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Breaking a few eggs
Carolynne gets into the Easter spirit with tips on how to make the most of your break

Lancaster
gets set for
£9000 fees

United and organised

●●LUSU proposes

possible partnership
over bars

Collette McColgan
Assistant Editor

●●University

Council passes motion
to charge maximum fee level

Erin O’Reilly
On Friday March 25, Lancaster
University Council voted to set the
University’s fee level at £9000 for
home undergraduate students.
The fee level will come into place
for the 2012/13 academic year. University Council is made up of trustees
of the University. It includes senior
members of staff as well as local
stakeholders.
Lancaster is now the latest in an
increasingly long line of universities
to say they will be charging the maximum amount of £9000 in tuition fees.
This sets them on par with other institutions at the higher reaches of the
league tables.
It is a move that has long been
suspected. Given Lancaster’s standing and growing reputation on the
national and global stage, the likelihood of it charging the maximum level
of fees has always been high.
The prospect has drawn opposition though. A number of autonomous
student groups on campus have campaigned for Lancaster not to charge
the £9000 maximum.
Lancaster University Students’
Union recently formalised its position on fees in light of the rumoured
increase. LUSU’s position was that
“fees at Lancaster University, given
the unwelcome funding environment,
should be at least £7,500 to cover its
funding gap”.
LUSU President Robbie Pickles
was reported to have said in that in
regards to the short term policy “we
[LUSU] need to pragmatic and be sure
to create the best deal for students in
the short term who, whether we like
it or not, will have to pay increased
fees.”
He expressed that he will always

be willing to “fight for improvements
to the Higher Education system” in
order to make the University admissions process “fairer to all.”
In order for LUSU to support
the decision of University Council
to charge £9000, Pickles said: “We
would need to be utterly convinced
that the University would be committed to providing the best possible academic experience available and that
students were confident they were
receiving value for money.”
He also feels that Lancaster “realistically has three options” due to the
limits set by the government controlling how funding can be raised.
Lancaster could “either charge
£6,000 and reduce its funding per
student by £1,500 or charge a higher
value” going on to explain that “in
order to charge higher, Lancaster has
to meet certain widening access measures which would mean it must, in
fact, charge a higher value of £8,000
to maintain its current level” and “any
addition rise over this would be new
money for the University.”
However, Pickles and LUSU are
keen to “continue to work with students, the NUS and the Government
to seek new alternatives which mean
that, in the long term, students will
never again have to face such unnecessary high levels of debt”.
The continuing attention on tuition
fees is splitting the student body.
Second year student, Grace
Fitzpatrick, believes: “The question is
no longer whether the fees should be
£9000 but what are we going to do to
change our university to suit a £9000
environment?”
She thinks that the University will
need to consider the price of “amenities such as the purple card, gym
continued on page five

Bar wars: A
new hope as
University and
SU enter talks

Read about the UCU stirke on page 5

The Students’ Union is hoping to
enter talks with the University’s Facilities department over the running of
the college bars. In a motion passed by
Union Council on Thursday Week 19,
discussions over the future of the bars
and what LUSU and college JCR executives can do are expected to start with
the Facilities department.
The two options that would be put
forward to Facilities involve LUSU
taking over drinks and entertainments
within the college bars. The difference
between the two comes down to food
service: one option would involve a
partnership with University catering
for food, the other would mean LUSU
took full control of every aspect of running the bars.
The move by LUSU to discuss the
running of the bars comes after the
change to opening hours earlier this
academic year, and amidst rumours
that the bars may face closure if they
cannot be outsourced from Catering, to
LUSU or an external company.
Students opposed the change to
alternate weekend opening nights for
the bars, and there have been some
small successes. Furness bar now
opens on both weekend days for a trial
period this term, along with the unaffected Cartmel and Graduate bars.
LUSU is hoping to come to a resolution with Facilities as to how the
college bars may be improved for students. Studies carried out by the Students’ Union showed that students had
dissatisfaction with the bars as they
currently operate.
In surveys and mystery shopper
practices carried out by the Union to
investigate current student opinion of
the bars, it was found that the main
alienating factor is the price of the
products available.
Students asked also commented on
a lack of advertisement of what was
going on in the bars, a lack of atmosphere, and a lack of comfortable furniture. However, they did value events

continued on page three
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Campus Festival continues to be a hit
Erin O’Reilly
Saturday of Week 19 saw LUSU
host its second Campus Festival, with
great success.
The day’s events began at 1pm
and attracted a large range of people.
Many students brought their parents
along to the festival, and it was also a
great success with future students at
the University on an open day who
also attended.
LUSU Events Coordinator James
Marenghi deemed the festival as “the
very best student bands and societies that Lancaster has to offer”.
People were kept entertained by the
face painting that the Welsh Society
supplied.
This year there were two stages,
meaning “we could keep people entertained during stage changeovers that
inevitably take a while” said Marenghi.
He went on to say “the key to this was
down to all the performance groups
being so flexible and accommodating
and the student coordinators being so
well organised”.
The festival kicked off with musical performances from the Wind Band
and Swing Groups, both ensembles
of the University of Lancaster Music
Society (ULMS). Second year student
Holly Sutton thought that the performances were a “very relaxing start to
the day”.
Lancaster University Glee Club
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The Lash performing at Campus Fest.
Photo by Will Grisedale

followed swiftly afterwards on the
smaller stage with
renditions of
classics.
More ensembles from ULMS performed throughout the day on both
stages, including the Big Band, Brass
Band, Brass Quintet, Trombone Club,
and Symphony Orchestra. The ULMS
choir along with the Gospel and Pentecostal choirs were also included in
the line-up.
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want to write?
If you want to write for SCAN
the best way is to go along to a
section meeting. All of the section
meetings are listed above so you
can see where and when to go. If
you can’t make a meeting email the
section editor and ask to be added
to their mailing list. Membership
of SCAN is £3, but you can join
Bailrigg FM and LUTube.tv at no
extra cost.

Sport
• The Women’s Rugby team take on Chester in a
fiercely fought final.
• We look back over the Tennis club’s mixed
fortunes this term.
• Men’s Hockey take on their Manchester rivals.
• Jack Smith examines the pros and cons of
standing in stadiums.

What SCAN says
With the debate about what level of fees
Lancaster should charge finally put to rest,
the discourse must now turn to justifying that
amount. Lancaster can do so, but if must let go
of old prejudices and embrace the new, £9000
a year student experience.

Amongst the student bands that
performed were The Lash and Tailored to Fit, who both made it to the
finals of Beach Break Live’s Battle of
the Bands. Robert McHugh, the drummer in The Lash, said that he “really
enjoyed the main stage” describing
the atmosphere as “laidback, really
nice, and enjoyable”. Craig Smith, the
bassist in Tailored to Fit, thought that
the festival was “a great showcase of

great bands and acts.”
“New talent is springing up everywhere” he continued, “and with
the ever increasing popularity of live
music on campus it’s events like this
that help present such great talent.”
Fellow band mate and guitarist, Richard Jenkins, added that he thought
“the crowd was brilliant”.
A variety of acoustic performances
were also showcased, from acts such
as OMG Small Guitars, Jess French,
and Ollie Gaskell, who said he “really
enjoyed playing and being involved in
the festival”. He went on to say that
“it was really well organised with a
good mix of everything” and thought
that it was “a great way to spend a
Saturday”.
Complementary to the musical
performances, there were also many
dance acts, including routines from
LUDanS recent show Third Edge.
LUBells, the Lancaster University
Belly Dancing Society and the Lancaster University Ballroom Dancing Society also took to the stages, along with
the Hip Hop and Breakdance Society
and the Cheerleading Society. Along
with the performances, many societies hosted stalls where people could
partake in various activities throughout the day, from playing Rock Band
to cake decorating.
The evening wrapped up with the
ULMS orchestra accompanying a
stunning fireworks display.
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Former Home
Secretary gives
inaugural lecture
Chris Housden
News Editor
Former
Home
Secretary,
Charles Clarke visited Lancaster University in Week 20 as part of his position as Visiting Professor of Politics
and Faith. During his stay he gave his
inaugural lecture as a professor of the
University on the evening of Wednesday Week 20.
The lecture, entitled Politics and
Faith: Increasingly Intertwined?, was
held in the Storey Institute in Lancaster at 7pm. Clarke’s intention in the
lecture was to address the often overlooked fact that faith is a “factor, often
a highly significant factor, in current
politics and diplomacy both internationally and domestically”.
He warned against the fact that
with faith and politics “the relationship
is all too often characterised by misunderstandings and misrepresentations”.
He expressed that an area of concern in people who “consider almost
every act of believers as motivated by
malevolence, evangelistic ambition or
self-interest”.
Clarke also highlighted how misguided prejudice and judgement of
other cultures and beliefs often is. The
lecture demonstrated how faith is fundamentally present in many elements
of Britain which are not superficially
always associated with religion, covering education, the structures of community, the way social care is organised, and health care and many other
components in between.
Before giving his lecture, Clarke
agreed to an interview after attending
a meet and greet event for the Politics
Department Open Day.
Of his appointment in October as
a Visiting Professor, Clarke said: “I’m
absolutely delighted for two reasons;
one, I’ve always thought Lancaster is a
good university and I’m pleased to be

associated with it but two, they’ve got
this focus on politics and faith with the
department of Politics, Philosophy and
Religion.” He commended that “Professor Linda Woodhead here leads the
national research programme on faith
and society”.
The position of Visiting Professor entails that Clarke visits the University roughly three times a year
for around a week at a time. He outlined that “during those weeks I have
a programme which is organised which
involves some lecturing, some seminars, some coming to events like this
[the Politics Department Open Day],
and just a range of different things.” He

“I don’t accept
the description
Mickey Mouse
degrees, I never
have”
is also a Visiting Professor at the University of East Anglia.
In a previous lecture at University
College Worcester while he was Education Secretary, Clarke argued that
“universities exist to enable the British economy and society to deal with
the challenges posed by the increasingly rapid process of global change”.
Based on this assertion, he was asked
whether he felt the influx of so many
“Mickey Mouse” degrees such as travel
and tourism would really help rather
than traditional academia.
He immediately came back on that
saying: “I don’t accept the description
Mickey Mouse degrees, I never have”.
He then argued their importance,
focussing on travel and tourism but
“only taking this example as the one
you mentioned”. Their significance lies
in studying the world in that field “and

Charles Clarke at the PPR Open Day.
Photo by Amie Slater

then enabling people to operate in that
way I think is important”.
Staying on the topic of education, the tuition fees hike and recent
cuts to areas such as humanities were
the next focus. Clarke said that such
action “is completely mistaken”. He
believes that there were other options
than such drastic cuts. Even with “40%
cuts rather than 80% cuts, you would
have found much more flexibility for
the universities.” The current attitude “is very damaging to the aspirations of people from all kinds of backgrounds to be able to get to university,”
he said.

The frequency with which the rhetoric of Broken Britain is seen in the
tabloid press and the current government’s speeches was then turned to.
Asked whether he believed Britain is
that broken, Clarke replied: “I don’t,
really. Obviously there’s massive issues
in many parts of the country and I don’t
want to minimise any of those.” While
Clarke was Home Secretary, he cited,
crime significantly reduced, which he
feels is important as “it’s a symptom
of it not being a broken society.” Problems exist, but “it’s mistaken to overdescribe them”.
Asked for an opinion on the budget

which was announced that day, March
23, Clarke said that he hadn’t had a
proper look but he was unsure “the
change in tax thresholds was necessary, I think it was a purely political act, and nor would I have changed
the fuel tax figures”. He reasoned he’d
rather they’d found “to reduce the level
of spending cuts that we’re dealing
with.”
The tuition fee protests which took
place last November, overseen by current Home Secretary Theresa May,
attracted criticism of her praise of the
police after the violence. From what he
saw, Clarke was asked whether he felt
it was handled adequately by the minister and the authorities.
He was markedly diplomatic,
beginning “I think the police are in
a complete no win situation in this”,
and then reasoning that unfortunately
heavy police presences are required.
He recognised that: “There are some
groups who are deliberately setting
about creating destruction in so far
as they can, and they have to be controlled I’m afraid.” He also clarified during the next question that the
instigators were “not just students,
they’re citizens.”
Did this distinction then mean
Clarke felt the government were deliberately political in labelling the protest instantly as a riot, and to blanket name the instigators as students?
Clarke responded “I think that both
Nick Clegg and the Liberal Democrats, because they hate being unpopular, and some parts of the government,
use language which I would describe as
provocative to look at the issue.”
While reasoning that balance is
required in such volatile events, Clarke
argued: “I wouldn’t be going around
trying to vilify groups”. Clarke was quietly critical, saying “I think it’s a mistake to try to bring together some of
those people who were doing those
things with the body of students”.
Finally, with Comic Relief’s Red
Nose Day airing the Friday before the
interview, Clarke’s opinion was asked
on ex-Prime Minister Gordon Brown’s
performance in a sketch featuring
James Corden’s character Smithy. He
confessed that he had missed it, and
that while “I saw David Cameron’s
little exercise” he couldn’t comment on
his old party leader. He did offer “If it’s
any consolation my wife thought it was
okay”.

Bar wars: A new hope as University and SU enter talks
continued from front page

such as pub quizzes, live bands, open
mic nights and Friday Fury, all of
which are operated by LUSU and its
JCR executives.
There was a great deal of difference
in how people thought about their bars
– some students, largely those on JCR
executives, think of their college bar as
the lounge they may lack in their own
flat. Others, however, described the
bars as “cliquey”.
Another aspect that students felt
let down on was that of opening hours:
students felt bars were not open at
times when they would expect to be,
and that the 11pm closing time was too
early.
LUSU President, Robbie Pickles, is
hoping to engage Mark Swindlehurst,
Director of Facilities at the University

in discussions about the future of the
bars. He said: “I think that currently
the college bars are being managed in
a way that is not necessarily healthy to
the student experience. The Students’
Union has a way to communicate with
students to improve the social experience in Lancaster.”
The change of operator of the bars
would hopefully result in a better student experience, and more students
wishing to use the bars.
The idea of a possible LUSU running of the bars had a mixed reception among some students asked.
Chris Beck, a Pendle student, said he
feared the bars might lose some of
their individuality. “I think that as it
is there are certain bars, such as Grad
and Furness, which are different to
the other on campus and if LUSU took

them over, they’d all just slowly turn
into nine versions of the same thing”,
he said.
He went on: “I guess it’s because I
don’t really see LUSU doing anything
innovative [for students]. [If prices
decrease] maybe there is an advantage
to making them LUSU owned, but I
still reckon it’s okay as it is.”
In agreement with Beck was Paul
Hannah, a student from Lonsdale. He
felt the Union was too political an institution to run the bars adequately. “The
Union already has far too much of a
hand in what students do socially. This
would surely only mean even more of a
stigma attached to drinking, as in the
Sugarhouse. At least the University has
some business acumen behind it”, he
said.
“While I am not happy with how the

bars are standardised across campus,
I believe that transferring power to
LUSU would be a backwards step. I
think that, if anything, LUSU needs
less of a hand in all the facets of student life”, he continued.
Seeing the potential positives in
the move, however, was Furnessian,
Rachel Black. “I think it would be really
good if people who were actually in
turn with and willing to meet students’
needs were in charge of what goes on
in the bars. LUSU are equipped to
get input from students and meet our
needs in a way that Catering have, so
far, failed to do”, she said.
Another Lonsdale student, Emma
Williams, also saw LUSU-run bars as
a good thing. “If they’ve got room to
make changes and run things how the
customers would like them – which

shouldn’t be too hard, as LUSU itself
consists of the customers – I think
it would be a good opportunity to try
and boost the takings of the bars”, she
said.
Martha Sprackland, Furness student and bartender at Furness bar
said: “A lot of the criticisms people put
forward for everything being run by
Catering is that the students have no
way of getting their opinions of suggestions to those in charge, even the bar
staff aren’t listened to.”
She added: “Considering LUSU is
student-led, that would intuitively lead
to an improvement in the channels of
communication between the bar staff,
the students, and those in charge of
making decisions about the bar, which
can only be a positive thing, as far as
I’m concerned.”
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the amount of quiet space during exam
season and it is viewed as a “concern”.
However, Hughes suggested that the
proposed changes aim to remedy this
issue.
When asked about the changes that
have taken place and the plans for
future developments, third year Geography student Ali Corkill said: “I think
that the changes in the library are definitely a good thing. The new machines
save a lot of time as it means no more
queuing to take books out/returning
books/paying fines - all this can be
done at the same time”.
Corkill added: “The possibility of
more electronic resources, for example, ebooks would be brilliant as I
know on my course the key text books
are always in high demand, so the
ability to access these online would be
a great advantage”.
However not all students view the
changes as positive. Lesia Strilecki, a
third year Criminology student said:
“I am opposed to the changes in the
library and the cuts that have been
made because there is no longer any
interaction whatsoever with library
staff when taking books out or returning them. I agree that the uploading of

New librarian
summons winds
of change
Charlotte Urban
News Editor
Following rumours that the
library was facing cuts, the University has been keen to stress that it will
in fact be undergoing a number of
improvements.
Clare Powne, the new Head Librarian at Lancaster’s University library
recently acknowledged that there had
been some hearsay regarding cuts,
and consequently, staff redundancies.
Whilst Powne verified that there had
been some staff reductions, she maintained that they were in the interest of
students’ needs: “The library is rapidly
transforming from a print to a digital
facility. There are more requirements
for ebooks and online journals than
ever before, and the library needs to
adapt to these needs.”
Powne went on to say that there
has been approximately a 30%
decrease in borrowing of books from
the library in the last six to seven
years, and a short loan reduction of
approximately 65%. The resources
available will now change in accordance with this statistic, with the introduction of more ebooks and journals, and hiring staff with the relevant
IT skills to aid the use of digital supplies. Subsequently, less clerical staff
is required, in corroboration with the
changing times.
Powne also commented on the

introduction of the new self-service
machines and acknowledges that the
addition of this new equipment unfortunately coincided with the shift within
staffing. Powne went on to maintain
that the change in staff was “not about
reduction, but about investing in the
future of the library”.
When discussing this prospect,
Powne said about the possibility of
using Augmented Reality (AR) to aid
students in finding resources in the
facility. AR is the term used for a program available on a mobile phone
that adapts a real-world environment
to represent reality on your mobile
device. Therefore, a student could use
AR when struggling to find a book or
journal in the library, by typing the
location into their mobile device, and
the program will effectively lead them
to the desired location.
Powne went on to discuss the
changes that are planned for the building itself, confirming that the University is at the beginning of a project to
re-model the library. Currently, the
University is looking into the study
space a student requires, whether
there is demand for increased IT facilities and the potential introduction of
more power sockets to accommodate
students wishing to bring laptops to
the library. “These proposed changes
are intended to begin immediately
after exams have concluded,” Powne
suggested.

