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333 campaign comes to a head as general election draws closer
Following LUSU’s 333 campaign, campus goes to the polls on Thursday Week 3

ELLIOT THOMPSON

On Thursday Week 3 the polling
stations will open and the future
of the country will be in the voters’
hands. To make sure no students
miss out on the opportunity to
make their political voice heard
LUSU have heavily campaigned
for greater numbers of students
registering to vote.

In Lent Term SCAN revealed that
only 22 students on campus were
registered to vote in the Gener-
al Election. According to figures
from Lancaster City Council on
April 4, by that date 1144 Lancaster
University residents were regis-
tered to vote.

This is a very significant increase
in the number of registered stu-
dents, but is still only 28% of those
on the electoral roll for the 2013
County Council Elections: 4121.
According to Subtext, Lancaster
University’s figures are compara-
bly successful as only nineteen
students from the University of

Cumbria, Lancaster campus, were
registered to vote on Wednesday
Week 8, Lent Term.

Both parties have recognized Lan-
caster and Fleetwood as an impor-
tant parliamentary seat; it is cur-
rently number nine on Labour list
of target seats for the election.

Throughout April numerous lead-
ing politicians and campaigner
— for both parties — have visited
the region to drum up support.
Most notably Labour Leader Ed
Miliband, Conservative Chancel-
lor George Osborne, and Labour
campaigner and comedian Eddie
Izzard visited the city this month.

Voter turnout has declined signif-
icantly in the last decade and it is
lowest in the under 25 age group.
In an attempt to reverse that trend,
the Students’ Union, with the fi-
nancial support of the NUS, has
therefore been running the 333
campaign to encourage more stu-
dents to register and vote in the
election.

The campaign takes its name from
the 333 margin of majority in last
year’s election for this constituen-
cy, Lancaster and Fleetwood. With
more than 12,000 students en-
rolled at the University, the cam-
paign highlights that Lancaster
students have a particular high in-
fluence as the margin between the
Conservative Party and Labour
Party is so narrow.

“One of the highlights for me
was seeing the campaign register
students who didn’t even realise
they were eligible to vote.”
Damon Fairley, VP (Union
Development)

LUSU have spread the message
around campus through their 333
campaign bus which travelled
around the campus during the fi-
nal week of the Spring term.

The bus offered free rides around
campus as well as a daily trip from
campus to Sainsbury’s. On board

campaign volunteers were there
to provide information about reg-
istering and could even register
people there and then.

With a number of volunteers at
hand the campaign continued to
gain more signups, with around
450 student in total registering to
vote, many coming of their own
accord. There was a correspond-
ing increase in the number of
people registering to vote online
to the publicity generated by the
campaign.

General awareness is the key aim
of the campaign. Damon Fairley,
VP (Union Development) said,
“one of the highlights for me was
seeing the campaign register stu-
dents who didn’t even realise they
were eligible to vote’, particularly
students from outside the UK.

For example Commonwealth stu-
dents can vote in all UK elections
and students from EU member
states can vote in all local elec-
tions.

While the deadline has passed for
voter registration, 333 continues.
Fairley stressed that it is equally
important to actually go and vote
as it is to register in the first place.
“The more students that vote in
this key marginal constituency,
the greater voice we have as a stu-
dent movement nationally”, said

the VP.

LUSU is encouraging students
to look at the parliamentary can-
didates for Lancaster and decide
which candidate best represents
your interests. Alongside UCSU,
the Union set up a Question Time
event in lent term for students to
listen to the constituency’s pro-
spective candidates.

For more information you can fol-
low @LancasterSU #Generation
Vote and #333 on twitter. There is
also a Facebook page ‘333" where
you can keep track of the progress
and events taking place in the run
up to the election.
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Students priced out of Grad Ball

HENRY SAKER-CLARK NEWS EDITOR

Many students have vented their
anger over the recent Grad Ball
announcement, causing an anon-
ymous group of five students to
hold their own alternative event.
With the standard ticket price ris-
en from £54.50 last year to £59.50
numerous have questioned the af-
fordability of the event for numer-
ous students, particularly whilst
the Union have been pushing
their ‘Cost of Living’ campaign.

The line-up announced last
month consists of three main
acts, as well as three student acts.
The total cost of the artists is over
£23,000, or as the union have bro-
ken it down: £22.79 per person is
spent on acts. The headline act for
the event held in Blackpool Tower
is a DJ set by drum and bass duo
Sigma, best known for their num-
ber one singles ‘Nobody to Love’
and ‘Changing’ feat. Paloma Faith.

Many have also criticized the val-
ue for money within the ticket
price, believing that a DJ set from
a new artist does not justify said
ticket pricing. The duo are costing
£15,000 to play the event, costing
almost a third of the total predict-
ed cost for the event.

VP (Activities) Salman Rukhsar
defended the pricing policy and
event to SCAN, saying that the
event has been designed around
student feedback: “The event was
held at Blackpool Tower for the
first time two years ago after our
members told us that they weren’t
happy with the quality of Grad
Ball events at other venues. Over
2,000 students have attended the
Grad Ball at Blackpool over the
last two years and we’ve had noth-
ing but good feedback after the
event — which is why the event
continues in its current form.”

“As far as the price is concerned,
I do think it’s reasonable”, the
VP said. “For the price of a ticket,
guests get a full night’s entertain-
ment — including a truly brilliant
circus show, performances from
top live acts as well as student
bands, DJs and more.”

Despite student discon-
tent, numerous still turned out to
queue for tickets on Wednesday
morning week I to ensure they had
a ticket. Rukhsar told SCAN, “tick-

some

et sales launch day was a success,
with people queuing from 7.40am
to get their hands on tickets. All
of our early-bird tickets sold very
quickly as they always do and tick-
ets continue to sell on a daily basis.
Sales have been in line with our
expectations.”

Alongside Sigma’s D] set the event
the will see a live performance
from Blackpool Singer Songwrit-
er, and BBC Sound of 2015 nomi-
nee, Rae Morris, and an acoustic
performance by noughties pop
band The Hoosiers. The artists
alone have cost more than £23,000
combined, thus causing students
to question the viability of an al-
ternative whereby students pay
a £20 for a ticket, expected to in-
clude food.

In a break down of their costs per

student, LUSU answered ques-
tioning regarding why they do not
provide food and expect students
to provide it for themselves. They
explained that adding food to the
cost of a ticket would increase
each ticket by around £32. LUSU
suggested that the cost of the ven-
ue, Blackpool Tower, would how-
ever cost only £3.52 per person.

