to stop feeling sorry for herself.

So Carrie’s pissed off that her husband, 
Mr. Big (no, really) likes to watch tv. she 
also provides the narrative voice-over for the 
film, most of which is basically her boasting 
about how much money she has like a rich, 
spoiled brat that insists on name-dropping 
its pony every other sentence. “After Big and 
I sold the extravagant rooftop penthouse we 
thought we were meant to live in, we decided 
that maybe we’d need to come a little more 
down to earth. so we did — twelve floors to 
be exact!” hilarious. Who hasn’t been in that 
situation?

Miranda eventually decides to quit her job, 
presumably because the firm she’s at doesn’t 
roll out a diamond-encrusted red carpet made 
by Louis Vuitton every time she walks into the 
room. Charlotte has the common problem we 
all face of having her priceless vintage skirt 
made dirty. Carrie’s husband is unbearable 
for her because, on top of being enough of a 
provider to keep her in a situation where she 
can write trite, shitty books (although she 
never seems to do any work), he also cooks 
her dinner and buys her a TV. What woman 
would put up with that?

the first hour of the film basically consists 
of spoiled rich women moaning constantly. 
Then Samantha gets hit on by some rich, 
Middle eastern film producer (I still don’t 
believe anyone finds her attractive) and she 
decides that her friends are oh-so-hard-
done-by and need to get away. Her friends 
agree: “We need to go somewhere rICh” and 
so they jet off to Abu Dhabi for a cornucopia 
of sun, sand and cultural imperialism.

the rest of the film is roughly 90 minutes 
of these so-called characters being snotty 

about Arabs whilst being waited on hand 
and foot and wearing stupid clothes. This 
amount of copious wealth being showered 
on such unsympathetic characters in such 
a tumultuous economic climate has got to 
be one of the biggest cinematic dick moves 
in recent years. To add insult to insult, the 
film’s producers are seemingly not content 
with only pissing off Westerners as their 
understanding of Islamic culture is wilfully 
ignorant, essentially limited to the names of 
the clothes the women wear. This is why the 
terrorists hate us.

there is also an attempt to give the film 
some feminist credentials, but like everything 
else this falls flat on its face, reaching its 
nadir in a genuinely painful scene where the 
four main characters sing karaoke to ‘I Am A 
Woman’, as if annoying foreigners by singing 
a shit song really badly is what Girl Power is 
all about. 

the main problem with the film’s ‘feminist 
message’ is that it’s so transparently written 
by men who have no understanding of the 
subject they lamely attempt to tackle. Its 
grasp of women’s liberation is basically 
limited to repeating the phrase ‘strong 
women’ like it’s going out of fashion every few 
scenes.

Aside from the insensitivity, most of sex 
and the City 2 consists of ambassadors of 
inane bullshit sitting in expensive places 
whilst cracking dick jokes. so if you like 
looking at shiny things and have no sense of 
humour then this film is probably for you. For 
everyone else, on the other hand, it’s probably 
best avoided.

Un-divine decadence 

 This amount 
of copious 
wealth being 
showered on such 
unsympathetic 
characters in such 
a tumultuous 
economic climate 
has got to be one 
of the biggest 
cinematic dick 
moves in recent 
years.

Sex and the City 
had its moment, 
but can Carrie and 
co really expect our 
sympathy now?

Copyright © New Line Cinema. Photo by Craig Blankenhorn
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Going up 
against the wall

It’s Not WhAt you know, it’s 
who you know. It’s a trite adage, 
sure, but that doesn’t stop it 
being true. The over abundance 
of creative types means that 
many people submit perfectly 
decent scripts to production 
companies, only to have them 
rejected because of executive 
incompetence or a desire for 
industry professionals to help 
their friends or family members 
get a big break, rather than the 
people who probably deserve it 
more. For many creative people, 
the rejection seems almost 
inevitable and it’s a depressing 
thought to consider how many 
talented people have never been 
discovered simply for lack of 
being given a chance.

enter Josh Asquith and 
his newly-formed company 
Against the Wall Productions, 
a Lancaster-based production 
company started with the aim 
of providing students with an 
opportunity to get their creative 
ambitions produced and directed. 
It aims to assist budding script-
writers . “Currently, around 2% 
of all scripts submitted actually 
make it to the screen, the rest 
are dismissed, abandoned or not 
even sent” says Josh. “We will 
almost always say yes, and if not, 
we will bring the writer in and 
discuss their piece with them, 
including how it can be improved 
or made better for screen.”