Students get
funny for money
●●Lancaster groups get creative with fund
raising for Comic Relief

Jen Day

Lancaster students were
inspired to access their comic and
caring sides on Friday March 18, by
getting involved in an array of fund
raising events in support of Comic
Relief both on and off campus.
Lancaster’s Bailrigg FM carried out
a 24 hour broadcast, where three DJs;
Paul Hodges, Bailrigg’s Program Controller; Curtis Kennington, the General
Secretary and Rachel Harvey, Assistant Station Manager, had to remain
on the airwaves for the duration of 24
hours. They were joined by other DJs
throughout the period of time to help
to motivate them and bring some variation to the schedule.
Unlike Radio 1’s Longest Ever
Show, in which Chris Moyles and
Dave Vitty spent 52 hours on air for
Comic Relief this year, the BailriggFM

DJs were not able to take breaks away
from the airwaves and someone had to
be on air at all times.
During 10am till 3pm Bailrigg
FM’s live broadcast moved to Sainsbury’s foyer, chosen because Sainsbury’s is the largest sponsor of Comic
Relief. Here the DJs took part in dares
such as climbing into a bath of baked
beans and promoted the prizes they
had on offer. This included ten Sugarhouse tickets, Jack Daniels merchandise and two family passes to Sandcastle Waterpark, Blackpool worth
£50, to be won for guessing the correct number of red Smarties in a pint
glass.
The team raised £305 from online
donations, competitions and a charity
bucket located at the Lancaster City
game. They also had a “swear jar” in
the station, where every time as mistake was made or a wrong button was

“A refurb will help
ensure it doesn’t
fall too far behind’

Photo by Elliot Westacott
Robin Hughes, LUSU’s Vice President (Academic) commented on the
planned refurbishment of the library,
saying: “I think a refurbishment
of library facilities is welcome; the
library is the heart of campus and a
refurb will help ensure it doesn’t fall

too far behind our more impressive
new buildings. It will also help keep
the library a relevant destination for
students by reacting to what they want
out of the space.”
Hughes went on to say that he
acknowledges there is an issue with

press the DJ’s had to put money into
the bucket.
After the 24-hour broadcast had
been completed, Harvey told SCAN:
“We feel the broadcast went very, very
well. [...] The response from the listeners was very touching. Even in the
middle of the night they messaged in
with supportive messages/jokes/stories etc, and we always had good listening figures.”
Peter Gartland and Andrew Pickering’s simple but effective Pie in
the Face for Red Nose Day involved
foam pies being thrown at Gartland
and Pickering outside LUSU between
12pm and 4pm. They managed to
raise £115.81 for Comic Relief.
When asked why they decided on
pies, Gartland said: “We toyed with
a few other ideas like water balloon
throwing but we thought that this was
an absolute classic [...] It is something
funny for money.”
Lancaster University Comedy
Institute For Amateurs also got in on
the act, bringing the comedy to Comic
Relief, by performing LUCIFA Laughs
in Fylde bar. Two teams of four comedians were pitted against each other,
to encourage the audience to donate
money on which acts they liked the
best. The society managed to draw
their largest audience to date, and
raise £126 for the charity. They had
some huge laughs, particularly from

Jak Marshall and Tom Dransfield.
“We want to drive home how effective comedy can be as a means of
promoting and drawing attention to
social issues. We think that Comic
Relief is an excellent example of this
and we want to support it as much as
we can,” said former society President
and founder, Ben Winterton.
The newly opened Pendle Rooms
hosted a fancy dress party that
included leg waxing of the male JCR
executive in order to raise money. A
slave auction offered up a meal cooked
by the college Principle, an unlimited third term guest list to the Sugarhouse, as well as a date with LUSU
President, Robbie Pickles. The night
also sported Sumo Wrestling, drinks
offers and a DJ set by Sugarhouse’s

£305

the amount raised by Bailrigg FM
from their 24 hour broadcast
Jack Woodgate.
Pendle JCR President, Sam
Crompton saw the night as a success
and the event managed to raise a massive £450.
The SCAN team have taken their
kit off to show their support of Comic
Relief. Shot back in November, a

more ebooks is an improvement but I
miss the interaction and the friendly
nature of the library which has now
been completely lost.”
Finally, when asked about the
opening hours throughout the exam
period, Powne said that “the library
will be open 99 hours per week”. Following discussions with Hughes and
Robbie Pickles, LUSU President, the
library will now be open from 8am
until midnight, Monday to Friday
during Summer Term. It will be open
9am till midnight on Saturdays during
that term as well.
group of editors and writers braved
the freezing temperatures and took
a series of risqué photographs to
become part of an academic calendar.
The idea was inspired by the Fylde
ladies dart team who had done a similar fund raiser two years before.
When asked about the experience, SCAN Assistant Editor, Collette
McColgan said: “The day as a whole
was really funny. Obviously the
beginning was a little awkward, as
you would probably expect from a
group of people about to get naked
for a photo shoot. However, once one
person braved it, everyone else did.
The awkwardness and hefty supply of
wine definitely made the whole thing
more amusing for us at least.”
The calendars will be printed to
order costing £5 and can be ordered
from the SCAN office in the LUSU
building, or by emailing scan.
assistanteditor@lusu.co.uk.
Comic Relief is a charity based
in the UK, striving to “create a just
world free from poverty”. They work
to tackle social injustices both in the
UK and abroad, having worked in 76
countries globally since they were
established in 1985.
Red Nose Day 2011, saw
£74,360,207 raised as comics and
performers pulled together, entertaining the nation into parting with their
hard earned pennies.
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Lecturers man picket lines for pensions
Jonnie Critchley
Members of the University and
College Union (UCU) at Lancaster
walked out in two days of strike action
in Week Ten, in disputes over pensions, job security and pay. This was
in conjunction with members of the
Union, which represents academic
staff, in 63 UK universities taking
action recently.
Tuesday’s strike was in protest
against proposed changes to the Universities Superannuation Scheme
(USS), a final-salary pension scheme
for academics and related staff. On
Thursday, USS members were joined
by protesters defending their job security and pay. Approximately 50% of
Lancaster academics are UCU members, which equates to 745 people. 72%
of Lancaster UCU members voted for
strike action over the USS issue, with
83% voting for action short of a strike,
which could cause further disruption
next term.
The dispute between the UCU and
the Higher Education Employers’ Pension Forum (EPF) continues, with
each side accusing the other of refusing to negotiate. The strikes caused
disruption to classes, potentially
inconveniencing one million students
nationwide. Despite this, students at
Lancaster have been largely supportive of the academics, with whom the
University has taken a harsh stance,
docking
a
higher-than-expected
amount of pay and freezing pension
contributions.
UCU have stressed that strike
action was a last resort. “None of us
want[ed] to go on strike – we’ll all be
losing a significant amount of pay as a
result, and this will cause real hardship
for many of us” said Lancaster’s UCU
Press Liaison James Groves.
Groves said: “The responsibility for
this mess lies with the employers. We
accept students will be inconvenienced
but hope they’ll understand why we’ve
been forced to take action”. He added
that the UCU blame the EPF for refusing to meet them for talks through
the conciliation service ACAS; “unfortunately for students, the Chair of
the EPF has declined UCU’s offer [to
meet].”
However, the EPF dispute this. An
article on their website, with a statement from their Chair Brian Cantor,
reads: “UCU claims that it is striking
because the employers refuse to negotiate on pension changes. In fact there
have been three years of negotiations
between the university employers and
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the UCU”. The article also accuses the
UCU itself of “refus[ing] to engage
with employers in the proper forum for
negotiating scheme change, the JNC
[Joint Negotiating Committee].”
In the past the University has contributed the money it has not paid
striking staff into the Student Hardship Fund. It has not yet been confirmed that this was the case with last
week’s strike.
The dispute at Lancaster took an
additional turn ahead of the strikes
when the University announced that
staff involved would lose a higherthan-expected amount of pay, equivalent to 1/260th of annual salary.
1/365th is the standard amount lost in
such circumstances. On top of this, the
University suspended their contributions to the USS for the days in question, which meant that staff members
were not then covered for death in service. Had a staff member been killed on
those days, their loved ones would not
have been compensated.
UCU spokesperson Groves said that
“the University is within its rights to
suspend pension contributions, but
we’re saddened that they have taken
such a hard and uncaring line”. Staff
were still able to maintain their cover,
but this was at their own expense as
they had to pay both their own and the
employers’ USS contributions.
The UCU argues that changes
to be made to the USS would be
extremely costly to academics, especially new members. They are particularly opposed to the EPF’s proposal to
introduce a two-tier pension scheme,
which would see existing USS members retain their final salary pension
and new entrants to the scheme receive
a pension calculated on ‘career average
revalued earnings’ (CARE).
Although benefits for existing members would be protected, their contributions to the scheme would increase
under the proposals from 6.35% to
7.5% of annual salary. Employers’ contributions, by contrast, would be frozen
at their current level of 16%.
UCU’s research into the prospects
of new USS members suggests that a
lecturer retiring now, having worked
for 35 years, would on the CARE
scheme receive only 70% of the pension a final salary scheme would have
provided. “If the lecturer then lived
in retirement for 18 years, they would
lose at least £127,000 over that time,”
the UCU website states.
The EPF article defends their proposals. It reads that “the retention of a
final salary pension for all existing USS

members is an exceptionally good benefit and the CARE scheme for future
employees is in line with what looks to
[becoming] the norm in all sectors”.
A statement from Lancaster University states that the University “regrets”
the action of UCU members relating
both to job security and USS. “While
job security issues are a serious concern for many people at the moment,
Lancaster University is in a strong
position to face the financial changes”.
The statement, in line with EPF statements, also argues that changes to
USS are necessary to ensure its longterm financial sustainability, despite
the UCU arguing that the scheme is in
“robust health”.
Despite the inconvenience of cancelled classes, students have been on
the whole supportive of the strikes.
Ahead of the strikes, LUSU President
Robbie Pickles told SCAN that ProVice Chancellor (Colleges and Student Experience) Amanda Chetwynd
had assured him that missed lectures
would be rescheduled, and that “as
such, LUSU is now in full support of
the strike” and wished “the best of luck
to all the staff involved”.
Staff were also joined on the picket
line by students, particularly members of Lancaster University Against
Cuts (LUAC), who had run a solidarity
campaign throughout Week Ten. “Students and staff must continue to stand
together [against University management]. Attacks on staff are attacks on
students and their education and wellbeing” argued LUAC member Chris
Witter.
This sentiment was echoed by members of Lancaster Labour Club showing
their support on the picket line. “Students have shown their support even if
it has meant disturbances to their education” said Jonathan Dixon and Paul
Aitchison.
Second year Management School
student James Birtles told SCAN that
he hadn’t been affected by the strikes
but was able to sympathise with the
academics’ cause. He did add however,
that “I personally can’t see how the
fairly minimal protests they have held
will have any real effect”.
UCU members speaking on the
second day of action were happy with
the way the strikes have gone. “I think
it’s gone very well. The students know
that there’s a strike on, so that’s job
done on the first thing, every department’s had some disruption, so that’s
job done on the second thing, and I
think the employer has been inconvenienced somewhat” said Groves.

many universities such as Exeter,
Cambridge, and Imperial College
London will be deciding to charge the
maximum fees, some could be charged
fines if they “impose unreasonable tuition fees next year”.
They have also stated that if a university wishes to charge above the
minimum of £6000 they will have “to
do more to widen participation of disadvantaged students.”
Business secretary, Vince Cable,

has urged universities to keep their
fees down as pursuing an “aggressive
policy” could “destroy their own student base” and result in the university
being “very badly hurt” as well.
Clegg was reported in the Guardian as saying that he “cannot think of
anything more absurd than a university saying, to prove that they can offer
a good education, they can whack up
the price to £9000. They are not
Harrods”.

Lancaster gets set for £9,000 fees
continued from front page

membership, printing, and parking
for example” and will have “to be realistic about what a £9000 student will
expect from university”.
On the contrary, first year student
Xantha Leatham, who is a UK citizen but lives in Hong Kong, does not
“think Lancaster should charge extra
tuition fees because it severely limits
the amount of people who can afford
to come here”.

She believes that “the amount of
actual contact hours we have a week
are probably worth just about the
amount we are paying now, and if the
fees rise then the number of people
who apply to Lancaster will most
likely decline, and the number of
people applying to more reasonablypriced universities will increase”.
Leatham also believes that with the
lack of graduate jobs available, some
students may be more tempted to get

a job “straight after school” in order to
avoid the inevitable “massive” debts
that they would have when leaving
university. She added: “For international students, who already have
to pay much higher tuition fees, the
prices would be extortionate, and Lancaster’s reputation as an international
university might be affected if the
number of foreign students decrease
due to further increases in price.”
According to the Guardian, while

www.lusu.co.uk
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Bowland bid bar farewell before refurbishment
Chris Housden
News Editor
After two delays, Bowland College bar is finally closing to be given
its first redecoration since it opened
in 1967 by way of a major structural refurbishment. It will reopen in
September.
Bowland JCR President Anastasia Rattigan said: “I am really happy
the refurbishment is going ahead now,
it was definitely Bowland’s turn for
revamp. I have seen the layout design,
which includes types of flooring and
where the toilets are going to go etc.”
The bar itself is to be extended into the
space that the current toilets occupy,
alleviating the issue faced on events
such as Friday Fury where the small
bar is crammed with people unable to
queue anywhere.
The latest issue of the college magazine The Bowland Lady features the
proposed designs as its cover art. Rattigan said: “It will be keeping the current character as a cosy pub with comfy
sofas, it’ll just be a bit more spacious”,
reflecting the desire of many students
and of the licensee Ian Thompson to
avoid a drastic redesign which would
remove the current atmosphere.
With the closure of the bar at the
end of this term, Bowland College
events are without a venue for third
term. Rattigan reassured that while
“we are currently looking for an alter-
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native location for Bowland Extrav,
[...] wherever the event is going to take
place it’ll be very very good.”
Rattigan outlined the farewell
week’s events: “Starting with a quiz on
the Wednesday with big cash prizes for
first, second and third teams. On the
Friday there will be cheap drinks, a DJ

for people to have one last party in the
old bar. Then on the Saturday Bowland
will be hosting its very own drink the
bar dry which will start early afternoon
and go on till late.”
The bar was previously set to close
during May 2009 for work to commence over the summer holiday, with

the JCR Executive planning a series
of events and producing memorabilia
such as engraved tankards to sell. The
money spent on the end of the bar celebrations was wasted as it was then
revealed that the refurbishment would
not be going ahead, and the memorabilia lost its appeal. There are still
tankards available behind the bar from
that celebration.
New furniture and a new coat of
paint were applied in the Easter holidays of the academic year 2009-2010
as a stop gap after the second delay
meant that the bar’s closure in March
2010 was no longer going ahead
either.
The proposals for the refurbishment of much of the college including Bowland Main and the quad were,
however, at least approved in March
2010, giving the go-ahead to what
will now be a major construction project including residences and the bar.
At the time of this approval Bowland
College Principal Joe Thornberry said
“We want to retain a traditional bar;
students treat the college as their home
and we want to retain this cosiness. At
the moment the bar is small and run
down, and it isn’t what students want,”
he said. “There has been frustration
from the students that it has taken so
long, but also an acknowledgement
that we need to get it right. Bowland
students deserve to have some money
spent on their college.”