Some students, who have chosen
to remain anonymous, have or-
ganised an ‘Unofficial Lancaster
University Graduation Ball 2015
The organisers have stated that
the event has not been created
purely to oppose Grad Ball, but
to provide an affordable Grad Ball
that aims not to exclude students.

The price of Grad Ball tickets
ranged from £44.50 for Early
Bird Tickets, £49.50 for students

with purple cards and a standard
£59.50. However some key aspects
of one’s evening are not priced
within the cost of the ticket. The
ticket involves no food, drink or
transport, all of which must be
bought on top.

The £59.50 figure seems particu-
larly expensive when compared to
tickets to Sigma perform live. Sig-
ma’s current tour, which would be
alive show rather than D] set, costs
around £13 per ticket. LUSU have
paid for Sigma’s DJ set at £15,000,
and have based their financial fig-
ures on an expectation of selling
1150 tickets. Assuming all guests
were to pay the same price per
ticket, this would average £13.04
being paid towards Sigma alone,
excluding venue costs, agent fees
or anything else likely to be in-
cluded in the price of a normal gig

ticket. Also, generally the booking
price of DJ sets is significantly less
than that of live performances.

Rukhsar feels that the pricing is
“not extortionate at all”. He said,
“It's important to remember that
Sigma are part of a bigger overall
package. Our guests get to go to a
fantastic venue — Blackpool Tower
Ballroom really is amazing and
photos don’t really do it justice. It’s
a great place to hold a celebration
we hope our guests will remem-
ber for the rest of their lives and
look back upon fondly in years to
come. And then there’s the other
entertainment. I'm not aware of
any other Grad Ball that can offer
aworld-famous circus as its warm-
up act, and there’s loads more live
entertainment too.”
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LUSU President to appeal guilty conviction

LAURA WILKINSON DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

Current LUSU President and ac-
tivist, Laura Clayson, is due to ap-
pear in Manchester Crown Court
on Friday Week 2 to appeal against
a guilty conviction that she re-
ceived last July.

On January 7th 2014, Clayson and
another Lancaster resident, Sarah
McGowan, locked themselves to a
concrete barrel inside a car in or-
der to obstruct access to a fracking
site on Barton Moss Road, Man-
chester. After being asked by po-
lice officers to move from the car,
the pair refused. They were then
cut from the car, and arrested to be
charged with obstruction of a pub-
lic highway.

These convictions were assessed
during a hearing in February 2014,
and the judge ruled that this was
an incorrect arrest because the
road was not classed as a public
highway. The charge was then
subsequently changed to the ob-
struction of an officer in the exe-
cution of their duty, and Clayson
was found guilty in July 2014.

In a recent interview, Clayson told
SCAN that the officers who arrest-
ed her and others on the day “wer-

en’t acting within the rule of law
because they only justified why
they arrested us after they had
done it”. In light of new evidence,
which meant that some of the
protesters were not found guilty
for similar charges, Clayson and
McGowan have decided to appeal
their guilty conviction.

Clayson said that the protesters
“took this action in order to sup-
port the local community’s strug-
gle against the unconventional
fossil fuel industry”, but on the
day of her arrest she feels that the
police were not working towards
“[protecting] of the citizens in
those communities” as she only
felt they acted in the interest
s of protecting “capital and
big-business”. She believes that
she has a responsibility to change
this and create a more just and fair
system for all, particularly those
who want to protest or campaign
in the future.

One of the main reasons that
Clayson wants to appeal the case
against her is to show that she be-
lieves “the police should be chal-
lenged on their actions” and not
simply be taken as given. She also
hopes that a re-opening of the case

“will strengthen case law around
this topic because I don’t think
that it is okay in a democratic so-
ciety that the police can arrest you
just by virtue of their position”.

When asked by SCAN wheth-
er her actions on the day of her
arrest set a good example to the
students of Lancaster, Clayson
said: “it doesn’t have any bearing
on my ability as LUSU President.
It is simply reflective of who I am
as a person”. Clayson also added
that this “protest was nothing to
do with my work as LUSU Pres-
ident and does not fall under the
remit of my role. This action was
taken solely as a private citizens
who cares passionately about the
environment and the impacts of
fossil fuel exploitation on commu-
nities.”

Clayson believes that her involve-
ment in the anti-fracking protests
show that she is “a passionate per-
son and [she] stands up for what
[she] believes in, and that is what
[she] believes every single person
should do”. However, Clayson did
emphasise that this doesn’t mean
that “everyone should go out and
lock themselves to things in pro-
test” but that she feels “as citizens
we have a responsibility to chal-

lenge our government when we
believe they are making decisions
not in the community’s best inter-
ests. Taking direct action was not
a decision I took lightly, it came
from two years of campaigning
against fracking through the ‘le-
gitimate’ avenues, and it was only
upon realising that these meth-
ods weren't being as effective as I
hoped that I decided to obstruct
access to a fracking site on private
property. Everyone’s contribution
to the struggle is just as important,
we have to use the strengths we all
have to effect change.” She went
on to say that she believes she has
“a responsibility to make society

better place for everyone else who
is living in it but also for future
generations”.

Clayson is still waiting for confir-
mation that she would be attend-
ing Crown Court on the same day
as McGowan as the paperwork
for their appeals were sent at dif-
ferent times. On the day of the
hearing for the re-opening of the
case Clayson intends to plead not
guilty for the charges that were
put to her in July last year.

At the time SCAN went to print
the outcome of the court case was
unknown.

Positive step forward for ethical investments

NATHALIE FARRUGIA NEWS EDITOR

On Thursday Week 2, Lancaster
University’s Ethical Investment
Group (LUEIG) held an open
meeting to discuss their progress
after the Finances and General
Purposes Committee pledged to
the development of an Ethical In-
vestment Policy on Friday Week 7
of Lent term.

In a statement given to SCAN,
President Laura Clayson said:
“Finance and General Purposes
Committee have committed to
the development of an Ethical
Investment Policy (subject to of-
ficial ratification from University
Council). The next stage after this
will be to send around a survey to
all in the institution to ascertain
what different stakeholder’s desire
from this policy, i.e. what we per-
ceive as ethical and what we do
not. This will be created in collab-
oration with students working on

this campaign. We are taking this
as a massive win, so thank you to
everyone for all your support! We
will keep you all updated about
where you can fill this survey in
smile.”