The company is in relative infancy, having 
only been started in February this year, but 
they have already attracted attention with last 
year’s controversy regarding their production 
of Five Knights, which describes itself as “a 
twisted tale of blood and mercenaries”. the 
production called for several actors to use 
realistic looking replica firearms and though 
the police had been informed, some of the staff 
in the shops on campus had not. The sight 
of several people wandering around campus 
brandishing weapons scared them stiff and led 
to a halting of the production and a security 
scare.

It would be a mistake, though, to assume 
that Against the Wall is some kind of rogue, 
anarchic film company intent on causing 
mischief and trouble. What it is in reality is 
an ambitious and promising new company 
which represents a leap forward for Lancaster 
culture. One of the most often-heard criticisms 
of Lancaster University and indeed Lancaster 
in general is that there is little to offer people 
who are passionate about the arts. Sure, 
there’s music societies, cinemas and all the 
usual amenities, but in terms of home-grown 
entertainment, it is often said, Lancaster is 
lacking. Companies like Against the Wall are 
attempting to tackle that problem.

The team itself is made up of a group of 
Lancaster students. there’s Josh Asquith, a 
theatre studies student and all-round film buff. 
Using his experience as both a director and an 

actor, his role as Chief Executive is to select the 
scripts that will be filmed and generally oversee 
all productions. Katie Evans, on the other 
hand, is production manager and deals with all 
the organisation of Against the Wall’s projects. 

Mike rivera, finally, does all the stunts and 
special effects.

It’s still early days for Against the Wall and 
the quality of their projects remains to be seen, 
but what can definitely be said about it is that 
it is an exciting new company that is certainly 
one to keep an eye on in future. What’s more, 
its philanthropic nature means that anybody at 
Lancaster University who wants to take their 
scripts to be assessed by group of friendly, 
welcoming and objective people should check 
them out. 

If you’re interested, their website is www.
wix.com/atwproductions. My personal 
assessment , this really is one to watch.

Alex Harris looks into Lancaster’s own 
production company

lauren randall

Toy STory 3 
U, 103 min 
Sat/Sunday Week 2 

The seventies had Star Wars, the eight-
ies had Indiana Jones and us nine-
ties kiddos had Toy Story. There was so 

much anticipation around the final installa-
tion in this trilogy that there was no surprise 
that it went on to become the highest grossing 
animated film of all time. however, it’s fair to 
say that most part threes fall flat on their faces, 
failing to sparkle next to their predecessors. 
By no means, does this follow suit. In fact, this 
could even be the rare treat of a final third that 
is the greatest segment of the whole story.

Plot-wise, it’s familiar territory: fear 
of abandonment, imprisonment, you got 
a friend in me. Andy’s off to college and 
the toys, sadly yet inevitably, are shoved 
in a trunk, desperately trying to get him to 
notice them let alone play with them again. 
But Andy hasn’t given up on them either, 
choosing Woody to take to college as a mascot 
and sending the rest up to the attic rather 
than throwing them out. naturally, there’s 
a mix-up and the toys end up at Sunnyside 
playschool, the equivalent of a toy retirement 
home, where they’re taken under the 
squishy arm of Lotso-huggin-Bear. however 
everything soon takes a turn for the sinister 
and the gang must plot their escape..

yes, the plot may tread similar ground 
to the first two but it’s done so well who 
can blame them? Plus, Pixar are never ones 
to rest on their laurels. the film is fresh, 
arguably funnier and more thrilling than its 
predecessors. The entire opening sequence 
is a wonderful way of starting the film, 
referencing everything from westerns to 50s 
sci-fi, whilst the attempted break out from 
Sunnyside is as hysterical as it is exciting. 

then, of course, there’s Buzz channelling his 
inner Zorro, a simultaneously disturbing and 
funny clapping-monkey (Close encounters 
homage, perchance?) and Ken’s constant 
protests that he is by no means a girl’s toy.

What works especially well is the perfect 
voice-casting. Whilst the majority of 
animated films flounder with an A-list cast, 
Pixar prefer to go for actual talent. hanks, 
Allen and Cusack maintain their high level 
but the new additions are equally impressive. 
Ken is aided by the sardonic tones of Michael 
Keaton whilst the bitter Lotso benefits from 
the gravelly experience of Ned Beatty. that’s 
not to mention the wonderful use of Timothy 
Dalton as the fabulous lederhosen-wearing, 
thespian hedgehog, Mr Pricklepants.

