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Fancy a bit of free lovin’? 
Carolynne looks at doing Valentine’s on the cheap

Return of former SU Presidents 
sparks bitter battle of legacies

Patience wears 
thin as LUVLe 
falters again
emma hughes

LANCAsTer UNiVersiTY’s Vir-
TUAL Learning environment 
(LUVLe) crashed again at the start 
of term, causing disruption for stu-
dents returning after the Christmas 
break.

Many students found problems 
accessing their timetable, while at the 
same time the My Modules link failed 
to work. Those who could get through 
reported that the site was working 
very slowly, possibly due to the large 
number of people on it at the time.

Dr richard ranker, Manager of 
the Learning Technology Group at 
information systems service (iss), 
explained some of the problems stu-
dents were experiencing, saying: 
“When we looked at the server usage 
we found that between 500 and 1100 
students were logged in to that one 
server at the same time. We normally 
have about 300 at any given time”. 
ranker went on to detail the faults that 
occurred effecting students, saying 
“unfortunately, a key server was so 
busy as to be unavailable three times 
on Monday, once on Tuesday and once 
on Thursday—that stopped anyone 
from accessing My Modules for fi ve to 
nine minutes per occasion”.

The issues surrounding LUVLe 
has caused problems for staff and stu-
dents alike. some lecturers found that 
they could not upload course materi-
als on to LUVLe and students were 
unable to access the worksheets that 
were online. The main concern for stu-
dents was that many could not access 
their timetable and had no idea where 
their lectures and seminars were being 
held.

“The main problem with LUVLe is 
its inability to load on a regular basis, 
not only with logging in, but with 
the timetables, course materials and 
module overviews. The most frustrat-

ContinueD on PAge three

Collette McColgan
Assistant Editor

A MoTioN To University Court, held 
on saturday, sparked a bitter feud 
between former and current offi cers 
of the students’ Union.

 former LUsU Presidents Michael 
Payne (2008-2010) and Tim roca 
(2007-2008) returned to Lancas-
ter last weekend in order to second a 
motion proposed by Alan Whitaker, 
a former Pro Vice Chancellor at the 
University, and former President of 
Lancaster University’s University and 
Colleges Union (UCU). 

Though appearing to be a motion 
created with students in mind, LUsU 
President robbie Pickles was quick to 
outline his views against the motion. 
He was, however, less willing to state 
why he held these opinions and did 
not wish to go on the record with 
information he had received from the 
University and other offi cers. 

speaking against the motion at 
Court, Pickles claimed that the motion 
had never been something students 
wanted, nor was it something that 
would be benefi cial to them.

 “When i see a time frame which 
will lead to irrelevance and a guar-
anteed student membership of only 
two, i cannot be convinced that this 
is in the best interests of students; 
when the students’ Union and JCr 
[executive Committees] - the prime 
representatives of the student voice 
- are deliberately kept out of nego-
tiations which might have resolved 
these issues, i cannot be convinced 
that this is in the best interests of stu-
dents. And when one of the proposers 
of the motion - in an attempt to con-
vince me to lend my support - reveals 
their primary motive behind this to be 
not students but, and i quote, ‘to wipe 
that smug smile off the Vice Chancel-
lor’s face’, i cannot and will not be 
convinced that this is in the best inter-
ests of the students who i was elected 
to represent.” 

The claims made in this speech 
about the remarks made about the 
Vice Chancellor have been denied by 
the proposers of the motion. 

The motion has been met with 
a surprising amount of controversy 
within the walls of the students’ 
Union, but all those involved in the 
proposal were keen to state that this 
was not the intended result of it – and 
those suggesting it was remain reluc-
tant to go on the record with their 
claims. 

However, speculation has been 
rife that this motion was created with 

the intention of undermining the cur-
rent LUsU President and Pro Vice 
Chancellor (Colleges and student 
experience). 

Whitaker said: “That is not the aim 
and, certainly, there is no intention to 
undermine their work on behalf of the 
students. i am somewhat surprised 
at this interpretation. The motion is 
supportive of the student body and of 
the University and that’s because Tim 
roca, Michael Payne and myself are 
very supportive of students and the 
University.” 

roca also supported this, saying 
“it’s not meant to revisit old battles or 
anything like that, just to [...] look at 
the situation facing the University”. 

He added: “These sorts of issues 
get clouded with personalities, and a 
lot of politics goes on which is a bit 
unfortunate, but to be expected [...] i 
don’t think it’s anyone’s intention to 
get personal about these matters”. 

The controversy seems to stem 
from the opposition to the motion by 
the students’ Union President. 

Pickles explained his stance: “it’s 

 ●Motion to form tuition fees group 
divides Union loyalties 

“These sorts of issues 
get clouded with 
personalities, and a 
lot of politics goes on 
which is unfortunate”

ContinueD on PAge eight

sparring in Court: Was the fencing 
demonstration a hit? Page eight.

Photo by Chris Osborn
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University launches Carbon 
Awareness road show
Chris housden
News Editor

A series of Carbon Awareness road 
shows have been organised by the Uni-
versity to highlight the launch of its 
Carbon Management Plan (CMP).

The official launch of the CMP was 
a Carbon Awareness Day held on Tues-
day Week one. A lecture for staff and 
students discussing the CMP was given 
in the Conference Centre by the Uni-
versity’s Head of infrastructure Mike 
sheppard, environment and sus-
tainability Manager Jonathan Mills 
and Professor roger Kemp from the 
Department of engineering.

The event was described afterwards 
by Mills as a success, saying that it 
“went very well”. He was happy with 
the attendance to the day; “obviously 
being in edward roberts Court [where 
an information point was set up] you’re 
only going to catch a proportion of the 
people who pass through”.

The launch involved the publica-
tion of the CMP executive strategy 
document which describes the plan’s 
purpose as “being to provide a strate-
gic route map, detailing how the uni-
versity proposes to reduce its carbon 
emissions through the implementation 

of a range of policies and projects.”
Mills described the CPM as the over-

all strategy the University has set out to 
try to decrease its impact on the envi-
ronment through carbon emissions. it 
includes proposals to introduce cam-
pus-wide energy efficiency measures, 
including new gas thermal boilers, a 
CHP boiler and a biomass boiler which 
will be fitted in the summer. These are 
projects being developed alongside the 
wind turbine project.

As part of the CMP a series the 
Carbon Awareness road shows are 
being run in different locations across 
campus to bring the proposals to 
anyone who is interested. Mills said 
that they “had all the materials pro-
duced so it’s a really good opportunity 
to use them again”, with posters and 
awareness signs being used as part of 
the plan.

speaking after the Carbon Aware-
ness road show held on Thursday 
week Two, Mills said that he “feel[s] as 
though i’ve been talking to people all 
day.” The use of different locations has 
already proven fruitful, Mills said, with 
“plenty of people who are very inter-
ested” in both the Management school 
and Lancaster environment Centre.

The Carbon Awareness Day also 

ran a competition to find the best 
new carbon awareness idea, with the 
chance to win a new bike or an iPod 
touch. “some were more novel than 
others” Mills diplomatically said of the 
40-50 entries afterwards.

The 2008/ 09 Higher education 
Carbon Management Programme, 
which Lancaster University’s CMP is 
a participation of, aims to decrease 
carbon emissions from the higher edu-
cation sector by 43% by 2020. The 
University has optimistically dedicated 
itself “to try to ensure that we at least 
meet the target”, according to Mills.

At the time of this issue’s release, 
the upcoming Carbon Awareness road 
shows are Thursday Week Three in 
the infolab21 reception, Monday and 
Thursday Week four in the University 
House foyer and outside Green Lan-
caster respectively, and Monday week 
5 in the faraday Lecture Theatre foyer. 
All road shows are running between 
11am and 2pm. Mills mentioned that a 
further awareness day might run after 
those already planned.

The executive summary concludes 
with a promise; “The University is 
committed to meeting the targets that 
have been set within this Carbon Man-
agement Plan.”

•	 Carolynne goes all soppy for Valentine’s Day, 
looking at how you can treat that special someone 
without	putting	yourself	in	the	red.		We	also	find	
out what the change in the Indian Zodiac means 
for your star sign, and where all the Chinese New 
Year action is happening in Lancaster.

•	 Emily Roberston examines the need for variety in 
LUSU’s	Full	Time	Officer	Team.	

•	 Ronnie Rowlands makes an impassioned 
response to Sam Fresco’s call to being back the 
t-shirt tyrants. 

•	 Jonnie Critchley takes on that most hated of 
acronyms, LUVLE and asks what is to be done?

•	 Find out if Lancatser triumph over Leeds in 
Lacrosse?

•	 The	Women’s	Basketball	team	get	their	first	win	
of the season

•	 Stephan Piennar tells Sports Distort how glad he 
is	to	be	rid	and	Andy	Gray	and	his	flirty	remarks.	

Students	 do	 not	 vote	 for	Union	 officers	who	
put petty warring above students interests. 
In this regard the last week, culminating in 
University Court, has not been a good one for 
Lancaster University Students’ Union and its 
officer,	past	and	present.	
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It’s strictly ballroom as campus 
celebs	take	to	the	fl	oor	for	charity

LU cinema receive £100,000 for revamp

Matt Power

friDAY, WeeK THree, will see Lan-
caster University Ballroom Dancing 
society (LUBDs) continue their tradi-
tion of hosting an annual charity show-
case with a large scale event held in the 
Great Hall.

Campus “celebrities” will compete 
in Lancaster’s very own strictly Come 
Dancing and there will also be perfor-
mances from the Dance society, the 
Cheerleading society, and the Music 
society. All of the money raised from 
the event will be donated to Cancer 
research.

After winning the ballroom com-
petition last year, LUBDs’ President 
Becki finney is predicting a “very 
close competition this year” as sev-
eral competitors take to the fl oor in 
an attempt to win the title. The line-
up includes two LUSU Full Time Offi c-
ers, Union President robbie Pickles 
and Vice President (Media and Com-
munications) Lizzie Houghton, and 
three ex-JCr Presidents; Cartmel’s 
Mark Lord, County’s Matt saint and 
Grizedale’s Jack Kenny.

With little dance experience 
between the three, the ex-JCr Pres-
idents appear to be in good spir-
its ahead of the competition. saint 
believes practice will be key to success 
and has said he had “nearly fi nished 
with the Argentine Tango route” but 
hoped he “would not fall over”. Lord 
appeared aware that he “was never 
given the gift of dancing ability” and 
just hoped that his routine was “amus-
ing rather than technical”. finally, 
Kenny joked that he was “concerned 
he was the John sergeant” of the com-
petition and suggested his routine was 
“going to be hilarious”.

Due to the size of the event, each 
society is working hard to prepare for 
the evening. LUDans President Libby 
Martin revealed the society would per-
form two dance routines and that the 
dancers were “raising awareness of 

the event to get as many people down 
as possible”. The University of Lan-
caster Music society’s President, Max 
stannard, said they had “prepared the 
strictly Come Dancing theme which 
has been specially arranged for the 
band to play when the dancers enter”. 
LUBDs President Becki finney sum-
marised by saying it had “been diffi cult 
trying to fi t everything in but it’s start-
ing to look good”.

The showcase is evidence of the 
initiative shown by societies to work 

together, something that has not gone 
unnoticed by Matt Windsor, LUsU’s 
Vice President (finance, events, 
Democracy and societies). Windsor 
said: “LUBDs are a prime example of 
a group that go above and beyond the 
expected to create a great experience 
for both their members and students, 
but also to generate money for char-
ity”. He went on to hint that further 
society collaborations would follow, 
stating “we have been working hard 
this year to try to get other groups to 
develop new initiatives that will both 
help themselves and others; watch this 
space.”

LUBDs Chairty showcase will take 
place on friday Week Three in the 
Great Hall. The event begins at 7.30PM 
and advance ticket sales are currently 
taking place. information about tickets 
and the event can be found on LUBDs’ 
website (http://lubds.web.offi celive.
com).

 ●Ballroom Dancing society’s annual 
showcase returns

Keith Morrison

LU CiNeMA is set to be given an up 
to date makeover, coinciding with 
the huge refurbishment of Bowland 
College.

The refurbishment will begin in the 
summer term and will be due to fi nish 
ready for the start of the academic year 
in october. During the summer term 
there will be no fi lms or lectures sched-
uled to take place in Bowland Lecture 
Theatre.  

With increased ratings in the league 
tables and an ever growing interest in 
Lancaster University, Bowland has been 
looked upon to get renovated. At the 
heart of the campus, Bowland’s main 

lecture theatre doubles as a cinema 
and is set to receive £100,000 towards 
cinema equipment in the hopes that it 
can rival cinemas across the nation. 
LUsU President robbie Pickles said: 
“When you walk in there the feel should 
be like you are in a real cinema”.

Mark Harper, the president of 
LU Cinema, is pleased that the plans 
are going ahead. “We at LU Cinema 
are very excited about the refurbish-
ment. We have been waiting a long 
time and are glad it’s fi nally happen-
ing. We are looking forward to bring-
ing the cinema into the 21st Century.” 
The upgraded cinema has been on the 
table since 2005 and was originally 
planned to be updated last year along 

with Bowland bar, however both plans 
fell through.

The current fees to watch fi lms such 
as the fi ve fi lm passes are set to stick. 
rachel Morris, the vice president of 
LU Cinema, said that: “We want the 
cinema to be of a top quality of any of 
the top ones around the country but to 
still be low priced.”

LUSU had to fi ght hard with the 
University over the summer to acquire 
funding, however the University were 
happy to award fi nances for the plans 
to go ahead. The innovation of 3D 
fi lm technology has been temporar-
ily left out of the plans for the cinema 
as there is still the possibility that this 
trend could wear out. Nonetheless if 3D 

cinema is set to be a constant success 
then the option to upgrade the technol-
ogy is there and can be done so at mini-
mal costs to LU Cinema.

The cinema will still be used for 
lectures and will also receive fund-
ing towards such equipment. Bowland 
bar will be included in the refurbish-
ment as well as the accommodation. 
By october the standard of all accom-
modation should be universal though 
there are plans to leave some cheaper 
rooms in Bowland for those who want 
the option.

films scheduled in the last term 
before work starts include Due Date, 
Monsters and the fi rst instalment of the 
fi nal Harry Potter. 

Patience wears 
thin as LUVLe 
falters again
ContinueD FroM Front PAge

“Between 500 and 1100 
students were logged 
in at the same time. We 
normally have about 
300”

“LUBDS are a prime 
example of a group that 
go above and beyond 
the expected to create 
a great experience for 
both their members 
and students, but also 
to generate money for 
charity”

LUSU officer Gaz Coleman took to the floor two years ago

ing thing is that these sorts of prob-
lems are still occurring three months 
in to the academic calendar,” said 
robert Allonby, a second year Geogra-
phy student.

ranker also asserted that iss have 
tried to keep students notifi ed of prob-
lems. “To keep all informed, we posted 
a message on the My Modules login 
page. essentially it told all users that 
there is unusually high demand now 
on My Modules but the other parts of 
LUVLe are responding well.”

Despite the fact that iss have iden-
tifi ed the problems, they admit to 
having problems in remedying them. 
ranker went said: “We have tested 
and made two changes; unfortunately, 
neither had any noticeable effect. The 

fi rst fi x changed the number of logons 
permitted at a time, and the second 
made some data from LUsU, such as 
name of your College Tutor, unavail-
able. since those two changes did not 
really help, we are investigating other 
avenues.”

iss advises users to avoid trying 
to access course information through 
My Modules and recommends using 
the LUVLe homepage instead (http://
luvle.lancs.ac.uk). But, many think that 
if the problems persist more should be 
done. it is apparent that moves have 
been made to replace LUVLe’s cur-
rent system with MooDLe, a differ-
ent virtual learning environment used 
by other universities in the UK. it is 
hoped this move will enable the site to 
cope with the high volume of users.

“To ensure that LUVLe can con-
tinue to offer students a learning expe-
rience enhanced with relevant tech-
nology, a pilot project is just about to 
start which will evaluate the benefi ts 
of providing learning spaces based on 
MooDLe,” explained Gavin Brown of 
iss. “A group called Lancaster Uni-
versity Network services (LUNs) is a 
seat of expertise in the deployment of 
MooDLe; for example they deliver a 
hosted MooDLe to schools across 
Lancashire and Cumbria. LUNs have 
the expertise to help the university’s 
Learning Technology Group (LTG, 
based in iss) develop the next genera-
tion of LUVLe.”

The advantages of MooDLe 
includes an e-portfolio, which allows 
students to showcase their work, a 
video conference function and links 
to the online reading material and 
reading lists. MooDLe can also be 
accessed from any internet-enabled 
device. “The MooDLe-based virtual 
learning environment will be piloted 
in selected courses during the remain-
der of this academic year and, should 
the pilot project go well, it is planned 
that a substantial proportion of under-
graduates would use MooDLe-based 
spaces by september 2011, with the 
remainder migrating by september 
2012,” said Brown.
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will be involved in the kind of teacher 
training programmes that we offer our 
staff here.”

The Centre for the enhancement of 
Learning and Teaching (CeLT), which 
formerly provided learning support for 
students, has been restructured into 
organisation and education Devel-
opment (oeD) to focus on staff train-
ing, including overseas staff at partner 
institutions.

“one of the key things to under-
pin the quality of what we do with our 
international partners is to get them 
to understand what we expect regard-
ing academic standards,” said Dr Paul 
rodaway, Director of CeLT. “We’re 
very interested in making sure they 
understand what a Lancaster degree 
means.”

Lancaster staff visit partner institu-
tions to provide staff support by means 
of mentoring, observation and teaching 
parts of courses, and similarly overseas 
academics have visited Lancaster. Parts 

of many courses are delivered by Lan-
caster staff on site, particularly some 
taught postgraduate courses which are 
more suited to intensive teaching.

With staff frequently flying around 
the world, the costs of teaching partner-
ships soon mount up. However, they’re 
seen as an excellent return on invest-
ment. Partner institutions pay Lancas-
ter a fee to cover teaching and quality 
assurance activities which is related 
to the number of students enrolled 
on a Lancaster-validated degree. for 
the partner institution, a link to Lan-
caster is a way of raising their pro-
file and attracting higher quality stu-
dents. sunway recently upgraded its 
status from University College to full 
University status, something Bradley 
feels was helped by its relations with 
Lancaster.

“i’d like to think that we’ve contrib-
uted,” he said. “Certainly we have done 
a lot of staff development and offered a 
lot of support. We’ve grown the range 

of programmes with them and they’ve 
had study visits here [...] i think they 
have learnt from us.”

There are benefits for the stu-
dents, too. An incentive for poten-
tial CoMsATs students is that this 
degree will be “a fraction of the cost of 
study in the UK”. Given that sunway 
and CoMsATs have their own degree 
awarding powers, some courses lead to 
the awarding of not one but two degrees 
– the so-called dual award. 

Dual degrees are not uncommon. 
some courses in the University involve 
two years’ study at Lancaster and two 
years’ study at a partner institution, 
resulting in a degree from each. How-
ever, such courses tend to be longer 
and more intensive than other degrees. 
in terms of postgraduate students, 
there are proposals to develop 1 + 1 
programmes. 

Whether the dual award involves 
extra work, however, is less clear. No 
one was able to give a firm answer to 

Investigations: International links

samantha newsham
Jen Day 
Jonnie Critchley

iNTerNATioNALisATioN is riGHT 
at the top of Lancaster University’s 
agenda. in the strategic Plan 2009-
2015, international development is 
the first area of strategic development 
identified.

Lancaster’s commitment to becom-
ing a “world class international insti-
tution” is clear. By 2015 it’s hoped that 
the number of international students 
studying for a Lancaster degree will 
have increased by 50%. More and more 
research and teaching links will have 
developed to give students a truly inter-
national experience. 

“students from one hundred coun-
tries make up our community and a 
third of our staff are international and i 
believe that this cultural mix enhances 
the student experience at Lancaster,” 
said Professor Paul Wellings, Lancas-
ter’s Vice Chancellor. “The growth of 
the world’s population will increase 
demand for higher education and 
world student numbers could double. 
in all of this, we need to make sure 
that a Lancaster degree continues to be 
valued and desired, and the quality of 
our teaching is secured.”

To this end, Professor steve Bradley 
of the Department of economics was 
recently appointed to the new position 
of Pro Vice Chancellor (international), 
a position created to develop further 
Lancaster’s presence on the interna-
tional stage. 

“[The position is] really around 
trying to implement as far as possible 
the international agenda that is in the 
strategy,” said Bradley. “[There] was 
a feeling that international teaching 
partnerships have grown rapidly and 
that there was a need to develop these 
links with all faculties, given that a lot 
of the teaching partnership activity had 
occurred in LUMs [the Management 
school].”

The key areas Bradley wants to 
tackle are increasing the number of 
overseas undergraduates, support-
ing existing international collabora-
tive partnerships, stimulating interna-
tional research collaborations, helping 
the internationalisation of the student 
experience and raising institutional 
awareness of Lancaster’s international-
isation agenda. 

Creating links with overseas insti-
tutions and encouraging more inter-
national students to enrol is often seen 
as no more than a way for universities 
to increase their revenue. Whilst Brad-
ley agrees that diversifying income 
streams is a sensible move, he believes 

there’s more to it than just trying to 
make money.

“There is an income dimension to 
it but i wouldn’t put that as the main 
reason why we’re doing these things,” 
he said. “i think we’re doing these 
things because we want to be truly 
international and we want to enhance 
the experience of our students. it 
is developmental as well as purely 
income-generating.” 

The biggest links Lancaster has are 
its teaching partnerships, where stu-
dents study at a university in their 
home country but come out with a Lan-
caster degree. Lancaster currently has 
three such links: with sunway Univer-
sity in Malaysia, GD Goenka World 
institute in india and CoMsATs insti-
tute of information Technology in 
Pakistan. 

one of the biggest challenges is 
ensuring that a degree awarded at 
an overseas institution is academi-
cally equivalent to a degree awarded at 
Lancaster.

“This is the most difficult area and 
it’s the one that i probably spend most 
of my time discussing with colleagues,” 
said Bradley.  “if a person gets a Lan-
caster University degree at sunway, 
GD Goenka or CoMsATs, you have to 
ensure that it is equivalent to, and has 
similar standards to, a degree at Lan-
caster.  our staff also visit frequently 
and we have relationship managers 
who keep a conversation going between 
staff there and staff here, but we 
appoint external examiners [to] look at 
the schemes here, and at the schemes 
there.”

Differences in teaching methods 
between the different countries have 
led to Lancaster staff working closely 
with partner institutions to ensure 
teaching equivalence.