This is a positive step forward for
the group who have been cam-
paigning for the divestment from
unethical investments and the pro-
posal to establish an ethical invest-
ment policy for the last academic
year, as part of a wider nationwide
initiative. Speaking on the result
of the meeting, LUEIG said: “This
is a great result and a real success
for the group, after a year of hard
work! There does, however, need
to be sustained pressure to ensure
that the campaign does not get
lost in bureaucratic structures and
have its demands watered down.”

The meeting held in Week 2 invit-
ed students and staff to hear about
the achievements of Lancaster’s

University Ethical Investments
campaign so far, and to discuss
ways of supporting the campaign
going forward. Speaking to SCAN,
LUEIG said “The meeting will up-
date attendees on our progress so
far this term, and consider how
students, staff and local residents
can support us. [t would be great if
there was a sister campaign calling
for the city council to divest from
fossil fuels!

We will also consider the univer-
sity’s general strategy in terms of
sustainability and the environ-
ment and hopefully come up with
some ideas as to how we can em-
bed principles of sustainability at
the core of the university’s opera-
tions.”

Currently, around 14% of the Uni-
versity’s investments are in fossil
fuels and nearly 4% of invest-
ments are in the arms trade. A
report published in October 2013

entitled ‘Knowledge and Power:
Fossil Fuel Universities Published
by People & Planet’ showed that
Lancaster University are receiving
£4,788,745 from Shell, BP and Exx-
on research in projects. The first,
entitled ‘UK Centre for Doctoral
Training in Statistics and Opera-
tional Research, Lancaster Univer-
sity (LUSTOR)’ receives £4,515,764
funding, and the second, the
‘Locally stationary Energy Time
Series (LETS) project receives
£272,981.

In response to these findings,
LUIEG told SCAN: “Whilst it
is shocking at some level, given
Shell’s notorious record of envi-
ronmental degradation and hu-
man rights abuse, it is sadly not
surprising.”

In the UK, Shell, BP and Exxon
fund 56.7 million pounds of re-
search at higher education in-
stitutions and LUEIG explained

how Lancaster’s relationship with
these companies is part of a much
wider problem.

In terms of the impact this re-
search will have on their campaign
LUEIG said “It will definitely have
an impact... whether a benefit or
not remains to be seen! It helps
explain why there may be oppo-
sition to divesting from fossil fuel
companies due to entrenched re-
search links with these very same
companies. However, it also makes
the reasons for opposition rather
more transparent, which is useful
in some ways, as we have a greater
understanding of the context be-
hind opposition to our campaign.”

LUEIG said that their survey will
“hopefully be disseminated this
term” along with a leaflet of infor-
mation. At the time SCAN went to
print, the open meeting had not
taken place.
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University and LUSU join forces to
secure future of Green Lancaster

JACK PERRY EDITOR

The University and LUSU have
announced a strengthening of ties
on Green Lancaster, with the for-
mer playing a much greater role in
terms of organisation and publici-
ty. The announcement follows the
successful Green Lancaster Week
campaign, which is hoped will be
used as a “springboard” for future
action on sustainability in the fu-
ture.

In Week 5, a Green Lancaster
working group was formed joint-
ly between the University and
the Union, led by the University’s
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Professor
Sharon Huttly. The group aims
to identify campaigns and oth-
er methods to raise awareness of
green initiatives undertaken by
students and staff on campus.

The first such campaign was
Green Lancaster Week, which
took place during Week 9, Lent
Term, with a different sustainabil-
ity-related event taking place each
day of the week. These included
providing a free breakfast to stu-
dents at the Lancaster University
Sports Centre, as well as a celebra-
tory lunch at the campus ecohub
on Friday Week 9. While there was
disappointment about the weath-
er during the Week, the initiative

was successful enough to spark
ideas for more campaigns, with a
12-month plan in place and a large
event towards the end of Summer
Term already mooted.

The stronger partnership be-
tween LUSU and the University
is considered mutually beneficial
to both parties, with the Univer-
sity able to expand the Green
Lancaster brand to encompass
all of its environment and ener-
gy initiatives. Green Lancaster is
currently most closely associated
with the sustainable food-grow-
ing initiative Edible Campus and
the Exodus Project, which aims to
reuse students’ unwanted items by
giving them to charities. The Uni-
versity aims to expand the Green
Lancaster umbrella beyond this
core remit, with a particular em-
phasis on behavioural change
among students and staff at Lan-
caster.

For their part, LUSU hopes that by
having greater support from the
University they will be able to se-
cure Green Lancaster’s future. At
the end of July, the National Un-
ion of Students (NUS) will end its
funding for the programme, which
had hitherto been a key lifeline
for the Edible Campus project. It
is therefore hoped that a stronger
University presence in Green Lan-

caster will help maintain - or even
improve — the momentum behind
such initiatives.

Louisa Duff, the Marketing &
Communications Manager of the
University’s Facilities division, told
SCAN that the aim of the revital-
ised partnership was to increase
awareness of all of Lancaster’s sus-
tainability projects. “I'm conscious
that awareness of the sustaina-
bility work that we do could be
improved — among staff, students
and visitors,” Duff said. “If you ask
the question ‘what are we doing
about sustainability?’ to people at
Lancaster University they will say,
‘oh, we've got a wind turbine!’ and
that’s about it. All the other work
that is happening is below the ra-
dar — it’s not getting the exposure
that it needs.”

The lack of awareness among stu-
dents and staff at Lancaster, Duff
said, is reinforced by recent sur-
veys conducted by the Facilities
division. “We did some student
carousels a few weeks ago, and I
asked them about their awareness
of sustainability and whether they
actually cared about it (most of
them said yes, others were a lit-
tle impartial),” Duff told SCAN.
“The majority of them recognised
Green Lancaster, but they were
a little unsure of what it was and

how they could get involved.

“I think it's mainly about building
it into people’s everyday lives and
behaviours— it doesn’t have to be
extra work.”

LUSU’s Green Lancaster Coordi-
nator, Darren Axe, said that the
University’s recent commitment
to Green Lancaster shows that
sustainability issues are now get-
ting the attention they deserve
on campus. “My feeling on this is
that sustainability, as an entity at
the university, is vitally important
as a cross-cutting agenda; it must
be embedded into everything that
we do as an institution” Axe told

GreenPancaster

SCAN. “The [University’s] strategy
says that sustainability is some-
thing that the University is taking
seriously, so were very excited
to make that happen in terms of
practical, on the ground action in
the years to come”.

“Since Week 5, with the formation
of the Green Lancaster Action
Group, a high level management
group for oversight of sustainabil-
ity activity, there has already been
a visible change, and by the end of
the Summer Term it could all look
completely different. I think that
was the key thing about Green
Lancaster Week — using it as a
springboard for our future work.”