It’s not just the laughs and the action that 
makes toy story 3 a genuine five star film. 
As shown in Up and Wall.e, Pixar are adept 
at having you doubling up with laughter one 
minute and bawling into a tissue the next. 
This is no more evident than in Toy Story 3. 
the film, though essentially a comedy, is also 
an exploration in letting go. Watching Andy 
boxing his stuff away for college, listening to 
his mum choke up when saying goodbye and 
seeing the remainders of a childhood shoved 
into a bin bag chokes you. I was six years old 
when Toy Story was released and on the cusp 
of twenty-dom when the third came out back 
in July. For the first time I was confronting 
the fact that I was actually becoming an adult 
and everything within the film is a reminder, 
particularly for our generation who grew up 
with them all, that you can’t be a kid forever. 
It’s little things like a wheezing old pooch 
waddling to Woody’s whistle rather than the 
enthusiastic puppy of the first two. Life goes 
on, things change and everything must come 
to an end. There’ll be a few tears and, by few, 
I obviously mean a gazillion. you’ll cry at the 
thought of never seeing the gang again and 
you’ll cry because it’s the end of an era, not 
just for the toys but for you as well. Letting 
go? It’s not child’s play.

More than just 
child’s play

All dolled up: Copyright © Disney/Pixar

Camera at the ready. Photo courtesy of Against the Wall Productions

They have already 
attracted attention 
with last year’s 
controversy regarding 
their production of Five 
Knights, which describes 
itself as “a twisted tale of 
blood and mercenaries”
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In my first year I wish I had...
Three SCAN journalists confess to their first year fails so you won’t repeat them

I CAN’t BeLIeve I’m about to confess this so publicly, but I’ve 
been at Lancaster for six years now. All those fresh-faced fresh-
ers starting university this week will have just begun their first 
year at high school when I was a Fresher myself.

Conventional wisdom dictates that being so ancient I have 
the benefit of much experience. I’m not so sure about that 
myself, but I’ll impart what knowledge I can and share with you 
the things I wish I’d done in first year.

Number one, lived on campus. Perhaps that should be 
‘lived on campus for longer.’ you see, I tried living on campus. 
I moved in on the Sunday, all ready and prepared for the uni-
versity experience. three days later, after the rest of my flat 
decided to spend the night having a ‘sleepover’ in the corri-
dor, I went home. not as exciting, but I could at least get a good 
night’s sleep. Since then, I’ve never lived on campus again. It 
has the advantage of being much cheaper – and of providing 
considerable amusement to an ex-boyfriend, who liked to intro-
duce me to his friends with ‘So tell them how long you lived on 
campus, Sam,’ which never failed to produce screams of laugh-
ter – but there’s part of me that wishes I’d had a bit more stay-
ing power. no matter how hard you try, you can’t fully embrace 
the student lifestyle by living at home with your parents.

number two, drunk more. It goes without saying that if I 
had consumed more alcohol as a Fresher, I would have slept 
through the sleepover – or wanted to go and join in. I spent 
Freshers’ Week entirely sober. Whilst there can be something 
amusing in being the only sober one in a room full of drunk 
people, experience has taught me that anything is funny after a 
couple of drinks. 

Samantha Newsham - Investigations Editor

Been more of a student Not postponed having fun
It WAs Never really my intention to put the good times off 
until later years, it just sort of happened. It started because of 
a whim and a fancy I had when I was filling in my UCAs form, 
back in the good old days. I realised that to apply for Linguistics 
at Lancaster, you had to have ABB A-level grades. Listed below 
that was Linguistics/North America. same degree, same grade 
requirements, but you got to do your second year at a university 
in North America. “Well, why the hell not?” I thought to myself. 
So that’s what I applied for. Soon into my time here, I realised I 
didn’t really want to go away for my second year.

It was the terrifying thought of not liking it over there, and 
missing all my friends from here, and my family even more 
than I did when I was just an hour away from home.

In the end, I decided to man up, and go on my year abroad, 
but so terrified was I of missing Lancaster that I decided not to 
get involved in anything extra-curricular. I had a small group 
of close friends, and nothing to do but get drunk and do my 
coursework. Soon the novelties of being drunk all the time 
started to wear off. Plus, I was getting a bit chubby and crying 
all the time.

And then, in a way, I was saved from making a decision I 
didn’t really want to make, and I was given a second chance. 
Due to health reasons I was told I couldn’t go to Canada, and so 
I would be doing all three years of my degree at Lancaster.