“Quite often partner staff teach 
large classes and focus on information 
giving, whereas at Lancaster we try and 
be more interactive,” Bradley said. “We 
try to do this by having staff develop-
ment programmes run by organisation 
and staff Development, and staff that 
are employed at Goenka and sunway 

University looks to 
expand international 
presence through 
teaching partnerships

 ● As Lancaster validates more degrees 
overseas questions begin to arise over the 
fairness of current system

 ● Beijing Foreign Studies University: 
Foundation programme, 2+2 and 
access programmes.

 ● Guandong University of Foreign 
Studies: Foundation programme, 2+2  
and access programmes.

 ● Shanghai International Studies 
University: Foundation programme.

 ● Sichuan International Studies 
University, Chongquing: Foundation 

programme.
 ● Chinese University of Hong Kong: 

2+2 and access programmes; Masters 
programmes.

 ● University of Science and Technology, 
Beijing: 2+2 and access programmes.

 ● Shanghai Jiao Tony University: MA 
programmes.

 ● Olashore International School: 
Foundation Programme.

 ● Manipal Academy of Higher Education: 
2+2 and access programmes.

 ● Singapore Polytechnic: 3+2 
programme in Music Tech.

 ● Ritsumeikan University: Dual Masters 
Programmes

 ● Princess Samaya University for 
Technology: collaborative provision 
with LUMS.

PArtner institutions

‘Whilst the University 
would prefer to offer 
joint degrees it is 
prevented from doing 
so by the University 
Statues and some 
overseas national 
governments which 
explicitly rule them out’

Countries with 
insitutions 
partnered with 
Lancaster
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Jen Day

UCAs APPLiCATioNs To Lancaster 
University have increased by 35% this 
year, from home and eU students, in 
comparison to a 4-5% rise nationally. 
This has been put down to the recent 
success in the league tables as well as 
outreach programs provided by the 
University. 

“Lancaster is now at the cutting 
edge, with a handful of universities, in 
being very much a global, research led 

institution and this is having a posi-
tive effect on our profile,” said Fred 
Binley, the Head of student recruit-
ment and outreach, who described 
the increase in applications as ‘phe-
nomenal’. He added: “The calibre of 
students we are attracting is definitely 
improving which is noticeable in the 
typical entry requirements we are 
asking for our programmes.”

Despite plans to significantly 
increase the number of international 
students on campus by 2015, Binley 
does not feel UK outreach comes 
second place. “The University is not 
neglecting UK outreach or recruit-
ment; we need a healthy complement 
of both UK and international stu-
dents to keep Lancaster a diverse and 
vibrant campus,” he said.

Lancaster’s UK student recruit-
ment and outreach program has 
developed a series of talks, workshops 
and masterclasses as well as visiting 
opportunities for schools, colleges and 
prospective students to engage with 
Lancaster. Their aim is to encour-
age students from all backgrounds to 
access higher education, particularly 
those students who come from com-
munities that are under-represented 
in higher education.

“We work with around 300 schools 
in the UK of which about 65% are in 

the North/Northwest and attend over 
100 recruitment fairs and events in 
the UK including the islands (isle of 
Man, Jersey and Guernsey). We also 
deliver 150 engaging presentations on 
workshops in schools and colleges on 
higher education and how to apply to 
university,” said Binley. 

The North/Northwest accounts 
for 50% of the students recruited to 
Lancaster. However, there has been 
an increase in the regionalisation of 
applicants, which follows the national 
trend. 

University insists 
widening participation at 
home is still important 

65%  
of schools the university works 
with are in the north/northwest

this question, stressing instead that for 
the degree to be validated by Lancas-
ter it must meet all Lancaster’s stand-
ards as well as the local institution’s 
standards.

Bradley said that whilst the Univer-
sity would prefer to offer joint degrees 
to better reflects the joint nature of the 
partnership it is prevented from doing 
so by the University statues and some 
overseas national governments which 
explicitly rule them out. Consequently, 
sunway and Comsats students on Lan-
caster programmes receive two scrolls; 
Goenka students receive just one as 
Goenka does not have degree award-
ing powers. 

“in all cases students receive one 
transcript of their final marks,” said 
Bradley. “Dual degrees are a growing 
phenomenon and are becoming more 
common with respect to taught post-
graduate programmes.”     

Bradley had previously remarked 
that although dual degrees are becom-
ing more common they are not 
standard.

What, then, is the future of links 
like these? Key target areas for the Uni-
versity are the BriC countries (Brazil, 
russia, india and China). Their appeal 
is their larger populations and rapid 
economic growth, leading to rising 
incomes and the expectation that there 
will be more demand for higher educa-
tion. There are currently talks under-
way with regards to creating new kinds 
of partnership links with universities in 

China. 
“There has been a change of law in 

China which has become more permis-
sive of overseas universities [establish-
ing] links with Chinese universities,” 
Bradley explained. “We’re talking to 
various places like south China Univer-
sity of Technology, which is a very pres-
tigious university. Those kinds of links 
will probably see the light of day in the 
not too distant future.”

A development of what would have 
been a mark two Lancaster campus in 
Kuwait has recently been shelved after 
it was decided that the required invest-
ment of £44m from the potential part-
ner institution in Kuwait would not 
represent value for money. Bradley 
emphasised that the University’s meth-
ods of forming and maintaining part-
nerships “[are] typically low cost and 
low risk operations and should be seen 
as branches of Lancaster.” 

Because of the variation in types 
of overseas projects, there is no exact 
figure for the amounts being spent, 
although Bradley insisted that it “isn’t 
a substantial amount of money, our 
partnerships do carry their costs.” The 
£44m attached to the shelved Kuwait 
project is, however, an indicator of how 
much could potentially be involved.  

With tuition fees in the UK likely 
to rise in 2012, there is also debate 
over what will happen to international 
fees, which historically have not been 
capped in the same way as UK and eU 
undergraduate fees.

Jonnie Critchley
 
As LANCAsTer CoNTiNUes to 
develop relations with GD Goenka 
World institute, LUsU involve have 
launched a programme creating rela-
tionships and opportunities for stu-
dents. A group of Lancaster stu-
dents on the Partnership for Positive 
Change initiative spent three weeks 
in Goenka in september 2010, meet-
ing students involved in the insti-
tute’s Corporate social responsibility 
society. These students volunteer in 
their local community, helping with 
the education of local children. 

Politics undergraduate oliver 
Trumble was part of the Lancaster 
delegation, and described the work of 
the Goenka volunteers, who worked 
with a local school of one-hundred-
and-twenty six children and only a 
single teacher. “it was an unbeliev-
able experience getting to know the 
children [...] who were there and 
turned up to school every day even 
though they weren’t guaranteed to be 
taught due to them only having one 
teacher,” he said.

Whilst in india the group shad-

owed volunteers. Trumble visited “a 
number of slums where we taught 
women how to make candles and dec-
orative products so that they could 
sell them to make money. We also 
visited old people who had been left 
or abandoned by their families and 
were struggling to create their own 
community.”

The hope is that this project will 
continue to prosper, allowing for 
further trips in the future. Whilst 
in india, the involve group were in 
negotiations with a number of mul-
tinational companies in order to 
acquire investment for the Corporate 

social responsibility project.  
Trumble emphasised the impor-

tance of this, seeing it as a great 
opportunity for students of both insti-
tutions. “The visit has resulted in us 
hoping to launch projects which will 
enable large numbers of Lancaster 
University students to travel to india 
and also our Malaysia campus to vol-
unteer and inspire them to become 
empathetic leaders of the future,” he 
said. “i feel that this project will be 
second to none in giving the fortunate 
students who take part in it an edge 
that other skills they adopt at univer-
sity do not provide for.”

A group of Goenka students made 
the return trip to Britain in Janu-
ary 2011, spending time in London 
as well as Lancaster. Whilst in Brit-
ain they visited Parliament and gave 
a presentation to the UK Business 
Council. 

 “i think we have the potential to 
change lives,” said Pearl Dhingra, 
one of the indian students. “Already 
we have done things like set up free 
health checks for villagers who are 
living in or close to poverty, screening 
them for common diseases.”

Union working towards positive change 
with students from Goenka campus

“The calibre of students 
we are attracting is 
definitely	improving	
which is noticeable 
in the typical entry 
requirements we 
are asking for our 
programmes.”
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erin o’reilly

sTUDeNTs LiViNG off campus 
always take the gamble that their let 
houses may not be up to the standard 
found on campus. But many choose 
to look for the new homes with recog-
nized letting companies, believing this 
will ensure a level of quality. 

every year though the lives of some 
Lancaster University students are 
made tougher as they move into their 
new student houses, and find them not 
to be up to an acceptable standard.

All of the main letting providers in 
the area have been called up in the past 
for poor service, and although this may 
not apply to all the houses they pro-
vide, for the unlucky students moving 
into houses which do not measure up, 
it can result in a lot of added stress at 
the start of the academic year. 

The main providers of student 
homes in Lancaster are Yellow Door 
Lets, and LUsU Living, the housing 
wing of the students’ Union. in addi-
tion there are also a number of private 
landlords which students use.  

one student was particularly unim-
pressed with LUsU living, describing 
how on the day they arrived in their 
new student house it “had evidently 
not been cleaned” and was in a “dis-
gusting condition”.

it took them one week to make the 
house liveable. “The fridge, oven and 
walls were all mouldy” she described, 
with the biggest problem being the 
sofas which were covered in “bright 
green mould”. The bed in the down-
stairs bedroom had also snapped in 
half.

“We cannot forgive LUsU for the 
bed as they had evidently been into the 

house over the summer to replace the 
mattresses in all four bedrooms, yet 
had neglected to replace a bed that was 
in two pieces” she explained, going on 
to say that this unacceptable condition 
was a result of “plain laziness”.

When asked how they approached 
LUsU Living in order to solve the 
problems, she explained that “firstly 
we complained to Mathew Ward [man-
ager of LUsU Living] about the sofa. 
He arrived at the house, took a look at 
the sofas and said ‘i have seen worse 
than this’, which in our opinion is a 
disgusting attitude and he should be 
ashamed. Those sofas were a health 
and safety issue.”

Another issue within the house 
was the shower screen, “which was too 
small, as water was pouring all over 
the floor” she expressed. “[We were 
told] that the screens were standard 
size in all LUsU properties and that as 
a house, we must all have been ‘show-
ering too vigorously’. We complained 
further about the screen and they still 
refused to install a shower curtain, 
until i slipped one day walking out of 
the bathroom and fell against the door 
frame, badly bruising my arm and leg 
and spraining my wrist,” she recalled.

After writing four letters of com-
plaint, one to Ward’s superior Jane-
Morgan Jones, the group received 
£200 in compensation “for the time, 
effort, and money we spent cleaning 
that house making it liveable” how-
ever, she still feels that the state of the 
house, and the lack of assistance, is “an 
insult.”

When asked what he thought 

about the cleanliness in LUsU Liv-
ing’s properties, Ward commented 
that it “is inevitable a few properties 
will not meet the expectations of the in 
going tenants. LUsU Living currently 
manage over 250 properties in town 
and receive very few call backs annu-
ally in respect of summer cleans. How-
ever, we are always looking to develop 
our services and improve our tenant 
support, and are therefore introducing 
a regular cleaning service for all our 
shared LUsU Let properties 2011/12”. 
He believes that this additional clean-
ing service will deal with any of the out-
standing cleanliness issues “left over 

the summer”.
LUsU Living, however, was not the 

only housing company to receive com-
plaints. second year furness student, 
Hannah Gray, found housing with 
Yellow Door Lets but was not pleased 
by the state of her house on moving 
in day. “We came up in the summer 
to look at the house and then emailed 
them a list of things that needed to be 
done, such as the fact that there were 
no curtains or a broken TV Ariel,” she 
explained.  “We were annoyed because 
they had two months to sort out the 
issues, and nothing had been done.”

After being patient and sending 

 ● As demand for off campus accommodation 
grows, student letting companies find it 
hard to keep up standards

Students feel let 
down by local 
letting agents

“PLAY by the rules, but 
be ferocious” 
- Phil Knight 

FRIDAY WEEK 3
ENTRY £3 B4 MIDNIGHT • DOORS: 10.30PM 

FRIDAY WEEK 3
ENTRY £3 B4 MIDNIGHT • DOORS: 10.30PM 

retro arcade 
retro arcade games night...

games night......prepare to have your space invaded!invaded!
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occasional email reminders, she and 
her housemates “eventually went in 
to the offi ce and got a bit angry; after 
that they were great. Various men 
came round to sort various problems 
and within days everything was sorted. 
They were very apologetic about it all, 
we mentioned that we had been wait-
ing ages for anything to be done, to 
which they apologised and said that 
the email over the summer must have 
got lost somehow. since then they’ve 
been helpful and profi cient, even 
replacing our washing machine imme-
diately after it broke.”

When asked how they tend to deal 

with complaints like these, Kathryn 
Waterworth, the lettings manager at 
Yellow Door Lets, said: “summer is 
most defi nitely our busiest period at 
Yellow Door Lets, the biggest problems 
we often face is when tenants leave the 
house without thoroughly cleaning or 
notifying us of any maintenance prob-
lems. Therefore the new tenants enter 
properties that are sometimes not 
entirely perfect.

“However to compensate for this 
students pay half rent during 10 weeks 
over summer on the understanding 
that this is when some maintenance 
work may need to be carried out, but 
the tenants are still entitled to live 
there”. 

Waterworth went on to assure 
that “We strive to do the very best 
to improve all our houses and often 
depend on students to tell us how they 
feel their house can be improved. As 
you can imagine with over 70 houses 
the opinions of those students living in 
the houses are most valuable.”

Another student, Jenni Nowell, 
found accommodation with an inde-
pendent housing company called Arm-
strong Properties. Upon moving day, 
things did not go as expected, arriv-
ing to a house “that was quite frankly 
in shambles” said Nowell. “There were 
countless things wrong with the prop-
erty” she continued, “including damp 
walls, a broken front door, no hot 
water, and carpets that smelt com-
pletely unhygienic. The bin had not 
been emptied all summer and was 
full of maggots, and the garden was so 
overgrown we couldn’t even get to our 

back door”.
Nowell and her housemates got 

onto the landlord immediately. “Unfor-
tunately he is based in the isle of Man” 
she explained, “and he claimed that he 
had absolutely no idea that the prop-
erty was in this state. After that he sent 

round contract cleaners, electricians, 
and plumbers to replace or fi x any-
thing that was broken, even getting us 
a new boiler and washing machine.” 
Nowell went on to express that “it did 
take some time, and countless emails, 
before everything got sorted; but it’s all 
fi ne now and we are very happy in our 
student home.”

A second year student who cur-
rently lives in Chancellor’s Wharf, 
which he describes as “fantastic”, had 
trouble with LUsU Living when look-
ing for a house of six for the 2011-2012 
academic year. 

LUsU Living insisted that they 
had no houses left for six people, leav-
ing the group to look for two houses 

of three instead. “As it happens, they 
were talking about their property 
bank, not LUsU approved landlords” 
he explained. “i think it’s important to 
let people know about the LUSU affi l-
iated landlords. While they’re listed 
on the site, you have to really look for 
them, and they’re not presented to you 
easily.”

Ward commented on this particu-
lar issue, explaining that “in previous 
years students had complained that 
private adverts being listed with LUsU 
listings created an element of confu-
sion” which the landlords were also 
unhappy with as the single list “gave 
priority to our managed LUsU Let 
homes”, leading to the creation of sep-
arate lists. Ward went on to say that “it 
is now LUsU’s intention to provide a 
private housing list through the main 
LUsU website, rather than the LUsU 
Living site, to avoid any further misun-
derstandings or complaints.”

Ward explained that “LUsU Living 
experienced unprecedented demand 
for our undergraduate properties this 
year and this inevitably lead to some 
confl ict in those instances where a 
number of groups of potential house-
mates were interested in the same 
property” thus leading to some groups 
missing out on certain properties. The 
high demand for viewings and leases 
“put stress on our standard letting pro-
cesses [in a minority of cases]” he went 
on, which “obviously caused prob-
lems for the housing team, particu-
larly those answering the phones in the 
offi ce, as we sought to ensure each let-
ting was fair and appropriate.”

“in all honesty, i’m left with mixed 
feelings about LUsU Living” he went 
on to say. “i think their package and 
cost is fantastic, as are most of their 
properties. i just can’t help feeling that 
there’s a fair degree of greed, as well as 
administrative incompetence. i think 
they do offer a good service, but there 
is defi nite room for improvement when 
it comes to delivery.”

Despite mixed student reactions 
and experiences, LUsU Living won the 
LUsU Team of the Year Award recently 
after the housing crisis at the start of 
this academic year. As was reported in 
an issue of sCAN in Michaelmas 2010, 
twenty international students were left 
with nowhere to live and were booked 
into hotels while accommodation was 
sorted out. LUsU Living dealt with 
these issues, along with fi nding accom-
modation for the incoming students 
who went through clearing, or had 
Lancaster as their insurance choice, 
and therefore had no places within 
campus accommodation.

“The LUsU Living team worked 
tirelessly from A-level results being 
released in mid-August all the way 
through to the Christmas vacation in 
an effort to house as many Lancaster 
students as possible who would not 
otherwise had access to any accommo-
dation” Ward said, going on to express 
that “on the basis of the work put in 
and the number of students accom-
modated the LUsU Team of the Year 
Award was fully deserved and i am 
proud of my teams continuing efforts 
to manage a record number of LUsU 
Let bed spaces.” 

‘The biggest 
problems we 
often face is when 
tenants leave the 
house without 
thoroughly cleaning 
or notifying us of 
any maintenance 
problems.’ The SU’s Living has come 

under criticism, has have 
other letting agents
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return of former sU Presidents 
sparks bitter battle of legacies

Charlotte urban
News Editor

UNiVersiTY CoUrT, THe highest 
meeting of the University, took place 
on saturday, Week Two. Court exists 
to give all the stakeholders of the Uni-
versity a chance to question and exam-
ine its running. The Chancellor, Vice 
Chancellor and members of Univer-
sity senior Management all sit on it. 
Graduates and high profile members of 
the local community also attend, as do 
officers of the Students’ Union.  

in previous years University Court 
has acted as a stage for students, usu-
ally organised by the students’ Union, 
to voice their discontent with the Uni-
versity. Last year resulted in a pro-
test of around 250 people gathering 
outside George fox where Court took 
place, wearing masks of Vice Chancel-
lor Paul Wellings in defiance against 
the forthcoming rise in fees. The year 
before protests were held over the col-

lege bars.
However, this year no protest was 

held, with the students’ Union opting 
to organise a last minute showcase of 
the talents of the University. The Brass 
Band society and Dance society were 
amongst the societies invited to dis-
play the abilities of students at the Uni-
versity, however the only society who 
showed up on the day were the fenc-
ing Club, who demonstrated their tal-
ents to the attendees of Court. 

sophie Baggs, President of the 
fencing Club said she wanted to “pro-
mote fencing throughout the univer-
sity”. Baggs also said that she wanted to 
appear at University Court in the hope 
that a display of the fencing Club’s tal-
ents would encourage the University to 
increase the club’s funding, and give 
them more space for practising. 

Matt Windsor, LUsU’s Vice Presi-
dent (finance, events, Democracy and 
societies) was one of the attendees at 
Court. When asked about why there 

been proposed by people who are not 
here or who are not aware of the situa-
tion at Lancaster. We have won signif-
icant gains for representation with the 
University which are not recognised 
by this motion, and which we stand to 
endanger by bringing in more groups 
with lower student representation 
than i have come to expect. Lancaster 
students deserve more than what this 
motion has to bring”. 

When asked to explain how the 
passing of this motion would endan-
ger existing relationships between 
LUsU and the University, Pickles 
responded: 

“People would have started to 
close down current groups in favour 
of this one, and there are more stu-
dents on the current groups than the 
one proposed. We like to see mini-
mum 40% student representation on 
every committee. This motion, pro-
posed by former student leaders, only 
saw 20% guaranteed student repre-
sentation, which is fundamentally not 
enough. 

“There are a number of informal 
channels of communication that exist 
at the moment, between students and 
management, which are extremely 
productive, but it is extremely clear 
that this motion would have created 
an alternate system of communica-
tion which would have seen students 
pushed out of the frame [...] by every-
body involved.”

 Payne, however, felt he could shed 
some light on why Pickles may hold 
this fear.

 “i can tell you that i have had con-
versations with the current students’ 
Union President, where it was iter-
ated that conversations had taken 
place with the University, where there 
were suggestions that student support 
for this motion wouldn’t be looked on 
as favourable by the University [...] 
that came from the current students’ 
Union President to me, in a call made 
to me”, he explained.

 Many remarked on the lack of stu-
dent officer input in Court, with Full 
Time Officers being the only ones to 
speak up. it was also felt by the propos-

ers of the motion, that the lack of cor-
respondence over the motion before 
Court maybe led to its downfall.

 “i think it’s a very sad indictment 
that students’ Union representatives 
didn’t come forward in a constructive 
way - as i would have done in that sit-
uation - to suggest changes, but rather 
waited to make some cheap remarks, 
i think, in University Court. it’s very 
easy to get a clap at University Court, 
and I think we have to reflect that in 
two years time, when fees go up, stu-
dents will be asking what their stu-
dents’ Union did at the time to make 
sure these issues were on the agenda”, 
said Payne. 

He continued, however, focusing 
on the future for LUsU and its rela-
tionship with the University: “The 
students’ Union has this brilliant tool 
at its disposal, where the relation-
ship with the University is reset every 
year when new officers are elected. 
obviously those elections are coming 
around very soon and i look forward 
to seeing what view the students’ 
Union takes after those elections.”

Collette Mccolgan
Assistant Editor

forMer LUsU PresiDeNTs 
Michael Payne and Tim roca sec-
onded a controversial motion pro-
posed by Alan Whitaker, who was 
previously a Pro Vice Chancellor 
and president of Lancaster Univer-
sity’s University and Colleges Union 
(UCU).

 This motion sought to create a 
working group of University Court 
that would “examine the impact 
for Lancaster of the new fees level 
and funding model for Higher edu-
cation” and “assess the changing 
expectations of students as a result 
of a substantial increase in tuition 
fees”. it would be made up of only 
nine people – one current student, 
one LUSU officer, one future stu-
dent from a sixth form college, one 
member of academic staff, and five 
members of Court. 

The group would focus on three 
main areas: services, finance and 
governance.

Whitaker spoke in favour of the 
motion in the Court meeting, and 
explained his reasons for proposing 
it to sCAN beforehand. 