Appeal for witness
Charlotte Urban
PC Gary Wynne, the constable
responsible for Lancaster’s campus
has recently issued a witness appeal.
A purse was stolen from the University library on Thursday, Week 12 at
approximately 1.15pm from underneath a computer desk on the B floor.
As there were four other bays in the
vicinity and someone was sitting in
one, PC Wynne is trying to locate this
individual. He is believed to be a young
male, and could have important information about other people moving
throughout the area. PC Wynne urges
this male to contact him if he believes
he could be that individual.
In addition, there were two suspicious males in the vicinity. They are
believed to be Scottish due to their
accents and both approximately 40-60
years of age. The first male is thought
to have had slicked back brown hair,
glasses, wearing a white top with a
lump or growth on his face. The other
male was bald or shaven, also wearing
a white top and carrying a rucksack.
The first male is thought to be around
5’7” and the second male is believed to
be taller.
Moreover, both males were spotted
in the sports hall that day. PC Wynne
advises that you contact him at the
Lancaster Police Station if you think
you saw either man around campus,
in the library on in the sports hall that
day.

FIND OUT
WHAT’S GOING
ON OVER THE
VACATION
vacation.lusu.co.uk
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A LOOK AT

GRADUATE RECRUITMENT
It’s not too late to get
some careers help and
find that job!
Elaine Davies & Wendy Broad, CEEC.

Thinking about
Postgraduate Study?
Why not continue your studies at a

Top 10 University?

If you are leaving university this year
and you haven’t sorted out your career
plans yet
DON’T PANIC!
Lots of help is still available to you from
the Careers Service.
Careers interviews
If you need your CV, or application
form checking, want to discuss a
forthcoming interview, or, simply need
to talk through (or start making) your
career plans, then you can book an
appointment with a Careers Adviser.
Mock interviews

Lancaster is in the top ten in all three
national league tables – ranking 10th in
the Times, 8th in the Independent and
6th in the Guardian

www.lancaster.ac.uk/postgraduate

Get that Graduate Job workshop

Covers the whole application process
from job search to application forms
and CVs, through to interviews and
assessment centres – in fact everything
you need to know to help you get a
graduate job, but in one day!
Graduate recruitment fairs

These run in cities throughout the
country in May and June to allow large
companies to fill any remaining 2011
graduate vacancies. For full details see
www.prospects.ac.uk

Don’t forget to collect your GRADPACK
before you leave, which contains
vital information about job vacancies,
CVs and applications, interviews and
ongoing careers support. They will
be available for collection from the
Careers Service from 23rd May.

Final year students who have a job
interview coming up are now also able
to book a full 45 minute mock interview
with a Careers Adviser. Supportive
feedback will be given to help you to
make any improvements that might be
necessary.

To find out more about the help
available from Careers, or to book on to
any of the workshops, see our website
www.careers.lancs.ac.uk

Careers workshops

Have a strategy for success

Workshops will run throughout the
summer term e.g. CVS, Application
Forms, Teacher Training, Job Interviews
and Assessment Centres.

Despite economic uncertainty, there
are thousands of jobs out there and
although competition is steep, if you
can demonstrate focus, commitment,

Choosing a career or course
in the present climate

enthusiasm and relevant experience
you will stand out from the crowd.
Applying for anything and everything is
not the best strategy. Decide what you
want to do and plan how to get there.
Understand yourself
Start by understanding yourself
and match your motivators, values,
strengths and skills with employment
opportunities.
Don’t
forget
to
consider your personal needs and life
constraints. ‘Prospects Planner’ and
‘Target jobs careers-report’ provide a
list of career options that may suit you.
To look into your needs and motivators
try ‘windmills online’ or attend
‘Choosing your career’ workshop. Talk
to careers advisers to get you started.
Do your research
To find out more about job roles, use
‘Prospects: types of jobs’ and talk to
employers at the Autumn Careers Fair
or at employer events. CEEC offers
work shadowing or work experience
opportunities and a mentoring scheme
to give an insight into occupations.
Understand
market

the

employment

Be realistic about your options. Use
‘Prospects’ to direct you to labour
market information and talk to
employers about their recruitment

plans. Remember that around 60% of
graduate jobs are open to graduates of
any discipline.
Postgraduate study
Employers value relevant work
experience so postgraduate study with
a work placement could give you a
competitive edge. Choose your course
carefully and ask for information on
graduate employability.

Remember CEEC is here to
help.
Competing in the Graduate Job
Market
Current employment statistics highlight
how challenging the job market is for
young people at present, but don't let
the figures put you off your graduate
job search.
The message we are getting from many
employers is that they are recruiting
and in some cases are not receiving the
number of applications they’d expect.
This may be because students and
graduates are being demoralised by
what they read and hear in the media.
Many sectors are competitive but there
are still jobs to apply for.
The best place to look for the fullest
range of graduate jobs all in one
place is the university’s own jobs site
CEEC4jobs www.jobs.lancs.ac.uk .

Top 5 Tips for CV
• Stress achievements – not activities – don’t tell them what you
did tell them how well you did it.
• Check spelling and punctuation.
• Remember – it’s not about you it’s about the role and the company you are going for – ensure everything on your CV is relevant to the job.
• Have a professional email address – keep the joke one’s for you
friends.
• Do not include a photograph unless it is specifically asked for.

Top 5 Tips for job hunTing
•

Everyone around you is a contact! Use them.

•

Contact companies you actually want to work for whether or not they
have a vacancy.

•

Be honest with yourself about what you really want to do.

•

Remember job hunting is your responsibility no one else’s.

•

No cheek no chance!

At the time of writing there were 400
live vacancies available, updated daily.
Vacancies are in all sectors, not just
with the big name graduate recruiters,
and for all degree subjects – see the
list opposite for examples of new
vacancies posted this week.

•

Environmental Consultant,
BRIDGEWATER CONSULTANCY

•

Project Controller - Foreign
Language Projects; ANDIAMO!
LANGUAGE SERVICES LTD

•

Powerbox International - Video
Editor/Photographic Assistant,
STARTINTV.COM

New jobs on CEEC4jobs this week
include:
•

Web Marketing Co-ordinator,
SOUTH LAKELAND PARKS

•

Biological Data Officer, CUMBRIA
BIODIVERSITY DATA CENTRE

•

Graduate Trainee Scheme,
HARPER COLLINS

•

Human Resources Opportunities,
ICAP PLC

•

Product Development Graduates,
JAGUAR LANDROVER

•

Requirements Analyst, Capgemini
Aspire Academy

•

Education Law Advisor,
MAXWELL GILLOTT

•

Trainee Copywriters; MEDIAVEST
(MANCHESTER) LTD

•

Graduate Opportunities; SAATCHI
& SAATCHI ADVERTISING

•

Economist/Statistician; OECD

•

English Teacher, TIANJIN
NORMAL UNIVERSITY

University
careers
services
are
working to improve the job prospects
of graduates by developing paid
graduate internships with a broad
range of employers to help you find
suitable work and to develop the
skills, commercial awareness and
vocational knowledge and experience
employers in all sectors are looking
for. At Lancaster, ask in CEEC about
UNITE Placements. Or ask at your
local university careers service if you
are retuning home.
As a graduate, your long-term
employment prospects remain good.
Research from the UK Commission
for Employment and Skills predicts
that graduate-level occupations are
going to expand rapidly over the next
decade, with roles in business services
– accountancy, law, consultancy,
advertising and public relations –
accounting for more than a third of
total jobs growth by 2017.

this little worker decided to look for summer
vacation work using
jobshop.lusu.co.uk gaining extra skills for his
CV as well as earning the respect and admiration
of his nestmates!

jobshop
a positive way to look for part time work

jobshop.lusu.co.uk

The co-operative

I graduated from Lancaster in 2007
having studied BBA Management for
four years, which included a year’s
placement as a trainee manager
with Asda. I went onto work at the
Head Office of George Clothing and
Footwear where I was an assistant
merchandiser for a year.
Wanting a new challenge and keen

to work for an ethical business, I
decided that after several years
with Asda it was time for a change.
I’d always liked Manchester and
remembered meeting some Cooperative graduates at a careers fair
and had been really impressed with
the scheme they offered. So I applied
for their management development
programme. The main thing for me
was the fact that it was a scheme
where you didn’t have to specialise
in a particular function from day
one. You undertake a series of four
month projects in different business
areas – in any of the Co-operative’s
many businesses. So it’s a really
great opportunity to try your hand
at a variety of things before deciding
what kind of role you want to end up
in.
Whilst on the graduate scheme I
worked in a range of areas on a
number of high profile projects.
Firstly I worked within Corporate HR
to design and create an online careers

portal for our Corporate functions, to
modernise the recruitment process,
improve candidate experience, and
our overall employer brand. In 2009
I was fortunate enough to lead a
Somerfield integration project that
built the business case for integrating
and rebranding their home delivery
service, worth £70m a year, and
secured £1.9m investment from our
Executive to rollout out innovative
new touchscreen technology. I then
went on to work in our Membership
Marketing team where I managed
numerous cross sales direct mailers
– targeting customers of one
business with offers to get them to
trade into another of our businesses.
I also wrote the business case for the
introduction of a Junior Membership
Scheme which has subsequently
been agreed and is now being
developed as a proposition. Finally, I
worked in Food Marketing helping to
establish a new Strategic Planning
function. I created various long
term planning tools and rolled them
out to the Marketing teams, as well
as establishing a new process for
Marketing Planning.
Having completed the scheme I
remained in the Food Marketing

team for a year as a Marketing
Planning Manager before recently
moving into a new role, and now
work in Commercial Projects within
the Food business. Commercial
comprises our Trading and Marketing
functions, which are made up of over
400 people, and the Projects team
manage and deliver any change or
development projects that either of
those teams want to bring about.
I chose to go into project
management for the sheer variety
and diversity of the projects you can
get involved in. No two days are ever
the same. Right now I’m working on
projects ranging from bringing in
a long range weather forecasting
tool to optimise our promotional
planning, numerous enhancements
to our till system functionality,
developing automated sales feeds
for our suppliers, through to leading
a flexible working pilot in readiness
for our new Head Office which opens
next year. It’s incredibly rewarding
to successfully deliver projects that
will achieve real benefits for the
business and be part of a team that
are at the forefront of driving change
and development.

Just another day at the office for a high performer.
Choose Accenture for a career where the variety of opportunities and challenges allows you to make a difference every day. A
place where you can develop your potential and grow professionally, working alongside talented colleagues. The only place
where you can learn from our unrivalled experience, while helping our global clients achieve high performance. If this is your
idea of a typical working day, then Accenture is the place to be.

Accenture Boot Camp – your toughest test yet
It all starts at Boot Camp. So – wherever you are and whatever you’re
studying – if your focus is firmly on the future, register today. It’s 48 hours
that will stimulate your mind and enhance your career prospects. You’ll
spend time with other students, as well as some of our top Accenture
Consultants and special guests.
An inspirational two days packed with intellectual challenges and activities
specifically designed to let you discover what it really means to be a high
performer in business. We can’t tell you everything about Boot Camp,

Visit accenture.com/bootcamp

because we don’t want to ruin the surprise. But expect a fast-paced,
exhilarating and intense learning experience. It could be your toughest
test yet, which is exactly what will make it your biggest opportunity.
Be the first to know the latest news:
‘Like’ Accenture Careers UK
Follow accentureukjobs on Twitter

© 2011 Accenture. All rights reserved.

Turning a challenge into a learning curve.
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Striking or not, the lecturers are
looking out for our futures
The UCU protest is a fight for aspiring lecturers and tutors
my education was what I needed to
focus on. I am not ashamed of the
fact that I chose to go to lectures:
I am paying £3250 per year for a
degree, I want the best value for
money that I can get.
The same can apparently be said
of some of my tutors who, for whatever reasons, did not strike. They
decided that, at the moment, the
most important thing was continuing our education, preparing us
for exams, and in one case actually
giving us one.
All students should be grateful
that, should we decide to work at a
university as lecturers later in life,
the UCU stood up to defend a pension scheme that is favourable to us.
Lecturers have made sacrifices,
having their pay docked and being
warned that, should they die on a
strike day, their family will receive
no financial compensation for their
deaths. This rather morbid warning
seemed to almost be a threat, that

Alex
Littleboy
Deputy
Comment Editor

O

n Tuesday and Thursday
of Week 20, the UCU (University and Colleges Union)
went on strike. Immediately
upon hearing the news, thoughts of
all the extra time off sprung to mind,
an unanticipated bonus as deadlines
quickly approach. All except one of
my lecturers on the Tuesday went on
strike, although both of my lecturers on the Thursday decided to keep
classes running, as not being union
members, going on strike would have
different implications for them.
The strikes were an action against
the treatment of university staff by
the government and management.
As cuts to higher education deepen,
the management of the University are finding ways to save a little
extra by cutting pensions, severely
disadvantaging staff. The decision
to strike was not one made lightly,
after long discussions and threats of
pay docks and other sanctions. It is
hard to criticise members of the staff
union for making this decision: for
standing up for themselves and their
pensions.
That said, a little voice niggles
away. The strikes fall very close to
the beginning of the exam period,
a critical time for many students.
If everything grinds to a standstill at this time, it could have further implications on students’ learning. We have to ask ourselves why
lecturers would put this at risk in
such a critical period. Surely the students should come first at this time
of the year, as preparation for exams
begins?
Slowly, it became clear. An email
from a lecturers put it best: it was
not necessarily just for the current
staff, but also for those in the future.
Staff who we could, one day, be
amongst the ranks of. These pension
changes will affect newer members
of the profession to a greater extent
than those who are already around.
The strike was for the benefit of
those already working in the Higher
Education sector, but it was also for
the benefit of students who may one
day decide that they want to go into
Higher Education as a member of
staff themselves.
As noted, not all of my lecturers
decided to go on strike, and I was
not one of the students frequenting the picket lines. I decided that

‘These pension
changes will affect
newer members
of the profession
to a greater extent
than those who are
already around’

Members of the Lancaster UCU branch man the picket line. Photo by Elliot Westacott

should you strike, you are dead to
the University, albeit for a day.
We should not blame lecturers for
choosing to continue teaching, nor
should we blame those who decided
to go on strike. Both of them made
the decisions that they believed to be
right: supporting us in our education
today; helping us to get the degree
for which we are paying so much;
or supporting some of us in times to
come. When some of us become lecturers or other members of staff at
universities we will gain the benefits
of these pension schemes for which
lecturers and other staff members
have fought so hard.
I am entirely behind the staff here
at Lancaster, and sincerely hope that
these strikes will help them hold
onto their pension scheme and send
a message to the University management that they cannot simply change
things to benefit themselves at the
cost of the jobs and livelihoods of
many. I know that all of these decisions have been made while looking to our future and, as someone
who has always considered a career
in Higher Education, for that I am
thankful.