It helped me realise that I had, at least on paper, ‘wasted’ a 
year at Lancaster University, but I still had two years left. So, 
basically, the moral message beneath all this whining is: Don’t 
waste your first year, but if you do, it’s not too late to have a 
wonderful time.

Collette McColgan - Assistant Editor

Slept less
DoN’t Get Me wrong, my first year of university was pretty 
awesome. however I have to admit that I spent a large major-
ity of the daylight hours of my first year tucked up in bed, fast 
asleep.

I think I must have been a typical Fresher. Fortunate enough 
to live in Furness, I was pretty much in the centre of campus; I 
was able to get up 15 minutes before a lecture started then just 
about manage to get through the 50 minutes of learning and 
then go back to bed. I’d pull myself back out of bed to eat, and 
then, more often than not, go out. I suppose you could say I was 
more of a night owl than an early bird. After going out I was basi-
cally too tired to bother getting up again.

I have to admit that I have nothing but good memories of this 
sleep filled life that I led, but it did have its disadvantages. For 
one, I was permanently ill. Maybe it was the lack of sunshine and 
vitamin D in my body, or the severe lack of exercise. The walk to 
the doctors became a weekly occurrence for me, and I was get-
ting the most random illnesses I’d ever had. My sleeping habits 
seemed to have given me the most severe case of freshers’ flu 
anyone’s ever had.

As well as the plague that I was apparently living with, sleep-
ing so much meant that I did miss out on rather a lot. I did the 
typical thing of joining a million societies in Fresher’s Week, but 
not one become a regular habit when I realised it meant get-
ting out of bed. I suppose the lesson to learn here is that you 
shouldn’t let going out every night become the sole purpose of 
your existence in your first year. Believe it or not, there’s more 
exciting things at university than those that can be found in a 
bottle, or (no innuendo intended) in your bed.

Kristina Beanland - Deputy Features Editor
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When you overhear the stylish citizens of 
Lancaster talking about ‘utility’ this winter, 
it’ll have nothing to do with rising gas prices. 
Rather, it is the hottest trend for this season 
that witnesses fashion taking a backseat to 
function.                    

   It is a natural progression from the 
military styling that has been in vogue for 
years.  It favours less the pomp and decoration 
of historical uniform, focusing instead 
on modern military wear.  Think urban 
sportswear, a grimy palette of colours and 
pieces that wouldn’t be out of place on a rock-
climbing holiday in South Wales.  

  Despite appearances, fashion is always 
at the forefront of this trend, so you can’t 
just throw anything on and expect it to work.  
Clothes are best kept block-coloured and 
unfussy, letting the accessories build the 
outfi t’s character. however, pockets and zips 
are great details for this trend as you’ll always 
need somewhere to keep your compass and 
Swiss army knife.

   Autumn-Winter 2010 is all about variety 
in texture and there are two in particular 
fabrics making a huge impact on utility style.  
Ribbed fabric is an easy texture to layer as it 
is light, but visually distinct.  Ribbed socks 
and long-johns are fantastic outfi t-builders 
which you shouldn’t be afraid to wear out. 
Underwear as outerwear is in too.

  The other material making a comeback is 
the return of chunky knit from last year, but in 
a specifi c form.  Cable knit may be reminiscent 

of country singers and the Dorset Coast, but 
when worn ironically, it brings out the element 
of geek-chic in utility dressing. 

  Army green is the stand out colour for 
this trend because of its connotations to 
20th century military uniform and, for non-
landlubbers, navy blue is also a strong choice.  
However, as the styling of this trend’s military 
inspired clothing is subtle; avoid breaking out 
the camoufl age from a few years ago. We’re 
not ready for that comeback just yet.

   Shoes have a lot of potential as statement 
pieces as the simplest shoe is not always 
the most functional.  Military boots are too 
formal for this style, being replaced by work-
wear or hiking boots instead.  Textured soles 
may seem like an insignifi cant detail but 
will cement the look together far better than 
thinner, smoother bases.  

   Some girls can’t live without their heels, 
but I doubt anybody has ever described them 
as functional before.   The solutions are the 
clog heel; thick, functional and much sturdier 
than a stiletto.
 • Layer up: texture is key to making an 

interesting ensemble, so let others see what 
you’ve got on underneath your outwear.

 • Don’t distress: Denim works best in 
utility when it looks like it’s not trying 
too hard. Clean, blue jeans are the way 
forward.  