“My motivation was to make use 
of the wide ranging experience and 
expertise which is to be found in the 

Court membership as we enter very 
uncertain times. i’ve long felt that the 
University doesn’t do this as often as 
it might”, he said. 

speaking on why he felt the sug-
gested focus areas of the group were 
important, he said: “i think they are 
significant in themselves and likely to 
become even more so as we enter a 
much more difficult funding regime. 
i would also add a fourth for consid-
eration and that is widening partici-
pation and fair access.  if the Univer-
sity is to remain successful, i believe 
that continued open engagement 
with students and staff is vital, as are 
the principles of transparency and 
accountability in the decisions which 
will need to be taken.”

roca also explained his reason-
ing for supporting the motion: “This 
year has probably been the most 
momentous year for Higher edu-
cation since the 1950s, in terms of 
funding and the issues that have 
been raised. The Court is an oppor-
tunity for people who have got an 
interest in the University, and have 
been involved in it, and care about 
it, to convey their opinion”. 

Despite the controversy of the 
past week, and the well-known 
nature of it, the motion did not pass 
at a vote in Court, with the majority 
being an estimated 60-40 against. 

speaking after Court, Payne said: 
“A vote in Court is a vote in Court. 
everybody has a right to their opin-
ion, and that’s certainly what hap-
pened, and that’s what proposers 
and seconders want to see. some 
very interesting points were raised - 

i think there is a worrying consen-
sus around accepting the market 
in Higher education, which if you 
stressed with students, i’m not sure 
they would agree”.

roca concurred with this opin-
ion. “There does appear to have been 
an orchestrated response by the 
University, which was quite defen-
sive. That’s unfortunate, because the 
motion was never intended to attack 
anybody, and there was a genuine 
clash of ideas and i’m particularly 
proud that someone of the standing 
of Lord Judd supported the motion 
and that makes me feel more confi-
dent about the fact that i supported it 
in the first place”.

robbie Pickles, LUsU President, 
had opposed the motion and spoke 
against it in University Court. 

“This is fundamentally a victory 
for every single student at Lancaster 
University. By continuing with the 
current relationship we have with the 
University, we will be able to secure 
significant wins for students on 
space for societies and sports clubs, 
on funding future international part-
nerships with other institutions and 
on more money for real projects that 
matter for students”, he said. 

He added: “The motion was 
fundamentally creating a differ-
ent system of governance within 
this University which would have 
seen student representation plum-
met from the current situation. Less 
officers, and less ordinary students 
represented on committees than 
we would have seen in the present 
situation”.

ContinueD FroM Front PAge

Tuition fees group motion 
turned down by Court
 ● students’ Union 
President speaks 
against 

fencing demo ousts 
‘appalling taste’ of 
last year
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Lizzie houghton
Charlotte urban

iNsiDe CoUrT THe emphasis 
coming from both the University and 
the students’ Union was that a grown 
up dialogue between the two was the 
way forward. 

Pickles, giving the annual report 
from the students’ Union President, 
told the room that Higher education 
had into a new world, and that this new 
world needed a new mindset for Uni-
versity and Union’s to provide the best 
opportunities for students. 

“i am here today to talk about 
choices,” he began. “i want to talk to 
you about how the position of the stu-
dent has changed, how the importance 
of their voice has changed, and how, 
as a direct result of this, the University 
and the Union need to make the right 
choices to ensure the talented continue 
to be drawn to Lancaster.” 

The inertia the Union had had to 
fi ght against for years could continue 
no longer, according to Pickles. “it 
seems there are three approaches to 
poor consultion: inertia on issues in the 
long term, inertia on issues in the short 
term, and exclusion from the discus-

sion of issues altogether. Where is the 
choice, in this? When students begin to 
pay £9,000 tuition fees and the sector 
‘marketises’ these approaches to the 
learner voice will not only be unaccep-
table, they will be suicidal for institu-
tions, especially those with continuing 
aspirations for the top ten.”

Pickles commented that the “status 
quo relationship” between the student, 
University and Union could no longer 
hold up in a marketised education 
system, and that this “where we need 
to work with the University to struc-
ture our new relationship, so we can 
defend the teacher/learner principle 
while respecting the fi nancial commit-
ment students have made.” 

Merely perpetuating the “status quo 
of antagonism” would be easy, accord-
ing to the Pickles, and the student’s 
Union has chosen to do better. “ We 
fundamentally believe that it is about 
setting aside our past ways of behaving 
and tackling the challenges ahead with 
the University and Union working in 
coalition, yes, to ensure the success of 
the institution.”

He fi nished: “We stand now at a 
fork in the road; either we choose to 
accept the situation imposed upon 
us and start adapting and behav-
ing accordingly, and immediately, 
or we choose, together, to follow our 
old habits and practices whilst they 
become increasingly less relevant and 
less representative.”

Afterwards, Professor Bob McK-
indley, Deputy Vice Chancellor said 
Pickles’ speech was “impressive and 
courageous”. 

Pete Macmillan, LUsU Vice Presi-
dent (equality, Welfare and Diversity) 
said Pickles speech had “some very 

good aspects, and i think he answered 
his questions very well”. 

one academic put it to Pickles that 
in a commercialised Higher educa-
tion system additional stress will be put 
on tutors to deliver. Pickles responded 
by acknowledging that the students’ 
Union appreciated that higher fees 
does not mean a higher level of edu-
cation. He emphasised that students 
won’t be looking for more from aca-
demic staff, but at what else will they 
be getting from the £9,000 a year pack-
age, such as hidden course costs, sports 
centre membership and rent. 

But it was the question by last year’s 
Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Can-
didate, stuart Langhorn, that produced 
the strongest response from Pickles, 
and the room. 

Langhorn, a religious studies 
teacher in a Morecambe secondary 
school, challenged the students’ Union 
on its position on fees and the education 
maintenance allowance, and his belief 
that the Union had not been clear over 
this. His students, he claimed, were not 
applying to go to university because the 
“students’ Union had told them they 
will not be able to afford it”.  

Pickles fi rst pointed out the differ-
ence between the National Union of 
students and LUsU, before launch-
ing into a scathing rebuff of the ques-
tioner’s party: “i think when you say 
that the students’ Union doesn’t have 
a clear policy, I fi nd that very slightly 
hypocritical: i think most students 
struggle to work out what the Liberal 
Democract’s polices are.” 

it was a response that drew laughter 
from most of the room. Taking a more 
serious point, Pickles said he “genu-
inely don’t believe that any students 
will be better off under any of this gov-
ernment’s proposals”.

A motion by former Pro Vice Chan-
cellor (Colleges and student experi-
ence), Alan Whittaker, followed the 
President’s speech. Whittaker pro-
posed to set up a working group of 
Court to examine the fees increase. 
Though the motion was seconded by 
the two former LUsU Presidents, Pick-
les spoke against it and the motion 
failed to pass. 

speaking on the success of Court 
afterwards Pickles said: “This year’s 
Court was absolutely fantastic. i think 
the University and the students’ Union 
have signalled a clear-step change in 
their relationship, working together for 
the future for the best interest of stu-
dents at Lancaster University. i think 
it’s been a really positive Court with a 
lot of very good discussion and i think 
it’s been a good Court for students.”

sir Christian Bonnington com-
mented on Court and said: “i think it 
was a really good court meeting.” He 
went on to say: “it’s important that the 
University and the students’ Union are 
working together because after all, the 
students’ Union does need to robustly 
express its needs”. 

He added: “There are disagree-
ments which should be dealt with in 
a rational way and it’s doing that now 
and i think the student body is happy 
with it.” finally he commented on Pick-
les’ speech, saying it was “fi rst rate”. 

President says University 
and Union must adapt to 
‘new world’

“The University and the 
Union need to make the 
right choices”

was a showcase in place of a protest, 
Windsor said: “rather than protesting 
outside for no real purpose, we’ve actu-
ally decided to start showing off what 
Lancaster groups actually do.” 

When asked about the fact that 
only one society attended the showcase 
Windsor said: “They [other societies] 
have got other performances to do and 
they’ve got to rehearse for them”. 

Tim roca, LUsU President 2007-
2008 said he was surprised not to see a 
protest, considering it is “the year that 
tuition fees were effectively trebled […] 
i think it’s odd this year there aren’t”. 
roca went on to say, “then again, the 
issue is gone”. 

When asked whether the showcase 
or a protest would have been a more 
effective way of communicating views 
to the University Matt saint, LUsU 
Liberation Cross Campus Offi cer said: 
“i’m not entirely sure what would be 
more effective. i think [protests] rile 
people up sometimes and that can be 
not a very good thing. But if we see 
what students are actually doing...
demonstration’s a good thing”. 

in terms of protests, he said the 
student’s Union “seem on the whole to 
have gone for a different tact”. 

robbie Pickles, LUsU President 
who also attended Court, commented 
on hosting a showcase which only 
demonstrated the talents of one soci-
ety, saying that LUsU “organised this 
at very short notice. We only had the 

idea on Monday [Week Two]”. 
He added that LUsU “asked a 

number of others” and they “were will-
ing to come, they just couldn’t”. 

Asked whether he believed a pro-

test or a showcase was a more effective 
means of getting through to the Uni-
versity, Pickles said: “There’s merits 
to both. There are two types of dem-
onstration as far as i’m concerned 
and we’ve shown both over the last 
two years but we had a demonstration 
last year, we had a demonstration the 
year before which was a protest. They 
were great. But this year, it’s time for 
a new formula. We do another protest, 
people stop listening. i think this form 
of demonstration, a demonstration of 
our talents and skills and why we’re 
important is just as good as a protest, 
if not better.” 

Lancaster’s Chancellor, sir Chris-
tian Bonnington began his introduc-
tion to Court by commenting on how 
he felt the fencing demonstration was 
a vast improvement on the protests of 
previous years, particularly last year’s 
protest which he described as being in 
“appalling taste”.

Michael Payne, LUsU President 
2008-10 responded saying: “The Chan-
cellor opened by saying he thought it 
was poor in taste, the protest last year - 
the silent protest, the respectful protest 
- and let me just say one thing categor-
ically: i think it’s quite appalling that 
issues students chose to raise were not 
discussed, and i think it’s quite appall-
ing, to coin a phrase, that a Chancel-
lor would make such comments about 
students who have every right to voice 
their opinion.”

Photo by Chris Osborn

Faces past and present. 
From the left; Time Roca, LUSU 
President 07-08; Robbie Pickles, 

current LUSU President; Michael 
Payne, LUSU President 08-10. 

Photos by Chris Osborn
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Lancaster Teaching Award
R e c o g n i s i n g  e x c e l l e n c e  i n  t e a c h i n g  a t  L a n c a s t e r  U n i v e r s i t y

What Happens next?

All nominations will be collected from throughout the term and a shortlist of nominations will be created. From this, a 

representative panel shall decide on the winning nomination; they may want more information which is why putting down 

your email address is important.  If your nomination is successful, contact email will also be useful so we can  

invite you to the award presentation in June.

1: How has the teacher engaged you with your subject

 .........................................................................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

2: How has the teacher inspired you as a learner?

 .........................................................................................................................................................................................

 .........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

3: How would you describe being in this teacher’s class?

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

4: Why do you believe this teacher should be given the award?

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................

..........................................................................................................................................................................................
 

5: Hand me in at the front desk in the Students’ Union Building.

Name of Lecturer ...............................................................................................................................................................

Department of Lecturer ......................................................................................................................................................

Your Email Address (required) .............................................................................................................................................

This award is looking for teachers who go above and beyond what you would normally expect. They 

should have an exceptional impact on you and your fellow students’ learning. Your nomination should 

clearly evidence and demonstrate how this has been achieved. All questions must be answered.

Uni and Union launch 
new teaching award
Yasmin spracklan

A NeW £1,000 Teaching Award is 
being introduced at Lancaster Univer-
sity in partnership with LUsU. 

The annual Teaching Award allows 
students, who feel particularly inspired 
by a tutor or lecturer, to nominate them 
for a £1,000 award. students have pre-
viously lacked the opportunity to pub-
licly express gratitude or acknowledge 
their teachers’ efforts on a campus-
wide scale. The Teaching Award is rec-
ognition from the university, of staff 
members’ teaching excellence. 

Pro Vice Chancellor (Colleges 
and student experience), Profes-
sor Amanda Chetwynd, said: “There’s 
strong emphasis on good teaching at 
Lancaster and this is the fi rst opportu-
nity for students to nominate teachers 

who have inspired them.”
The Teaching Award aims to benefi t 

both teachers and students at Lancaster 
University. LUsU Vice President (Aca-
demic), robin Hughes, explained “the 
benefi t for students is that this is fi nally 
an award for staff which they have own-
ership and input into; the benefi t for 
lecturers is fi rst and foremost the rec-
ognition from their students – some-
thing which is very valued”. The Award 
has also been designed to encourage 
best practice, ensuring that students 
receive the best from their teachers.

Nominations can be made through-
out the Lent term by fi lling out a nomi-
nation form which can be obtained from 
the Learning Zone, the students’ Union 
or the students’ Union’s website , and 
must be submitted at the front desk in 
the students’ Union building. students 

must describe the impact the nominee 
has had on their learning and provide 
evidence of how this has been achieved. 
Nominations will then be considered by 
a panel inclusive of students, academ-
ics, and representatives from LUsU and 
the prize will be awarded at a celebra-
tion ceremony in June. 

Hughes added: “i hope this builds 
year on year to be really popular and 
we see large swathes of nominations. 
The response from students has cer-
tainly been one of being excited to be 
able to formally recognize individu-
als that have been important to their 
time at Lancaster. so much so for me 
that after setting this up, i felt the need 
to email some of the teachers i’ve been 
lucky enough to have in my time here; 
i hope that lots of students will feel the 
same way.”

Ryan Merrifi eld

THe WeDNesDAY AfTerNooNs 
off policy for Lancaster students has 
recently been breached by various 
departments across the university, 
meaning many sports teams and soci-
eties have been suffering.

Wednesday afternoons are sup-
posed to be kept free of seminars and 
lectures to give students time to take 
part in extra-curricular activities, 
which are generally scheduled in this 
time slot. However, despite the policy 
being traditionally honoured from both 
sides there is no offi cial document stat-
ing as such and many departments 
have been able to manoeuvre around it 
without facing consequences.

LUsU Vice President (sports). Marc 
Handley said: “from a sporting per-
spective, this Wednesday afternoon 
issue is quite frankly crippling some 
of our strongest teams, as players are 
simply not allowed to play due to aca-
demic commitments.”

The breach of this policy has meant 
many sports teams and societies have 
recently seen a reduction in numbers 
of players and members. in some cases 
sports players have been granted per-
mission to miss seminars in order to 
participate in matches, and make up for 
the work in their own time, only then to 
be informed at the last minute that this 
will not be possible.

Handley cited several examples of 
those who have suffered including a 
team captain who has been “unable 
to play in vital away games this term 
due to the timetabling of his degree 
being placed directly on Wednesday 
afternoons”.

Handley added: “People are being 
restricted to just how much partic-
ipation they get for their member-
ship fee, which is something the uni-
versity should not be dictating to its 
students.”

Third year Lancaster Criminology 
student Lesia strilecki has a seminar 
scheduled at 3pm on a Wednesday and 
was told by her department that this 

could not be changed. she said: “They 
told us early on in the term that if we 
were in a society or club and wanted 
to move that there would be issues 
because the seminar that was at the 
12-1pm time slot on a Wednesday was 
already full so no moving around could 
be made.”

strilecki added: “There will always 
be people who get the short straw with 
regards to poor time slots of semi-
nars and lectures but from when I fi rst 
arrived at Lancaster University it was 
stressed that Wednesday afternoon was 
for sport and recreation only.”

Handley recognised that academic 
commitments must come fi rst for 
any student, however, he said: “What 
departments don’t seem to realise is 
that a degree on its own simply isn’t 
good enough in the competitive grad-
uate job markets that are out there. 
employers want more. They want to 
see that the individual is more than 
just a 1st, 2:1 or 2:2, but a real person, 
with real skills. And some of these key 
life skills are gained by the work done 
by the members of our sports clubs and 
societies.”

Indeed, recent fi gures show that 
the graduate job market continues 
to become more competitive every 
year, despite the recession and fund-
ing cuts. The website Graduate-Jobs.
com reported that the “number of stu-
dents graduating from university in 
the UK rose by 5% last year”. This has 
come on the back of reports that uni-
versities have been turning away record 
numbers of applicants because they are 
too full. The Guardian reported that 
around 160,000 applicants missed out 
on places in 2010.

The issue has been raised with the 
relevant bodies, including Vice Chan-
cellor (Colleges and student experi-
ence), Amanda Chetwynd and Handley 
remained hopeful of a positive out-
come. However, he did stress that “we 
need to know as many people as pos-
sible who are affected by this issue, 
regardless of if they play for a sport club 
or not. The problem is much larger.”

Departments continues 
to breach Wednesday 
afternoons off

Photo by Ben Robins



Firstly let me begin by saying a 
massive welcome back or, if this is 
your fi rst term here in Lancaster - 
welcome to Lancaster! Lancaster 
is a vibrant University City rich 
in cultural heritage. Throughout 
the next few pages I will try and 
highlight some of the best bits 
of Lancaster as our lively City 
has a wealth of entertainment 
available - providing you know 
where to look! 

Stroll through the pedestrianised 
city centre, browsing boutique 
shops and high street stores, and 
stop off for coffee at one of the 
popular coffee shops or cafés. 
Quite Simply Food, situated on 
moor lane, is an urban eating 
space, delicatessen and outside 
catering service that will simply 
leave you with a lovely feeling 
in your tummy. A long-standing 
favourite with students! If 
shopping is more your thing, 
make sure you visit Market Gate 
shopping centre. It provides 

24-hour pedestrian access 
through covered walkways with 
30+ shops and the Market Hall. 
Key stores such as HMV and 
New Look trade alongside local 
independents including Rachel 
Anne hairdressers and the 
Yummy Cup Cake Company. 

For the ultimate Sunday lunch 
The Plough is a fi rm favourite 
with students. Located on the 
main road in Galgate, close the 
university and serving locally 
sourced produce ranging from 
classic pub favourites to more 
exotic and exciting dishes, 
there’s always something on the 
menu to tempt you.  If it’s summer 
then relax in lovely landscaped 
gardens, in the colder months 
you can snuggle up to the 
crackling log fi re – perfection! 
Offering a fantastic 20% off main 
meals exclusively for Purple 
card holders, the Plough offers 
amazing quality at affordable 
prices.

A RE-INTRODUCTION 
TO LANCASTER

Moor Lane, Lancaster www.quitesimplyfood.co.uk Tel: 01524 34916
Gourmet Burger Night - £9.95 Wed & Thu

Beat the Clock Tue-Sat - Eat from 5pm for £5Fantastic Breakfasts - Lovely LunchesUrban Eating Space in the Heart of Lancaster

ADVERTISING FEATURE • ADVERTISING FEATURE • ADVERTISING FEATURE • ADVERTISING FEATURE • ADVERTISING FEATURE • ADVERTISING FEATURE • ADVERTISING FEATURE



Lancaster's past comes to life 
through its castle and museums, 
where you can explore the history 
of the city - from its grim stories of 
witches and murderers to its rich 
industrial and cultural history. 

A walk along St George's Quay 
will blow away the cobwebs – why 
not stop in at Quite Simply French, 
one of the most well known and 
loved Lancaster restaurants, 
serving fresh seasonal food 
every day. A place for big parties 
and romantic dinners - perfect for 
that Valentine's treat! With the 
ever-changing seasonal menus 
of simply prepared, French 
infl uenced, food and drink, Quite 
Simply French is perfect for that 
special celebration. Whilst down 
at the Quay, why not stop and 
visit the Maritime Museum to 
explore Lancaster's maritime 
history - there are plenty of 
hands-on exhibits for the child in 
you! This now peaceful stretch of 
the river would once have bustled 
with ship building activity and the 
loading and unloading of goods. 

There is now an ever-changing 
view across the river with the 
ebb and fl ow of the tide and the 
presence of the bird life which 
lives along its banks.

Up the hill lies Williamson Park 
with its Butterfl y House and 
Ashton Memorial - the green-
domed folly visible from many 
points in and around Lancaster. 
The refurbished ornamental lake 
allows visitors to enjoy the water 
features of the park as they were 
intended. A footpath follows the 
Lake as it winds its way from the 
tranquil glade of the Waterfall, 
past the fountain and under the 
stone bridge.

If you are more of an evening 
person - Lancaster's nightlife 
buzzes with live music, 
contemporary theatre and fi lm, 
and delicious food and drink. 
Invite family and friends to stay 
in one of the modern hotels or 
boutique guest houses and enjoy 
all there is to experience!

Tel: 01524 555767 • Mob: 07939 594717
simon@keystartdrivingschool.co.uk

EXCELLENT STUDENT 
DISCOUNTS

LEARN TO DRIVE (ALL LEVELS)

CONTINUE YOUR LEARNING

PASS PLUS & INTENSIVE 
COURSES

BLOCK BOOK DISCOUNTS

EXCELLENT STUDENT 
DISCOUNTS

Theory & Hazard Test

Practical Test

FREE Starter Pack - Full help with all aspects 
of your driving

Regain Your Confi dence to Pass - Full help 
& support all the way to your test

Motorway Lessons & PassPlus® Courses®

Passed!

St Georges Quay, Lancaster www.quitesimplyfrench.co.uk Tel: 01524 843199Go online to view all our GREAT OFFERS!
Inc 50% Discount on our Early Bird Offer!Free Bottle of Wine Each – Sunday & Monday Evening!Funky French Cuisine in a Quay Location
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A RE-INTRODUCTION TO LANCASTER
As I'm sure you are all aware 
(probably due to constant 
‘hints’ from your partner or the 
sea of red and pink fl uff which 
appears to have taken over all 
card shops!) Valentine’s Day 
is just 2 weeks away and fast 
approaching. Panicking over the 
present yet? Does the thought 
of trying to fi nd that perfect gift 
being you out in a cold sweat? 
Well, never fear - your prayers 
have been answered in the form 
of Unbox! Unbox is one of the 
newest boutique stores to have 
opened within Lancaster and 
hosts a quirky, unique collection 
of the coolest cards, funky home 
accessories, bang on trend 
jewellery and gifts with an urban 
edge. With an impressive mix of 
national and international brands, 
including cutting edge designers 
Suck UK and fashion jewellery 
from hot designer Martine Wester, 
Unbox is the place to fi nd that 
perfect and unique Valentines’ 
gift. And, if that wasn’t enough for 
you, fl ash your little bit of Purple 

plastic and get a fantastic 10% of! 
See – we are useful!