Care leavers bursary success from 2015/16

JESSICA WALLACE DEPUTY NEWS EDITOR

Following the proposal for more
financial support for care leavers,
it has been confirmed that com-
mencing the academic year 15/16,
eligible undergraduates will re-
ceive a £2000 bursary per year.

The bursary is likely to be covered
by Office For Fair Access (OFFA)
related  expenditure  budgets
which are allocated to widening
participation and increasing the
diversity of students attending
Lancaster University, although
this is yet to be confirmed.

This follows concerns that Lan-
caster was not attracting enough

care leavers, as it has been report-
ed that approximately only 1.5%
of the 1300 care leavers in Lanca-
shire currently study at Lancas-
ter, averaging 7 care leavers per
year over the past 3 years. This is
proportionately lower than other
higher education institutions in
Lancashire such as the University
of Cumbria and the University of
Central Lancashire.

Currently, the University offers
care leavers guaranteed 365 day ac-
commodation, a financial advisor
and other support.

However, care leavers often are
disadvantaged financially and Mia
Scott, VP (Welfare & Community)

explained that a “lack of support
networks” can lead to care leavers
struggling more financially with
their living costs.

The bursary will allow care
leavers to “start saving in
their first year” for this period
post-University, and means that
“the pressure and stress of think-
ing about post-University life is
reduced dramatically.”

Scott has fronted the campaign to
receive more financial support for
care leavers: writing for SCAN in
Michaelmas Term 2014, she recog-
nised that higher education insti-
tutions are meant to be “engaging
progressively with students and

focusing on their abilities and po-
tential, and not circumstances”,
and views this bursary as “commit-
ment [...] to make Lancaster fully
accessible”.

Scott called on the participation
of current students who are care
leavers to back the campaign, and
found that although care leavers
were supported in many ways,
the “one major issue they had was
with finance”.

Speaking to SCAN, Scott de-
scribed the confirmation of the
bursary as a “huge win”. She em-
phasised that the bursary means
the financial struggle faced by
many care leavers will be reduced

during University, and pointed out
that care leavers will often “strug-
gle more than most” after leaving
University, as they must go head-
first into a lifestyle where there is
no background support, and “they
are on their own and funding
themselves for everything”.

Scott recognises the importance
of the bursary, as it will allow care
leavers to “start saving in their first
year [of University]” for this pe-
riod post-University, and means
that “the pressure and stress of
thinking about post-University life
is reduced dramatically”, benefit-
ing students welfare and allowing
them to focus on their academic
studies.
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An interview with James May

JACK PERRY EDITOR

When SCAN approached Lancas-
ter University and Pendle College
alumnus James May for an inter-
view, he was sat enjoying the sun
on the balcony outside Pendle Bar
with a group of current students
from the college — “[When I was
a student at Lancaster] we used
to do some revision, unlike this
lot who just sit around on a balco-
ny” — having spent the whole day
on campus. Given the sporadic
appearances of May at various lo-
cations on campus over the past
24 hours, the first question SCAN
was most keen to ask was why the
former Top Gear presenter had
decided to visit Lancaster today.
“I kept telling the Alumni associa-
tion that I would come - I couldn’t
come to the 50 year stuff because
I was abroad, but they were very
keen for me to see the new engi-
neering department so I came up
last night,” May said. “I had a look
at that and I've had some lunch
and stayed on campus and just
had a general look round.”

May said that he was very im-
pressed by the new engineering
building. “It was fantastic!” he
said. “That engineering building
has been designed ecologically, so
there’s a constant temperature and
it’s all very comfortable, whereas
in the old days it was all either bak-
ing hot — because the communal
central heating was cranked right
up — or it was absolutely freezing
cold; it just didn'’t really work. You
young people don’t know how
lucky you are.”

In addition to the new engineer-
ing building, a lot of campus has
changed since May was a stu-
dent at Lancaster (he graduated
in 1985), although much of what
he calls the “core” of the univer-
sity remains the same. “I haven't
had time to see [all of campus]
but we had a walk up and down
the spine,” May said. “The core of
the university [along the central
spine] is the bit that we remember
because that’s largely unchanged -
we can still recognise quite a bit of
it. And up at the other end, County
and the Nuffield Theatre, that’s all

still the same.

“But they’ve renamed bits and ef-
fectively moved colleges around,
and there are all these new build-
ings around the outside,” May told
SCAN. “It must be two-and-a-half

Ll -

times the size of what it was for me
at university.”

While the passive observer may
assume that his undergraduate
degree at Lancaster was in engi-
neering or a similar discipline,
May graduated from the universi-
ty with a bachelor’s degree in mu-
sic. He enjoyed doing the degree,
but apparently wasn't very good
at it. “To be honest I was a bit of a
slacker — a bit like this lot,” he said,
gesturing to all of the students
gathered around him sunbathing.

Of course, Lancaster controver-
sially closed its music department
in the 2012-13 academic year. How
does May feel about the fact he
has a degree from a department
which no longer exists? “Well I
find it quite sad,” he said, although
added that he believes there is
still scope for the music degree
scheme to rise from the ashes. “I

=T

notice that the Music Rooms are
still called “The Music Rooms”
— I know that they have concerts
in there now, but that still bodes
quite well for it [the music depart-
ment] coming back, which would
be quite nice I think.”

It's at this point that we turn to
May’s own current situation and
future. He left the BBC show Top
Gear around a month ago after the
sacking of fellow presenter Jeremy
Clarkson following a fracas be-
tween Clarkson and a producer of
the show. While he “can’t tell you
anything” about Clarkson or the
fate of Top Gear, May is currently
“unemployed. Unemployed by the
BBC.” During his time since leav-
ing Top Gear, he has been busying
himself by making a series of vid-
eos on his new YouTube channel,
JM’s Unemployment Tube. The
first of the videos posted on the
channel was a minute-long ren-
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dition of Greensleaves on his re-
corder. “It’s poor isn't it?” May says
of his performance of the famous
tune. “That’s what a degree led
to — 'm able to play Greensleeves
on the recorder. I was a very poor
student.”