 • Un-accessorise: you might be tempted 
to try jazz up your utility look with a 

few accessories, but remember 
functionality.  Scarves, belts 

and hats have a purpose, 
but do those Pat 

Butcheresque 
earrings?

SCAN’s Hugh Metcalf puts this season’s hottest 
new trend in the spotlight in time for winter.

Utility thrills

Playing it safe
Emma nelson & amy 

bednell

IF yoU MIsseD the safety talk during Fresh-
ers’ Week, which you probably did considering 
the 9am start, this article will point you in the 
right direction in making your experience at 
university as safe possible.

When it comes to getting digits during 
Freshers’, PC Gary Wynne is a very important 
contact to have in your phone as he is the 
on-campus Police offi cer for the University.  
Rather than calling 999, the number that is 
highly recommended to keep on you is 01524 
791239.  Contacting PC Wynne personally 
will ensure that your enquiries and problems 
are dealt with as fast as possible, due to his 
experienced knowledge of the University 
campus compared to the standard emergency 
services.

His presentation at the Safety talk during 
Freshers’ Week was very useful but if you 
missed it, the biggest recommendation he 
provided students with was to get yourself 
a citizen card. A citizen card acts as a 
replacement for taking expensive ID out 
with you, such as your driving license or 
passport.  It proves that you are a student at 
the University as well as your date of birth.  
Applying for one is easy and can be done 
online, just visit www.citizencard.com.

As well as your driving license or passport, 
it is recommended to avoid taking cash cards 
when going out.  By taking cash, you do not 

run the risk of losing personal information 
that can be used against you.

Another piece of personal information 
that can be used against you, if misplaced, 
is the plastic key ring that is attached on 
your campus accommodation keys.  It is 
recommended to remove this and leave it in a 
safe place inside your accommodation because 
otherwise your house, fl at and room number 
will be exposed to anyone who fi nds it. At the 
end of the day, you should know where you 
live.

One vital tip for a night out, especially for 
women, is the traditional safety in numbers. 
So always remember never to make your way 
back home alone and always let your friends 
know where you are if you do get separated.

With the music turned up and the alcohol 
fl owing it can sometimes be diffi cult to keep 
you’re guard up, but just remember never 
to leave your drink lying around. This could 
make you a prime target for drink spiking. 
Also keep your handbag with you at all times 
and try to avoid handbags without zips or 
clutches as these allow thieves easy access to 
all of your important items.

on route back to your fl at make sure that 
you and your friends stay in well lit areas, 
particularly along main roads, as staying 
seen means staying safe. If you’re getting a 
taxi also check that it is licensed by checking 
for the identity badge displaying the driver’s 
photograph and license number on the 
dashboard of the taxi.  To save yourself 
money, free buses are  provided back to the 
University from Sugarhouse and Elements 
after 1am.

nowadays, the must have gadget for 
women is the personal safety alarm. These are 
available from Marks & spencers for £19.50 
and can be easily attached to key rings and 
handbags so that it remains close to hand. 
Or if student life is hitting your bank balance 
hard there are cheaper alternatives available 
at www.c-p-p.co.uk.

you can call Lancaster Nightline, a 
voluntary listening and information service 
on 01524 594444 (external phone), or 94444 
(internal campus phone). or you can email 
nightline@lancaster.ac.uk for an e-listening 
service if you have any further queries on 
student safety.

 A citizen card acts 
as a replacement 
for taking 
expensive Id out 
with you, such as 
your driving license 
or passport.  It 
proves that you 
are a student at 
the University as 
well as your date of 
birth.

Lancaster may be a small city, but that doesn’t always 
mean its safe. Photo by Luke Addison
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For more Carolynne see:Puzzles
tHE QUIZ 

1. What is the reverse of a cosmic black hole called?
2. Which amnesic and very well trained fictional character didn’t know his real 

name was David Webb?
3. Until the mid 1970s Smarties were called Smarties chocolate what?
4. Capybaras are the largest living example of what in the world?
5. What ‘plays’ an Aeolian harp?
6. Answers below

E
V
N
O L

O
I

TUthe wheel
Using the given letter no more than once, make as 
many words as possible of four or more letters, always 
including the central letter. Capitalised words, plurals, 
conjugated verbs, adverbs ending in LY, comparatives 
and superlatives are disallowed. 

the su doku 
Fill the grid of that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