On the subject of the Purple card 
and its many uses – those lovely 
people over at Preston North End 
FC have agreed to give us 2for1 
tickets to most of their games! 
The fi rst game this is available for 
is PNE vs. Queens Park Rangers 
on Saturday 19th February. Keep 
an eye on SCAN and the weekly 
Purple card email for details 
of all games where this offer is 
available. £10 tickets for Bolton 
Wanderers games are also 
available (usually £35) so if you 
would like further information on 
this just come into LUSU and ask 
for Louise!

Whether you’re going out for 
a meal, having your hair cut or 
even getting the bus – the Purple 
card is the little piece of plastic 
you don’t want to be without. It’s 
accepted anywhere that does 
student discount and now you 
can double it up with Pocket 
Lancaster (pocket.lusu.co.uk) so 
you never miss an offer.

are you yet?
get your card online now!

card.lusu.co.uk
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Lancaster University is 
approaching its 50th anniversary 
with a world-class reputation 
as a centre for excellence 
in teaching, scholarship and 
research. Currently ranked as a 
top 10 UK university and in the 
top 125 universities in the world, 
Lancaster continues to sustain 
its reputation for teaching 
and research excellence both 
nationally and internationally. The 
University offers a wide variety 
of activities and entertainment 
to make your time at Lancaster 
as enjoyable as possible. 
Throughout February the Sports 
Centre are offering Student 
Premier Memberships for just 
£85 to help you fulfi ll those pesky 
(and in my case forgotten!) new 
year’s resolutions and get in 
shape for 2011!

Lancaster Institute for the 
Contemporary Arts (LICA) 
encompasses Lancaster’s 
teaching and research activities 
in Art, Design, Film Studies, 

Music and Theatre Studies. 
Lancaster International Concert 
Series, the Peter Scott Gallery 
and the Nuffi eld Theatre bring a 
wealth of UK and international 
artists of the highest calibre to 
Lancaster every year in public 
programmes of professional 
theatre, dance, exhibitions and 
concerts. Music events include 
the likes of Opera North and the 
BBC Philharmonic, plus a range 
of unique webcast concerts 
viewable worldwide.

Situated on the edge of campus, 
Lancaster House Hotel offers 
4 star accommodation along 
with its leisure club and award 
winning restaurant. The perfect 
location for visiting family and 
friends to stay, all Lancaster 
University students are eligible 
to receive the Unite membership 
card which gives you access to 
10% off meals and exclusive 
accommodation deals.

AUTO REPAIRS

Bailrigg Service Station, Tower Avenue

Telephone (01524) 846684 • www.annhelme.co.uk

• Large selection of cars 
• Insurance included
• No mileage charge

• Daily rates available 

• MOT 
• Servicing 
•Repairs

MINIBUS & CARHIRE

£10.00 off an interim service or £20.00 off a full service, on production of this advert

Lancaster University

Sports
Centre

During February we are 
offering Student Premier 
Memberships for 

ONLY £85 
The Premier Membership includes:
UNLIMITED use of the Sports Centre facilities
*Excluding sunbeds and classes. Offer expires on 31/7/2011
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Learning Zone invests in iPad loan system

infoLab release new app to encourage 
child protection online

South-west 
campus shop 
on cards
Zoe haynes

soUTH-WesT CAMPUs CoULD be 
getting its own shop to match Cen-
tral, to alleviate students’ journeys 
onto main campus, according to cur-
rent plans.

The basis of the shop, according to 
LUsU president robbie Pickles, is “not 
the students’ Union trying to make 
more money, it is whether we can pro-
vide a small service for people living 
on south-west campus”. The service 
would include the basics such as bread 
and milk, but will most probably not 
be the same size as Central or offer as 
much variety.

“exactly half of the students on 
campus live on south-west campus, so 
for there not be any provision on south-
west campus is an absolutely travesty” 
Pickles later said. south-west campus 
was originally developed in 2002 as a 
separate mini campus to be a student 
village, which by nature, should have 
its own provisions.  

At present the proposed shop is by 
no means definitely being built. LUSU 
and Joe Hardman, LUsU’s Business 
Developer who put the idea forward, 
has said that there is interest in look-
ing into building a shop on south-west 
campus, whether it is a shop or kiosk. 
Pickles said that at the moment it is 
just a case of “looking into the possi-
bilities”. However, it is promising that 
in a recent meeting Mark swindlehurst 
has confirmed that the idea will be 
reviewed in the retail strategy plans, 
which are due to start in february 
and to be completed over the coming 
months.

it is unknown at the moment 
whether the shop will be built in a com-
pletely new building or placed in exist-
ing facilities. The founding idea behind 
Cartmel’s Barker House farm building 
was to create a small complex of shops 
including a post office, which has never 
come into fruition. As such it is possi-
ble that the space will be nominated for 
the shop.

Matt Power

THe LeArNiNG ZoNe, operated by 
iss, have purchased 20 Apple iPads 
which will be available to staff and stu-
dents on free loan.

The purchase of the iPads follows 
the success of the Learning Zone’s 
laptop loaning scheme, in which stu-
dents can book out laptops to work on, 
following the production of a library 
card. The new iPads are 16GB Wi-fi 
enabled models and retail at £439 plus 
VAT each.

Chris Dixon, Head of service Deliv-
ery and operations for iss, said they 
were “seeking feedback from users of 
the iPads to improve the service and 
look at any applications that may be 
useful in the future”. He went on to add 
that feedback would also help with the 

creation of their “new mobile applica-
tion which we are hoping to launch at 
easter”.

Apple launched the tablet computer 
in April 2010 and, as of December 25 
2010, the company has sold 14.79m 
units worldwide. However, users have 
reported on online forums that there 
have been some issues regarding web-
sites and personal information being 
stored on the unit. Dixon stated iss 
had “tested a full wipe of the machine 
to ensure that no user settings are left 
behind” and that they had “not uncov-
ered any issues as yet”. He added: 
“Current working practice indicates 
around two minutes for a restore fac-
tory settings.”

students’ reaction to the iPads pur-
chases have been mixed. Aran Wilkin-
son, a third year from Cartmel said: 

“iPads are a waste of money. They are 
designed for a single user and not for 
an environment where hundreds, and 
potentially thousands, of people will use 
them. They could have spent the money 
making the Learning Zone a better area 
for users with laptops”. A similar view 
was given in a recent survey carried out 
by sCAN. one undergraduate ques-
tioned: “Why are we closing the Nurse 
Unit but then getting in iPads in the 
Learning Zone? it just does not make 
any sense”.

However, one student who had pre-
viously used the laptop scheme believed 
the iPads would be a success. ryan Kill-
ingbeck, a third year student, believes 
“the Learning Zone laptop system has 
helped me out in the past and i will def-
initely try and book an iPad next time i 
am working in the space”.

Zoe haynes

A NeW APPLiCATioN has been devel-
oped for mobile devices in a bid to help 
child protection when using social net-
working sites.

The project has been completed by 
isis forensics, a Lancaster University 
spin out company based in infoLab21, 
with the support of the North-
west regional Development Agency 
(NWDA) and infoLab21’s Knowledge 
Business Centre.

These groups launched a £54,000 
research and Development project 
to develop next generation child pro-
tection technologies that will run on 
mobile phones. The project was also 
partly funded by the NWDA with a 
£34,528 Grant towards research and 
development.

in recent years, social networking 
sites have grown in popularity how-
ever they can be deemed double edged 

swords. While there is the freedom to 
access online communities, there is 
the fact that vulnerable users such as 
children are exposed to more threats. 
With mobile phone technology get-
ting better and communications con-
sisting of sMs, instant messaging and 
emailing it is no longer a case that par-
ents are easily able to supervise their 
children.

James Walkerdine of isis foren-
sics said: “We worked with parents in 
developing this application. We found 
one of the problems with other forms 
of child protection is that the child may 
feel that their parents are intruding on 
them however this technology allows 
the child to use it on their own to give 
them an idea of who they may be talk-
ing to online.”

What the app does is compare mes-
sages to a set of language profiles of 
different age groups. Certain charac-
teristics the program would pick up on 

could be the type of vocabulary used, 
the length of replies and the use of 
abbreviations such as ‘fYi’ or ‘LoL’. 
Child Defense would then indicate to 
the child an age of who they are talk-
ing with. in the studies performed by 
isis forensics using real children and 
adults posing as a child, they found 
that Child Defense was able to give rea-
sonably accurate age profiles in all sit-
uations. isis forensics intends to con-
tinue refinement of the app, and is 
seeking to achieve an overall accuracy 
of at least 90%.

Nevertheless the application has 
received some criticism from other 
bodies that are saying that it could 
lead children into believing that they 
are safe. According to the BBC, Chris 
Cloke, head of child protection said: “it 
can lull us into thinking that the child 
is safe and therefore we can move onto 
something else. i would certainly say 
that measures of this sort can be help-

ful but they need to be seen as one of 
the wider armoury we have for tackling 
child sexual abuse.”

James Walkerdine said: “Nothing 
can take the place of education and 
parental supervision when it comes to 
keeping children safe online. But with 
more and more young people accessing 
the web on mobile devices away from 
home or in the privacy of their rooms 
we think it is important to give chil-
dren as many tools as possible to pro-
tect them from harm.”

ChildLine statistics in 2009-10 
show that 1,054 children called over 
internet issues. The biggest con-
cern was bullying at 39%. 10% called 
over problems with friends and 10% 
reported sexual abuse. Most of the 
time children don’t like to divulge in 
these situations which is where Child 
Defence aims to give them a good 
chance to know who they are chatting 
with online.
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shop.lusu.co.uk

3 for £11 on selected wines & 3 
for £25 on selected cases of beer

week 3

ALL OFFERS OPEN TO PURPLECARD HOLDERS ONLY • T&Cs apply

shop

shop.lusu.co.uk

192 page A5 Pukka Pads 
for ONLY 80p

week 3

ALL OFFERS OPEN TO PURPLECARD HOLDERS ONLY • T&Cs apply
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it’s almost that time again. That 
time when we vote for those who 
will represent us within LUsU, 
the Full Time Offi cers, that mys-

terious group of people who span that 
gap between being students and run-
ning the Union. By the end of Week 
six we will know who is running for 
each position and we get to choose 
those who we want to represent us 
two weeks later. At the moment all 
except one of the Full Time Offi cers 
has graduated. so why is it that second 
year undergraduate students gener-
ally don’t win, or even run for these 
positions?

Do second year students feel 
they are not experienced or qualifi ed 
enough for such a role? You have only 
been at university for a year and a half, 
you may or may not have got involved 
with JCrs, LUsU or societies, so the 
responsibility of being a full Time 
Offi cer may seem like a massive load 
to take on?

You may be involved in every soci-
ety going, be on a JCr and write for 
sCAN and the college magazine in 
your spare time, and have done so 
from day one of university but you’ve 
only had one and a bit years of this; is 
that really enough experience to take 
on such a role?

Well, most of us are only here for 
three or four years anyway so how 
much experience are you ever going to 
gain; there is always going to be a limit 
on how much experience any of us will 
have with LUsU and the best way to 
gain it would be being in that position.

even if you think that you haven’t 
been that involved in the workings of 
the University over the past year, inex-
perience is defi nitely not an excuse. If 
you feel that your lack of knowledge 
of LUsU or societies would hold you 
back when running for a position what 
is stopping you learning? speaking to 
people and getting that experience? 
There are still several weeks until nom-
inations, plenty of time to get a cam-
paign together.

it’s hugely important to a have a 
range of students running for full 
Time positions, second year, third year 
and postgraduate students, in order for 
the Union to be truly representative of 
the student body as a whole. 

second year students 

bring a new perspective to LUsU.  
They are the most immersed in stu-
dent life and will return to be a student 
after they fi nish their term in offi ce. 
Those running in their third or fourth 
year will be an offi cer at a time when 

most of their friends have graduated 
and most will not return to university 
as a student the following year. 

But students who run in their 
second years will still have a large 
majority of their friendship group at 
university so have a more personal 
connection to the students they aim 
to represent. Also they will be return-
ing to university the following year as 
a student, so the decisions they make 
when in their role will have a real effect 
on their own education and univer-
sity life.

Therefore, when it comes to the end 
of the year and some offi cers may not 
be as enthusiastic as they previously 
were the student who is returning will 

still have the drive to push foward, 
because they will have to live with the 
decision they made when they return 
for their third year.

There are also a number of perks to 
running for the position in your second 
year. The two week campaign lead-
ing up to elections is a massive time 
commitment. Those running in their 
third year have to campaign along-
side the mounting pressures of disser-
tations and fi nal exams. Running in 
your second year when the work load 
is smaller means that you can both 
have the experience of being a full 
Time Offi cer and achieve top grades 
when you graduate. Have your cake 
and eating it. 

For LUSU to be truly representative 
its	offi	cers	need	to	be	more	diverse

Give Kindle 
a chance
Jonathan Kennedy

Emily
Robertson
 Comment Editor

if we only have undergraduates running in their third years 
we miss out on valuable perspectives and motives following emily roberston’s 

article in the last issue on 
the Amazon Kindle (Kindle 
doesn’t make a good present 

for a Literature lover, does it?) i’d like 
to step up to the plate and speak out 
against this condemnation. While i 
don’t own a Kindle myself, I do fi rmly 
believe that the Kindle is not just an 
inevitability, but a valid contribution 
to how we read books.

The 21st Century has brought with 
it a radical technologisation of essen-
tially every medium we have. We listen 
to music on our iPods, play games on 
our iPhones and DSs, and watch fi lms 
and TV shows on our games consoles. 
emily pointed all this out, but why 
shouldn’t this have happened to the 
world of books? Physical books can 
be expensive. if you’re like me, with 
an obsessive requirement with keep-
ing your books as neat as possible, 
spine creasing and dog-earing some of 
the biggest bugbears. from this angle, 
books become a high-maintenance 
antique, their purpose in direct confl ict 
with wanting to preserve them. We 
want to enjoy literature without sub-
jecting it to the trials and tribulations 
that are wear and tear.

of course, you can order books 
online just like anything else. But 
delivery takes a long time (or it can 
seem like it does if you’re an impa-
tient soul like me.) And often, through 
no fault of the delivery process, books 
arrive scuffed and creased. And then 
you have to fi nd a place to put the 
damn thing. ebooks offer a convenient 
solution to this obstacle course of book 
buying. Why wait 2-3 business days for 
delivery when i can download the book 
i want today? Why play Tetris with the 
contents of my bookshelf when i can 
have an entire library in my hands? We 
lose the new book smell and the deli-
cious papery texture, but we gain ease 
of use and portability.

of course, the Kindle cannot 
scratch all our literary itches. it is 
never going to offer every conceiva-
ble book, and this means that second-
hand bookshops, libraries and char-
ity shops open up a hidden world for 
us to explore. i would never have read 
Watership Down, The international 
Gooseberry or Matrix Warrior with-
out encountering them in shops fi rst. 
sometimes a row of books on a shelf 
opens up more opportunities than the 
internet ever could.

While the physical media will 
always offer new and unexpected sur-
prises, the ebook embodies the con-
venience and accessibility the 21st 
Century demands from our entertain-
ment. Ultimately, reading is about the 
words rather than what they are writ-
ten on, and the Kindle aids that in the 
inevitable way we demand from the 
modern world.

‘It’s important to 
a have a range of 
students running 
for Full Time 
Offi	cer	positions,	
in order to be truly 
representative of the 
student body as a 
whole’

Full time Officer candidates in previous years have predominately been third year undergraduates
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i understand that many of the 
decisions that the government is 
making are unpopular and that 
many feel the need to protest. i 

like people (and particularly young 
people) getting involved in politics and 
i marched in Copenhagen at the cli-
mate submit in December 2009. What 
i object to is the use of violence and 
the presumption of the illegitimacy 
of this and previous governments by 
many protesters, particularly anar-
chists and extreme socialists. 

i do not believe the police are 
saints, i know they will have broken 
the law occasionally during the pro-
tests and some innocent people will 
have been hurt, but they had a very 
diffi cult job. They were protecting a 
democratic parliament voting on the 
laws of this country. Unlike many 
Conservative Party members i did not 
like the outcome of the tuition fee vote 
but i fully accept the legitimacy of par-
liament to make decisions that MPs 
think are right. i commend the police 
on their bravery for protecting Par-
liament in the face of violence from a 
minority of protesters.

opposition to the coalition using 
the argument that it is illegitimate 
highlights the simplistic view that 
many have towards politics. People 
want to see a direct link between what 
they vote for and protest against. Poli-
tics just doesn’t work like that. There 
are over 45 million people in the elec-
torate in the UK and therefore any 
voice is diluted, to the point that even 
a few million people opposing an 
issue doesn’t often matter - we are one 
voice in a massive crowd. We elect 
MPs for constituencies, with each MP 

having individual mandates from their 
areas to support the policies which 
they stood for and who should use 
their own judgement when this isn’t 
possible.

even those who disagree with con-
stituency system and would prefer Pr 
have very little grounds to say the coa-
lition government is not legitimate; 
the two parties received 60% of the 
vote between them, more than any UK 
government since 1945. Nick Clegg 
said during the General election cam-
paign that in the event of a hung par-
liament his party would seek to work 
with the party with the most votes and 
seats, this was always likely to be the 
Conservatives. Therefore i have little 

sympathy with voters who are angry 
with a Liberal–Conservative Coalition.

in my view, as someone with 
considerable experience canvass-
ing for a political party, people dis-
like the cuts or support specifi c 
cuts and oppose others. The major-
ity of people want the economic and 
political system to be reformed, not 

replaced. often big government is a 
greater source of annoyance than big 
business. Broadly speaking the public 
want the status quo made fairer, not 
a revolution. They should trust the 
people they have elected and who 
have formed a government together, 
if they don’t like that they can vote 
for an entirely different set of people 
at the next General election. in the 
mean time there are council elections 
throughout the UK, scottish Parlia-
ment and Welsh Assembly elections 
and a referendum on electoral reform.

People should be able to pro-
test against government policies but 
they shouldn’t get violent if it doesn’t 
make a difference. A government 
should listen to protests but that does 
not mean it should have to change 
its mind in the face of large protests; 
they, not the protesters have the dem-
ocratic mandate to govern. i think the 
political system should be reformed, 
i will vote yes in the Alternative Vote 
referendum in May and would like to 
see the House of Lords replaced with a 
partially elected senate subordinate to 
the fully elected House of Commons. 
But while the current system could be 
improved i believe it is legitimate and 
broadly refl ects the views of the Brit-
ish people. People shouldn’t assume 
the moral authority to use violence to 
oppose the actions of an elected gov-
ernment, regardless of the govern-
ment in charge. An elected govern-
ment should have a monopoly on 
legitimate violence, because it is given 
power by the people and has to answer 
to them at elections. Violent protesters 
only have to answer to each other and 
if we are lucky to the law.

Violent protests against a freely elected 
government are wrong and should be punished

Richard
Sykes

‘A government 
should listen to 
protests but that 
does not mean 
it should have to 
change its mind’

Protest against 
government policies 
but violence doesn’t 
make a difference

Three articles in the last issue 
of sCAN catch my eye: an 
account of a hushed-up visit 
from Aaron Porter, President 

of the NUs; a comment piece titled 
Bring back the T-shirt tyrants; and a 
short piece of wish fulfi lment from the 
editor in which she allows her meta-
phors to run away with her judgement.

All three coalesce in a single obser-
vation which is new to no one but the 
poor fools still trying to blow wind into 
the slack sack of irrelevance that is 
LUsU: namely, that the NUs is dead.

in sam fresco’s otherwise unfor-
tunate article, we can trace a thread 
of sense: no one really wants to be in 
LUsU unless it’s for the ego trip; LUsU 
gets nothing done; consequently, stu-
dents are apathetic about LUsU. All 
fair observations. indeed, reading the 
tribute piece in sCAN on the departure 
of the late, great ego that was Michael 
Payne (ex-LUsU President), the strik-
ing thing was that his sole achievement 
in two years was the reform of internal 
LUsU structures. This in a year when 
sweeping cuts were introduced to 
Higher education by the Labour Party 
he is now currying favour with in the 
hope of a job.

Perhaps we shouldn’t blame LUsU 
for their utter inability to play an effec-
tive part in resisting the destructive 

policies developed and implemented 
by all three national parties. But, what 
about more manageable tasks?

As a postgraduate student i cannot 
help but notice that we study at a uni-
versity where most fi rst year under-
graduate teaching is undertaken by 
underpaid and overworked PhD stu-
dents, who are seen by management as 
a cheap way of fi lling in gaps created 
by a freeze on academic employment.

Another example: we have a hous-
ing agency, LUsU Living, that does 
nothing but offer a respectable front 
for awful housing at infl ated rates. 
Meanwhile, on-campus accommo-
dation increases yearly at a rate 

well above infl ation – due in part to 
deals made with University Partner-
ships Programme (UPP). in short, 
LUsU facilitates the partial monop-
oly on housing that Lancaster Univer-
sity has developed, to the detriment of 
students.

There are other perfectly manage-
able accommodation issues. Two noto-
rious examples: disputes over deposit 
deductions and contractual diffi culties 
e.g. getting out of the sort of infl exible 
long-term contracts that are only toler-
ated in the case of student lets.

The list could go on. We don’t need 
a revolution here; hard-nosed reform 
would be enough. But, it is the scent 
of political activism that is required, 
these days, of the aspiring debu-
tante with his (invariably his) eyes on 
the prize of entering into the politi-
cal classes. This is where it all starts 
to make sense: all of the reasons why 
the NUs is dead. Why it consistently 
fails students on both the local and the 
national stage. it’s all there summed 
up neatly in the fi gure of Aaron Porter.

for any of you who weren’t paying 
attention, Porter is nothing new. His 
predecessor, Wes streeting, was also 
a careerist fraudster, who talked of 
“realism” and “credibility” when he 
meant colluding with big business 
and Government to sell out students. 

Under these two, the NUs has not 
only become less democratic, but has 
become a tool for implementing the 
vision of Government and big busi-
ness. In exchange, the NUS fl ourishes: 
it has funding and it has support.

But a contradiction enters here – 
one that recent protests made clear. 
Whilst the NUs grows as an organi-
sation, whilst it increases its mate-
rial powers and political connections, 
it is hollowed out into a great bureau-
cratic beast that neither supports stu-
dents nor is supported by students. 
one which is simultaneously the only 
body capable of organising students on 
a national scale, but then turns on stu-
dents for protesting.

one more manageable task pre-
sents itself to us, then: throw out 
Aaron Porter.