May said that he will not only be
working on more YouTube videos
— one concerning the making of
poached eggs on toast, another on
how to mend old toy trains — but
could potentially be returning to
the BBC to make a documentary.
“I am working on an idea for a
documentary for the BBC, which
they haven't formally commis-
sioned yet but I think they’re going
to,” he told SCAN. “In the very im-
mediate future I'm going to do two
more YouTube films: one about
poached eggs on toast, which has
been popularly requested; and
the other one that people have re-
quested is ‘how to mend your old
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toy trains.’ I put that last one in
as a joke, but a lot of people were
very keen so I'm going to have to
do it, I suppose.”
May’s endearingly amateurish
approach to his YouTube chan-
nel can be traced back to when
he was a student at Lancaster, al-
though he was emphatically not a
member of Bailrigg FM, contrary
to the claim made by the student
radio station’s Wikipedia page.
Instead, May worked on the Pen-
dle College newspaper (“we had
to do it with a typewriter, take real
photographs and then glue them
on”) which he believes may have
helped establish his future career.
Or not. “I really liked doing it, and
maybe it was portentous in some
way,” May told SCAN as our inter-
view in the sun drew to a close. “Or
maybe [ was just trying to get out
of doing my proper work.”
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EDITORIAL

The election is here

The general election is finally here (at times it felt like
it would never arrive and we would all be in a daze of
anticipation and fatigue forever) so be sure to make it
count.In Lent Term SCAN reported thatonly 22 Lancaster
students living on campus had registered to vote — the
potential disenfranchisement of Lancaster students
as a result could have had an extremely poor effect on
our representation in a future Parliament. Thankfully,
however, the figure has increased exponentially, and that
is no doubt much to do with the superlative 333 campaign
run by LUSU over the past term. From the clever name
and marketing (333 refers to the size of the majority won
by the incumbent Lancaster and Fleetwood MP at the
2010 general election) to the use of an iconic red double
decker bus, LUSU’s campaign has proved extremely
effective in putting voter registration on the agenda. This
is shown in the hundreds of students who have since
registered to vote, and will hopefully as a result vote
in the general election in a few days’ time. Indeed, it is
important to remember that registering to vote is only
one half of the story — without actually turning out to vote
it is all pointless. However you cast your vote, whether
you're a party loyalist or a floating voter; whether you're
a politics addict or you couldn’t care less, vote. It could
matter more than you think.

Roses

As you may be aware, Roses took place during the
weekend of Week 1. It is tempting, as it is after any defeat
to York, to question what went wrong. In particular, if
— as common knowledge suggests — the University and
LUSU put an extraordinary amount of money into trying
to secure a Lancaster victory, it is interesting to muse how
that money was actually spent and why it did not have
its intended result. However, in the immediate aftermath
it is far more important to congratulate all Lancaster
students who competed for putting up such an excellent
fight on away turf. In addition, I would like to say well
done to all of the student media who covered the event,
particularly to the SCAN team who handled Roses Live
throughout the weekend and wrote the match reports in
this very issue.

JACK PERRY EDITOR
¥y @JACKPERRY01

The rise of OAPs:
old age pregnancies

SOPHIE BARBER
DEPUTY COMMENT EDITOR

Annegret Raunigk, a 65 year old
mother from Germany, is expect-
ing quadruplets. With the help
of IVF, she has managed to con-
ceive multiple babies. Her young-
est daughter is now ten years old,
and the new babies will bring the
number of her children up to sev-
enteen. Yes, that’s right; seventeen.
This story seems to have caused
quite a stir in the media and ques-
tions have been raised about the
ethics of an older woman being
allowed to conceive with medical

help.

First of all, there are medical risks.
As women get older, they face in-
creased risks when pregnant. High
blood pressure and gestational
diabetes are two of the biggest
problems, which can cause com-
plications as the pregnancy pro-
gresses. Raunigk has an even high-
er chance of suffering from these
health risks because she is carry-
ing quadruplets. Many mothers
who are expecting more than one
baby cannot hope to give birth
naturally, and so must undergo
a caesarean section. In younger
women this can be a strain; for
an older woman it may take her
much longer to recover.

With seventeen children to take
care of, this is definitely going to
be a problem for Raunigk. The
complications don't stop after
birth; looking after a newborn is
tiring work with lots of late nights
and stress. As a baby grows, they
get more and more energy. And
although lots of older people are
fit and healthy, they just don’'t have
the energy of a new 25 year old
mother.

That’s not to say that older women
shouldn’t have babies, but the wel-
fare of the child needs to be con-
sidered before fertility treatments
are used. Raunigk will be 8o by
the time her newest children are
in their teens. And although many
people can expect to live longer
with the advances in modern med-
icine, it is inevitable that a mother
of this age can’t reasonably expect

to live long enough to see her chil-
dren reach their mid twenties. Is it
really fair to introduce a child into
the world knowing that you might
not be around for important land-
marks in their life?

In this country, IVF is a tricky sub-
ject when it comes to older mums.
Dr Sue Avery, a fertility expert at
Birmingham Women’s Fertility
Centre, said that there are no laws
which make an age restriction ex-
plicit; it’s something which indi-
vidual clinics must decide upon.
The welfare of the child is one of
the most important factors, along
with the health of the mother. If
an older woman is fit and healthy,
most doctors will see no reason to
deny them treatment.

However, some people think that
there should be an age limit. It
could be argued that older wom-
en should not have children sim-
ply because they can’t provide the
same lifestyle younger mums can.
Like I pointed out before, Raun-
igk’s children will be teenagers
with a mother who is in her eight-
ies. Going out shopping, playing
in the park and school runs can
become more of a strain with age.
This could very easily be too much
for someone who is older.

Gabi Menashe

But having children is a universal
right; one of the world’s oldest re-
corded mothers was a 70 year old
from India. Some people would
argue that denying fertility treat-
ment to women who want to have
children because of their age goes
against a basic human right. If the
woman is healthy and fit, should
there really be a problem? And
since many women are choosing
to have children at a later age be-
cause of career aspirations, IVF
can sometimes be the only option.
After the age of 35, a woman’s fer-
tility decreases pretty rapidly and
can make it a lot harder to have a

baby.

In the end, both the doctors and
prospective parents should weigh
up the pros and cons of having a
child at an older age. Older wom-
en may face certain problems that
younger mums won’t, but with
such great advances in modern
medicine, a lot of these hurdles
can be overcome. As long as the
child being brought into the world
is given the best possible lifestyle,
the question of age should be seen
as a little irrelevant. As for Anne-
gret Raunigk, let’s hope she has
enough energy to take care of sev-
enteen children!
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UCAS and the 1%: the money gap

Comment Editor Daniel Snape discusses inequality amongst students in gaining access to university education.