We should be
supporting our
local market
Jonathan Kennedy

W

hen I was younger,
I didn’t really see
why people demonised supermarkets for
encroaching on small businesses’ territory. I regarded it as the next logical
step, a way of making an arduous trek
between lots of smaller shops quicker
and more convenient.
In many ways this idea still applies,
but since arriving at university I began
to value these independent sellers;
they have a vital part to play in our
community and deserve our attention
for the quality local goods they make
available.
Obviously many of us visit the oncampus farmers markets during the
week. If you don’t, I urge you to do
so: it’s quieter than the supermarket,
for many of you it’s closer, just a short
walk from your halls, and you can
wander around at your leisure without
having to compete with any queues.
And you’ll definitely want to go
back the next week. I bought some
lamb and mint burgers off the meat
stall a few weeks ago out of curiosity
and found them to be excellent. No fat
or gristle: just good, honest meat. It
puts the often rubbery counterparts in
the supermarkets to shame.
Similarly, I’ve bought cakes at the
market on two occasions and have
been pleasantly surprised by the gentleman manning the stall: he’s been
enthusiastic, friendly and clearly
knowledgeable about his wares, telling me how to serve the cake and how
long to keep it for. At this rate, I’ll be
purchasing my birthday cake from
there.
So, we have this accessibility on
campus when they come to visit. But
I feel that we should also aim to try
and support these smaller businesses
where convenience might dictate otherwise: instead of automatically visiting the Spar or Sainsburys, we should
visit the smaller businesses first where
possible. I imagine they need the
custom far more than the big chains
do, and the produce almost always
turns out to be far better. The vegetables are normally larger and cheaper,
sometimes with the earth still on them
they are that fresh. I feel almost transported back in time, to an era when
food is produced with care and attention rather than for pure profitability. Sure, we might have to walk a little
further, and these stalls may not offer
everything we need. But a lot of the
things we need are here, if only we’d
look for them. And the food may be
slightly more expensive, but so far I’ve
found it very reasonably priced: £1.20
for two courgettes the size of a baby’s
arm? 50p for a big bag of new potatoes, still covered in soil? Sold.
So, here’s to all the independent
sellers. Here’s to local produce, from
local people. Here’s to good food for
good money. I urge you to do the
same.
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The government shouldn’t be surprised
at universities charging £9000
Emily
Roberston
Comment Editor

The government can’t
say who is entitled to
charge £9000

T

his article will anger people.
It will anger people because
it will say Lancaster should
charge the whole £9,000 for
tuition come 2012. Now we are the situation where funds are being cut and
fees are raising, there is nothing else
the University can do to other than
charge this amount.
We need to consider what is best
for Lancaster University. If students
are paying over £6,000 in fees they
will want their education to come
from a good university: one that will
impress future employers so they can
get a well-paid job and start paying
back that hefty loan.
For our University to stay on the
same level as those at the top of the
league tables we need to charge as
much.
But now, the government has
decided that they will fine universities that charge an “unreasonable” amount for tuition. What an
“unreasonable” amount is is yet to
be known. The baseline for fees is
£6,000 so surely anything above that
is “unreasonable”?
Of course not, nothing in this overhaul in university funding could be
that simple or, in fact, fair. Some universities will be allowed to charge
that £9,000 for tuition but for other
universities such a move would be
“unreasonable”.
One could guess that a reasonable
amount of money is enough to fund
the students’ education plus some to
develop the university. It all seems
very vague as to which universities

Photo by Liberal
Democrats

will be allowed to charge a “reasonable” £9,000 and which will not, especially when the argument for the variable fees system was that students
would vote with their feet which universities were worth paying for. Surely

‘Now they are
wondering where on
earth they are going to
get the money to lend to
these students’
students will decide which university
is charging an “unreasonable” amount
by simply not applying there.
It seems to me that the government is backpedaling. First of all they

offer universities the choice of how
much they can charge and then are
surprised at the fact that most universities want to charge the maximum.
There are always going to be people
that want to go to university and will
pay the £9,000 for it. If students think
it is “unreasonable” they won’t pay
that much and will go somewhere else
where the fees are either cheaper or
the student deems it reasonable for
the level of education they will receive.
Now the government have implemented this system it is the students’
choice where the fees are “unreasonable”. It is not for the government to
stick their noses in. They cannot have
their cake and eat it.
They have obviously seen that uni-

versities are going to charge the maximum £9,000 and students are willing
to pay that for a world-class education.
Now they are wondering where on
earth they are going to get the money
to lend to these students who won’t be
paying it back now until they are earning over £21,000 a year, leaving the
government out of pocket for a very
long time. Someone somewhere didn’t
think this through.
There is the danger of universities becoming like designer clothes
shops, just because they are more
expensive doesn’t always mean they
are more fashionable or better quality. But nine times out of 10 they are.
As the (former) students’ favourite,
Nick Clegg, said: “I cannot think of
anything more absurd than a university saying, to prove that they can offer
a good education, they can whack up
the price to £9,000. They are not Harrods.” No, universities are not Harrods and we never wanted them to be.
In case Clegg didn’t notice, we protested and complained about it quite a
bit about the Harrodisation of higher
education. But he and the rest of the
Conservative led government have put
universities in this situation, where
the better the university, the higher
the cost. So it wouldn’t be totally ignorant, if a little naïve, to assume that
the higher the cost the better the university, so why should universities be
punished for wanting to make their
university look and be better? The
government created this situation,
they cannot complain and try back out
of it now.

Electoral reform must pass for the sake of democracy

Richard Sykes

AV will create a more
plural politics with a
fairer voting system

A

s a Conservative Party activist, I support the Alternative Voting system (AV).
This, it is safe to say, is fairly
unusual. The reason I support AV is
simple: it’s fairer than our current
First Past the Post system (FPTP).
Under FPTP you have one vote
and the person with the most votes
in a constituency wins. Under AV you
rank candidates in order of preference
out of those who you would like; contrary to popular belief you only have
to state your first preference, any additional preferences are optional. As
candidates are eliminated, your highest preference that has not been eliminated is treated as your first preference. AV is particularly advantageous
if you support a minor party such as
the Greens or UKIP but are keen to
prevent either Labour or the Conservatives winning. Under AV you
would no longer be torn between the
party you like and the party you would
prefer out of the only two that can
usually win in an area. A common vote
under AV would be first preference to
the Greens and then second preference to Labour.
AV gives voters more ability to
express their choice and would create
a more plural politics, where politi-

cians will have to listen to the views
of a wide range of people rather than
be elected on a narrow support base.
While I agree with the current situation of having one MP per constituency, I do not agree with choosing that
MP using the FPTP voting system.
AV will make the single MP constituency system fairer at both a local and
national level.
FPTP allows MPs to be elected with
a minority of votes. This is because
there are usually several candidates
who split the vote considerably. This
means that most MPs are elected on
considerably less than 50% of the
vote; usually with just 35-40% of the
vote in their area. This often means
that a very divisive candidate who is

disliked by a majority of voters gets
elected because their opposition is
split. AV would guarantee that an MP
had a broad level of support from their
constituency because they would have
to secure a large number of second
and third preferences or a majority of
first preferences to be elected.
At a national level FPTP is unfair
because it works grossly in favour of
Labour and to a lesser extent the Conservatives. Labour won 36% of the
vote in 2005 but won 54% of seats in
the House of Commons. The Conservatives won 36.1% of the vote in 2010
winning 47% of seats. These results
highlight FPTP gives Labour a large
advantage over the Conservatives and
an even larger advantage over the
smaller parties. If Labour, the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats
each won a third of the vote the most
likely outcome would be the following
ratio of MPs: 3:2:1. Part of this can be
removed by equalising the size of constituencies but this will still leave an
unfair system. This is because Labour,
and to a lesser extent Conservative
votes tend to be grouped together in
areas with a similar socio-political
make-up. Northern cities for Labour
or rich rural areas for the Conservatives, making it is easy for them to win

many seats without even trying. This
effect is weaker under AV because
second preferences are not as likely to
be concentrated in specific areas.
The FPTP system also prevents
small parties from winning seats.
The Greens have been an important
fringe political party for longer than
most of us have been alive but FPTP
meant that they only won their first
MP last May. AV would still disadvantage them but it is fairer for them than
FPTP. The beauty of AV is that parties need to have the acceptance or tolerance of a majority of the electorate,
meaning that the Greens and UKIP
are more likely to be represented in
parliament but not the ultra-divisive
BNP party.
It will also force the Conservatives
and Labour to appeal to a wide range
of the electorate to win their second
preferences, rather than target their
policies at a small number of swing
voters in marginal constituencies. If
there is a yes vote in the AV referendum, it will be a move away from a
divisive politics to a consensus politics where politicians have to appeal to
most of society to be elected. AV is far
from perfect but it is a huge improvement on our current voting system.
That is you should vote yes on May 5.
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‘We will not allow the market to determine who can
and cannot receive an education that they deserve’
Robbie
Pickles

LUSU President

The fight for fairer
funding isn’t over

W

riting in advance of
Lancaster University setting its fee level
this Friday, I remain
extremely troubled by the disturbing landscape in Higher Education
which is developing as a result of the
government’s decision to slash university funding and replace it with a
monstrously high student fee. Lancaster students should be rightly proud
of the role they played in fighting
these changes last year, with our campaign engaging more students than at
any other campus in the North West.
You fought hard and selflessly for the
next generation of students. But ultimately, together, we were not successful in stopping the cap from being
raised. Already, a broad range of universities have declared a fee level of
£9,000. Only one has set their bar
lower.
As a Students’ Union LUSU
remains, as we always have been, fundamentally opposed to cuts to education which directly disadvantage students. Education is not only a public
good but also a fundamental driver
of society. A shift of responsibility for
this, financially, from the state to the
student directly ignores this established fact. As a mechanism for personal development and broadening
one’s horizons, education should be
available to all who are able and who
aspire. Other governments recognise
this fact. They are wisely investing
record amounts in Higher Education
to secure the future for their countries
and their citizens. Our government’s
policy, in blatant disregard for the evident benefits of Higher Education,
has dramatically severed the time

However, we will not accept the
new status quo to continue for long.
On a national level, LUSU will continue to lead the way, seeking a fairer
alternative to unnecessary government cuts. It is vital that our country returns swiftly to a position in
which the state actively demonstrates
through investment that it values the
benefits that universities can offer. At
present, no political party has developed a viable system for Higher Education. The Liberal Democrats, long
perceived to be the mouthpiece for
student anguish, have turned their
back on the ideals that saw them
elected. And, even in opposition,

Lancaster students took the
streets over the fees increase.
Photo by Chris Housden

honoured link between public funding
and universities, cutting the investment in teaching by as much as 100%
for most subjects. These figures speak
for themselves.
Figures show that, for Lancaster
to even stand still they will require
£8,200 per undergraduate, £5,000
more than is currently paid in tuition
fees. Other universities will need even
more. If Lancaster University follows
the current trend amongst institutions and charges £9,000 a year, forc-

ing the responsibility abdicated by the
government onto students, LUSU will
have to work tirelessly to ensure that
education is centred on the student
experience more than it ever has been
before. We need to be satisfied that
the University is capable, and willing, to deliver an educational experience that is both worthwhile for society and provides tangible benefits
for students who study here, both in
terms of employability and personal
development.

‘Lancaster
students should
be proud of the
role they played
in fighting these
changes’

the Labour Party has not been vocal
enough in its criticism of the current
shafting of students across the country. We need to see a new discourse
on education develop rapidly if we
are to avoid losing perspective on the
values that really matter.
This is LUSU’s mission. This is
a cause that all students can unite
behind. We will not allow a market
based on perceived reputation to
determine who can and cannot receive
an education that they deserve.
Together, we can do all of these things
and we will not let you down.

We need to embrace the world beyond the Lancaster bubble
Samantha Newsham

Our student media
should let us know
what’s happening in
the big, wide world

W

hen I was at school, we
had a school song that
we sang on Speech Day
and other such notable occasions. It began “in our small
world upon the hill, we live, we live
together”. It wasn’t actually much of a
hill, and we didn’t live there either, but
we were a small and close-knit little
community and it was fairly easy to
forget that there was a world outside
the school grounds.
It seems sometimes that in leaving school and coming to University
I’ve merely exchanged one small world
upon a hill for another. Except that we
have a fairly sizeable hill, as anyone
who has walked up it will testify, and
we do live here. We are far more selfcontained than I ever was at school;
it would be possible to live here and
go for days, weeks even, without ever
leaving campus.
Of course most people don’t do
this; they venture into town to visit
the Sugarhouse and the Carleton at
the very least. And a significant proportion of undergraduates (and a considerably more significant proportion of postgraduates) choose to live
off campus. Though not as many as in

previous years. I’m in my seventh year
at Lancaster now and as a first-year I
was told that, unless there were truly
exceptional circumstances, secondyear students would not be allowed
on-campus accommodation. Somewhere between graduating and returning for a PhD this has changed to the
extent that most undergraduates I
know have never lived off campus.
Because I’ve been on SCAN’s editorial team for two years now, and
because I’ve just been elected Bailrigg
FM’s Head of News, I see everything
through a haze of student media, my
first impulse was to ask myself what’s
our role to play in all this?
It’s often been debated whether
SCAN should focus on national or
campus-based news. For every person
who’s told me that SCAN has too
much emphasis on national politics
there’s another who says it shouldn’t
be looking beyond the bubble of Lancaster University. Personally, I don’t
think there’s much harm in focusing
on campus news. We’re here to report
on and reflect the interests of Lancaster students. And of course there’s
the practical element; we simply can’t
compete with the national press.

But does this mean that we’re
encouraging a self-contained atmosphere or just reflecting what already
exists without our input? Should we
be publishing articles and broadcasting shows because we think students
need to know about them or should we
be sticking to what we think they’ll be
interested in? Are we there to educate
or to inform? Or to entertain?
The issue holds outside of Lancaster’s media, too. Does the media in
general reflect society’s interests or
does it create them through constant
repetition? I appreciate that this is an
extreme example, but I have never forgotten switching on the TV some years
ago to watch the news headlines. The
first story was about Sven-Goran Erik-

‘Are we there
to educate or
to inform, or to
entertain?’
sen, then manager of the England
football team, cheating on his girlfriend and the second story – I wish I
was making this up, but I’m not – was
about children starving in Africa. If

this is what the broadcasters judged to
be of most interest to their viewers it’s
a fairly appalling reflection on society.
If it’s what the broadcasters thought
viewers ought to be most interested
in it’s a fairly appalling reflection on
both.
The media has an awful lot of
power. There’s a reason that injunctions and super-injunctions exist, that
Wikileaks produced the effect it did,
that politicians and organisations go
to the efforts they do to stop details of
their misdemeanours getting into the
hands of journalists.
We are capable, if we choose to
be, of affecting students considerably. We should be encouraging ourselves to think outside of the Lancaster University bubble. That’s not to say
we can’t reflect students’ interests, or
waste our time competing for attention with national media outlets that
have resources we don’t, but we can
and should remind people that there’s
more to life than Lancaster University.
As the school song continued,
“[we] half forget that good or ill, a
wider world awaits us still”. There is
a world outside of Lancaster, and we
need to embrace it wholeheartedly.
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Editorial

All the pieces fit
The wait is over. The debate, if there ever really was one, has been settled. Lancaster University is a £9000 a year institution. There was never really much doubt.
Where the debate remains is on whether Lancaster really is a £9000 a year institution. It
isn’t, but then neither are most of the other universities who have said they will be charging that
amount. Lancaster is probably in a better position than most though to justify the price tag. It’s
a far cry from being perfect, but the fact that it is, relatively speaking, so far behind the crowd in
delivering the experience students expect, means it is better placed to wipe the slate clean and
begin afresh. Lancaster is perfectly placed to reinvent itself without having to be weighed down by
the decisions of the past. It can start to focus now on honing the very best student experience for
those starting in October 2012.
For those students, the politics of who owns the college bars will be irrelevant. What they will
care about is having the choice of entertaining, welcoming and most-importantly student friendly
bars to go and hang out in. The students of the future won’t stand to see some faculties favoured
over others, especially if their faculty is the one playing Cinderella to its siblings’ flashy lecture theatres and cafes. The government’s cuts to teaching will not make this an easy balance, but if the
higher fees are there to offset these cuts students will expect to see value for their money regardless of what they are studying.
They’ll also expect to see value for money from their rent. Even the students from the Cinderella faculty will find their rent and fees a hard pill to swallow if the cleaners included in that
price don’t clean. This same generation, raised on netbooks and smart phones, will not expect to
be living in dorms where they confined to the length of their ethernet cable. A poor 3G signal on
campus will not suffice when they are used to instant internet access wherever they are.
More than anything, students won’t stand to hear that friends are having a better time then
them at other universities. The new sports centre will go some way to remedying this, but the
issue extends further than just where students can go to keep fit. Lancaster as a town doesn’t boast
much entertainment for the under-25 crowd, and what there is only exists because of the two universities located in the city. It’s on campus that students need to feel enlivened, excited and enthusiastic. Societies need space, sports clubs need time and the Students’ Union needs to be the cool
place students want to be, not a collection of offices without windows. Consumers compare, and if
students at Lancaster feel like their friends elsewhere are having more fun then them they’re going
to wonder where their money is going. No one wants all work and no play for £9000 a year.
Lancaster is in a strong position to shake off its boarding house on a hill reputation and make
itself into a premium campus university. £9000 is still too much for any education, but if students
have to pay it, it might as well be worth the price tag.

Letters to the
Editor
Send your letters to scan@lancaster.ac.uk with you name and college (even if
you want your letter printed anonymously). SCAN reserves the right to edit
your letters for publication.