Around the country students deter-
mined to mount an effective protest 
against Government plans have had 
enough of their union and of the syco-
phant in charge. Not only is Porter fail-
ing to effectively lead the union, but he 
is actively working against students. 
Aaron Porter is pro-fees, pro-cuts, 
anti-democratic and anti-student. The 
task for LUsU is not to welcome him to 
talk on campus, but to join other stu-
dent unions in opposing and deposing 
Porter and all that he stands for.

The National and local 
students’ unions have 
forgotten what they 
stand for. They need a 
sharp reminder

Chris Witter

The NUS is dead: 
Only the removal 
of Porter will 
bring it back

Student protests in December turned violent. Photo by ucloccupation.

NUS President Aaron Porter
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The ConDem coalition have 
recently introduced a mini-
mum price limit on alco-
hol in an effort to curb Brit-

ain’s binge drinking culture. Under 
this scheme, it is illegal to sell alcohol 
for less than the price of the tax that is 
paid on them. in real terms this means 
that a litre of vodka cannot be sold 
for less than around £10 a litre and 
lager will cost at least 38 pence for an 
average 440ml can. supposedly these 
changes will cut alcohol related crime 
while reducing the health risks asso-
ciated with heavy drinking. in Brit-
ain there is often a direct association 
made between student culture and 
binge drinking, and, given our lim-
ited budgets, as a social group we are 
therefore one which is specifically tar-
geted by the government’s plans.

There is much to be said for the 
notion of attempting to control the 
alcohol fuelled violence, as i’m cer-
tain any of us have seen in a rowdy 
town centre on any friday or satur-
day night. i’m no stranger to the cheap 
night out, as i am sure can be said for 
the majority of students, nor to the 
cringe worthy morning after in which 
the ridicule for your actions is all the 
more shaming for being unable to 
recall them. Alcohol has become an 
endemic part of our culture, and it is 

difficult to imagine what it would be 
like if drinking became costly enough 
that sensible sobriety became the gen-
eral preference.

Let’s face it, the scenario is 
extremely unlikely, even in light of the 
coalition’s attempts. The scheme has 
come under heavy fire from critics, 
including the British Medical associa-
tion. While studies have demonstrated 

that increasing the price in alcohol 
decreases levels of drunken behaviour 
(give the man a medal), when looked 
at in reality the proposals made are 
almost completely ineffectual. Virtu-
ally no retailers, even supermarkets, 
retail alcohol for less than 38 pence for 
a can of lager anyway. even with my 
dwindling bank balance, i’m sure £10 
for a litre of vodka would be manage-
able if i fancied drinking myself to an 
early death. The idea in itself is per-
fectly sensible, but the feeble extent to 
which the government have enforced 
the new law renders the whole thing 
laughable.

experts have suggested that in 
order to make an effect alcohol should 
be sold at a minimum price per unit of 
at least 50 pence. Under the coalition’s 
new controls it costs only 21 pence per 
unit. While it has been predicted that 
the introduction of the price limit will 
save around 21 alcohol induced deaths, 
studies show that if the limit were 
increased to 50 pence, 3000 deaths 
might be prevented. 

obviously such a radical proposal 
would be extremely unpopular, and 
therefore there is no way the govern-
ment would be able to push through 
such a bill without bashing for being a 
nanny state, and i don’t think such a 
law could realistically be passed in this 

day and age. Which is a relief because, 
on a personal level, i’m sure most of 
us are quite happy that it’s easy to 
get hold of a cheap bottle of frosty 
Jacks when our budgets are somewhat 
stretched.  for the most part the drink 
fuelled antics of student life are rela-
tively harmless.

However, whilst i believe a radical 
hike in the cost of alcohol is extremely 
unrealistic, a compromise between 
that and the current proposal is surely 
not unthinkable. There is no way that, 
in severe circumstances, the cost of 
alcohol will put off heavy duty alco-
holics- in much the same way that 
drug addicts will go to any cost to get 
their fix. But in the case of the regular 
drinker, a reasonable increase in cost 
might well slightly curb our intake, and 
the extremities of intoxication that can 
regularly be seen on campus. What 
the government are missing, however, 
is that whilst from a practical sense 
the financial cost of drinking is a large 
factor in the increase in consumption 
in the last century, if we really want to 
change the binge drinking culture, it 
begins with changing attitudes. engag-
ing with the electorate will always be 
more effectual than imposing point-
less yet condescending laws that will 
do little to help anyone, but will irritate 
just about everyone. 

An increasingly frequenent 
event when i’m working in 
the library is to overhear 
two or three panicked voices 

surrounding a computer opposite me, 
cursing the fact that they can’t submit 
coursework online because, shock, 
horror, LUVLe isn’t working. obvi-
ously, i wouldn’t want to be in their 
position on deadline day, but all this 
ever does is remind me of our depend-
ence upon LUVLe. When (and not if) 
LUVLe goes down, we’re rather like a 
commercial airliner which has just lost 
an engine and all contact with air-traf-
fic control; hundreds of people panic 
while fake tanned, fake smiling iss 
air stewards try in vain to calm people 
down and kick start another server.

it’s unavoidable that a 21st century 
student is going to be reliant upon 
technology. i was at a student-staff 
Committee meeting last term where 
lecturers reminded us that it isn’t that 
long since PowerPoint slides of lec-
tures available online were unheard of. 
Personally, i don’t make religious use 
of lectures slides, but i know enough 
people who do to think that it’s fan-
tastic. especially in subjects where 
there are a lot of formulae and dia-
grams in lectures, being able to print 
them off and not attempt to hurriedly 
copy them down is invaluable. That 
staff clearly see this value as well is 
shown by the fact that they are usually 
very prompt in uploading materials, 
despite not being obliged to.

The main impact of LUVLe’s fail-
ings, this last week and at the start of 
last term, has been on people trying 
to electronically submit course-
work, which is becoming increas-
ingly dominant. e-submission allows 
departments to run work through 
anti-plagiarism software, which 
is important even if a little 1984-

esque. it is also supposed to be part 
of the University’s eco-drive, as it cuts 
down on printing requirements (and 
more importantly, printing costs). on 
a side note, most departments still 
ask for paper submissions as well as 

online, so there goes the eco-drive 
argument.

it has to be accepted that e-learn-
ing is a massive and useful part of 
studying, and that we’re probably 
heading towards a not-too-distant 
future where the majority of our work 
is done online – if we’re not there 
already. What LUVLe’s failings high-
light then, is the disparity between our 
demands on it and its ability to meet 
them. A fly on the wall of the library 
close to an essay deadline surely sees 
that the system isn’t coping with a lot 
of people uploading work; if the Uni-

versity is going to push e-submis-
sion, LUVLe has to be good enough to 
allow it. 

iss might come back and say that 
we shouldn’t be leaving it until the last 
minute to submit work. rubbish. i’m 
not one to leave things until the dead-
line, but i’m like so many others who 
refuse to hand my work in until the 
deadline, just in case i can improve 
it. it comes down to the simple fact 
that despite being redeveloped over 
the summer, LUVLe isn’t coping with 
the demands upon it. on top of this, 
the new interface is hard to navigate 
and makes it more difficult to find and 
submit materials.

When i worked on the value for 
money article for investigations, the 
amount of money being spent by the 
University on building work and inter-
national links astounded me. £300m 
spent on building work since 2003 is 
a hell of a lot. Having looked at a lot 
of information and spoken to the rel-
evant people, i’m not going to criti-
cise this as unnecessary. Despite the 
inconvenience it’s caused, i’m excited 
by this development – but the raw fig-
ures give a good perspective on the 
University’s priorities. it’s great as 
an example because so many people 
have cited it: to keep the Nurse Unit 
open would’ve cost £165,000 a year, 
which is nothing compared the cost 
of say, the new sports Centre. obvi-
ously it’s not that simple, but it makes 
the point.

i reckon similar could be said 
about iT systems – surely there must 
be something in the budget to allow 
for a focused investment in some-
thing like LUVLe, to bring it up to 
our expectations. Maybe iss could’ve 
started with a better redevelopment of 
LUVLe rather than buying 20 iPads 
for the Learning Zone.

Half-hearted increases 
in the cost of alcohol 
will not curb student 
drinking

Helen Wishart

More legislation 
is not the answer 
to binge drinking 
Britain

LUVLE: The most hated acronym on campus
Jonnie
Critchley

‘LUVLE’s failings 
highlights the 
disparity between 
our demands on 
it and its ability to 
meet them’

As higher education 
relies more on 
technology the 
University’s system 
must be up to the task



read more at scan.lusu.co.uk20

COMMENT
read more at scan.lusu.co.uk

Letters to the 
Editor
Send your letters to scan@lancaster.ac.uk with you name and college (even if 
you want your letter printed anonymously). SCAN reserves the right to edit 
your letters for publication. 

i recently ruptured the 
ligaments in my knee. i’ve been 
on crutches,

having recently cut down to 
one, and i permanently have 
to wear a leg brace. i go to 
lectures every day, and i try to 
go out once a week. 

My friends are amazing and 
try to look out for me when 
possible. However, since i 
have effectively become a 
broken women, i have learnt 
that there are some students 
in Lancaster who really do not 
give a crap about anyone except 
themselves. 

The amount of times i’ve been 
walked into, pushed over and 
spoken badly about, because i 
can’t move at the speed they are 
accustomed to, is innumerable 
- and that’s just during the 
day. This weekend, i was told 
to “fuck off” countless times, 
all because i tried, countless 
times, to make them aware that 
they were kicking my leg, which 
hurt. This was with a leg brace 
and a crutch. 

i got told that it was my fault 
for going out in the fi rst place. 

The lead up to University Court, which was initially expected to be fairly uneventful, 
saw the Students’ Union rocked by a battle of egos and legacies.

“University politics are vicious precisely because the stakes are so small.” i am loath to refer-
ence this, because Henry Kissinger has been much overused in Lancaster University students’ 
Union of late; admittedly largely by offi cers who have been hard done to rather than a frazzled 
reporter from the newspaper. But, in my humble opinion, this quotation has never been more 
accurately applied than to the events within LUsU over the last week. it’s nothing to do with the 
small stakes - in fact, anyone who thinks that students’ unions deal in small stakes is an idiot. 

i refer, in fact, to the viciousness of university politics. Because this week, in trying to write a 
story about a motion proposed to University Court, i’ve encountered an awful lot of it.

Accusations of all sorts of unseemly behaviour have been given to me, on a strictly off-the-
record basis. To go into the whole affair now would be terrible, never mind libelous. Differ-
ent people have taken me to one side and told me that i’m being leant on while i put this story 
together. i expect i have. The problem is - i’m just not sure who by.

one truth can be taken from the events, however: the motion proposed to University Court was 
overshadowed by egos, pride and one-upmanship. A motion that aimed to create a working group 
to discuss the increase in tuition fees was a bold and necessary move at best; poorly thought out at 
worst. Yes, there were holes in the proposal. Yes, the choice of seconders for the motion was not 
ideal and arguably led to all the trouble. However, debate never took place beforehand - few rec-
ommendations for change were even made to those behind the motion. it was all left for Court, 
and something that could have been benefi cial was forgotten.

Instead, I’m left here thinking that current and former offi cers have let me down. I didn’t vote 
for an offi cer to lie to me, or for an offi cer to decide what was best for me without asking. Rea-
sons why the students’ Union President made the decision to speak against the motion will remain 
something i am unable to report, as no one will go on the record and tell me. Why was this motion, 
one that created another channel of communication between the University and LUsU, a bad idea? 
i cannot give you the answer.

If this is how offi cers represent us students - by airing the dirty laundry of the squabbles and 
egos of the Union in public places; by failing to consult us on the most basic of issues; and by ruin-
ing old and new relationships through rumours and lies - then i don’t want it. 

The problem with university politics is that people assume the stakes to be small, and behave as 
if none of this matters any more than their own reputations. When students are about to be paying 
£9,000 a year for a degree, i don’t consider the stakes to be at all small.

“it’s a sad day for the students’ union” was reportedly uttered by an unknown in the food queue 
after University Court. she is completely right. The day where a students’ union, and those who 
purport to care about it, forget who they are meant to represent at the expense of defending their 
own reputations and legacies is a sad day indeed. By Collette McColgan

editorial

Send your letters to scan@lancaster.ac.uk with you name and college (even if 

oK, yeah, it’s my fault that i 
hurt my leg. it’s my fault i’m 
out in the fi rst place. I fell 
badly and twisted my knee. But 
we’re meant to be adults - the 
future of our generation. You’d 
think an adult would know that 
anyone on crutches is hardly 
able to stand up for themselves.

Thanks.
Katie Kitney, Lonsdale 

College.

following the recent scathing 
attack upon myself in the 
letters page of sCAN, the 
probability of further attacks 
in the next issue along with 
general bitchiness around 
campus i wish to apologise for 
criticising anything to do with 
Lancaster University.

if anyone is interested i think 
a group of people are planning 
to burn me up on Pendle hill 
next week for heresay against 
the scared LU. i think myself, 
along with anyone who holds 
an opinion not thought of as 
“right on” or fi tting with the 
majority of student clones will 

be joining me in the fl ames.
Yours evilly,
Rory O’Brien (Pendle 

College)

i recently read sam fresco’s 
fantastic article “Bring back 
the t-shirt tyrants.” The writer 
of this piece is right; being on 
the exec has become “stressful, 
low-key and unglamorous”.

it isn’t something that instils 
passion in anyone; it is a 
chore, an essay distraction and 
something to attempt to brag 
about to future employers. 
Please, bring back the t-shirt 
tyrants. Bring back the passion. 

oh, and let them be as cliquey 
as they bloody well like.

Bex Hamilton, 
Cartmel college.

Common decency

SCAN’s policy is to correct 
signifi cant errors as soon as 
possible. Please contact the 
Editor with the date, page or 
weblink of the error.

Corrections

Dim witted students:
A	fi	nal	stand

Let tyrants be cliquey
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SPORTS

Matthew todd

JANUArY HAs BeeN a barren month 
so far for the region’s football clubs, 
who have collectively recorded a 
miserly two wins from 16 games since 
January 12. 

Blackpool typify this poor form 
having lost their last three games. 
Their most recent setback came 
against Manchester United in a 3-2 
defeat. The seasiders were 2-0 up and 
cruising at half-time thanks to goals 
from Craig Cathcart and DJ Camp-
bell; however, United introduced ryan 
Giggs and Javier Hernandez after the 
break, and their presence told. Black-
pool wilted and conceded three goals 
in 16 minutes as they threw away what 
could have been a famous victory, with 
Berbatov striking the winner after 88 
minutes.

Blackpool had good reason to be 
devastated after losing a game they 
dominated for periods, especially after 
referee Peter Walton denied them 
a penalty for a rafael foul on Luke 
Varney with the score at 2-0. 

The one positive for Blackpool was 
the performance of talismanic mid-
fi elder Charlie Adam, who provided 
assists for both goals and dictated play 
in the fi rst half. If Adam does leave 
Blackpool in the next few days, his 
latest display will have upped his price 
tag and improved his standing in the 
game further still.

This defeat against the champi-
ons elect came on the back of two dis-
appointing losses. fellow newcom-
ers West Bromwich Albion scraped 
to 3-2 at the Hawthorns thanks to a 
brace from Peter odemwinge, with 
the winner coming in the 87th minute. 
Blackpool were also beaten 2-1 by 
Sunderland at Bloomfi eld Road with 
Kieran richardson netting a brace and 
goalkeeper Craig Gordon in superb 
form.

Wigan have also suffered a slump 
having collected just one point from 
a possible nine, which came in a bat-
tling 1-1 draw at the DW stadium 
against fulham. However, the Latics 
should perhaps have taken all three 
points after Hugo rodellega had given 
them the lead with a well executed 
chip over fulham goalkeeper David 
stockdale. They were denied all three 
points by Andy Johnson’s fi rst goal 
since he returned from injury, on 86 
minutes.

A more predictable result was the 
3-0 hammering from the away tie at 
Arsenal. Wigan were outplayed in 
every department and it would be 
hard to envisage a more one sided Pre-
mier League game. robin Van Persie 
grabbed a superb hat-trick and Wigan 
relied on an excellent display from Ali 
Al-Habsi to prevent the score line get-
ting embarrassing. To compound their 
misery, centre-half Gary Caldwell was 
dismissed for a clumsy foul when last 
man.

The Latics most recent game also 
ended in defeat at the hands of a resur-
gent Aston Villa. Ashley Young and 

Gabby Agbonlahor had given Villa a 
2-0 lead, before a late consolation from 
James McCarthy briefl y gave Wigan 
hope. once again, Wigan lacked a cut-
ting edge and looked shaky in defence 
against the pace of Villa.

Wigan’s record signing Mauro 
Boselli has been loaned out to serie A 
side Genoa. roberto Martinez is keen 
for the striker to rediscover his goal 
scoring form and that an extended 
period of fi rst team will improve his 
match sharpness.

Although Preston have only taken 
two points from their last two games, 
Phil Brown will be pleased with a pair 
of dogged performances. North end 
claimed a 1-1 draw at home to Leices-
ter thanks to a last gasp ian Hulme 
strike after Yakubu had netted on his 
debut. Preston also secured a 1-1 draw 
at Middlesbrough thanks to a 90th 
minute Billy Jones header. This really 
was a smash and grab from Preston, 
who had just 38% of possession and 
fi ve shots in a game they could have 
easily lost.  North End have added fi re-
power to a threadbare squad thanks to 
the signing of Nathan ellington, who 
will look to add his 150 plus career 
goals. His experience at this level will 
aid Preston as they continue to strug-
gle against the drop.

Another side yet to win in the last 
two weeks are fleetwood Town; the 
Highbury outfi t have stumbled to a 
tally of just two points from their last 
nine. The most positive result came 
with a 1-1 draw against table-topping 
AfC Wimbledon. 

fleetwood showed great resilience 
to battle back from an early Danny 
Kedwell strike, with the prolifi c Magno 
Vieira grabbing an equalizer. Town 
battled hard and maintained posses-
sion superbly. However, the Dons 
defended stoutly and the spoils were 
shared. This was followed up with a 
disappointing 1-1 result against lowly 
Hayes and Yeading; Nathan Pond 
was the villain after being dismissed 
just two minutes after coming off the 
bench.  in their latest game, fleetwood 
were left frustrated by a stubborn Ket-
tering side as they succumbed to a 2-1 
defeat.

Morecambe have managed to 
secure a victory recently, however they 
have also been beaten twice. Their pos-
itive result came with a 2-1 home win 
over Torquay thanks to a pair of penal-
ties from Laurence Wilson. This result 
was tainted by a 2-0 reverse at ste-
venage; who raced into a two nil lead 
inside ten minutes, and a 2-1 defeat 
against Hereford, who broke shrimp-
ers hearts with an 80th minute goal 
from Michael Townsend.

Lancaster have fared similarly, with 
one win and one defeat in their last 
two. The win came in impressive fash-
ion with a 5-2 victory over Garforth 
Town, with an 18-yard header from 
Andy Teague starting the rout. This 
was followed by a damaging 2-1 defeat 
to play-off rivals Clitheroe, who scored 
a heartbreaking 87th minute winner 
through ryan fisher.

New year slump continues 
for Lancashire sides 

Regional Football

Just in case you have missed the 
furore over the past week that 
has seen two of the most widely 

disliked of the self-made celebrity 
football pundits bundled out the back 
door of sky sports headquarters: in 
a leaked conversation that occurred 
minutes before the start of Wolves 
v Liverpool, Andy Gray and richard 
Keys described the game of football as 
having “gone mad”.

Perhaps they were referring to 
the ridiculous wages most Premier 
League players are on whilst we suffer 
cuts that could cause a double-dip 
recession? The amazingly high trans-
fer fees, specifi cally the multi-mil-
lion pound premium that seems to be 
added on to english players? The fact 
that the 2022 World Cup will be held 
in air-conditioned stadiums in Janu-
ary at the country ranked the 105th 
best in the world? The massive dis-
parity in fi nancial outlook between 
Premier League and football League 
teams resulting in clubs falling into 
administration left, right and centre?

No, none of these things. Accord-
ing to these prima-donnas of the high-
est order – please remember Keys 
earned around £500,000 a year while 
it has been said Gray was on as much 
as £1.7 million a year – the game has 
gone mad because a woman was run-
ning the line. A woman who, they sug-
gested, required a man to “go down 
there and explain the offside rule to 
her”. A woman who got a key offside 
decision absolutely spot on.

There can be no denying that what 
the average person in the street terms 
football – the hyped-out-of-the-strat-
osphere clashes between titans such 
as Burnley and West Bromwich Albion 
that are beamed into homes and pubs 
up and down the country each week-
end – is inherently male dominated. 
it is entertainment made by men and 
predominantly watched by men.

it is real football, the grass-roots 
football, the university and even 
school level football that is not inher-
ently male dominated. Moving back 
up to professional level, women’s foot-
ball is growing in popularity. Admit-
tedly, it is not as popular as the game 
played by their male counterparts, 
but women’s football is televised and 
enjoyed by many. Try telling one of 
these sportspeople and, indeed, the 
match offi cials regardless of sex, that 
they do not understand the offside 
rule.

Universities nationwide have wom-
en’s sporting teams, including this 
very institution; so why Keys, who has 
been perhaps accurately labelled as an 
80s breakfast TV hangover, can justify 
describing the game as having gone 
“mad” for having a female running the 
line is beyond me. i fail to understand 
how these views could have any place 
in the modern world, and applaud 
the fact that these two idiots will now 
be very far away from our television 
screens for the foreseeable future.

This situation has, however, 
started a much wider conversation 
beyond the idle banter of some relics 
from the prehistoric era, and i think 
this is a conversation that needed to 
be started. There is much more to this 
story than the question of whether 
or not women understand the offside 
rule. The debate about the degree to 
which football, and wider sport in gen-
eral, is sexist is now happening up and 
down the country and in mainstream 
media. As a result, perhaps one posi-
tive has come out of this sorry affair 
– and maybe, just 
maybe, we should 
be grateful to 
Keys and Gray 
for that. Take a 
bow, son, take a 
bow.