DANIEL SNAPE COMMENT EDITOR
¥ @DTCSNAPE

Not long ago I had a nightmare.
I dreamt that someone had de-
stroyed the digital record of my
A-level results and I was heading
home for a year of retakes, before
starting the search for university
places again from scratch. I wasn’t
pleased, but I was surprisingly
nonchalant about the whole situ-
ation because I had lots of tinned
food with me. It made perfect
sense at the time — as all the best
dreams do — but when I woke up
it reminded me of the unmitigated
panic that was the UCAS applica-
tion. Today, university is just a fact
of life, or even a chore, but a few
years ago it was a gut-wrenching
uncertainty for most of us.

For some of us, however, the wait
no doubt felt shorter. I'm talking
about the rich. Economic inequal-
ity in the developed world has
become the British left-wingers’
pet hate, after climate change and
fiscal austerity. If the disparity is
growing, and if a rich family in one
generation inevitably becomes an
obscenely rich family in the next
generation, then the higher edu-
cation system surely isn’t helping.

Nowhere is this more obvious than
America, the epitome of Western
inequality. Of those students con-
sidering an Ivy League education,
the lucky few can now fork out
$14,000 (the equivalent of a year’s
tuition at Lancaster) for a four-day
preparation course from “Ameri-
ca’s premier college consultants”.
While it’s a mere drop in the States’
$1.3 trillion ocean of student debt,
and perfectly ethical in a liberal
democratic sense, it still infuriates
me that these gilded fools might
get a leg up over smarter, humbler
applicants. Add to this the fact that
some Ivy League members con-
tinue to penalise young hopefuls
whose parents aren’t alumni of the
university. And once the rejections
are in the post, these universities
spend the remainder of the year
agonising over their social diversi-
ty figures!

Here in the UK, the situation isn’t
much healthier. As anybody who
has considered going for Oxbridge
knows, a vast and parasitic indus-
try has grown up around the an-
cient colleges, promising students
a much easier time on the UCAS
Tracker in return for a modestslice
of their parents’ personal fortunes.

They have everything from sum-
mer courses and mock interviews
to men in waistcoats wandering
the two cities at peak season and
pretending to be lecturers (one of
whom, posing as an Economics
tutor, managed to get some of my
contact details).

But as ever, rich bastards aren’t the
only culprits. Earlier this month,
UCAS was found to have breached
the Data Protection Act by packag-
ing adverts for O2 and Vodafone
as important university-related in-
formation for its subscribers. This
trusted institution was, like the
shady man with my contact de-
tails, trying to make money out of
the desperation of young people.

As the record for the number of
students entering UK universi-
ties is broken year on year, the
temptation of wealthy parents,
unscrupulous educationalists,
and even UCAS itself to cheat the
system like this can only increase.
What surprises me most of all is
the complete silence around this
problem as far as schools, appli-
cants, and parents are concerned.
Granted, it’s a moral question that
only plagues the average Brit once
or twice for about four months,
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but it shapes the sociological land-
scape of the world for an entire
lifetime.

The sorts of people who like to
tally up the concentration of half
the planet’s wealth and put it on
posters have shown remarkable
disinterest towards the practical,
educational advantages of “the
1%” — a slogan I hesitate to use
with the loathing of some self-
styled activists when an income of
£23,000 can put anyone comforta-
bly inside that bracket.

If you haven’t noticed by now, I
am in two minds about the actual
answer to this fundamental ques-
tion. As a LUMS student with an
intense suspicion of the word “net-
working”, and as a public school
boy in the lowest household in-
come bracket, I do understand
the place of money in the earliest
stages of the university system,
but I don’t like it. For now, I think
I'll wait and see how the problem
plays out in the course of global
politics. I could be some time.

Are we too blasé about

BRYONY SEAGER COMMENT EDITOR
¥ @BEINGBRYONY

We need to get one thing straight
from the very beginning: sexual
health is not just a woman’s issue.
Several articles I've read recently
concerning the rising number of
STIs amongst young people seem
to focus mainly on the female
half of the population. I'm look-
ing at you Flora Carr, Guardian
writer, who asks: “Why are young
women playing Russian Roulette
with their sexual health?” In her
defence, the article is centred
on the idea that the pill can give
women more sexual freedom,
but the question above doesn’t
make it clear that sexual health
is something everyone should be
concerned about, not just young
women on the pill.

Statistics given out by the NHS

paint a bleak picture. They state
that young people aged 16—24 ac-
counted for more than 60% of
chlamydia cases in 2011, and more
than 40% for herpes. Clearly this
is a serious problem, and it seems
that an attitude of “well, it won’t
happen to me” is permeating a lot
of campuses across the country.
The problem is that it could, and
you might not even know about it.
Lots of these STIs don't carry ob-
vious symptoms, but can lead to
serious health problems later in
life. So — as you've been told ever
since you were old enough to hear
about the birds and the bees — if
you do have sex without protec-
tion, go and get yourself checked.
And that’s the infomercial part of
this article over.

The reasons why we should use
condoms are fairly obvious, espe-
cially when looking at the statis-

tics above. Even scarier, over 3,000
people were diagnosed as HIV
positive in 2013. Sexual health is
not a joke and should not be treat-
ed as something that can be taken
lightly. Okay, so it might be a little
difficult to take it seriously when
most of your memories of being
taught about condoms involved
your teacher rolling one onto a
banana.

There’s a persistent rumour that
condoms spoil the moment and
therefore they shouldn’t be used.
You know what does spoil the
moment? Getting the clap. Noth-
ing kills the mood like an STI.
If the two of you are so sure that
condoms do ruin the moment, do
something else until you've gotten
yourselves checked out. Then you
can have all the condom-free sex
you like. But for one night stands
and casual encounters, unless

sexual health?

your partner produces a certificate
to say they’re STI free before you
head to the bedroom (that would
be weird), using a condom is a
no-brainer.

Of course we all know that it’s not
just STIs that condoms protect
against; clearly they also prevent
unwanted pregnancy. Most people
who wouldn’t think about using a
condom are probably on the pill
(again coming back to the falla-
cy that this is woman’s issue), but
even the pill isn’t 100% effective. If
youre taking other medications,
such as certain antibiotics, it can
reduce the effectiveness of your
contraception. If you haven’t taken
it on time, which is probably go-
ing to happen if youre on a boozy
night out with friends, or you've
been sick (tactical chunder, any-
one?), then it’s effectiveness is seri-
ously limited, if not compromised

altogether.