Misogyny debate still
blowing
Dear Marsha Dowie and SCAN
Thank you for your reply to my
SCAN comment piece criticising
Ed McConnell’s misogynistic
comment piece on why feminists
are bigots and women who “flaunt
their wares” (as you put it) get what
they deserve. It was intended to
be controversial and to provoke
thought, and I see that I succeeded
in at least one of those objectives.
Like you, I also found it ironic
to read on the very next page from
my comment piece a further article
by McConnell. But, unlike you, I
found this ironic because yet again
McConnell was blaming women for
the effects of patriarchy; it seemed a
pattern was emerging: two articles
from one boy, both “covertly”
attacking women.
I understand that he is your
friend, and therefore you wish to
protect him. That is very noble of
you. I also see that, even if I were
able, there would be a further irony
in me presuming to lecture you on
‘the proper way’ to do feminism,
and this irony makes me very
uncomfortable. I would much rather

it had been a woman who stepped
into the fray, and hope we will see
as much in the very near future.
With an all male FTO team in place
for next year, a debate about the
sexual politics on campus – and
beyond campus – is more necessary
than ever.
Therefore, I leave you with best
wishes,
Chris Witter

RON should put money
where their mouth is

With the recent RON campaign,
it is very obvious that the students
conducting the campaign have not
realised that is not the way to make
changes within this university.
Within the campaign they
constantly were pointing out how
LUSU was doing wrong by its
students.
How can they say this when LUSU
are currently hosting events like
Campus Fest, Postgraduate Forums
as well as achieving the highest ever
election turn out, showing more
students what to have their say and
get involved.
If this active group on campus
thought LUSU was doing so badly,

why didn’t one of their members
run for a position to improve it?
The two president candidates were
running to try and improve LUSU,
and the University. This was more
beneficial for students than wasting
paper on uninformed posters.
Jess Horsfield

Bars are a let down
The college bars are a sorry excuse
for student bars. Go to any other
university bar, and your are
guaranteed to see a bar filled with
students. So why is Lancaster any
different? The big wigs in university
house need to take a good look at
themselves, as they obviously aren’t
doing their job, and providing
decent student bars.
Helen Goodwin

Corrections

••

Matt Saint’s campaign
manager was Katie McDonald,
not Emily McDonald. (‘It’s
Saint’s day as he claims...’, Mar
16, pg 5.) Please contact the
Editor with the date, page or
weblink of the error.
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Stand up
if you love
football
Should safe
standing areas be
introduced in top
flight stadiums?

S

tadiums in the top two tiers of
English football, the Barclays
Premier League and the npower
Championship, have been required
to be all-seated for the last 22 years;
in other words, standing areas were
banned, and clubs had to remove
them at great expense.
It was Lord Justice Taylor who outlawed what some see as the traditional
method of watching the sport in the
wake of the Hillsborough disaster in
1989, the shocking human crush that
killed 96 people while injuring 766.
It is impossible to deny the severity
of this event, and it is entirely understandable that any lengths taken to
prevent something like it happening
again would be welcomed in full by the
authorities.
However, Taylor’s report in the
aftermath of the disaster - the report
that eventually led to the conversion
of all football stadiums in those two
leagues to all seater - did not actually
blame the standing provision itself for
the crush; it was the failure of police
control and the design of this particular stadium itself that were named as
the primary causes.
Many football fans across the country would welcome the return of some
small, safe, standing areas in football grounds. The Football Supporters’
Federation (FSF), an organisation that
is made up of over 180,000 football
fans, has recently launched an online
petition that aims to encourage the
Government and the football authorities to let individual clubs choose
whether their stadiums should have
standing areas or not.
The FSF have several convinc-

Photo by Gordon Marino

ing arguments as to why clubs should
be once again allowed to make their
own choice. People stand in the seated
areas in practically every stadium, and
this is even more noticeable for traveling fans in the away ends. This is dangerous as the areas are not designed
for standing. It also has annoying
results for people who do want to sit,
but end up having a big bloke standing
up in front of them.
Another argument they give is the
success of standing areas in football
clubs lower down the leagues. This
is slightly less convincing as a reason
due to the obvious fact that smaller,
less successful clubs would have lower
numbers of supporters at the matches,
making the standing areas automatically safer.
Standing areas at these smaller

clubs are definitely, however, a good
thing. I usually watch football at The
Valley (I am a Charlton Athletic fan,
presumably for something I did wrong
in a past life) but sometimes at the
nearby Princes Park Stadium, home
of Blue Square Bet South team Dartford FC.
Princes Park, quite famously - and
hilariously - named “best stadium in
the country” by Sky Sports’ Soccer
AM in 2007 ahead of the Emirates
and Wembley, holds 4100 supporters;
three sides are standing, with just one
side reserved for seats.
The stadium is an example of how
to get standing areas right. If you want
to stand, you can stand; if you want
to sit, you can sit. Anyone standing
in areas that affect safety, such as the
perimeter of the ground or exits, is

immediately told to move by a steward. From my personal experience,
standing at Dartford has been very
enjoyable; you are not fixed in one
spot, and it is a lot easier to have conversations with people around you
about that little fast bloke on the other
team.
The caveat is the size difference
between Princes Park and The Valley,
for example. Charlton’s ground holds
23,011 more people than Dartford’s.
In the context of the modern Premier
League class football stadium, it would
be impossible to provide standing
space for that number of people. However, if managed right, small standing areas with easy access and police
on patrol could be both safe and successful. These areas would presumably
also be cheaper than the current extortionate prices most Premier League
clubs charge.
The police, government, and footballing authorities are now meeting with the supporters groups in
order to decide whether clubs should
have the choice about seated areas
returned to them. The debate is definitely one worth having, even though
it should be approached
sensitively as we
approach the
22nd anniversary
of the Hillsborough disaster.

Jack Smith
Sports Editor

Lancaster University Underpass closure - revised routes on campus
Due to the ongoing refurbishment works at the University Underpass, the Underpass has been closed and will not re-open until
further notice. In the meantime, we have been working closely with the University to re-plan routes on campus and initiate a new stop
at the Chaplaincy Centre. Full details are as follows:
Services 2, 2A, X1, X2, X3, X22, Nightbus N1, Sainsbury's Free bus
Buses will enter the University along the normal route of Bigforth Drive to the
roundabout at the top of the drive. They will then turn left and enter the new
temporary bus stop facility on Bowland Avenue, adjacent to the Chaplaincy
Centre. The return route is from the Chaplaincy Centre, direct along Bigforth
Drive to the A6.
Services 3, 4
Buses will enter the University along the normal route of Bigforth Drive to the
roundabout at the top of the drive. They will then turn left and enter the new
temporary bus stop facility on Bowland Avenue, adjacent to the Chaplaincy
Centre. They will then operate down South West Drive and do the usual
clockwise loop around Alexandra Park Drive, before operating direct along
South West Drive back to the Chaplaincy Centre again. The return route is
from the Chaplaincy Centre, direct along Bigforth Drive to the A6. Please
note that as a result of this route change, South East Drive will not be served
(i.e. past the InfoLab21).
Service 42
Buses will enter the University along the normal route of Bigforth Drive to the
roundabout at the top of the drive. They will then turn left and enter the new
temporary bus stop facility on Bowland Avenue, adjacent to the Chaplaincy
Centre. They will then operate direct along Bigforth Drive back to the A6.
As a result of this route change, service 42 will not be serving South West
Campus.

Don’t forget, you can purchase your
Term 3 Unirider in advance on-line at

www.buymyunirider.com
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Game
Bitter sweet end for Lancaster
day is
in hard fought final
coming

Marc Handley
LUSU Vice President (Sports)

T

he last two weeks have seen
the culmination of our sports
leagues in all formats and as a
result I would like to congratulate all
the competitors at either a university
or college level on a long hard season.
In our college leagues it has been
ridiculously close and arguably better
than last year as a result. Of course it
is brilliant to see teams like last year
who ran away with the leagues in
some sense but by seeing new colleges
winning and the favourites at the start
of the season struggling it has brought
a whole new edge to the fantastic college leagues we have.
In the Football leagues, Lonsdale
As have been brilliant this season and
fully deserve their league title, missing out on the double with a close loss
to Cartmel As in the semi-final of the
cup- they can still be very proud of a
first league in five years. With regards
to the Inter College Football Cup, it
has been brilliant this year, with captains organising their teams and helping them realise that A or B is an irrelevant title in a cup- the match is there
to be won and Pendle and Cartmel
will put on a great show for the final
I’m sure.
Netball was once again extremely
close but Fylde were successful once
again after being pushed all the way
by a very strong Furness team this
year. In the Bs, the league is still to be
finished but is extremely close at the
top between three colleges so it should
be a fantastic end to the league once
that is all completed.
But the closest competition by far
this year has been the George Wyatt
with rivals Bowland and Lonsdale
fighting it out for the top spot, at one
point this week the lead changed hands
a number of times when different score
cards were entered into the system.
This one will definitely come down to
the smallest of margins but whoever
wins, it will definitely be well earned.
Overall I would just like to express
my thanks to everyone who has competed, supported or umpired any
games this year, your contribution has
been fantastic and to see even more
sport taking place across campus is
something I really enjoy seeing, so
thank you to you all.
Now however there is the slight
issue of winning a certain tournament
in May now. I won’t give a big rallying
speech now, that was
done at the Roses
Rally last Monday but keep your eyes
peeled, it’s coming.
Have a great
Easter break everyone, rest up, and
train hard. Because
when you come back it’s game day just
one more time.

Lancaster get their game faces on. Photo by Becky Hoose.

Women’s Rugby Union
Lancaster
Chester		

0
15

Becky Hoose
All good things must come to
an end, including the fantastic run
of victories for Lancaster University
Women’s Rugby Union team, who
have enjoyed their most successful
season of recent years. Last week’s
match against Chester concluded the
season.
It was to be the deciding match of
the league, and neither side held back.
With the Roses tournament set to take
place in York this year, this was the
last match on their home pitches for
many of the Lancaster team, so it was
all to play for. The result; a victory for
Chester. This was perhaps not the end
to the season that the Lancaster side
were hoping for. The women suffered
a 15-0 loss to Chester, although the
match was a lot closer than the scoreline would suggest.
If the Lancaster side were at all
apprehensive about their chances in
the game, they hid it well. Before the
game commenced, shouts of “Who
wants this ball?” echoed across the
pitch, met by a resounding “I want
that ball!” from the entirety of the Lancaster starters. This confident display
received a somewhat uncertain silence

from the opposing team. Despite this
unquestionable determination to
dominate, it was Chester who were to
control the first half of the match, as
Lancaster struggled to settle into the
rhythm of the game.
Chester surged towards the Lancaster try line within the first few minutes, but were pushed back by dogged
defensive play. Despite this, Lancaster conceded tries early on, with Chester scoring their first within the opening 11 minutes, but failing to make the
conversion. They kept the pressure
on after this first try, making it difficult for Lancaster to reach the Chester twenty-two. After being held off
by the determined Lancaster defence,
Chester scored their second try in the
27th minute, but once again failed to
convert.
Lancaster seemed to find their feet
in the closing stages of the first half,
with some fantastic runs, in particular from their rapid number 13, Alex
Simpson. Unfortunately, it was not
enough to break through the Chester
defence. Chester saw their final try in
the closing minutes of the first half,
followed by yet another failed conversion, this one being as wide of the
uprights as the previous two.
Lancaster were not to be disheartened. They came fighting into the
second half of the game, shaking off
the disappointment of the first, with it
all still to play for. This renewed spirit

saw them become the dominant side,
making a massive improvement on the
first half.
They were on the ball much more,
and had some great attacking runs.
Chester brought a lot of physicality to
the game, which had previously been
the downfall of the Lancaster side.
However, at this point in the game,
Lancaster countered this advantage of
their opponents well, showing a strong
defence, which prevented Chester
from reaching the Lancaster line.
Although Lancaster utilised their
strong defence during the second half,
they were somewhat lacking when

‘Lancaster
can look back
proudly on a
phenomenal
season’
it came to attacking play. Seemingly
effortless runs saw Lancaster come
within yards of scoring a try, only to
be pushed back by the equally strong
Chester defence. A fantastic display of skill from Catriona Hay led to
what was perhaps Lancaster’s closest
attempt at a try. After kicking it clean
over the Chester defence, Hay chased
and reached the ball before the opposition, only to knock on.

In the late stages of the game,
Chester’s number nine was sent to the
sin bin, to the delight of Lancaster’s
large fanbase. Having already conceded penalties for not realising the
ball in rucks, it was the players’ verbal
aggression towards the Lancaster Captain that seemingly pushed the referee
over the edge, showing a rare yellow
card for women’s rugby.
The second half of the game did
not see any alteration in the score. The
final whistle blew, calling an end to the
somewhat scrappy match, and confirming a Chester victory and league
title. Lancaster can be proud not only
of the skilful and determined play that
they brought to the field, but also of
their graceful behaviour in the face of
defeat, willingly congratulating their
opponents.
Lancaster can look back proudly on
what can only be called a phenomenal
season, and now look forwards to their
up and coming Roses match in May.
Captain Robyn Smyth commented:
“Myself and the team were obviously
disappointed to miss out on the league
title. However, the accomplishments
over the whole season are plenty to
be proud of. The loss will only provide
more fuel for the Roses fire”.
With the Lancaster/York rivalry as
fierce as ever, and the Women’s Rugby
squad being one of the strongest the
university has seen, it is a game not to
be missed.
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Lancaster crush
Liverpool in final
game of the season

Tough
season for
tennis aces
Matthew Barnes
Matthew Todd

Men’s 1st Squash

Lancaster University Men’s 1st
Squash team could not have wished for
a better send off to the 2010/11 season,
as they avenged a 3-2 away loss by
beating Liverpool 1sts 5-0. The win saw
Lancaster sneak into third place ahead
of Liverpool, capping off a fine league
season for the side.
Lancaster were in the driving seat
from the outset in the tie, for one main
reason, Liverpool had only brought
down four players for the match. It was
Joe Reeds the number five seed who
missed out on the opportunity to play
in the final game of the season. However it did mean that Lancaster were
1-0 ahead before a racket had been
swung in anger.
The battle of the number four seeds
was a decisively scrappy affair, with
Lancaster’s Nick Costa benefitting
from numerous stroke calls, with his
opponent catching himself out of position on numerous occasions, demonstrating a complete lack of positional
awareness.
It was Costa’s expertly placed serve
however that caused the most trouble for his opponent, as time and time
again he struggled to even make the

initial return shot. Costa’s more orthodox style of play was enough to overcome the erratic play of his opponent,
but not comfortably, 11-8, 9-11, 11-7,
11-6.
Dave
McGovern,
Lancaster’s
number three seemed in fine form
from the outset of his match. He was
relaxed, composed and dominant
throughout. After a minor blip, in
losing the second set, he recommenced
his ruthlessly efficient drive shot, offering his opponent very little opportunity
to even get near the ball.
This was highlighted in the final
set which was won 11-0. McGovern
triumphed 11-3, 8-11, 11-5, 11-0. Lancaster had already secured the win
and third spot in the league, taking an
unassailable 3-0 lead. With Liverpool
left just playing for pride, it was Lancaster’s opportunity to end the season
with the perfect 5-0 win.
The match between the number
two seeds was the archetypal clash of
power and precision; Arnie Dunning of
Lancaster, the precision, his opponent,
the power. The contest was fairly even
from the outset, with two tight but correct calls made by umpire and Captain
Ben Holden. Dunning took the first
set relatively convincingly, 11-5 with a
foray of boasts and drop shots.
The second set was far tighter,
coming down to a tie-break at 10-10.
However this was where Dunning was
at his best, ruthlessly ending the set
within the first two points, giving his

Regional Football

Matthew Todd

Lancaster
Liverpool		

5
0

Nick O’Malley
Sports Editor

Last minute
drama ensures
key victories for
local sides

Preston have taken a huge
stride towards safety with two victories in their last two league games.
These results put North End eight
points from safety, but with other sides
in free-fall there is a renewed hope at
Deepdale that the great escape is possible. Their first win was a 3-0 mauling of Scunthorpe at Glanford Park,
with Keith Treacy opening the scoring
and two further strikes putting Preston
into a 3-0 half-time lead. They could
have inflicted further damage in the
second half, although Phil Brown will
have been pleased with a clean-sheet.
In their most recent fixture, Preston
defeated Coventry 2-1 at Deepdale.
Nathan Ellington was the hero, with
a 94th minute winner after coming off
the bench.
Wigan also benefitted from a last
minute strike, with Maynor Figueroa
netting a 92nd minute winner in their
crucial six-pointer against Birmingham to give his side a 2-1 victory.
With the clock ticking down, it looked
as though Tom Cleverley’s first-half
goal had rescued a point for the Latics
after Liam Ridgewell had given Birmingham the lead. However, Wigan
had looked the more likely to score
and so it proved as Figueroa smashed
home from 20 yards to put Wigan

Photo by Nick O’Malley

opponent little to no, real opportunity.
Dunning sewed up his match in double-quick time, 11-5, 12-10, 11-2.
The final match of the day was a
match-up of the two number 1 seeds.
Holden, on his final BUCS appearance
for Lancaster could not have hoped to
play any better than he did. It was an
exhibition of perfect squash.
The gentle, placed serve of Holden
caused his opponent numerous problems, as he did not know whether to
take it early or late. Holden was as
merciless as McGovern and Dunning
before him. The result never seemed
in doubt; Holden dropped the fewest
points on the day, winning 11-5, 11-4,

11-2.
Holden had this to say: “I am
pleased that we have ended the season
with that win, and in my final BUCS
game as captain I could not have been
happier. The club, in my view, is in the
best position it has been for quite some
time, and a third place finish in a tough
league is a creditable result”.
The team’s focus now switches
towards the local league, where if
the team beat Fleetwood, we will go
through to the play-offs for the North
West trophy. However the team also
has one eye on Roses already, where
the team will be seeking to end a recent
run of bad defeats away in York.

just 2 points behind 17th placed West
Ham.
While other clubs in the region
took advantage of late strikes to ensure
valuable wins, Blackpool were pegged
back by a battling Blackburn side
thanks to a 92nd minute from David
Hoilett. The Tangerines looked to have
secured a much needed victory thanks
to a brace from the inspirational
Charlie Adam. However, Blackburn
staged a fighback in their typical style
to draw level with seconds remaining. The result puts Blackpool into a
respectable 15thposition in the Premier League, although any thoughts
of planning for next season must wait
until survival is ensured, with the gap
to 18th place just one point.

pied a similar position for much of the
season. The Dolly Blues have taken
six points from the last four games ,
including a 2-1 victory over high-flying Chester, in front of a sizeable
crowd of 712.
Morecambe find themselves a comfortable nine points clear of the relegation zone in League Two. Although
results have been mixed all season,
Sammy McIlroy’s men have a knack
of picking up victories when needed.
Their recent 2-1 win at Barnet is a
prime example of the resilience that
should see them record a mid-table
finish in their first season at the Globe
Arena. However, their inconsistency
resurfaced last Tuesday when they
were defeated 2-1 by Macclesfield. The
Shrimps had no answer the pace and
power of a resurgent Macclesfield side,
with just a James Spencer consolation
to show for their efforts.
Finally, Fleetwood continue to
chase a play-off place in their first
season in the highest tier of non-league
football. The Cod Army remain well in
the mix, with a mere two point gap
between themselves and Kidderminster; with the sides due to meet before
the season ends. Their latest game saw
a 1-0 victory over Wrexham, thanks to
a Sean Clancy strike. This came after a
narrow 2-1 defeat to the Crawley Town
juggernaut.