‘The game’s gone mad’

‘Why Keys, who 
has been perhaps 
accurately labelled as 
an 80s breakfast TV 
hangover, can justify 
describing the game 
as having gone “mad” 
for having a female 
running the line is 
beyond me’

– and maybe, just 
maybe, we should 
be grateful to 
Keys and Gray 
for that. Take a 
bow, son, take a 

Jack smith
Sports Editor

 ● The moronic comments from Andy Gray and richard Keys have no 
place in the modern world

 ● Late goals see points thrown away across the region

© Alpha-Mark Allan
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Belief is 
the key to 
success
Marc handley
LUSU Vice President (Sports)

Last week i had the privilege of 
spending the afternoon watch-
ing the University’s netball 

teams compete as all three teams had 
a match at home. All BUCs matches 
take place on Wednesday afternoons 
and it is without doubt the best part of 
this amazing job, being able to get out 
of the offi ce and go see people do what 
they love to do, and in the vast major-
ity of cases, do it incredibly well.

The reason why i have decided 
to focus on one team in particular in 
this article is because on that cold, 
miserable overcast Wednesday, i 
saw something that inspired me. our 
netball teams had three matches at 
home, against 3 different institutions, 
but all had played them earlier on in 
the season.

first up was the 3rds and quite 
frankly they demolished their 
opposition and set the tone for what 
would turn out to be a fantastic 
afternoon for LUNC. 

With a massive win under their 
belts it was the 2nds up next who 
had revealed earlier that they were a 
little nervous - they didn’t want to be 
the team that stopped a whitewash 
afternoon for the club. But the 2nds 
didn’t just pull through: they totally 
annihilated their opposition who they 
lost to by only one point last term.

i know that this may seem more 
like a match review, but it was in the 
build up to the 1sts match that my 
point properly seemed to hit home 
to me as an offi cer. Our 1st team was 
up against UCLAN, a team notorious 
for their fantastic work rate on court, 
and to say our girls weren’t the most 
positive about the outcome would be 
rather generous. some of the girls 
were using the match as more of a 
measuring stick rather than a chance 
to win.

However one aspect of their 
preparation will stick with me for the 
rest of my time in offi ce, and I hope 
it sticks with you too.  LUNC 1sts 
realised that if you believe you are 
going to lose, you have already lost. if 
you believe the opposition are better 
than you, then you have already been 
beaten. No matter who you go up 
against, they are not superior beings 
or god like fi gures, they too get tired, 
they too get scared, so if you ever 
feel that there is no way out other 
than defeat, please just do one thing: 
believe in yourself and believe in your 
team, our team, Lancaster.

i have seen the 
potential we have 
on this campus in 
our college and 
University level 
sport, but i am only 
one person. every 
single one of you 
where must believe 
that victory is always 
possible or it 
never will be.

ter and it was simply a case seeing the 
game out, not allowing any slip ups. 
Although the fi nal period was lim-
ited in activity, other than the ball get-
ting stuck between the rim and back-
board for the third time in the match, 
Lancaster must be credited for press-
ing and good work rate right until the 

end.
There were still fl ourishes of attack-

ing skill in spite of the game being all 
but won, with Sakellariou fi nishing 
off a beautiful triangle passing drill 
the highlight of the period. Lancaster 
picked up the win they so desperately 
needed, 66-44.

Thomas Guyler commented on his 

team’s performance: “We played really 
well tonight, at a high tempo. But we 
need to work on getting the rebounds; 
we relied on one player today,”

Daphne sakellariou admitted that: 
“It was the fi rst game we have played as 
a team. We lost many third year play-
ers last year, so we had new players 
who took time to adjust to the atmos-

phere of the team. But this is the fi rst 
time the players communicated and 
passed the ball really well. We have to 
win the cup game and then we can look 
forward to the roses game.”

 These are two crucial fi xtures which 
will shape Lancaster’s season. But on 
the evidence of this hard fought result, 
it could be taking shape very nicely.

neil roberston
Deputy Sports Editor

Two goals in two second half min-
utes saw Lancaster lose 3-1 to shef-
fi eld Hallam, although the improved 
performance will encourage manager 
Alex Low and his team. Ahead of the 
game, anything other than an away win 
would have been considered an upset; 
Lancaster sat second from bottom of 
the Northern Conference with three 
defeats from three, while Sheffi eld 
Hallam were second from top having 
picked up three wins from four.

The opening stages were hardly 
evidence for these contrasting posi-
tions. In a scrappy fi rst few minutes 
Lancaster put Sheffi eld Hallam under 
good early pressure, not letting them 
play. Left winger Mike Hogg showed 
glimpses of brilliant attacking play, 
making some good runs and putting 
some clever balls into the box.

As the game progressed, Sheffi eld 
Hallam got more joy down the left 
fl ank, right-back Dan Whittingham 
tested time and again, as they broke 

forward in numbers. The fi rst clear 
chance of the game came from one of 
numerous attacks from the left when 
a cross in was fi red narrowly over by 
Sheffi eld Hallam.

Lancaster then went up the pitch 
and created their fi rst good chance; Dan 
Hul played an incisive pass through to 
striker Chris Brown, whose low drive 
was tipped wide by the goalkeeper.

for all their early efforts, Lancaster 
found themselves behind after giving 
away one too many fouls in midfi eld. 
The free kick was fl oated in towards 
the edge of the penalty area, nodded 
across the six yard box and tapped in 
by Zac Bagwell to put Sheffi eld Hallam 
1-0 up.

At this point, you could forgive one 
or two in the Lancaster team for letting 
their heads drop and thinking “here 
we go again”.  However, the complete 
opposite proved to be the response to 
falling behind. A free kick from the 
home side was only partially cleared 
as far as Alex Brandwood, whose 
volley from the edge of the 18 yard box 
arrowed towards goal, but for a fl ying 
save by the Sheffi eld Hallam goal-
keeper to tip it over.

Having taken the lead, Sheffi eld 
Hallam kept frustrating Lancaster, 
holding it in midfi eld and slowing the 
game down. This was until a complete 

bolt out of the blue; midfi elder Jack 
Davidson received the ball just beyond 
the centre circle from a throw in, turned 
away from his marker and unleashed 
an unstoppable 25 yard screamer into 
the top right hand corner to bring Lan-
caster level.

This moment of brilliance clearly 
rejuvenated the home side, who looked 
a revived force from a team which had 
lost all its games prior to this encoun-
ter. Brown was a constant target and at 
every opportunity Lancaster looked to 
pick him out, both in the air or through 
the middle.  Whenever he operated on 
either fl ank, he worked tirelessly for 
the team, winning a corner which was 
headed inches over by Mike scott.

Lancaster’s tighter defence was 
exemplifi ed by centre backs Scott and 
rob Newton, who remained solid at 
the back and made some intercep-
tions at critical moments.  There were 
some nervy moments for Lancaster, 
mainly from crosses and free kicks 
into the box. However, Lancaster can 
be pleased with their fi rst half per-
formance, which potentially merited 
more than the score of 1-1.

The home side’s buoyancy going 
into the second half was short lived. 
Lancaster were again exposed down 
the left-wing, and when the ball came 
into the box, Callum Ward of Sheffi eld 

was fi rst to react to slot home from 10 
yards.

Lancaster had been here before, of 
course, and were surely confi dent of 
getting right back into the game. Any 
hopes of replicating the fi rst half were 
dashed just a minute later when the 
ball fell to Jack smith inside the box to 
volley it beyond Ashley Hannay.

The home side seemed in shock 
at the swiftness with which they con-
ceded both goals. But the inevitability 
of the result did not stop them- with the 
majority of the second half still to play, 
Craig Hickford and Chris Baines were 
brought on to spearhead the home 
side’s last efforts at staging a fi ght back. 
Hickford gave Lancaster the spark they 
were looking for, showing good deter-
mination in the tackle, bursting down 
the left-wing and providing some long 
throw-ins which really tested the shef-
fi eld Hallam defence.

However, the result had long since 
been a formality, and Sheffi eld Hallam 
saw the game out to win 3-1. Lancaster 
will not be happy with the result, or the 
manner in which they effectively lost 
the game right after half time. on the 
fl ip side, they will look to emulate the 
glimpses of their good play and take 
this into their next game- the small 
matter of the derby against UCLan 
next week.

ContinueD FroM BACK PAge

Good things come to those who wait

Mens 1st Football

Lancaster      1 
Sheffi eld Hallam    3

Lancaster undone by quick fi re double 

 ● Defeat leaves the home side still searching for fi rst win of the season

Photo by Neil Robertson
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A beaming stephen Pienaar today 
described his feelings of “great 
joy and relief” in the after-

math of Andy Gray’s sacking from 
sky sports. Gray was reprimanded for 
making sexist comments about lines-
woman sian Massey, and Pienaar 
was keen to stress that Gray’s behav-
iour was nothing new – having been 
on the receiving end for many years 
himself.

“Andy Gray think’s i’m a woman.” 
Pienaar claimed bluntly to gathered 
reporters. “He’s called me stephanie 
ever since i moved to england and 

made me the butt of hundreds of his 
sexist jokes. Whenever sky were cov-
ering everton he’d always be there, 
telling me to get back in the kitchen 
or do some ironing. it was always very 
distressing and demeaning, especially 
what with me being a man.”

Pienaar’s tales of Gray’s actions are 
rather demeaning indeed. The spurs 
winger recalled one instance away 
to West Ham when a leering Gray, 
clearly drunk on ginger beer and snuff, 
staggered down to pitchside from the 
commentary box and demanded that 
the south African make him a sand-

wich. When Pienaar tried to explain 
that not only were Gray’s comments 
out of order but that he was too busy 
hassling Julian faubert, Gray simply 
burped loudly and threatened to give 
Pienaar “what for”.

The fl eet-footed Avatar also 
recounted another incident at home 
to fulham. This time a swaggering 
Gray bore down upon the player in the 
tunnel at Goodison Park, smacking 
him on the backside before making 
sure that he let all of the men out of 
the tunnel fi rst. “He kept calling me 
Toots,” Pienaar lamented.

signed by Harry redknapp in 
exchange for a bag of fl at footballs, 
some training cones and two boxes of 
broken Latvian alarm clocks, Pienaar 
believes that the dismissal of Gray will 
send a clear message to the football-
ing world concerning the sport’s atti-
tude to sexism. Gray’s dishonourable 
discharge was soon followed by the 
resignation of his accomplice rich-
ard Keys – a despondent Keys, seen 
shuffl ing away from Sky HQ earlier 
this evening, was heard muttering: 
“This just proves that women have no 
banter.”

Sport Distort:  Matthew Linnett gives his alternative view on sports

Pienaar relieved by Gray dismissal

nick o’Malley
Sports Editor

AfTer LosiNG eMPHATiCALLY 
17-3 in the corresponding away fi x-
ture, Lancaster were hoping for better 
against an on form Leeds side. With 
an impending exam for Captain Jack 
Higgins, it was left to Tom Hender-
son to act as stand in captain on the 
day. Leeds won the toss and elected to 
attack facing away from the sun and 
hoping to make that early advantage 
pay.

Lancaster fl ew out of the blocks, 
winning the initial face off, and retain-
ing the ball until they had worked a 
goal scoring opportunity which Jonny 
McGee fi nished with aplomb into the 
top corner. soon after scoring McGee 
was penalised for two minutes for dan-
gerous play.

Alex Williams, Leeds’ number six 
levelled the scores, making the most 

of the extra player to tie at 1-1. Leeds 
began to dominate possession, with a 
few small mistakes by Lancaster play-
ers leading to long spells of chasing the 
ball around. Williams sent Leeds 2-1 
up before their number 18 shot auda-
ciously from 25 yards with the ball 
crashing against the crossbar.

Leeds scored twice more through 
Harrison Burkett before the quarter 
had fi nished. One, a long range effort 
after a jinking dash into space; and the 
second a smart run from behind the 
goal and a clever close ranged fi nish 
into the bottom corner.

The second quarter began with a 
fi ve minute period of scrappy play with 
no real chances created. Burkett of 
Leeds crashed a second effort against 
the cross bar, before they made a spell 
of sustained possession matter, with 
number 32 scoring, and after initially 
looking shocked that he had scored 
from so far away, discarded his stick 
to celebrate with a forward roll. Lan-
caster’s goalkeeper Liam Johnson did 
well to keep the score down to just 
fi ve in the second quarter with some 
outstanding reaction saves with feet, 

hands, and stick alike.
Lancaster struck back just before 

half time through Joe Clement, 
who dodged the opposing defender 
with nonchalant ease before slam-
ming home from long range. Lancas-
ter knew they could be playing a lot 
better, but were reasonably pleased to 
be only three goals behind at half time, 
because realistically it could have been 
much worse.

Jonny McGee continued his fi ne 
form from the opening two quarters 
and almost immediately from the face 
off had pulled Lancaster back to 5-3. 
However Leeds then widened their 
lead once more with Daniel Moody 
scoring twice in quick succession, 
before a twenty yard goal from their 
number three made it 8-3.

Jonny McGee pulled one back 
straight away to bring up his hat-trick, 
before a goal apiece saw the score at 
the end of the third quarter 9-5. Lan-
caster had performed much better as 
a team in the third quarter and only 
lost 4-3. However this still meant that 
Leeds had pulled further away, even if 
only by the one goal.

Leeds began to run away with the 
game a little in the fi nal quarter with 
Burkett dominating proceedings in 
the middle and in attack with the sup-
port of the prominent Moody. How-
ever Lancaster did have a brief spell 
of pressure at the start of the fourth 
quarter with Leeds keeper Josh Tate 
having to make an outstanding save 
from Lancaster’s Clement and Haakon 
Holth-Larson of Lancaster temporarily 
reduced the defi cit. 

However from then on it was all 
Leeds with Burkett adding two more 
to his ever increasing tally. A piece of 
wing wizardry by Danny eccleshall of 
Leeds, left Lancaster’s number 11 in his 
wake, as he burst forward before creat-
ing a chance for Williams to slot home. 
Williams added two more to his tally 
before a late consolation for Clement, 
in what was a convincing 13-7 win for 
Leeds.

stand in captain, Henderson said: 
“overall it was a clean game and a 
good performance, but a few little 
mistakes early on handed them too 
much possession. That ultimately cost 
us.”

rob Wiggans

LANCAsTer UNiVersiTY NeTBALL 
1st, who are currently second bottom 
in the league, narrowly lost in a tough 
fi xture against the league leaders, 
UCLAN. The corresponding away fi x-
ture saw UCLAN dominate in a 48-21 
victory. The Lancaster team has since 
been revitalised with all but three play-
ers being in their fi rst year. They have 
won their fi rst three cup matches, but 
their only league victory came against 
Chester University in a close 37-30 vic-
tory at home.

Lancaster showed their intentions 
from the start by racing into a 5-0 lead 
within the fi rst four minutes, two of 
which came in the fi rst minute. After 
this strong start, UCLAN found their 
rhythm and pulled the score back to 
5-5. The fi rst quarter ended 10-10, 
which turned out to be a fair refl ection 
of how the rest of the game would pan 
out.

The second quarter was the tightest 
quarter of them all with neither side 
going more than two points ahead. 
Lancaster managed to prevent UCLAN 
from gaining any serious advantage 
and led 20-19 at half time. As soon 
as the third quarter began, Lancas-
ter were reinvigorated and fl ew out of 
the blocks to score six clear points and 
prise the lead away from UCLAN. How-
ever, UCLAN soon turned this around, 
in what seemed to be a repeat of the 
opening quarter. Lancaster appeared 
to lose concentration towards the end 
of the third quarter, allowing UCLAN 
to end leading 34-30. The fi nal quarter 
was an unbelievably tense affair; Lan-
caster closed in on several occasions, 
only to be edged out by UCLAN with 
less than two minutes to go.

As time went on UCLAN began to 
gain the upper hand. However, Lan-
caster were never far behind, consist-
ently bringing the score back to level 
terms and on occasion edging ahead. 
The entire game was nip and tuck, end 
to end, with neither team dominat-
ing signifi cant periods; the score could 
have easily been the reverse.  stand out 
performances came from goal shooter 
Claire riddlestone, who scored many 
crucial goals, with wing attack Abby 
Higginbottom - possibly player of 
the match - playing a pivotal role in 
numerous attacks, putting in a strong 
performance throughout the entirety 
of the game. Goal keeper Josie Tyas 
put in a dogged performance to pre-
vent UCLAN gaining any signifi cant 
lead.

Captain Josie Tyas said: “i am very 
happy with the team’s performance 
even though it was a defeat, espe-
cially after the score the last time the 
teams met. To end with a respecta-
ble score against the league leaders is 
fantastic and i am proud of the team’s 
performance.”

Lacrosse

Lancaster      7 
Leeds Carnegie  13

Leeds does the double against Red Rose

Netball 1st

Lancaster    36
UCLAN   38

Lancaster fi ght 
courageously 
against league 
leaders

Photo by Nick O’Malley
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Week  sport

2-4 Taster session

5 Aeroball

7 Kwik Cricket

8 Men’s Basketball

9 Uni Hockey

10 Finals Day

Charter shield Fixtures

All fi xtures take place Sunday, 12.45pm in 
the Sports Centre Main Hall

team W L D Pts

County 3 1 2 11

Bowland 2 1 0 6

Lonsdale 2 1 0 6

Pendle 1 2 1 4

Fylde 1 1 1 4

Cartmel 1 1 1 4

Grizedale 1 2 0 3

Furness 0 3 1 1

iC Football League A

iC netball A

team W L D Pts

County 4 1 0 12

Cartmel 4 1 0 12

Fylde 3 1 0 9

Furness 2 1 0 6

Bowland 1 2 0 3

Lonsdale 1 3 0 3

Pendle 1 3 0 3

Grizedale 0 4 0 0

Sponsored by IBM

team Pos Pts

Fylde 1st 47

Lonsdale - 47

Bowland 2nd 41

Grizedale - 41

County 3rd 38

Pendle 4th 30

Furness 5th 23

Cartmel 6th 9

Graduate 7th 0

Charter shield

Good things come to those who wait
 ● Impressive display gives Lancaster fi rst victory of the season

Women’s Basketball

Lancaster    66 
Leeds    44

neil roberston
Deputy Sports Editor

LANCAsTer WeNT iNTo their home 
game against Leeds on the back of six 
defeats from six games. No doubt their 
new years’ resolution was to end this 
unfortunate sequence of results. Ulti-
mately, Lancaster got it right when it 
mattered and emerged victorious in a 
66-44 win. The scoreline did not at all 
fl atter the hosts, whose attacking play, 
build up and teamwork ensured they 
got their season back on track.

From start to fi nish they looked 
like being the winning side. for-
ward Visiliki Makou was the stand-
out player in the opening stages, scor-
ing two impressive long range baskets 
to get the home side off and running. 
Her contribution, along with captain 
Daphne sakellariou, was not limited to 
individual attacks, as they each set up 
Claire Caygill to score.  At 14-0 ahead, 
they were exuding a confi dence unlike 
that of a team bottom of the league.  

Credit must be equally attrib-

uted to manager Thomas Guyler, who 
remained vocal throughout and never 
let his team settle. Whilst Lancaster 
had an abundance of options available 
from the bench, their opponents only 
had the same fi ve players for the dura-
tion; the difference in energy levels 
inevitably showed as the game wore 
on.

Having established an unassaila-
ble lead, Lancaster made life diffi cult 
for themselves. Dubious defending led 
to a number of needless fouls being 
given away, and by virtue of numer-
ous free throws Leeds had come back 
into the game at 16-8. The away side’s 
threat from the right fl ank refl ected 
the fact that fi ve fouls had been con-
ceded in just less than seven minutes 
by Lancaster.

However, heads did not drop and 
Caygill put them back in control with a 
couple of baskets. sakellariou was cen-
tral to the home side’s attack, shield-
ing the ball well and helping create 
chances. Makou continued to shine 
in the opening period with impor-
tant interceptions powerful runs and 
powerful, scoring another impressive 
basket to retain Lancaster’s advantage 
at 22-10.

Lancaster’s marking when they lost 

possession remained their Achilles 
heel. With the scoreline back to 24-15 
at the end of the fi rst period, it was not 
as good as it might have initially prom-
ised, but the important thing was Lan-
caster were in the lead.

The second period was a much 
more comfortable and less shaky per-
formance than the end of the fi rst. 
small forward Lissie Nzambetiou 
evaded a couple of challenges to fi nd 
the net and get the home side off and 
running. This was followed by a superb 
solo effort from Deborah Acquaah and 
a good team basket fi nished off by 
Thelma Goremusanbu.

Makou’s impressive form was a 
major contribution to Lancaster’s suc-
cess; she won the ball in vital areas and 
constantly burst forward. one such 
instance saw her perform a sublime 
turn and shot to score.

Another area of encouragement for 
the home side was that they kept the 
foul count down to just one; this was 
undoubtedly drilled into them by the 
manager. They went in at half-time 
40-26 in front.

Whatever suggestions the manager 
made at half time, it clearly rubbed off 
on Lancaster in the third period. There 
was a formula of good individual skill 
and team players. forward Laurie Kre-
mer’s scoring frenzy was at the fore-
front of Lancaster’s resurgence. sakel-
lariou led from the front, dictated the 
play and held the ball up well to slow 
down the pace of the game and keep 
Lancaster in control.

The Lancaster defence sat much 
deeper and were tighter to their oppo-
nents, and consequently sailed into a 
52-27 lead midway through the period. 
Notwithstanding Lancaster’s resil-
ience, Leeds showed steely determina-
tion to get back into it and got in their 
faces of more. But the understand-
ing between Makou and sakellariou 
- sakellariou the creator, Makou the 
scorer - kept the score fi rmly in Lan-
caster’s favour at 58-33.

The long awaited fi rst win of the 
season was now in sight for Lancas-

‘Makou continued to 
shine in the opening 
period with important 
interceptions powerful 
runs and powerful, 
scoring an impressive 
basket’ ContinueD on PAge 22

How did Lancaster fare against Leeds Carnegie? Find out on page 23.

Photo by Nick O’Malley
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CUrreNTLY, iNDiGeNoUs AUsTrALiANs 
make up approximately 2.7% of Australia’s 
population. sometimes they seem separated 
from dominant Australian society by seem-
ingly impenetrable physical and cultural barri-
ers as they anxiously grasp at their own tradi-
tions in an attempt to maintain their identities 
in a rapidly modernising country. 

originally, indigenous Australians were 
the sole inhabitants of Australia. The British 
were the fi rst to colonise Australia in the 18th 
Century with exiled convicts, which is one 
of the underlying meanings for the British 
nickname Pommy, because P.o.M.e stands for 
Prisoner of Mother england. The arrival of the 
British created tensions with the indigenous 
inhabitants, with widespread and prolonged 
fi ghting up until the 1920s. 

When tensions and confl icts eased the 
Australian Government began intervening 
with the indigenous populations. They 
introduced a new policy stating that all 
indigenous children must be removed from 
their families and integrated into dominant 
Australian society. The children taken are now 
referred to as the stolen Generations.