LiBrA sEPt 23 - 
oCt 22
A nasty break-up 
from a long-distance 
lover will leave you 

broken. try joining lots of new 
societies, to repeat your forlorn 
woes and grieving troubles 
to several groups of fresh 
listening ears, guaranteeing 
you maximum sympathy and 
rebound hanky-panky. t.

sCorPIo oCt 23 - noV 21
A run-in with an acquaintance 
from home threatens to burst 
your university bubble. After 
discovering the kind of Carleton-
dwelling, work-avoiding student 
monster you’ve become they 
are sure to add your mum on 
Facebook and grass you up. Run 
for the hills!

sagIttErIUs  noV 22 - 
dEC 21
Hidden under the pseudonym 
of an innocent, unassuming 
society name, it will become 
apparent from your first couple 
of meetings and socials that 
you have inadvertently joined 
a covert Devil-worshipping 
cult. Call the CU and get 
an old-fashioned exorcism 
under-way.

CaPrICorn dEC 22 - Jan 20
An almighty cock-up of epic 
proportions in the national 
office of Doing things Badly 
(aka student Finance england) 
results in a surprise payment to 
your account of over ten grand. 
Spend that dosh rapido, let the 
‘rents pick up the pieces…

aQUarIUs  Jan 21 - fEb 17
Good girl gone bad, you will 
awaken confused this week in 
an unfamiliar bedroom. Foolish 
not to obtain a Pocket Lancaster 
map from LUSU, you will have 
to make your disorientated 
escape down the spine with only 
your underwear for company.

PIsCEs fEb 18 - Mar 20
The sight of a stranger in town 
binning perfectly good food leads 
you on a path of temptation most 
foul. Do not eat from the bin, or 
you’ll find yourself on the hit-list 

of Lancaster’s leading tramps. 
They’ll hunt yo ass!

ArieS Mar 21- aPr 19
you will trip over in an 
exaggerated comical fashion in 
a very public place in full view 
of all your friends ever, your 
catalogue of ex-boyfriends, your 
lecturers and your secret crush! 
Oh my gosh, so humiliating! 
Cringe! 

taUrUs aPr 20 - May 21
Lancaster’s crowning centre-
piece of campus, Alex square 
Building site, will become your 
headdress one Carleton-based 
evening. Slipping on an innocent 
sugarhouse leaflet on your way 
home, your head will become 
trapped in the ever-present 
scaffolding. Good luck getting 
out. 

gEMInI May 22 - JUnE 20
Within your first few weeks, 
you will strike up an unlikely 
friendship with one of the many 
on-campus pigeons. He will 
clean up after you, fly over your 
head when it rains and peck out 
the eyes of your rivals.

CAnCer JUnE 21 - JUly 22
A good choice at the time, an 
attractive new housemate will 
become a dangerous allure. As 
they saunter round the house 
in their undies, be cautious of 
housey unrequited love and its 
distractions. Get a cold shower 
and a grip! 

Leo JUly 23 - aUg 22
A cooking disaster, part way 
through the construction of the 
worst curry ever, will produce 
an unfamiliar substance, later to 
be proven to be a new element! 
Clear some room on the Periodic 
Table and your mantle-piece! 
Bulky Nobel Prize…

VIrgo aU3 23 - sEPt 22
One of your new lecturers this 
year is actually an evil cyborg 
sent to ‘teach then destroy’. 
To discover which professor is 
the culprit, challenge each to a 
dance off. If their skills blow you 
away, rip off their pants and pull 
out their circuits!

MySTIC MACLeOd

the Crossword

Answers: 1) A white hole 2) Jason Bourne 3) Smarties chocolate beans 4) Rodents 5) The wind

Across
7 - Cream puff (8)
8 - Migratory 
grasshopper (6)
10 - Film about a 
magical board game (7)
11- senior member (5)
12 - Intellect (4)
13 - tips (5)
17 - Agreeable sound (5)
18 - Couple (4)
22- ticked over (5)
23 - Compares (7)
24 - Capital of Canada 
(6)
25 - Co0king spices (6)

Down
1 - Capital of China (7)
2 - Make loud demands 
(7)
3 - Big cats (5)
4 - the best policy (7)
5- exceed (5)
6 - Gaze fixedly (5)
9 - refined (9)
14 - Decrease usage of 
something (3,4)
15 - Loss (7)
16 - removal (7)
19 richard ____: 
former Us President (5)
20 - Apathy (5)
21 - Wildfowl (5)