‘Morecambe,
Lancaster and
Fleetwood are
looking up the table
rather than over
their shoulders’
Unlike their more illustrious
neighbours, Morecambe, Lancaster and Fleetwood are looking up the
table rather than over their shoulders. Lancaster sit ninth, having occu-

This year has proved a difficult one
for Lancaster University Tennis Club.
With the resurfacing of the tennis
courts on campus, training times for
most of the year have been limited
to just one night a week. The courts
remain unplayable at competition level
until after Easter, when a top surface
will be place upon them to finish the
project started way back in October.
This has proved frustrating for club
members in particular as they have
had a limited opportunity to play. One
would hope that this does not succeed as a problem in future years, as it
would seriously disadvantage the club,
particularly in the light of the range of
facilities on offer at new sports centre
to the majority of other clubs (no provisions have been provided for tennis
which is disappointing).
Some of these issues could have
affected the teams, particularly in
terms of training time together. The
Men’s 1st have had a mixed season,
beating Chester Men’s 1st both home
and away, however, it is looking likely

‘Despite their poor
form, the 1st remained
competitive in most
games’
that they will finish second from
bottom in their respective league.
Arguably their most exciting game was
a thrilling 6-6 draw with Liverpool 1st
which gained a modicum of revenge
after league and cup defeats earlier in
the season. Despite their poor form,
the 1st remained competitive in most
games, and only UCLan and Manchester were able to inflict heavy defeats
upon them.
The Men’s 2nds, also injured a
disappointing season, after a promising start which saw them defeat
Keele Men’s 2nds 8-4; to finish next
to bottom in their league. This was to
provide their only victory of the season
however, as seven defeats followed.
Liverpool proved the bogey city, as
Lancaster were defeated by teams from
all three of the universities.
The Women’s team unfortunately
had to pull out of the BUCS league half
way through the season and the Roses
Tournament due to a lack of players,
despite the best efforts of the captain.
Their only fixture of the season resulted
in a disappointing 12-0 reverse against
UCLan. One thing is certain though;
both men’s teams are fired up and
ready to put things straight at the
Roses in May.
One final point to note, a B-active
Tennis tournament will take place on
Sunday, May 8 2011. This is open invitation for all those interested in competing that are not currently in the university teams. Registration opened on
Monday and closes at 1pm on Friday,
April 1. It costs £4, including a free
tub of balls. Anyone interested in registering can do so at the LUSU activities office.

IC Football League A
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Team

W

L

D

Pts

Lonsdale

6

1

0

18

County

4

1

2

14

Fylde

4

2

1

13

Bowland

4

3

0

12

Pendle

3

3

1

10

Cartmel

2

4

1

7

Grizedale

2

5

0

6

Furness

0

6

1

1

IC Netball A

Did Lancaster comes out on top against Chester? Find out on page 14

Lancaster finish their season
by ending Manchester’s

Men’s Hockey
Lancaster 2nds
3
Manchester 4ths 0

Rob Lucas

As the season draws towards the
end for many university sports, there
are always going to be a few games,
with more than just the match result
riding on the outcome. Such was
the case in this match, as Lancaster
Men’s 2nds team faced a Manchester side in need of only a win to gain
promotion.
Yet due to the match between
second place Edge Hill and bottom of
the table Liverpool, a win for Lancaster could potentially see them ruining Manchester’s chances of going up.
What a time then for the home side
to produce a great team performance,
and bag only their second clean sheet
in three years.
The game got underway and Manchester soon established their rhythm,
maintaining possession and pass-

ing the ball as they looked every bit
like a team poised for promotion. It
looked like it was going to be a long
game for Lancaster, as the early pressure resulted in the first short corner
for the visitors with barely five minutes played. If Manchester looked
like scoring goals, then Josh Latham
looked equally capable of keeping
them out, as the Lancaster keeper
pulled of a fine save from the first
corner and an equally classy stop from
the effort that followed. Not only did
the home side show their metal in
defence but they also looked to provide a threat as they broke forward.
Matt Morley looked particularly dangerous on the left wing as he drove
forward on numerous occasions,
passed the ball well and caused an all
round nuisance to the visiting side.
As the game wore on Lancaster
began to see more of the ball. Matt
Morley created an opportunity out of
pretty much nothing hit the side of the
goal, whilst Tristan Pomfret and Prem
Marwaha were combining well in the
centre of the pitch. Despite holding
off the Manchester attack the Lancas-

ter defence, at times, looked shaky with
the ball being lost in dangerous positions as a result of trying to run the ball
out and failing to clear.
The deadlock was broken with just
a few minutes left of the first half, the
goal going in favour of the home side.
A well worked passing move down the
right wing saw the ball cut back across
the goal to the unmarked Richard
Ash. Having seen little of the ball thus
far in the game, the lone front man
showed no lack of concentration as he
found him self one on one, waited for
the keeper to commit and then coolly
picked his spot.
The second half began with Manchester looking negative, being somewhat out-muscled by the more physical Lancaster. Despite seeing little of
the ball Richard Ash worked hard to
impose himself, as he harried the visiting defence, affording them little time
and composure.
Yet with promotion in their hands
Manchester were always going to provide an attacking threat. Periods of
long possession from the visiting side
were punctuated with good opportuni-

ties on goal, only to be denied by the
heroic Josh Latham who pulled off
some quite remarkable saves.
Despite the presence and possession of the visiting team, it appeared
like it was just going to be one of those
days for the Manchester side. This supposition was duly confirmed when,
with only 10 minutes of play remaining
the hard work of Richard Ash paid dividends once again slotting home from
an awkward angle.
Credit must be given to Manchester
as, despite being two goals down with
very little time left, they still looked to
push forward. And, with only five minutes left to go, the ball was once again
found the goal. However it came not in
the form of a consolation strike for the
visitors but as a powerful David Hough
strike straight from a well worked
short corner.
After the game Captain James Higgins summed up his view of his teams
well deserved 3-0 victory; “It was a
backs to the wall performance against
a team at the top of the league. We play
our best hockey on the counter attack
and that showed today”

Team

W

L

D

Pts

Furness

12

2

0

36

Fylde

11

2

0

33

County

9

4

0

27

Cartmel

8

6

0

24

Bowland

5

8

0

15

Pendle

4

10 0

12

Lonsdale

2

10 0

6

Grizedale

1

11 0

6

Carter Shield

Sponsored by IBM

Team

Pos

Pts

Fylde

1st

47

Lonsdale

-

47

Bowland

2nd

41

Grizedale

-

41

County

3rd

38

Pendle

4th

30

Furness

5th

23

Cartmel

6th

9

Graduate

7th

0

Carter Shield Fixtures
Week
2-4

Sport
Taster session

5

Aeroball

7

Kwik Cricket

8

Men’s Basketball

9

Uni Hockey

10

Finals Day

All fixtures take place Sunday, 12.45pm in
the Sports Centre Main Hall

Carolynne
Week One, Summer Term
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How to handle
revision surrounded
by Easter Eggs

Can the
Lancaster
nightlife
ever lose its
appeal?
Matthew Haslam

2

Freshers’ Week is a distant memory and
the hype of experiencing Lancaster’s nightlife
has long gone. So, the question is, will a night
out on the tiles ever loose its appeal here in
Lancaster?
Some people may argue that small, sleepy,
old Lancaster’s nightlife is too limited, with
only a handful of clubs, expensive bars and
unwelcome pubs. For the clubbing fanatics among us it can arguably become monotonous and unexciting when you’re visiting
the same places week in and week out. For all
those people who have passed the half way
point of their degrees, the repetitive rituals of
pre-drinks can become, in one word, standard.
Meeting in the kitchen to play a half-hearted
game of Ring of Fire with the same people
makes everyone very nostalgic, thinking about
when it was fun back in Freshers’ Week.
Then there’s ringing for a taxi so many
times that the number may as well be on
your speed dial, before getting into Lancaster to be hit by the huge queue outside the
club. Even when you get in, you know which
room plays your sort of music and ignore the
other room(s) and the people dancing away
with their inferior music tastes. You know the
drink prices off by heart, or know that you’ll
be ordering your favourite drink, a Stiff ‘Un or
a Shagga springs to mind, but which are arguably overpriced. To put the icing on the cake,
you finish your night sat in the same old takeaway, staring blankly at your cheeseburger as
you think of that essay deadline looming.
But have no fear, you can relive those wonderful days of being a fresher. Firstly, although
small, Lancaster does offer lots of variation. This year alone LA1 has become Swank,
Revs has taken over Thursdays, and Sugarhouse hires a retro photo-booth and a rodeo
surf board. Clubs organise balloon drops,
Wi-Fi discos, £1000 give-aways and different themed fancy dress nights. There are also
always different people you can go out with
by organising a lads’ or girls’ nights out, being
invited to friend’s birthdays or general house
parties. Remember it’s not where you go, but
who you go with that makes your night one
to remember. Furthermore, there’s nothing
to say you can’t relive that Fresher spirit any
time of the year with a spontaneous night out.
The curse of living in town, which I’ve experienced before, is that you can easily be persuaded to go out at the last minute and have a
great night. Despite having the full intentions
of an early night to make sure you get to that
nine o’clock seminar in the morning. The lack
of sleep and early start the next day has always
been worth it.
Lancaster may be limited but don’t let this
put you off, with hundreds of people planning
a night out and with flat parties on and off
campus, there are many reasons to go out and
have fun. Like I said, it’s not where you go, but
who you go with. With so many people coming
back to the University after they’ve graduated
as visitors, employees or postgrads, Lancaster
is obviously doing something right.

With the Easter
holiday’s upon us and
the task of revision
looming, Kathy
Wright reveals ways
to stay productive
whilst enjoying your
break

E

aster eggs, sunny weather, and a well
deserved break; don’t we just wish that
was all the Easter holiday’s involved?
Unfortunately, the time of year is upon us
when we have to give up our holiday time to at
least attempt some revision for our ever looming exams. However, don’t despair as Easter
and exams can go more hand in hand than you
may think. No one likes to revise, but you don’t
have to lose out on a great holiday to get tops
marks in your tests.
The key is to be productive and to make the
most of everyday. Here are some top tips and
advice on keeping your revision productive
whilst enjoying some relaxation time too.
Plan: Make a plan and stick to it. Plan
realistic revisions times and allow for
plenty of breaks so that each time you come
back to revise you are refreshed. Always
revise when you function the best. If you
are not a morning person, set a side time
to revise in the afternoon and enjoy a lie
in, or take the night off if you have had a
productive morning.
Drink plenty of water and eat
healthily: It is vital to keep our immune
system functioning well so try and stay
on top of it by keeping your body healthy.
Remember a healthy body equals a healthy
mind.
Work in a way that suits you: If you
enjoy listening to music while you revise,
create a playlist of your favourite songs,

••

••

••

Emails from @ustralia will return in the next issue of Carolynne

which can inspire, motivate and even allow
you to relax while you are revising. If you
need to be silent then don’t be afraid to find
the quietest part of the house and claim
it as your own for the holidays. For once
your parents won’t be on your back because
revision comes first.
Organisation: Revise one topic at a time
and that way you will take more in and are
more likely to remember it. Make use of the
old classics, such as, mind maps, note cards
and filling your walls with hundreds of post
it notes. These are all still great ways to
revise.
At least start you revision: It will stop
the mad panic when you only have two
weeks before your first exam, which never
bodes well. You can never have too much
time to revise everything so the earlier you
start, the more prepared you shall be.
Most importantly, don’t be
unrealistic: At the end of a hard term we
all need a break and there is no reason not
to go out and have fun; just balance it with
revision. You will feel so much better on
that night out if you know you’ve worked
hard during the day.
Even though we shouldn’t have a totally
work free holiday, revising doesn’t have to be a
chore. Make time to socialise as well as revise,
and the Easter holiday won’t be so bad after
all. Four weeks isn’t long and remember time
flies when you’re having fun.

••
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Exams: Do
we need them?
As exam season starts to loom over us Carolynne assesses whether
those hated tests are a valid assessment or an unnecessary pressure

No

Yes

Claire-Louise Hazel

Luke Demetri

I

W

hate exams. I would much rather do twice as many essays, in fact
I would probably do every essay you threw at me if it got me out of
exams. I am that girl you see at the end of every exam crying and
having a near nervous breakdown because I think I have failed. It’s
pathetic; but I don’t know what it is. I start revising weeks before an
exam and can reel off past papers in the comfort of my own room, but
when I step inside the exam hall, my mind turns to mush.
Exam time is the most stressful time of year for students. Within
minutes of exam timetables being announced LUVLE had crashed as
everyone flocked to a computer to work out how much time they had to
revise. Exams seem to cause an unnecessary amount of stress.
The first wave of stress appears when you have to work out what you
need to revise and just how in-depth. With an essay things are straight
forward, you pick one topic and look at that. With an exam you have
the possibility of any topic that you have studied in your course. So you
have the debate, should I put all my eggs in one basket and try and specialise in a specific area or go for a broad overview?
Although exams are supposed to be a test of your knowledge it feels
as though they only test what you know at that exact minute in time.
Weeks of revision come together at that point to see what you can
remember and for those of you with great memories this may be easy.
With an essay you can take time to display you collective knowledge,
carefully laid out in a well thought out manner. With an exam everything in your brain at that minute drips on to the paper, in a mishmash
of messy facts and even messier hand writing. They tell you to plan and
to proof read, but really, who has the time?
In my eyes an exam is not a display of intelligence but how much
you can remember. To those of you who like exams this may seem like
a lot of pointless waffle but have some sympathy for those of us who
hate them. Oh and if you see me after an exam please don’t ask which
question I did. One thing I hate just as much as exams is post-exam
chitchat.

hilst written examinations can seem like a chore, it seems
pretty obvious to most that they are necessary when assessing a student’s ability. Originally examinations for students
were tested by oral examination but, due to significant increases in the
number of students, this became implausible and so written examinations came to be more frequent. The history of examinations as oral
assessments can still be seen through the use of oral interrogations, at
some universities, of students that are between degree classifications.
Lots of people would prefer to be assessed solely on coursework but
to do this would widen the problem of cheating and plagiarising. Lecturers and tutors would be unable to know for certain whether you have
had assistance from a friend or the internet. Let’s face it, it’s always
tempting to get friends to help us with the things we do not understand, but the line between a little nudge and them actually bumping
up your grade is a fine one. But, when you are in a written examination
you are on your own. A true test of your knowledge.
It also seems that it is relatively easy to increase the standard of
an essay to a pleasing level simply by spending lots of time on it. With
unlimited time (presuming you don’t start it the night before) you have
the opportunity to find anything out and dump it into your coursework
to make it the standard you want. On the other hand, when you are sat
in the exam hall and you are limited with the amount of time you have
then it’s simply a matter of using your intellect to write the appropriate information regarding the question. Surely this is what universities
require in an assessment.
The use of coursework to assess a student’s ability has its advantages for sure. I know it’s a relief for me when I walk into an exam
knowing I already have some marks but it’s obvious that to eradicate
written examinations would simply be silly and nonsensical.