The reasoning behind the removal of 
the indigenous children is contested. one 
idea is that the program was a form of child 
protection as the indigenous population 
was severely declining and there was a 
high rate of child mortality. Another likely 
motivation behind the idea was to breed 
out the indigenous races with a desire to 
maintain white racial purity. This supposed 
that the British colony was superior to that of 
indigenous Australia, based on infrastructure 
development and technological advancement.

Nowadays the rights of indigenous 
Australians are justly protected, with many 
indigenous grounds regulated so that 
they remain untouched by outsiders and 
commercial tourism. 

on the other hand, there are recent 
cases where it is evident that the rights of 
indigenous people appear inferior to those of 
dominant Australian society. in early January 
my van broke down near Newcastle as the 
engine overheated during a massive traffi c jam 
on the Pacifi c Highway, the main road that 
connects the east coast. i found out that the 
traffi c was due to delays in the construction 
of a bypass. These delays were caused by 
legal struggles with the local Worimi people 
as the construction of the bypass encroached 
on sacred woodland, including the Guardian 
Tree, which is an ancient worshipping ground. 
eventually the decision was made to cut down 
the woodland for the construction of the 
bypass, bringing many questions into mind. 
should the needs of the many outweigh the 
sentimental desires of the minority? is the 
growth of Australian society with an effi cient 
infrastructure more important than values, 
belief and tradition?

in my opinion, it is unfair that the need 
for development and growth is slowly 
eroding indigenous identity and tradition. 
Compromises and negotiations are helping 
to achieve a balance between Australia’s 
progression and preservation, but there is a 
general view that the traditions of indigenous 
Australia are still not fully respected.

emails from 
@ustralia 
Carolynne’s International 
Correspondent,  Penny
How, gives us a taste of 
life as a lancaster student 
Down Under

emma smith

feBrUArY 14. iT’s a day full of love, presents 
and most of all high expectations. once over-
coming the fi rst obstacle of snagging yourself 
a date, there is the daunting thought of what 
to do to make this date perfect. Lancaster has 
a number of gorgeous restaurants but if you’re 
looking for something more than dinner and a 
movie our miniature city unfortunately tends 
to fall short. But the perfect Valentine’s date is 
achievable with a bit of creativity.

february may not have the best weather 
but a romantic stroll can still provide a great 
setting for romance. it also gives you a great 
excuse to cuddle up together and keep warm. 
Lancaster is surrounded by stunning country-
side for great walks. Williamson’s Park edging 
the top of Lancaster offers a picturesque walk 
and is home to the Ashton Memorial, provid-
ing amazing views overlooking Morecambe 
Bay. on a clear day the views stretch to Black-
pool Tower and the isle of Man. Alternatively 
a walk along the canal and a stop at The Water 
Witch can provide a lovely atmosphere and 
great food.

Lancaster is also on the doorstep of one of 
the country’s most beautiful national parks, 
the Lake District, with only a 40 minute train 
journey to Windermere. if it’s a still day you 
can take a boat out on the lake, escaping 

from the tourists and allowing the two of you 
to take in the beautiful views away from the 
hustle and bustle.  When you are all rowed 
out you can relax in Windermere’s cafes and 
stroll around its selection of gift and jewellery 
shops providing the perfect time for some well 
dropped hints.

for those of you who are more city dwellers 
than country bumpkins then a trip to yhe Traf-
ford Centre in Manchester could be the date 
for you. The Trafford Centre provides some-
thing for everyone with its endless shops and 
much more, including a cinema, restaurants, 
Laser Quest, adventure golf, ski dome and 
even a museum all under one massive roof.

if you have been inspired by Dancing on 
ice and fancy a go yourself, don the hat, gloves 
and scarf set and head to Blackburn ice rink. 
only a 40 minute train journey from Lancaster 
train station, an ice skating date will allow you 
to glide or stumble your way around the rink 
hand in hand. Morecambe, the home of the 
infamous Carleton, also has a 10 pin bowling 
alley which will provide a fun date for all those 
who want to show off their skills and don’t 
mind wearing the very unattractive shoes. The 
bowling alley also offers student discounts 
meaning you can bowl for just £2.50 a game. A 
bargain date for the strapped for cash amongst 
us. so, you may need a railcard, warm clothes 
and maybe even a picnic but the perfect 
romantic date can still be achievable. But don’t 
forget, a present needs to be bought too.

Wooing on a budget

With Valentine’s Day 
just around the corner, 
Carolynne takes a look 
at how to have the 
perfect date - and gift 
- without breaking the 
bank
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WeLCoMe To feBrUArY! The time for 
- erm - nothing much, really. it’s not the 
most inspiring of months, is it? Cold, dark 
mornings followed by cold, dark after-
noons; the excitement of Christmas a 
fading memory, the promise of springtime 
still agonisingly distant. T.s. eliot would 
have us believe that “April is the cruellest 
month”, but i think he missed the mark 
by a good eight weeks there. To echo the 
words of Don McLean, february makes me 
shiver.

stop the press! There may be a glimmer 
of hope on the horizon. february, it would 
seem, may not be so relentlessly grey 
after all. This coming Thursday sees the 
start of the Chinese New Year – the Year 
of the rabbit. And not only that: as each 
Chinese year is also linked to one of the five 
elements, 2011 will be the year of the Metal 
rabbit. Ann summers must be preparing 
themselves for record profits this year. 
february then could see the beginning 
of a period of heightened excitement, of 
gaiety, of dynamism, of titillation! Picture 
the rabbit: frisky, full of life, skipping 
energetically hither and thither through 
scenic countryside. rabbits are wily. 
rabbits are dynamic. rabbits, so my 
Chinese horoscope guide informs me, “are 
private individuals, a bit introverted and 
withdrawn.” oh.

But, of course, there is much more to 
february than leporine listlessness – for 
the fabulous 14th brings st Valentine’s 
Day. Yes, that’s right, the one and only day 
of the year when one can express undying 
devotion to a significant other through the 
gift of laminated card and all things shiny. 
Nothing says I love you like refined cocoa 
products and flowers cut down in their 
prime. No, there must be more to february 
than this.

And here it is: sunday february 6, the 
Dalston Clown service. This is more like it. 
What better antidote to the monotonous 
malaise of the second month than a 
celebration of all things clown? Big hair, 
face paint, squirty flowers – it’s perfect. 
Now it may be a little impractical to make 
a pilgrimage to east London just for the 
sake of some light comic relief, but this is 
the way forward, i’m sure of it, and i for 
one shall be marking the occasion with a 
rummage through my girlfriend’s makeup 
bag. oh! To see the joy spread across the 
faces of my friends: their smiles, their 
laughter, their cries of “oh no, he’s started 
wearing makeup again.” i can see it now; a 
campus full of brightly coloured faces, the 
air thick with the sounds of happiness 
and the smell of grease 
paint. Join me, my 
friends, join me. 
Paint your faces 
with pride this 
sunday and help 
to lift this grey old 
february up from 
the doldrums, and 
drag it kicking and 
screaming into the 
sun.

Clowning 
about

gareth horn

Alison Young

VALeNTiNe’s DAY is the time of year when 
you can be all soppy with your partner and 
not lose any respect from your mates. it is a 
time to show your other half you care and it is 
very much a time to become absorbed in the 
numerous cheesy cards, love heart balloons 
and one day a year when PDAs are accepted.

 The shops go mad for it. You could easily 
blow your student loan with the abundance of 
Valentine’s merchandise on offer. 

Well, not anymore, as you need not get car-
ried away and end up spending a fortune. A 
massive splurge will not make your partner 
like you any more and the baked bean diet for 
the remaining five weeks of term is not a good 
idea. Instead, use your creative flair and show 
your partner you really care and your senti-
mental side with their gift. 

Cards have become a great part of society 
and there are not many occasions that do not 
have a card dedicated to them and Valentine’s 
is no different. You walk into Clinton’s and you 
get mobbed by the millions of cards, all with 
a sickening love message inside and all overly 
priced. Why not create your own card? Use a 
special photo of the two of you and decorate it 
however you like. You can write your own mes-
sage and tell them exactly what you want. it’s 
thoughtful, sentimental and more importantly 

makes it personal.
in terms of cheap gifts, you can’t go wrong 

with a mixed tape. everyone loves a good old 
mixed tape, or in this day in age, a CD or pos-
sibly spotify playlist. Make a compilation of 
their favourite songs, memorable ones, golden 
oldies and something to lift the mood or ignite 
that spark. There is nothing more personal 
than music, which brings back all the memo-
ries, old and new, of the two of you.

Another surefire favourite is the photo 
board. Pictures are a great way to capture 
the moment and most couples have about 
a million pictures of themselves through-
out their time together. Your partner would 
love a montage of photos showing just what a 
great couple you make. it is a fantastic way to 
show all the memorable times you have had 
together and the many great things you have 
done. Get lots of pictures and a photoframe 
and Bob’s your uncle; you have a great pre-
sent sorted.

No matter what you decide to do or make 
for your partner you know that they are going 
to love it if thought and consideration has gone 
into your present selection or creation. Any-
thing with a bit of thought behind it is sure to 
get you more brownie points than buying it 
straight out of a shop, which no doubt lots of 
people will end up with. It is not about flashing 
the cash, but simply showing you care. Your 
partner will really appreciate it and know that 
they have a keeper on their arm.

‘You may need a 
railcard, some warm 
clothes and maybe even 
a picnic but the perfect 
romantic date can still 
be achievable. But don’t 
forget, a present needs 
to be bought too.’

Wooing on a budget
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Hop to it! Celebrating the Year of the Rabbit in Lancaster

Features

Written in 
the stars

Louise Day

iT’s THAT TiMe of year again. Chinese New 
Year is one of the most important traditional 
holidays in China. But what exactly does it 
entail, and when is it? Well, every year the date 
changes as it relies on the lunar and solar cal-
endar, and this year it falls on february 3, and 
it’s the Year of the rabbit under the Chinese 
zodiac calendar. some famous rabbits include 
Albert einstein and Marie Curie, and if you’re 
born under this sign you’re likely to make a 
good lawyer or diplomat.

Chinese New Year relies heavily on sev-
eral myths and traditions and celebrations 
span over several days. sending out Chinese 
lanterns on December 31 has become a trend 
recently in the UK, and this traditional activ-

ity in China is known as the Lantern festi-
val (and is celebrated on the fifteenth and 
final day), and is based on the ancient story 
of Yuanxiao, a maid in the emperor’s palace, 
who wanted to go home to celebrate New Year 
with her family. she convinced the emperor 
that the God of fire had visited her and said he 
planned to burn down the city. The emperor 
then had the entire city put up coloured lan-
terns and light firecrackers to make it look like 
the city was already on fire, and the distraction 
meant that Yuanxiao could sneak home.

so put on a pair of lucky red pants and get 
involved in the wide variety of activities on in 
Lancaster to celebrate the New Year. We inter-
viewed the organiser of this year’s Chinese 
New Year celebrations in Lancaster, raymond 
Chan, who works with the Hua Xian Chinese 
society;
 • Are there any differences in 

celebrations from what other 
societies do at Lancaster?:  in previous 
years Lancaster has played host to different 
celebrations hosted by other local Chinese 
groups as well as Chinese student societies 
at the universities. i have had the pleasure 
of going to each of these and enjoyed all 
of them. each have been slightly different 
in the performances but ultimately it is 
all about getting together for a party and 
enjoing Chinese culture.

 • What is your favourite part of New 
Year celebrations?: Traditionally the 
Chinese New Year lasts for 15 days and 
while most people around the world make 
the first day the most important, the last 
day, called Yuan Xiao Jie, also popularly 
known as the Lantern festival is very 
popular. As its name suggests, lanterns 
are lit across the houses and in the streets 

As you skim through your paper or mag-
azine it is most likely that somewhere 
inside you will find the horoscope sec-

tion. The one piece that you know will cause 
some divisions between friends. some people 
are horoscope fanatics, checking their horo-
scope every day and living their life as it sug-
gests. others see it as fun, there may be some 
truth in it and they may be able to see some 
comparisons to their day. Then there are 
people who think horoscopes are rubbish cre-
ated by someone behind a desk somewhere 
purely to enthral the masses. Believer or not, 
the recent change in star signs has caused a 
stir among many and has sparked a heated 
debate.

so why have the star signs changed? since 
the Zodiac chart was drawn up 2,000 years 
ago the position of the stars has changed. This 
is due to a slight wobble on the earth’s axis. 
This means that over the last 2,000 years the 
date of the sun’s movement in front of each 
constellation has varied by a few days. This is 
through a long term process called precession 
which has been affecting the earth’s axis for 
26,000 years. every 26,000 years the rotation 
of the earth’s axis swerves slightly. over days 
this is unnoticeable but over hundreds of years 
it will add up.

The process of precession means that each 
zodiac sign has changed by a few days and a 
13th sign has been added. so which sign are 
you now? The days overlap as they do not run 
midnight to midnight.

 • Capricorn: Jan 20-feb 16
 • Aquarius: feb 16- March 11
 • Pisces: March 11 - April 18
 • Aries: April 18 - May 13
 • Taurus: May 13 - June 212
 • Gemini: June 21 - July 20
 • Cancer: July 20 - Aug 10
 • Leo: Aug 10 - sept 16
 • Virgo: sept 16 - oct 30
 • Libra: oct 30 - Nov 23
 • Scorpio: Nov 23 - Nov 29
 • Ophiuchus: Nov 29 - Dec 17
 • Sagittarius: Dec 17 - Jan 20

Amidst all the confusion amongst the 
change, it appears that the new calendar won’t 
affect everyone. Those following the Tropical 
Zodiac system, the system used by most west-
ern astrologers (and Mystic Macleod) will not 
experience a change, as they look at fixed sec-
tions of the sky which do not move. The Tropi-
cal Zodiac system also uses equinoxes as ref-
erence points instead of the constellations 
which the star sign is based upon. further-
more the creation of the 13th sign has been 
dismissed, as the Babylonians, who created the 
Zodiac calendar, consciously chose 12 signs. 
The change will affect the sidereal astrology, a 
system commonly used in india.

so it appears after all that fuss the change 
in star signs won’t affect most of us after all. 
Those who are avid readers can continue to 
check their signs every day without a fear of 
change. Believer or not, there is still something 
quite mystical about the stars in the night sky.

Our star signs have changed according to 
some astrologers. Claire Hazel explains the 
sudden shift
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Restart on that fresh start

January seems like the perfect month to 
start afresh. New year, new slate, new 
you. sadly, as easy as it is to think about 

personal transformation, the reality is much 
more difficult: far too time consuming and 
often a distant thought after a few weeks. feb-
ruary, however, seems like a much more realis-
tic time to get yourself in gear. There’s no sales 
drama with money going down the drain just 
so you can buy that fourth pair of unwanted 
skinny jeans. There’s no left over chocolate 
and food from Christmas just waiting to be 
eaten. february boasts little of the tempta-
tions which linger just after New Year, provid-
ing the perfect opportunity to finally become 
proactive.

Take yourself back to the first of January, 
waking up, probably with a massive hangover, 
thinking about the year ahead. so much can 
happen in 12 months, one month even, so it’s 
no surprise that those thoughts of becoming fit, 
healthy and a new super smiley you are prob-
ably either well down the drain or just about 
circling around the plug hole by now. But it’s 
not too late to salvage those distancing dreams, 
optimism is most definitely key. Cast aside 
those wavering New Year’s resolutions and find 
the time to start something new. if you have a 
gym membership already acting as a seemingly 

useless purchase, think again, surely you’re not 
that busy to have a quick swim or a burst on 
the treadmill. if you want to change something 
or do something different it won’t just happen 
on a wing and a prayer, it’s all about sourcing 
that hidden motivation to discover what fits 
and works perfectly for you.

if you’ve discovered that you’re hopeless at 
sticking to a detox, diet or new hobby get some-
one involved to help motivate you. in January 
you tried it alone, it didn’t work so you’re back 
on the sofa with the custard creams. But, if you 
coax a friend into helping you or recruit a gym 
buddy, february could well be the month you 
try and finally succeed. For those really focused 
and intent on making a difference, whether to 
yourself or helping others around you, draw 
up a list of your goals for the coming months. 

Although this all sounds slightly Monica from 
friends, getting an organised grip on your life, 
studies or hobbies could really help you refresh 
your routine for the better.

for the Mr and Mrs Perfect amongst us who 
embrace the newness of the year with consist-
ent energy and motivation, well done, congrat-
ulations, bravo to you. But for most of us, pes-
simism and fatigue have suppressed our will 
to try again and if we don’t see february as a 
second chance to start again we never will. This 
should be the month where we embrace the out 
of the ordinary, or more realistically, just start 
doing a little bit of exercise or join a society. 
This time next year we could be doing anything 
anywhere, or, most probably, we’ll still be in 
the library doing assignments, but at least we 
can say that we tried.

ready for when people would have a meal 
outside so they can watch the full moon. 
it’s just a shame it’s too cold in the UK this 
time of year.

 • Have you ever celebrated Chinese 
New Year in China?: Although i have 
been to China it has never been during the 
New Year. i  have seen the celebrations on 
TV and it looks amazing. The fireworks in  
Beijing alone were spectacular and i know 
the food would be great too.  It is definitely 
on my to do list.

 • What are the dates and times for 
Lancaster’s Chinese New Year’s 
celebrations?: The big celebration is 
in the heart of Lancaster city centre on 
sunday  January 30 where there will be 
Chinese New Year Markets from 10am 
- 4pm, the spectacular Lion Dance, red 
fan Chinese Dance society, martial arts 

displays, arts and crafts workshops and 
the Chinese New Year Parade. All the 
performances will be on from noon till 
3pm. The festival itself runs from January 
27 to february 17 with a range of activities 
happening right across Lancaster 

 • Can we expect anything different 
from last year?: There have been 
major changes as it has really grown and 
developed over the year. What used to be a 
one day event is now a large outdoor event 
in the city centre with a programme of 
events right across Lancaster for a whole 
month. As i am very keen on contemporary 
art, my highlight will be the exhibition by 
Canadian-Chinese artist ed Pien at the 
storey Gallery from february 5. it is an 
incredible walk through art installation 
exploring themes surrounding migrant 
workers.

‘In January you tried, 
it didn’t work so 
you’re back on the 
sofa with the custard 
creams. But February 
could well be the 
month you try and 
finally succeed’

With January long gone 
Ruth Eaton reflects 
upon the stumbling 
blocks at the start of 
the year, deciding that 
February is the time 
to restart and refresh 
those disappearing 
goals and ideals

Hop to it! Celebrating the Year of the Rabbit in Lancaster



Film

On at LU Cinema

Lucy Miller

tAMArA DreWe  
15, 111 min 

There did seem to be a lot of positive 
publicity surrounding the UK film 
Council’s september release, which 

is showing this term at LU Cinema. After 
all, it had premiered at Cannes earlier in 
the summer, and the general public consen-
sus was that it was more than worth shell-
ing out the price of a bucket of popcorn for. it 
was hailed for being original, funny and most 
importantly, uniquely British. Now appreci-
ation of it seems to have soured: it only has 
an average rating on rotten Tomatoes, and a 
quick Goggle search has brought up descrip-
tions such as “hollow”, “all wrong” and “more 
than a little scattered”. 

But at the time, everything that i had 
heard before i went to see Tamara Drewe 
had been in its favour. in hindsight, this 
positive reaction may have been mainly from 
men, and in relation to Gemma Arterton and 

her assets more than the actual film.  Still, 
i was expecting a quirky, light-hearted, feel 
good comedy in the British independent film 
tradition. 

What i was faced with was in fact a 
lack lustre, clichéd tale of a small town girl 
done good, arriving home and sending the 
neighbours into a frenzy because – shocker! 
– she’d got pretty, and then realising that 
the man she left behind is in fact the person 
she should be with. i’d apologise for spoiling 
the plot, but as soon as Tamara’s former 
lover Andy appears on the screen, it is clear 
how the film will end. Along the way to 
the inevitable conclusion there are some 
undeniably entertaining moments. Highlights 
include Tamsin Greig as downtrodden 
country wife, Beth. But there are flaws within 
her story too – after all that she puts up with 
(no spoilers here) i found myself rooting for 
her to end the film on a happy note that was 
never forthcoming. 

Teenage schoolgirl Jodie is the definite 
highlight, providing a wry commentary 
on the village’s events and accurately 
rechristening Tamara Plastic. she and friend 
Casey (Charlotte Christie), along with Greig 
are far and away the most believable – and 
likeable – characters.  Jessica Barden is a 
star in the making. Yet i still couldn’t help 
wishing for more of a plot. Aside from these 
stellar performances, Tamara Drewe herself 
appears as nothing more than shallow, self 
satisfied and uncaring. There is nothing 
whatsoever likeable about her, as she quite 
literally romps through the film in her denim 

hot pants, systematically seducing every male 
character for no apparent reason, other than 
that she can.  

There has been a lot of talk about the film 
being quintessentially British, and there is no 
doubt that it does celebrate British culture. 
However, there is still an issue here. The 
majority of characters are simply so difficult 
to like that it hardly paints the British in 
a good light at all. i dread to think what 
impression of British journalists/writers/
mothers those from elsewhere will get, if this 
film is being touted as the epitome of British 
rural life. 

Pretty leads Dominic Cooper and Gemma 
Arterton do everything they can to bring life 
to their characters. Arterton arguably isn’t 
given much to work with in dull, moral-
free Tamara, but Cooper fares better in his 
portrayal of a grimy rocker with sensitive 
side Ben.  Cooper does the best he can, as do 
most of the cast, but there are few moments 
that stick in the mind after you leave the 
cinema. one of the main reasons  was that 
the film is adapted from a graphic novel, 
which in itself was taken from the cartoon 
strip by Posy simmons that appeared the The 
Guardian between 2005 and 2006. Tamara 
Drewe plays out more like a comic strip than 
the film it is attempting to be: lack of deep 
characterisation and a reliance on visual aids 
rather than plot are what it suffers from. in 
making the decision to translate a graphic 
novel to the big screen, it should have been 
realised that more depth would need to be 
added. 

Drewe is simply dull
If Tamara Drewe 
is quintessentially 
British, I want my 
country back

Missed it at the Dukes?

On at the Dukes
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James harvey

oF goDs AnD Men 
Directed by Xavier Beauvios 
15, 122 min 

Chris Morris’s debut four Lions (2010) 
found fame in its irreverent portrayal 
of islamic fundamentalism in York-

shire: the headlines that accompanied Brass 
eye (1997-2001) succesfully carried on into 
a low-key marketing campaign in that debut 
feature. Beauvois’ film isn’t so much a farcical 
account of the spiralling contradictions of reli-
gious extremism. But it does share its preoc-
cupation with exactly how far one, or rather a 
small community, can go to devote themselves 
to their beliefs.