There’s no need to be paranoid
aboutall this, butbeing emotional-
ly mature enough to have sex there
also comes the added responsibil-
ity of being mature enough to care
for your health. After the million
or so adverts about it, you would
be stupid to not wear a seatbelt in
a car because “oh, it won’t happen
to me”. So when considering your
sexual health you should have the
same approach. This goes for men
as well as women; just because
youre not responsible for taking
a contraceptive doesn’t mean you
can forget about the whole thing.
It takes two to make a baby. In the
end, being sensible when it comes
to your sex life might sound bor-
ing to begin with, but it’s a lot
more fun in the long run.
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Why we should

ditch Grad Ball
(unless Lemar’s

involved)

W JAEGERBOMB

with students describing it as “a
party for rich kids” and “the worst
thing to happen since they found
out about Ralph.” It's probably
the most active I've seen the
student community for a while,
which pisses me off as much as it
entertains me. I'm not supporting
LUSU (for once).

It is an expensive event, and the
Union needs to ask whether it’s
been gathering feedback from
the right people, i.e. those who
have gone in the past. There are
a couple thousand students who,
for whatever reason, fail to attend
the Ball year on year, and I bet
that price plays an important role
in their decision — but as with
everything, the Union relies on
those with the loudest voices to
dictate their plans. Bigger acts
and better locations are the main
goals this year, and obviously that
can’t be achieved without higher
ticket prices (unless the Union
starts firing staff or the University
does something unforgivable and
increases the block grant). It’s no
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Lemar headlining and the Marties
supporting. £2.50 doubles, “If
There’s any Justice in the World”,
and a raging saxophone sounds
like a winning combination to me.

So the answer? Well, you could
start actually campaigning. A few
years ago, students just vented
on Facebook and the Ball was
eventually held in Sugarhouse and
Elements with a huge marquee in
between. They got one member
from East 17 and an Abba tribute
band and, as a result, it was a lot
cheaper. But it was also really
shit. I know, I know, students have
started campaigning, creating
alternative events, and that’s great
ifthey actually amount to anything
— but in my opinion, Extravs are
the answer if you can’t afford Grad
Ball. There are three of them and
you get to dress up as a dinosaur
(big up Pendle). Theyre cheap,
cheerful, and completely student-
led. You won’t get Lemar (you do
have to pay for quality), but you’ll
get some cracking student bands
in the campus bars you've grown
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w H AT D 0 E s TH E FOX S AY, Apparently people are upsetabout  surprise, but I'd be mighty happyif to love.
m  the price of this year’s Grad Ball, it was just held in the Bobbin with

with SCAN’s columnist, Tom Fox

Is it right that some students who
won't get to attend the Ball, then?
Probably not, but we don’t live in
an ideal world. The University
increases rent every year while
Stagecoach increases bus prices,
the Loans Company verges on
collapse, and some students rely
on food banks to feed themselves
every day. The Union, its officers,
and all you bloody students
should focus your time on
complaining to people about that
instead of whining about your
individualistic right to dress up,
get drunk, and watch someone
famous sing. At the end of the
day, it’s a privilege. I'd be happy if
LUSU sacked off the whole thing
and used the £50,000 to support
an event or campaign that actively
helped those in need. But alas, that
won’t happen. People will go to
the circus, they’ll tweet their utter
enjoyment, and then in a year’s
time, people will complain all over
again but do nothing to actually
change the situation. Were a
cyclical bunch, us students.
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Vaccinations are a must for children

PATRICK WILSON
¥ @PADDYWILSON

I quite liked vaccinations when
we got them in school. You were
allowed to leave a lesson, have a
sit down, maybe a cup of orange
juice if you made yourself look a
little queasy. Not that I knew any-
thing about them, really —just that
it stopped me from getting ill and
the whole process took minutes.
So I'm not against it.

Neither is the Australian gov-
ernment, which this month an-
nounced a ‘no jab, no pay poli-
cy’. It stipulates that if you don’t
vaccinate your children, unless
for extreme medical or religious
circumstances (a discussion in it-
self), you won't get your welfare.
A smart, scientific policy, or a way
to cut government spending? But
first things first. This policy is the
direct result of a growing trend
of parents rejecting vaccinations
worldwide. “Who on earth is ob-
jecting to vaccinations,” you ask,
“and why?” To find out, let’s play

Ask a Libertarian.

Hello, Mr Libertarian. Can you
define “libertarian” for us? “Of
course. A libertarian is someone
who strives for liberty; thats the
primary aim. I want to maxim-
ise individual freedom of choice.
Therefore I'd generally like a
smaller state; a laissez-faire gov-
ernment on my Christmas list. I
believe in sovereignty of the in-
dividual. Fundamentally, I don't
want anything forced upon me.
Not even vaccinations.”

But vaccinations prevent diseas-
es. Why wouldn’t you want you or
your kids to be vaccinated? “Well
there’s evidence suggesting vac-
cinations can in fact be harmful,
leading to autism -” You mean
the 1998 Wakefield paper which
manipulated evidence, was wide-
ly discredited, fully retracted and
clashes with every other doctor,
scientist and piece medical ev-
idence, like, ever? “Er, well, the
choice is mine. It may be good, it
may be bad -” It’s not bad. “But I

want the freedom to choose. The
government should not be able to
force me or my children to do an-
ything.” Thank you, Mr Libertari-
an. The End.

Of course, most of those who re-
ject vaccines wouldn’t identify as
a libertarian, it being such a broad
philosophical and political ideol-
ogy. However, there’s a clear liber-
tarian streak in our society today:
the idea that my life is my own
and mine only. My body is mine
and no one can tell me what I can
or can't do with it. And that’s only
right.

The trouble is when this idea be-
gins to harm others. Jump back to
2013, Swansea, where there was a
measles outbreak. The Measles,
Mumps and Rubella (MMR) vac-
cine that most of us receive as
children, was rejected by parents
thanks to the fear that that the
Wakefield paper stoked up, lead-
ing to 1,455 measles cases in Wales
at a cost of £470,000 in treatment
and control, and one death: Ga-

reth Colfer-Williams, who died
from pneumonia brought on by
the measles. To be sure, there are
some extremely rare adverse re-
actions to the vaccine, but they’re
usually just rashes or malaise.
Some people have the same with
strawberries.

And, though delicious, they don’t
stop you from contracting possi-
bly fatal diseases. So it’s all well
and good if you feel that you really
must reject a vaccine, but it can af-
fect other people, like the children
too young to get those shots, for
example.