We need a
damned date for
this sacred day
Gareth Horn
Hmmmm. It’s been a funny old year, this
one. As you read these words, you do so
from the pages of the first SCAN of Summer
Term, which falls, somewhat bizarrely, at
the end of March. Look out of the window;
does it look summery to you?
The culprit behind this 11 week term
is that pesky little critter Easter, and its
refusal to be pinned down to a specific date.
If, like me, you endured the daily hymnal
sing-song of a C of E primary school education, you too will know that Christ was born
on Christmas day. It makes sense really; the
clue’s in the name. There’s no need to get
bogged-down in trivial technicalities, like
the small matter of a switch from Julian to
Gregorian calendars, or the complete lack of
contemporary evidence. No, it’s December
25, without fail, each and every year, just
like the school hymns said. Good enough
for me.
If the birth of such a celebrated individual can be commemorated so immovably
each year, etched upon the collective mind
of all of Christendom, then surely the day
upon which that same individual arose from
the dead should be all the more memorable?
There are people born every minute of the
day, but I don’t know of anyone who’s been
resurrected! No, the exact date of this particular event seems to have slipped by unnoted. Instead we have to rely upon lunar
cycles and the wisdom of church officials.
On the face of it, this is no big deal. As
long as the great British people get their
public holidays, all’s hunky-dory in good
‘ole Blighty. The later, the better; more
chance of sunshine. But it doesn’t half

‘The culprit behind
this 11 week term
is that pesky little
critter Easter’
bugger up the world of academia. This late
Easter has meant a fragmented third term,
resulting in an extended eleven week second
term, widespread confusion over submission deadline dates, and the strong possibility of some students having to sit their final
exams before their coursework submission
deadlines.
Surely the time has now come to just
pick a damned date be done with it? The
second Sunday in April. There, how easy
was that? Kids will know when they’ll
be free from school, adults
will know how long
until they can hit the
beer gardens, and the
student population
can sleep soundly in
their digs safe in the
knowledge that their
exams will fall three
weeks into the start
of a 10 week term.
Break out the chocolate eggs, I think
we’re on to a
winner.
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s the end of term draws
near, missed deadlines are
looming: not just because
of laziness, but because one
group of students have been
busy performing in and
managing a series of plays.
The Lancaster University Theatre Group
(LUTG) are amateurs. They have the distraction of academic work to content with, but
whether these factors marred the quality of the
shows remains to be seen. Their production of
Jim Cartwright’s Road, arguably his hardesthitting work, is the first LUTG play to be produced entirely by first year students, though
the cast came from all year groups. “Oh dear”
was my initial thought on hearing of the experience of the production team. But, to my surprise and subsequent delight, the displays
from the exceptional cast made it abundantly
clear that Director Josh Coates, knew exactly
which buttons to make his actors push. Almost
every artist on stage thrust upon us shades of
the more tragic, unfulfilled lives that we’ve all
overheard as we try to keep our distance, and
reminds us why Cartwright won the Samuel
Beckett award for his effort.
The same can be said for the suitably dilapidated venue that they chose to stage this play
in. Upstairs at the Park Hotel Pub.
For all its bleak charm, the venue delivered the most damaging flaw in this production. Unless you were sat in the first three or
four rows, you couldn’t see a thing. A combination of relatively level staging, unraised seating and cramped conditions rendered most of
the play invisible. While one can appreciate the
grimy aesthetic created by the location, ideal
for emulating neglected council houses, its
claustrophobic nature did not lend itself well
to the idea that a hefty proportion of the events
unfold in an outdoor street.
One out of two ain’t bad, and the intimacy
created a genuine sense of unease when the
ruffians weaved in and out of the audience.
Speaking of unease, let me relate a paradoxical experience: the characters radiated the
warmth, charm and humour of the scum as
they screamed, slobbed and philosophised.
Although originally set in the Conservative
savaged North of the 1980s, some alterations
to the text (references to Lady Gaga and Jedward) pushes the play forward to the Conservative savaged North of 2011, and the attitudes
and behaviours of our grotesque zeroes don’t
feel a nanosecond out of date. The modern setting went to show that the question, “how’d we
get from where we were then to where we are
now?” (posed by Jerry, played by Matt Saint)
will resonate regardless of time period.
In the spirit of the original production, everyone (bar Robin Peters) plays at least two
characters. Some performers make the mistake of neglecting smaller parts, but this cast
exploited the gulf that expands between seperate characters tremendously well - Michael
Reffold was heartbreakingly sickly and trodden-upon as the dictophone-wielding Professor, but simply by removing his glasses and
adopting a slight sneer, he becomes the ugly
and lazy Barry. Abbie Jones was superficially
very attractive as Lane, the boisterous hussie,
but a bowed head and messy hair turned her
into Valerie - a plain, beaten housewife. These
particular performances stood out as one of the
few instances in which it was possible to genuinely believed that you’re wasn’t watching the
same two actors on stage.
The entire cast shone comedically in at
least one of their roles. Be it Alex Skitt as Mr
Bald, shouting at his wife (played with Pythonesque aplomb by Luke Weeks) or Matt Saint
as Brian engaging in a prolongued exchange
of insults with his hookup Marion (Catherine

With the feel of the period taken care
of by the surroundings, what of the acting?
With regards to amateur productions, there
is a recurrance gap between Jacobean and
20th/21st century plays. The Rivals falls into
that gap.
There is then a worry that students will lack
familiarity with the text. A select few of the
players had this problem, and some of their
orations sounded unfamiliar to them. Lines
were reeled off hurriedly, leaving the impression that they weren’t really understood by the
actors delivering them. This at least proved
that there is a skill to speaking with conviction outside your own era. It is fortunate that
the majority of the cast had a firm hand on the
killer lines, and although the fluidity of some
scenes was brought down by those less accustomed to such a style, the audience was rightfully responsive to a plethora of hysterically
funny performances. The production team
should consider themselves lucky to have
secured such a cast, because were they not
so engaging and well endowed in the diction

‘The question,
“how’d we get from
where we were then
to where we are
now?” will resonate
regardless of time
period’

Photos by Ben Robins

Students span decades,
decadence and despair
Ronnie Rowlands examines the Theatre
Group’s offerings for this term
Road

Dir: Josh Coates

The Rivals

Dir: Rachael Hunt & Lauren Davidson
Holdsworth), the cast knew their lines insideout, and there was a real joy in seeing performers relishing in the knowledge that a laugh
was imminent. If there was a comedy award
to be handed out, it would go to Peter Pearson, who proved himself to be in possession of
great comedic versatility. He was as hysterically funny seriously delivering absurd metaphors (as Skinlad) as he was at portraying a
mute cronie who expresses himself through the
medium of strutting (as Blowpipe).
Road proves the folly in underestimating a
rookie production team.
The text was handled with evident care and
precision by Coates. Were it not for the hideous
issue with the seating (which was rectified for

the final two performances) and the occasional
coughing and conversation heard from the
very adjacent dressing droom, both of which
deprived the cast of the focus they deserved,
this production would have been a triumph. It
was a true victory for the underdogs.
From Northern realism to Southern farce,
LUTG’s production of Richard Sheridan’s The
Rivals took place at an equally complimentary venue - Lancaster’s Town Hall. This venue
reduced much of the workload for the stage
manager, as it comes ready-equipped with
velvet drapes, gold framed paintings and an
acoustic-enhancing high ceiling. To accompany
the majestic surroundings on offer, baroque
music punctuated each scene as perioddressed stage hands removed and replaced
scenery. Scene changes were disguised as servants carrying out their duties, and we never left
the the Georgian era for the entire two and a
half hours.

department, the play would have been lost on
the audience, moreso, as it’s a period piece.
Lauren Davidson and Rachael Hunt took
care to ensure that the stereotypes on stage
remained animated at all times, meaning the
audience was treated to the sight of ‘Fighting’
Bob Acres (David Helm) feeling his “valour”
rising (and subsequently shrinking) as Sir
Lucius O’Trigger, played with a genuinely
intimidating, deadpan air by Jon Coleman. Leo
Patel, playing the best of all the cultural Captain Jacks, was similarly adepted to dry delivery, a marvelous contrast to his father’s blustering and wailing. Robbie Love offered a
stellar take on the cantankerous Sir Anthony
Absolute with obvious knowledge of what
makes angry old men funny. He blended shuddering hobbles, greasy faux charm, screeching rages and falling asleep when women speak
into one frenzious letch of a man. These recognizable traits also proved, as with the performances in Road, that caricatures will never
become outdated.
It would not be at all possible to sing the
praises of the cast without mentioning Matthew Bosley, as Faulkland. By far the finest, all
encompassing exhibition of both physical and
vocal comedy on show, Bosley acted even his
most excellent co-stars off the stage in every
scene he appeared in. He evidently is blessed
with the ability to be funny simply by turning
his head, or even staying silent. But don’t dismiss it as simply comedic acting: he also managed to register despair and longing, highly
difficult to get across in the midst of comical
acting.
All involved in The Rivals should be commended for producing something so epic
through performances alone, a testimony to
the talent that Lancaster University has to
offer. Both Road and The Rivals are a strong
indication that LUTG has versatility and the
ability to dip its toes into every genre that the
theatre has to offer.
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Missed it at Yorkshire House?

‘Students and a couple of older
ladies were dancing together’
Joe Henthorn

J

apanese Fighting Fish came as
something of a shock to me when
their debut album, Just Before We
Go Mad, found its way into the
SCAN office a couple of weeks ago.
“It’s like an indie band ran away and joined the
circus,” I was told. My interest was certainly
piqued, and after a couple (of hundred) listens
it quickly became apparent that The Fish, as
they like to be known, were actually pretty special. So on hearing that they were to start their
small UK tour in Lancaster – which is actually
the home of their drummer – I was down to
the Yorkshire House like a shot.
Three great support acts were up first, and
it was almost as if they had been chosen as
some sort of musical metaphor for the eclecticism of the headliners. A young lass playing
acoustic covers, a super bratty ska-punk group
and a threesome that went some way to usurping Oasis’ position as most Mancunian band in
history – they didn’t have much in common,
but they were all very good and certainly got
the crowd in the mood. Nevertheless, it was
still a bit of a surprise when Japanese Fighting Fish took to the stage. It almost looked
as if they had arrived by time machine after
playing a gig in Victorian England, dressed as
they were in a most dapper ensemble of elegant shirts, fancy trousers and impressive
facial hair. Their unique appearance and vocalist Karlost’s just-escaped-from-an-asylum
demeanour grabbed the crowds’ attention as
soon as they stepped on the stage.
The band recently described their songs
as “alternative rock meets theatre... like little
three minute plays”, and it’s not hard to see
what they mean. Their on-stage personas perfectly complement their dramatic song-writing
style. Yet the sheer intensity of their album had
made me wonder whether or not they could
replicate these kinds of songs live.
Those fears were quickly allayed when they
launched into one the album’s many highlights, Boots. It’s not the most complex thing
on the record, but they pulled off their trademark switches between a slow dance grooves
and distorted breakdowns with remarkable
ease. They moved effortlessly into Blood and
Sand, a much heavier beast, catching the audience off guard with the sudden stylistic shift.
Karlost thrashed around the stage so much
that it was a pleasant surprise that he was able
to keep up such a good standard of guitar playing, contributing to an ace dual-guitar attack
that competed with the bass and drums in a
battle to see who could play their instruments
the loudest. It left the audience with their
bleeding ears and smiling faces.
Perhaps the best thing about their performance was that they managed to pull off the
enviable trick of making songs that sound
great on record sound better live. Some bands
perform pitch-perfect replications of their
recorded material, and even though that’s a
mighty impressive feat it often leaves live performances feeling a little bit drab and soulless.
Japanese Fighting Fish managed to avoid that
trap. Not that their performance was messy, far
from it. The rhythm section was just as tight

as it was on record; the bass and drums might
as well have been played by Siamese twins for
all their synchronicity. The guitars switched
between wonderfully distorted and sparkly
clean at the right moments. The vocals were as
beautifully demented as they are on the album.
But the best live bands know when to let
go a little bit - when to amp up the guitars
just a little bit more, when to push a breakdown just a little bit further - something that
was on show here. The chugging riff of Blood
and Sand was pushed as far and as loud as it
could go, the two guitarists thrashing around
so much that they were in danger of shaking the Yorkshire House to its foundations.

‘A band that dresses
in ye olde worlde
attire that can unite
generations can only be
a good thing’
The chorus from the Sick of Waiting was more
bombastic than ever. The insane, blood-curdling (in a good way) yelps on Baltic Whisperer
were spine-tingling and actually pretty terrifying, elevating the song to another level. Japanese Fighting Fish haven’t been around for
too long but they already look and sound like
seasoned performers, so they’re clearly on the
right track.
At the moment the only problem is that
they’re a bit of an unknown quantity. I had
tried – really, really tried - to explain their
unique sound to the friends I had brought
along with me, but even after an hour of explanations they were still confused. Cuban/Salsa/
Metal-fusion? I mean, what are you meant to
do to music that veers rapidly (yet wonderfully) between twisted spoken-word poetry,
Latino dance and thrash metal? The answer, of
course, is to dance; although it would have to
be some sort of salsa/moshing mash-up that
hasn’t actually been invented yet.
Nevertheless, by the end of the set the
crowd seemed to have got used to the music on
show and they were really starting to engage
with the performance a bit more. It’s not really
the fault of the band that the crowd didn’t react
immediately, they just need to keep touring
and get their songs out there.
Their music is weird and unique, but hardly
inaccessible. And although it’s slightly odd
to say that a band like this has pop sensibilities, they certainly know how to write one hell
of an infectious tune. Heck, by the time they
had reached the end of their set, students and
a couple of older ladies were dancing together.
All things considered, a band that dresses in ye
olde worlde attire that can unite generations
through dance with a unique fusion of Latino
and riffy-metal can only be a good thing. After
a few more performances like this it’s only a
matter of time before their music starts to land
on alternative radio and people start to engage
more with their music. Of course, it’s still early
days. But as soon as people start taking note
of their music, I’d say that it’s only a matter of
time before Japanese Fighting Fish become
one of the top live bands in the country.
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Easter: Hollow as an egg?
David Toft
If you are anything like me you probably
wouldn’t be able to tell the difference between a
Christingle Service and All Saints Day let alone
be bothered to mark these occasions in the calendar. In our increasingly secular society, it
falls to the very religious to maintain that special degree of piety and ritual that gives British
culture a sense of tradition and class.
In fact, only a few festivals ever achieve
national recognition. These events are the ones
that shape our year by dictating our spending, stretching our stomachs and getting us off
work.
But is this all they’re remembered for? Do
we remember Christmas because Doctor Who
was on, or because Jesus was born? If the only
thing that distinguishes these once sacred celebrations is the shape of chocolate, are we
losing out on something?
No doubt the word has already conjured up
images of countless, delicious chocolate eggs,
possibly the Easter Bunny and maybe even
lambs skipping across the green hillside. If
this is the case it is evidence that, although not
considered as commercial as Christmas, Easter
has left a decent impression in our minds.
And why shouldn’t it? As winter finally gives
way, summer will be here before you know it,
and even the sheep are getting excited; why
shouldn’t we let loose a little and get into the
party spirit?
Some people, though not especially religious, increase this anticipation of goodness
by depriving themselves of treats for a whole
40 days beforehand. This practise of giving up
something for Lent represents another religious tradition that has established itself in
popular culture. So, while recognition of religious festivals might generally be considered
to be on the decrease, a surprising amount
of people willingly commemorate certain key
events in the traditional, Christian calendar. It
seems everyone can benefit from the structure
seasonal celebrations provide.