The film is located in the 1996 Algerian 
Civil War and tells the true story of a 
monastery under threat from the Armed 
islamic Group of Algeria (GiA). Dom Christian 
(Lambert Wilson) takes it upon himself to 
express their intentions to ignore the threats 
and continue their mission of goodwill. This 
is disputed by the group throughout, whose 
dilemma forces some of them to question 
their allegiance to God, and jeopardise their 

own health (as with the outstanding Michael 
Lonsdale’s, Luc). Coping with the sacrifices 
involved in such an all-consuming faith is 
key to the themes here (“We’re not here for 
martyrdom” reminds Christian), and it’s 
difficult to recall a more delicate, understated 
study. 

An excellent example of Beauvois’ 
achievement, both visually and performance-
wise, is the kiss Luc places on the mural 
of Christ. Moments like this underline the 
dependency they all share on one thing 
alone: their religion. it looms over them, 
both haunting and cradling them throughout, 
like the vast, unspoiled skylines which 
constantly diminish them beneath - Caroline 
Champetier’s cinematography is key to the 
effect created.

Tranquil moments like Luc’s, where the 
viewer is allowed in such close, personal 
space, are almost unsettling in the access 
that’s granted. The beauty achieved in these 
meditative scenes is all the more striking as 
we’re reminded that these men are nearing 
the end of their lives. Death is always present 
– from direct representation (as with the 
brutal throat-slitting of the Croat workers) 
to the indirect (the technique of cutting from 
the most tranquil scene to the loudest, most 
destructive scene).

The film is an anti-thriller in its treatment 
of fear and terror - the key moment occurs 
before the half-way point, and the viewer is 
left fearing for a reprisal for the duration. 
Beauvois’ alternative narrative, featuring a 
fairly clear split down the middle, also featured 
in his previous Don’t forget You’re Going to 
Die (1995) and To Mathieu (2000). similarly, 
more recently, Mia Hansen-Love’s father of 
My Children (2010)  involved a number of 
characters picking up the pieces in the wake 
of death. 

french colonialism in Algeria is only 
once directly attacked, when the police chief 
demands they leave. But, when viewed in a 
similar light to, say, Hidden (Cache, Michael 
Haneke, 2005), the occupation these men 
choose, the service they provided, the sacrifice 
they made, could too, easily be forgotten. 
so while the terrorism fears, today shared 
globally, are a focal point, a narrative of this 
kind reminds one not to forget the horrors of 
the past.

of Gods and Men is testament to a 
thriving new french cinema. Thought-
provoking,  it’s difficult to find fault with a 
film that so meticulously justifies its choices: 
the landscape is artwork, the tone is perfect, 
and the performances are achingly effective 
throughout.

Handling of Algerian terrorism 
is testament to French cinema

James harvey

127 hours 
Directed by Danny Boyle 
15, 94 min 

Claustrophobic film is on the rise. Rod-
rigo Cortes’s Iraq film Buried (2010) 
was released to surprising acclaim last 

year. A trailer for sanctum (2010), the forth-
coming James Cameron-produced underwa-
ter cave-exploration adventure, precedes 127 
Hours, Danny Boyle’s first feature since Slum-
dog Millionaire (2008).  The same motif of 
entrapment stemming from lone attempts at 
glory fills much of Boyle’s work. The results are 
shown in shallow Grave (1994), salim’s demise 
in slumdog, and richard’s attempts to outfox 
sal in The Beach (2000). in some ways, the 
surreal realities of Trainspotting (1996) and 28 
Days Later (2002) turn this on its head, with 
the character needing to escape, towards a civi-
lised community.

However, it isn’t the setting so much that’s 
the appeal with this theme of being trapped in 
small spaces, but more the character’s coping 
with the event. Aron ralston (James franco) 
is an adventurer. fearless, enthusiastic and 
resourceful, it seems that he doesn’t need 

anyone – it’s this that becomes the premise for 
what’s to come. How far does being a loner, in 
spite of your own resourcefulness, really get 
you? It’s difficult not to draw reference to the 
political climate. A glimpse of ralston’s boss’ 
t-shirt tells us “They can’t lay us off if they can’t 
find us”. Boyle himself has maintained life-
long Labour sympathies, which can account 
for the  focus on community (or the lack of it) 
that drives the film. In a life or death situation, 
ralston comes to realise that resourcefulness 
and will might prevail, but that individualism 
landed him there. Checking in now and then 
might have avoided the whole fiasco.

This is typical Boyle fare from the outset, 
exhibiting an MTV-style montage of soda, 
beer and fast-food. it works as a kind of visual 
Choose life... The gore (for which a fair amount 
of the audience are here primarily to see) is 
near-meticulous in it’s attempts to qualify this 
as surgery: the camera constantly returning the 
severing of the nerve. These fast paced cuts of 
close-up, which include a number of unnec-
essary microscopic scenes of water, perspira-
tion, urine leaving their points of origin, recall 
to some extent moments of terror in 28 Days 
Later. its visceral soundtrack (scored by A.r. 
rahman of slumdog) and (akin to Cillian Mur-
phy’s desperate hero) franco’s intensity sup-
ports this. Not short of new, more technically 
demanding ways to visually show the vast-

ness of middle-American desert, Boyle’s never 
been one for allowing his audience time to 
contemplate - this is what distinguishes sean 
Penn’s understandably compared, but supe-
rior, into the Wild (2007).

What slumdog offered the viewer in terms 
of a rarely transmitted, transcultural show-
piece, was marred slightly with cliché. High-
octane throughout, 127 Hours amalgama-
tion of contemporary media phenomenons 
doesn’t feel quite so important. franco will 
quite rightly earn praise to add to his growing 
repertoire for his portrayal of the all-Ameri-
can wanderer. Boyle on the other hand, follow-
ing a church floor covered with the walking-
dead, the brutal blinding of a slum child, and 
now a severed limb left somewhere in the Utah 
desert, continues to struggle to reach the affect 
of Trainspotting.

Individualism is to blame for 
a claustrophobic 127 hours

‘Ralston comes 
to realise that 
resourcefulness and 
will might prevail, but 
that individualism 
landed him there’

Missed it at the Dukes?

On at the Dukes
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I
t goes without saying that 2010 was a very 
eventful year. The General election and 
the new government, the rescue of the 
Chilean miners, the icelandic volcanic 

eruption: they’re all events that seem powerful, 
resonant and unforgettable. 

Yet events like these, even the General 
election, will probably only leave vague 
memories. in 10 year’s time i very much 
doubt anyone will have the slightest idea what 
eyjafjallajökull was and why it kicked up such 
an awful fuss. Any memory of Nick Clegg will 
have vanished from existence, unless this 
generation decides to keep his name around 
as some sort of synonym for massive bloody 
hypocrite. 

No, in 10 year’s time people will only 
remember the important things from 2010; 
like how incredibly good the games were. it 
will be remembered as the year super Mario 
Galaxy 2 perfected and reinvented traditional 
platforming games. The year that red Dead 
Redemption redefi ned the boundaries of 
console gaming. 

Perhaps most importantly, it will be 
remembered as the year in which indie-
games made their breakthrough. from 
the bewilderingly brilliant (yet hideously 
frustrating) VVVVVV and super Meat Boy to 
the surreal, nightmarish puzzles of Limbo, 
2010 was the year in which the low budget 
indies outshone the major studios. 

This trend looks set to continue in 2011, 
with more and more developers leading 
the indie-renaissance into new, unexpected 
territory.

This year’s most interesting prospect 
has got to be the elusive Miegakure, which 
has been in development for a while and is 
set for a release this year. Almost entirely 
unlike anything that has been seen before, 
Miegakure is based around the semi-famous 
scientifi c novella, Flatland, where a 3D 
observer investigates the strange inhabitants 
of a 2D world. The game takes this idea 
up a dimension, and will inevitably screw 
over thousands of human brains capable of 
operating in a measly three dimensions. 

Miegakure describes itself succinctly as 
a “puzzle game in four dimensions”, but its 
ingenious, infuriating game mechanic will 
no doubt provoke some far from succinct 
reactions. reactions involving copious 
amounts of swear words, obviously. 

The equally interesting fez employs 
the same dimension shifting mechanic as 
Miegakure, but in ‘just’ three dimensions. in 
many ways it’s reminiscent of the last Paper 
Mario offering, but fez’s charming 8-bit 
presentation, lush environments and gorgeous 
ambient music elevate it above Nintendo’s 
effort. it’ll be interesting to see which works 
out better; the mind-blowing but basic looking 
Miegakure or the simpler but more polished 
fez.

indie developers seem to have some sort 
of disposition towards puzzle games, but 
stacking, Tim schafer’s new game, seems to 
transcend that genre and create something 
quite unique. This is really nothing new for 
schafer, the creator of the criminally under-
rated and brilliantly original Psychonauts, 

though hopefully stacking will get a bit more 
attention. 

The gameplay is pretty self-explanatory; 
it’s all about stacking russian Dolls to solve 
puzzles, by using the special skills of each doll 
and stacking them in a specifi c order. The 
character’s  respective skills are typically odd 
for a schafer game, too - the trailer shows an 
aviator doll that fl ies with helium balloons, a 
downtrodden chimney sweep that can squeeze 
into gaps, and a dancer that seduces guards by 
shaking her entire bottom half. The game is set 
in a russian revolution-esque scenario that 
gives it massive amounts of charm, so as long 
as the stacking puzzle idea doesn’t wear out too 
quickly this should be huge fun.

one game which made a huge impact 
last year was the ubiquitous Minecraft – the 
apparently simplistic construction game 
which has inspired people across the world 
to construct some of the most creative user-
generated content ever seen in gaming. 

The game basically revolves around 
constructing bases to defend against the 
monsters that come out at nighttime, but 
users have even gone as far as to create actual, 
working computers by creating the chips from 
scratch, in-game, with logic-gates. 

The fact that these have been made whilst 
the game is still in beta makes it even more 
amazing, so the scope for the actual release 
(due at some point this year) is pretty much 
unlike anything that has gone before. 

The beta is available now, so if you’ve not 
picked it up yet it might be worth doing it now 
before the full price version is released.

There are far too many promising indies 
to mention, but with a bit of searching it 
quickly becomes apparent that there’s a much 
wider variety of indie-games compared to 
the usual torrent of generic fPs drivel that 
seems to dominate the mainstream. Take 
fract, another game set for release this year, 
which is a music/adventure synthesis similar 
to that Dreamcast gem, rez. Hohokum is a 
coder/artist collaboration which has the player 
control an invincible snake creature in an 
attempt to protect the all too fragile inhabitants 
of a stunning 2D world. And fi nally, Bohm is 
a game that could only come out of the indie-
community; it’s about growing a tree, in an 
obscure artistic environment, in almost real-
time. it all looks very intriguing. And it’s 
swedish, obviously. 

indie games seem to be getting stronger and 
stronger, and with several big studios going 
bust recently, 2011 could be the year when they 
really break through into the mainstream.

‘In 10 years time 
people will only 
remember the 
important things 
from 2010; like how 
incredibly good the 
games were’

It’s time for an indie 
revolution
Joe Henthorne explores what the 
wonderful world of independent 
games has in store for us in 2011
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fAsHioN MoVes oN, it’s inevitable. The day 
of the skinny jean couldn’t last forever. No, 
don’t believe a word of it.

it’s hard to imagine what the world used to 
do before the noughties skinny jean revival, or 
how they ever went out of fashion back in the 
80’s.  Now, skinnies are more than a trend.  
They have become standardised in fashion, at 
this time anyhow. This is problematic in itself 
for many people out there.  When something 
becomes a staple, adopted by all and sundry, it 
loses its allure.  This is the fundamental con-
cept of fashion.

Though the skinny trouser leg 
isn’t going anyway, it 
doesn’t stop people seek-

ing an alter-
native. so, 

what’s the 

best way to stick two fingers up at the 
skinny jean crowd? Do the complete oppo-
site.  Here dawns the day of flares and 
bell-bottoms.

in all the anti 80’s euphoria every pre-
ceding decade has been revived on the cat-
walk for spring/summer 2011.  The 70’s is 
no different, giving flares some context in 
which to be credible.  After all, we’ve been 
consuming skinnies for so long now (apart 
from a brief affair d’amour with carpenter 
and boyfriend jeans a few years ago) that 
anything else has begun to look a bit alien.

in terms of denim, this is a turn to 
the Gods of 70’s boho hippie chic.  Head-
bands, aviators and floaty tops will comple-
ment the less refined silhouette and give 
the flower child feel.  However, the real 
key accompaniment looks set to exclude 
our humble nation from participating in 
this trend until we enter the more temper-
ate climate of the summer months.  on the 
catwalks, there were very few examples of 
the true, blue flares or bell-bottoms teamed 
with anything other than strappy sandals, 
for both men and women.  it’s hardly worth 
the risk in Lancaster when the weather can 
switch so quickly and violently.

Yet, don’t despair.  if you’re more feet 
up in front of a gas-powered fire than 
flower power, you’d be bang on trend as the 
70’s sophisticate.

Many of the aspects of this trend are 
the same across the whole spring/summer 
board, such as the high cinched waist, 
smartly belted.  The differences are down 
to the unique 70’s style and colour palette.  
Team your non-denim flares with billowing 
sleeves, eye-bending patterns and ironic 
clichéd materials like silk and satin. 70’s 
style affords over-accessorising to a certain 
degree.  Keep it tidier for your sophisticate 
look than the bohemian one, bright jewels 
and stones are smart whilst still retaining 
the psychedelic edge.

The male take on flares is just as devel-
oped as the women’s, however, it revels 
less in 70’s fashion.  once again, this item 
has been cherry picked and absorbed into 
male eclectic style.  They will, according to 
designers, be the ultimate trend for men in 
the summer when you don’t want skinny 
jeans stuck to your legs with sweat.  invest 
in them early, and you’ll have a pair not 
available on the high-street when everyone 
else is buying them.

so there you have it, anything but an 
obituary for the skinny jean but some-
thing to experiment with.  if you don’t like 
skinny jeans or feel that they don’t suit 
your shape, then embrace this trend with 
both arms.  You never know when they’re 
going to be back en vogue again, it could be 
another 30 years.

Are skinny jeans still 
top of the clothes pile? 
Fashion Columnist 
Hugh Metcalf looks 
at this season’s retro 
alternative, 70’s flares 
and bell-bottoms

O
nce upon a time, back in an era when 
the television only had two channels 
and platform shoes weren’t just worn 
by women, courtship was like the stuff 
of classical Hollywood films. Couples 
would meet and fall in love. The next 
day the boy would surprise his new 
girl by turning up at her house unan-

nounced with a bouquet of flowers and they would take long 
strolls in the park, talking for hours which would only seem like 
minutes. it was the stuff of fairy tales or so my grandma would 
have me believe.  Apparently this type of romance has been left 
firmly in the past.

The other day my friend met a guy she liked and then 
spent the next day filling me in on every single detail of their 
conversation. “so how did you leave it then,” i enquired. “He 
said he’d facebook me,” she said. “oh how romantic,” i giggled. 
i mean can you imagine what a different movie Casablanca 
would be if, instead of suavely uttering, “Here’s looking at you, 
kid,” rick instead texted ilsa with this cheeky wink “;-)”. same 
sentiment, sort of, yet all the romance, sexiness and possibility 
has been drained out of it.

so this begs the question, in an era which has become 
overloaded with technological innovation, with everyone 
becoming more and more connected, are we now in danger of 
losing touch? is this new form of communication shorthand to 
show you care or a cowardly way to avoid intimacy?

even though i could quite easily use this article to rant 
and rave about the ways technology is now shaping our 
world, what is actually worth exploring is how it is affecting 
personal relationships.  It is hard to exactly define romance, 
but a definition according to Answers.com is “a mysterious or 
fascinating quality or appeal, as of something adventurous, 
heroic, or strangely beautiful” (notice the use of technology to 

find the definition). Texting has now surpassed a surprise visit 
to see your loved one on the popularity front, with a simple 
text message declaring your love for your partner as more than 
acceptable in the romance stakes. However, i’m sure most 
people would agree that spending an impromptu 60 seconds to 
send a text message is not considered adventurous, heroic, or 
beautiful! 

Dating is supposed to be personal and intimate whereas 
texting or social networking are two of the most impersonal 
forms of communication, where someone can hide behind their 
phone or computer screen.  How are you ever going to truly be 
able to get to know someone if all you’ve got to work with is a 
one worded text message “s’up?”. surely if someone really likes 
another human being then naturally they should want to speak 
to them or is the world moving so quickly that romance has 
now moved on and we now don’t have the time for the dating 
process?

Hollywood actor Ashton Kutcher, said whilst publicising 
his new film: “Whether we like it or not, the digital age has 
produced a new format for modern romance”. it allows the 
modern day worker to fit romance around their busy lives. But 
every new innovation comes hand in hand with certain pitfalls. 
The use of these new forms of communication is making the 
real interpretation of the message difficult with the result that 
you don’t always come up with the right answer.

in today’s society, the world revolves around technology.  
in our constant search for convenience and progress, we have 
failed to acknowledge that technology is endangering our 
essential interpersonal skills, which in turn is causing problems 
for our personal relationships. romance isn’t dead, but we 
are neglecting it. sadly, the technological explosion that we 
are experiencing is preventing us from lifting our heads from 
behind our screens long enough to see the natural beauty that 
still exists in the world.

Has technology killed romance?
In an era which has become overloaded with technological innovation Lauren Hirst asks whether 
technology is shorthand to show you care or a cowardly way to avoid intimacy? 

For whom the bell-bottom tolls
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For more Carolynne see:Puzzles

the samurai su Doku 
Fill the grid of that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. 

MYsTIC MACleOD

the Crossword
Answers: 1) Al Capon, 2) He marries her, ) Sweetheart,4)  A pair of gloves, symbolising the want for the hand in marriage 5) Empire State Building

Across
1 - Compress sharply (5)
4 - Lingered (7)
7 - Payment as a reward  
     (5)
8 - Lessen (8)
9 - self-indulgence (5)
11 - People who cannot  
       be trusted (8)
15 - one who lives  
       through affliction  
       (8)
17 - ___ DeGeneres: Us  
       talk-show host (5)
19 - improved (8)
20 - fish (5)
21 - Whining (7)
22 - espresso and  
       streamed milk (5)

Down
1 - Very basic (9)
2 - Pertaining to 
      marriage (7)
3 - snobbish (7)
4 - Medical practitioner  
     (6)
5 - sags (6)
6 - show (5)
10 - Deport (9)
12 - including  
       everything (7)
13 - Plain (7)
14 - refute (6)
16 - Disconnect from  
        power supply (6)
18 - Dignified music  
        passage (5)

the QuiZ - Valentines 
1. Names the leader of the Chicago gangsters responsible for the St Valentines Day Massacre 

in 1929?
2. According to an old English tradition, what is supposed to happen to the first man a 

woman sees on Valentines Day?
3. What does the word Valentine actually mean?
4. What was the traditional Valentines Day gift?
5. Which famous building in New York lights up a red heart each St Valentine’s Day? 

Answers below
AQuArius JAn 21 - FeB 17
A new year’s trip to the gym 
accompanied by possibly 
the entirety of the rest of the 
University and its staff will have 
dire repercussions. Your Privet 
Drive will play host to some 
sweaty friction-rashes. feel the 
burn.

PisCes FEB 18 - MAR 20
A new module this term will 
introduce you to someone new. 
However, Neptune forewarns 
you to remain wary. Get them to 
fill in a form about their regrets 
and life failings so they become 
vulnerable and dependent on 
your love. excellent.

Aries MAr 21- APr 19
A bit of bad news this week from 
some returned coursework will 
have your self esteem plummet 
and the Christmas chocolate 
devoured due to emotional pain. 
Cheer up: i hear the Christian 
Union are giving away more free 
food this week.

tAurus APR 20 - MAY 21
A delightfully refreshing visit 
to a friend living in town will 
take an unexpected take a 
disastererous twist. Whilst 
vacating Chancellor’s Wharf, 
blissfully unaware of the path’s 
proximity to the canal, you’ll 
quickly find yourself swimming 
with the eels.

geMini MAY 22 - JUNE 20
The lumberjacks have vacated, 
leaving a quaint path through 
the big scary forest surrounding 
campus in their wake. Take 
a picnic and pretend you are 
nine again. Watch out for 
less mentally stable students, 
woefully lost in memories of 
better days.

CAnCer June 21 - JuLY 22
A particularly sordid evening 
in the flat playing sleeping 
bag games, corridor jousting, 
corridor cricket, corridor tug of 
war, corridor slip ‘n’ slide and 
corridor capture the flag will 
result in some hefty damage 
to your property. say hello to 
poly-filler. 

Leo JULY 23 - AUG 22
it’s cold outside, the evenings 
are still dark, the mornings are 
still dark and your cupboards 
are bare from staying indoors. 
improvise breakfast this 
morning using the old rubbery 
water from your hot water 
bottle and flour for a thick tasty 
broth. 

Virgo AU3 23 - SEPT 22
A camel with many humps 
will become the subject of 
your daydreams this week. 
frequently cropping up in 
your subconscious, it will make 
concentration impossible. for 
every child you murder, a hump 
will be lost until the camel is 
destroyed.

LiBrA SEPT 23 - OCT 22
Tired of beans on toast now 
is the perfect time to start 
cooking up a creative storm! 
You don’t need to cook by the 
book to make a delicious dish, 
just remember the golden rule: 
metal + microwave = bad.

sCorPio OCT 23 - NOV 21
Uranus is flailing wildly, 
frantically urging me to pass 
on this important personal 
message: fun house, a whole lot 
of fun, prizes to be won; it’s the 
real crazy show where anything 
goes. fun house, it’s a quiz, it’s 
a race, it’s a real wacky place.

sAgitterius  noV 22 - DeC 21
oh saggy, you haven’t taken 
your vitamins and will now 
become ill, jeopardising your 
highly important studies. 
fear not, use your bedridden 
bewildered state to paint 
abstract masterpieces whilst you 
slowly fail your degree. farewell 
Lancaster, artistic acclaim and 
riches await!

CAPriCorn DEC 22 - JAN 20
Amidst a January clear out 
you will come across some 
memorabilia from first term. 
stick some Journey on and 
have a good weep for the banter 
that has come and gone. Maybe 
you could make a nostalgic 
collage! 