Most people, however, when thinking about
Easter don’t immediately think of a bloodied
corpse. And to be fair, if you did, it might not
be that normal. Yet, according to the Christian tradition from which we take the celebration, that is a central image on which we
should reflect. A man, killed in relative youth,
is the reason for the season. It’s not altogether
shocking, then, that in an increasingly secular society, many choose not to focus on this
slightly unusual event in Christian history.
It seems a bit odd. Nevertheless, this
image of sacrifice is what makes Easter the
most important event in the eyes of Christians
throughout history. For them, this image is the
final piece of a jigsaw; Jesus’ life and death,
followed by his resurrection, is representative
of an ultimate act of love and restoration with
God. Understand this powerful image and you
understand almost all of Christianity.
According to Archbishop John Sentamu,
“the cross [on which Jesus died] is a powerful
symbol [...] of truth over falsehood, hope over
despair and life beyond death” (the Guardian,
April 10, 2009).
So there you have it. On the surface
level, Easter is another accessible festival,
another holiday opportunity, another reason
to indulge; something we can all relate to.
And why not? As being a key revision period,
Easter is supposed to be a time of refreshment. The theme of new life will be unavoidably broadcast by the antics of chicks, bunnies
and eggs on TV, so there’s no sense in letting it
slip by. If you should take it to a deeper level,
in accordance with the Christian tradition, the
festival presents an opportunity for new beginnings and for hopefulness.
These are things we can all relate to. The
suggestion of taking the opportunity to think
about the important themes of Easter should
not be so demanding. Why have the celebration and not the deeper goodness? It’s like
eating the chocolate and leaving the goo - it
just shouldn’t be done.
What would it take to honour a few traditions and make Easter that little bit more
special?
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Break up the holidays and wake up your CV
Lauren Maughan
The Easter break is now upon us and
whilst tucking into those chocolate eggs and
hosting street parties for a certain Royal Wedding, the thought of university and future
careers can easily slip our mind. You might
not have thought much about it, but now is the
time to boost your CV credentials.
The four weeks over Easter can be the perfect opportunity to start hunting out work
experience; even if it is just for a week or so. It
will show how eager you are to gain an insight
into your preferred field of employment. Use
the holidays to start writing to companies and
businesses or even go in to offices to inquire
face to face; you never know until you try.
Finding a placement isn’t always an easy task,
but often the experience that you will gain will
outweigh the struggle, putting you one step
ahead of other students.

If after a few days in a placement you find
that the career you hoped you’d love isn’t for
you, never see the voluntary work as a loss,
think of it as a helping hand into discovering
the right career path for the future.
The best and easiest way to polish your CV
over Easter is to get online; stop refreshing
Facebook or posting another tweet and look on
websites that can give you a range of employability advice and ideas.
If you still don’t know what you want to
do at the end of your three years at Lancaster,
prospects.ac.uk is the perfect starting point for
your Easter of employability exploration. By
asking you a series of questions this website
matches you up with careers you might never
have known existed. However, if you already
know your career path, simple easy steps can
be taken over Easter to help you increase those
chances of employment. Fancy being a writer
or journalist? You could start a blog. Have a
burning desire to teach? Pop into your local
primary school and ask about volunteering.

By browsing through do-it.org.uk you will
be able to find a range of volunteering schemes
in your area. This website encourages you to
explore databases of placement opportunities for all tastes. Through voluntarily helping
your local community you will show potential
employers that you’re keen to enhance your
skills even when you’re away from university.
Visiting milkround.com is also an ideal way
to help you do this as taking a look at graduate job advertisements will give you an idea of
what employers see as vital when recruiting.
Getting as much information on the different
jobs available and the qualities companies look
for in graduates may just inspire you to take
some action and get yourself equipped for your
dream career.
So even though Easter is about taking a
small step back from the workload, volunteer
and get active in your area. Boosting those job
prospects won’t happen just from Easter egg
munching; forget about the chocolate and get
out there to make that CV shine.

Topical

scan.lusu.co.uk/carolynne

Mum’s the word
With Mother’s Day
fast approaching
Ruth Eaton reflects
on why, when it
comes to having an
idol, there should be
no contest

W

hen Angelina Jolie lands at Heathrow airport with several babies, a
gorgeous husband and 12 men scurrying beside her pulling her suitcases, how
many people stop, look and think she’s got it
all? A mum, an actress, a charity worker and
a body to die for; paparazzi fling themselves
left, right and centre just to get a picture of her
flashing her passport. Yes, she’s famous, but
why do we automatically admire and idolise
her ability to juggle a life of chaos just because
she’s a Hollywood sweetheart? I’m not denying her maternal instincts and obviously hectic
lifestyle; but my mum is a chef, cleaner, seamstress, chauffeur and therapist and nobody
pops up on our driveway on a Friday evening
to take a picture of her wrestling the shopping
out of the car.
Mothers are the often unacknowledged
idols of our time; if there were to be an Oscar
for making bangers and mash, my mum would
win hands down. But sadly, there’s no little
gold man for domesticity; instead, with Mother’s Day fast approaching, we’ll all be finding
the time to dish out an award of our own.
I know you’ve lived through many a Mother’s Day by now; you buy the flowers, you sign
the card, you fully understand the protocol.
However, regardless of routine, every year I
still hear many a moan in the queue at Clinton’s about Mother’s Day merely being a clever
way to get everyone to dig deep in their pockets and throw their money at fluffy toys and

perfume. For those clinging onto the cynic
inside, investing in a big bouquet of flowers and a mountain of Thornton’s truffles can
seem a little excessive, with almost all shops
encouraging you to splash out on your mum

the minute Valentine’s Day cards and roses
have taken a bow and said their goodbyes. But
don’t be put off by the endless isles of flowers you never even knew existed growing legs
and taking over every supermarket in town.
For those with dwindling bank balances and a
reluctance to indulge in the hysteria of Marks
and Spencer’s, a card is simply enough.
For me, Mother’s Day holds real sentimental value. Remember the days when you’d
scurry home from school with a handmade
concoction stuffed in your school bag with
PVA glue and bits of sticky dried pasta spreading all over your folders? Out of breath and
with James Bond secrecy you’d run to your
bedroom and try and hide the art attack before
your mum busted your mission. No matter
how old you are a little message of love and
recognition, whether wrote in a Clinton’s special or stencilled masterpiece, acts as a small
reminder that just because we’re miles away
cooking our own meals now, we still want to
say a big thank you.
Mum’s are like the best kind of chocolate, always there in times of crisis. So, even
though it might seem odd to think one day to
gift give is any different to another, act like it is
anyway. Buy a card, bake a cake, make like the
Spice Girl’s and tell her you love her. After all,
there’s no awards ceremony for sewing buttons and ironing shirts; so let Mother’s Day be
the perfect excuse to spoil the star behind the
student.

HOW
PREPARED
ARE YOU?
DOn’t gEt
stREssED
OvER tHE
E-WORD!
advice.lusu.co.uk
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ALL OFFERS OPEN TO PURPLECARD HOLDERS ONLY • T&Cs apply

OFFER OF THE WEEK

BELLA ITALIA

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE ON PIZZA & PASTA
TUESDAY – THURSDAY 6PM – 10PM

THE BIG COMPETITION
WIN A MEAL FOR FOUR AT THE
PLOUGH!
TO ENTER SIMPLY EMAIL COMPETITIONS@LUSUMARKETING.COM AND
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:

“IN WHICH SMALL VILLAGE IS THE PLOUGH LOCATED?”
MAKE SURE YOU INCLUDE YOUR FULL NAME, COLLEGE AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER.
THE COMPETITION CLOSES ON FRIDAY 31ST MAR 2010.

SOMETHING A BIT RANDOM
FIBBERS MCGEES 15% OFF FOOD

DAYTIME ONLY
TEL: 01524 63720

MAMA MIA'S 10% DISCOUNT

EVERYDAY UNTIL 00:30
TEL: 01524 542689

HC UK

ALL DAY EVERYDAY
TEL: 01524 848468

card.lusu.co.uk

20% OFF
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Is the census senseless?
Kristina Beanland
We’ve all been in that situation in our
lives when someone with a huge fake smile
comes up to you in the street and asks for “a
minute of your time”. They’re all the same:
young, annoyingly confident, wearing a
brightly coloured tabard, clipboard in hand.
Most of us with an ounce of common sense
will decline the offer of filling out the “quick”
survey, and make a mental note not to return
to that street for the rest of the day.
But what if you couldn’t just say no? How
would you feel if, just because you declined to
tick a few boxes, you were breaking the law?
Well, this month we all experienced something pretty similar when the 2011 census
arrived.
To be honest, I wasn’t going to bother. I’d
seen the stacks of forms in the porters office,
but I’d assumed it was a job for the parents.
I don’t own a house, have a job, or do anything vaguely productive with the majority
of my time – I thought it was something for
the grown ups to be dealing with. But then I
saw the big bold letters on the bottom of the
form that told me “Taking part is compulsory.
You may face a fine if you don’t participate or
if you supply false information”. Suppose I
better fill it in then.
It wasn’t until after I’d gone through the

boredom (and confusion) of filling the thing
in that it occurred to me to get annoyed about
the whole situation. I understand that the
census provides information that the government needs to know for things like grants and
health care, but should we really be forced
to complete it? I mean it’s not like it’s just a
simple form asking who we are and where we
live, they want to know about the exact state
of your sexual partnership and even your religion. Personal information that’s likely to get

passed on to EU member states within a few
years. I suppose we should count ourselves
lucky - we didn’t get the full 32 page household form that asks you about central heating.
The religion question of course always
causes a stir – I spent a good five minutes
trying to work out which little box deserved
my tick. There’s no box for atheists or agnostics, and the “other” line leaves it open for
funny people to put something incredibly
witty in it. Thanks to that, the 2001 census

showed an alarming increase of Jedi Knight
worshippers in the UK. This year, the results
are predicted to show a new wave of Dumbledore’s Army Devotees or worshippers of the
Your Mum religion.
It’s commonly known that a lot of the
census data is rather unreliable. People are
inevitably missed out, meaning a lot of generalisations about the population are wrong,
and questions may change from one year
to the next, so mapping changes over time
becomes difficult.
To top it all of, at a time of economic mess,
a census that costs £482m also seems a bit
of a joke – do we not have better things that
we should be spending our money on? And
where that money is going to is also a bit of a
concern. The £150m contract for the census
has been given to Lockheed Martin, an American arms company – the second largest in
the world - who manufactures missiles and
cluster bombs, and have sold arms to repressive regimes in Saudi and Bahrain. Should
taxpayers money be used to fund an industry
that profits from conflict and war?
To be honest, what ever I think, or anyone
else thinks about the census is irrelevant. If
you didn’t fill it in last month you could be
facing a criminal record and a £1000 fine.
Whether you think it’s the best thing since
sliced bread, or a colossal waste of money, in
10 years time, you’ll be filling another one out
anyway.
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Pop your colours
clashing, so make sure you put your ensemble together for maximum effect.
The trend is so versatile that, by investing in a few key
pieces, you can easily build a capsule wardrobe for your
summer. This t-shirt dress from New Look can flit between
day and nightwear depending on what it’s teamed with and,
available in the four different gem shades, you’ll find the colour
suited best to your skin and hair tone. A little investment in
some coloured eye-shadow will also go a long way in finishing your look. Handbags straddle the length of your outfit, so
a little white number will keep you clashing effortlessly along
every layer. A statement shoe is advisable and nothing is more
on trend than the block wedge to capture colour and the 70s
revival. Kurt Geiger’s spring/summer collection has an impressive offering on this front, but there are plenty of student
friendly high street alternatives out there too.
Another way to style the colour-blocking trend is to take
it tribal. A more bohemian look, accessorising with gold and
gemmed costume jewellery takes this trend to an entirely different continent.

Fashion Columnist Hugh
Metcalf finds a gem of a trend
in summer colour-blocking
For the summer’s next hot trend, take inspiration from a
Dulux paint chart. Yes, it’s all about colour-blocking, so say au
revoir to noir and let your best and brightest see the light of day
again.
The greatest thing about this trend is how easy it is to create.
The building blocks are the basics of your wardrobe; plain,
simple pieces that come to life in combination.
Brights are popular every summer, but this year’s take forgoes the standard neons for jewelled variations on colour. Turquoise blue, topaz yellow, amethyst purple, put the entire rainbow of gems on your fashion palette; but don’t forget white.
White is a perpetual summer favourite, but is set off particularly well against the richness of the bijoux.
Usually, there’s a reliance on colour as a way to tie an outfit
together, matching your shoes with your belt or bag or drawing a shade out for your make-up. Yet, for the colour blocking trend, there is an emphasis on the singularity of the colours. If you’ve ever been to a Rubix Cube party, you’ll know
you’re expected to wear something of every colour then trade
until you’re uniform; the pre-party look is what
you’re aiming for here.
But it’s not only the spectrum you wear
that’s important: it’s the way
you wear it. Such bold, jewelled colours are perfect for

How to wear:

•• Be precious: Deep, rich jewels are this season’s killer
colours.
•• Clash, don’t co-ordinate: Set your colours in bold
contrast and don’t repeat the same one twice.
•• Painted lady: Your skin is a canvas for the best and
Vest £6, Trousers £40
available at Asos.com

••

brightest too, nails and eyes are the easiest ways to get
colour into your outfit.
Add extras: Attention to detail is everything when working
with basic pieces. Accessorise tidily in block colour too, or
go boho with tribal gold and jewels.
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are you

yet?

get your card online now!

card.lusu.co.uk

Puzzles

For more Carolynne see:

Mystic Macleod

TAURUS APR 20 - MAY 21
You may have thought killing
two birds with one stone was a
good thing, until you do exactly
that when skimming pebbles
into Lake Carter. Two ducks
will never see the sunrise over
Lancaster again thanks to you,
jerk.
GEMINI MAY 22 - JUNE 20
Keep away from vending
machines this week, as they
will refuse to trade fairly with
you Gemini leaving you hungry,
money-less and enraged. Get
your own back by stuffing its
slot with monopoly money and
pogs. Remember pogs?
CANCER JUNE 21 - JULY 22
After using three packs of pro
plus over two all-nighters and a
partridge in a pear tree, you’ll be
tripping out and tripping over as
you attempt you bodge your way
through life, your brain mashed
beyond comprehension. Silly
Cancer.
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LEO JULY 23 - AUG 22
Tired and strung-out from
seeing your lad from home only
every other weekend, you will
reach the end of your tether.
The sight of other couples being
happy will send you into a
wild tirade. Shout louder, Leo!
Diminish their love!
VIRGO AU3 23 - SEPT 22
A cataclysmic error of judgement
will leave you with a sunburnt
face after failing to take accurate
weather readings before leaving
the house. Remember the hand-

out-window method: 60% of the
time it works every time.
LIBRA SEPT 23 - OCT 22
Motivated by the prospect
of party-harty times, you’re
storming
through
your
workload like a trouper.
However, a weighty pile of
literature will have your
vertebrae out of joint and into
a neck-brace before you can say
five shots of sambuca.
SCORPIO OCT 23 - NOV 21
It is predicted you will neglect
your family obligations and
return home on Mothers Day
with nothing but a bag of dirty
washing and an ugly hangover.
Four week of awkward silence
await you, Scorpio for neglecting
your JLS calendar.
SAGITTERIUS NOV 22 - DEC 21
A one-off performance at
Campus Festival has earned
you campus-wide fame. “Look!”
the crowds avidly whisper,
“the one with the cello!”. Yes
that’s right, you’ve earned your
recognition; today master of the
bow, tomorrow master of the
world.

Answers below

The Crossword
Across
7 - Looking at
something more
than once (13)
8 - Some who
commits capital (8)
9 - Hens lay these (4)
10 - Smears (7)
12 - Gold block (5)
14 - Chalice (5)
16 - Least team (7)
19 - Gains (4)
20 - Maturity (8)
22 - Jumbled
collection (13)

Down
1 - Capital of
Switzerland (4)
2 - Widen (6)
3 - Gave out (7)
4 - Inactive (5)
5 - Thrown about (6)
6 - Beautiful (8)
11 - Wedding (8)
13 - Fight hub (7)
15 - Instep (6)
17 - Indicate (6)
18 - Picture border (5)
21 - Footwear (4)

The Samurai Su Doku
Fill the grid of that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9.

CAPRICORN DEC 22 - JAN 20
In all the end of term madness
you will leave packing as last
minute as your essays. Upon
return to the nest you’ll discover
that your drunk self believes you
only require t-shirts, three shoes
and your desk lamp.
AQUARIUS JAN 21 - FEB 17
Safely residing on an upper floor,
you’ll leave your window open
over Easter to air out your foul
student hovel. However in your
absence a flock of geese will take
residence in your bed and raise
their young.
PISCES FEB 18 - MAR 20
Those juicy nectarines you
bought at the start of term and
hid at the back of your cupboard,
away from raccoons, have gone
as mouldy as the day is long.
You spent good money on those
nectarines; eat them out of sheer
economic sense.
Answers: 1) n Anglo-Saxo Goddess called Eastre, 2) 40 dayes, 3) They are a symble of rebirth’ 4) Judas Iscariot, 5) The crucification of Jesus

ARIES
MAR 21APR 19
V e n u s
has
flung
herself into
the burning
core of the
sun, implying that you must
embrace a new skill over the
holidays! It’s the perfect time
to pick up a musical instrument
or learn to cook. Or watch
Disney films and get hideously
drunk.

THE QUIZ - Easter
1. Where does the name Easter come from?
2. How long is Lent?
3. Why do we have eggs at Easter?
4. Who was betrayed by Jesus?
5. What does Good Fridy mark?