But back to Australia and the
somewhat brave policy the gov-
ernment has established. Ostensi-
bly it’s a good, scientifically driven
policy, but it’s a shame that the
policy is needed. A cynical attempt
at cutting government spending?
I don’t buy it. I don’t believe that
they’re prioritising less spending

over healthy kids.

Agree with years of research from

European Commission

the medical and scientific commu-
nity, spend a blink of an eye vac-
cinating your kids, and get your
welfare. No fuss. On the other
hand, regardless of the evidenced
success of vaccines, it is an attempt
to limit freedom of choice. I'm in-
stinctively hostile to anything that
does so.

This policy, however, I'd accept.
Why? Because of “freedom to”
versus “freedom from”. In this
case the freedom from contracting
certain diseases and being barred
from welfare, outweighs the free-
dom to not inoculate your kids.
And hey, you can still choose not
to do it. It’s just a stupid choice.
You know why the “You're a True
9os Kid if You Remember These”
lists don’t feature “that time when
you and your friends contracted
measles/polio lol”? Because you
got vaccinated.

So, while I defend your right to
choose, I reserve the right to tell
you that not vaccinating is a dan-
gerous and stupid choice.
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Published as a student: can it happen?
Chapter One

10 \}lorl L\(mlu bt/ Simon @ /LUHLS

RORY MELLON

Hidden deep within the unorgan-
ised mess that is the documents
section of my laptop is a folder
marked ‘Novel Odds and Ends’.
Contained within it is a collection
of half-baked and half written ide-
as, from single paragraph outlines
to more substantial first drafts of
short stories. There’s even a cou-
ple of chapters of a potential novel
that I'm particularly fond of.

The folder is a silent reminder
that my goal of writing a full nov-
el is constantly being delayed by a
mountain of university work and
drunken nights in Sugarhouse.
There are undoubtedly thousands
of inspiring writers throughout
campus, all hoping to one day see
their name on the cover of a fresh-
ly printed book. One man who has
already achieved this landmark in
any writer’s career is our Arts and
Ents editor Simon James, whose
collection of short stories entitled
Chapter One was published in ear-
ly 2013. He has escaped featuring
in an article until now.

“I'm lucky as I do Creative Writing
so [ am writing most days anyway.

I wouldn’t have time if I studied
something else, which was one
of the main reasons I chose to do
this subject as I'd hate to stop writ-
ing” was Simon’s response when I
asked him how he finds times to
“However, a lot of my bet-
ter stuff has been written in the
holidays, and/or in long sessions
until 7 in the morning. With both
of these you become detached
from everything else and get real-
ly sucked into what youre doing I
guess.”

write.

Chapter One is comprised of ten
short stories, ranging from ‘Bub-
bles’ which revolves around a
certain Canadian jazz singer
being kidnapped, to ‘Die Entar-
tung’, a wonderfully strange tale
about Adolf Hiter’s brain being
transferred into a monkey’s body.
I asked Simon of the ten stories
which was the hardest to write.
“I'd say Die Entartung. The very
nature of writing a story about Hit-
ler as a monkey is pretty ludicrous,
but I didn’t want it to feel farcical.
There’s also the whole issue with
making Hitler a protagonist — I
didn’t want to alienate the reader
by presenting him as likeable, but
I still wanted to make them care
about what happened to him.”

There were plenty of stories in the
book that left me wanting more,
but when I approached the topic
of expanding some of them per-
haps into full length novels, Si-
mon replied “that ship seems to
have sailed really; as much as I'm
proud of these stories, I'm more
excited about new stuff now.”

I was surprised to learn that a lot
of the time spent on the book was
in the actual publishing itself.
“The whole publishing side of it
took longer than you'd think, so
I'm glad I got it done in first year.”
I was interested in learning more
about how Simon distributed the
book: “I made a biiig Facebook
event when it was launched and
got people to click ‘attending’ if
they wanted one.

“ThenIdid one big trip around my
town, dropping them off and col-
lecting money. The original print
run was mainly people I knew, but
they were the ones that really mat-
tered as I wanted them to see what

I'd done. In terms of other distrib-
utors, it was hard, because a lot of
the time I had to have the books
printed already before I could sell
them and make my money back.
Amazon are a bit different; they
get it straight from the publisher.”

I asked about the infamous writ-
er’s block, which I know is some-
thing that halts even the most
prolific writers in their tracks: “I've
never suffered with it. Obviously
there’s some days when you're not
in the mood, particularly when
youre thinking about other stuff.
But in terms of not actually know-
ing what to write, I've never had
that problem.”

That answer surprised me and I
wanted to know more about how
Simon manages to avoid such a
plaguing issue. “I think part of
that is because I plan my stories
a lot in advance. But in my opin-
ion if youre not enthused enough
about something to know what
you want to write, then you proba-
bly shouldn’t be writing it.”

It's a cliché question to ask but I
felt it necessary to inquire if Si-
mon had any advice for aspiring
writers: “write something that ex-

cites you and you're desperate to
get down. If it’s not something you
would want to read then you can
assume no one else will either.”

Future projects was the last topic
we covered. “I've recently had a go
at writing and directing my first ra-
dio play. It’s called ‘Here For You’,
and it’s a 25 minute student drama.
It'll be on Bailrigg FM at 8pm on
Thursday, week 4, and available
for download on my Facebook
page [fb.com/SimonJamesBooks]
shortly after.”

Paul Muldoon (reading)

Kevin Bridges: A Work in Progress

P

Lancashire Youth Dance Festival 2015

Henning Wehn: Ems, Zwei, DIY

Join Professor Paul Muldoon for a reading of
his new collection of poems One Thousand
Things Worth Knowing. It is another wild, ex-
pansive collection from the eternally surprising
writer, 2003 winner and poetry editor at the
New Yorker. There will be a buffet from 5pm,
Paul’s reading will be held in the Nuffield The-
atre from 6pm and a wine reception and book
signing will conclude the evening. This event is
hosted by the Department of English and Crea-
tive Writing, Lancaster University.

The Nuffield Theatre - Wednesday, Week 3

Kevin Bridges returns to the road trying out
brand new material prior to embarking on his
biggest tour to date. The last twelve months
have been incredibly busy for Kevin with him
hosting three shows for BBC1 including his crit-
ically acclaimed documentaries Kevin Bridges
- What’s The Story and stand up shows on the
Commonwealth Games and the Scottish Ref-
erendum. This exclusive preparation gig may
involve Kevin using notes... but you can bet if
he does he’ll be making fun of himself too.

The Grand - Monday, Week 4

Ludus Dance and the Dukes present the 7th
annual Lancashire Youth Dance Festival. Two
nights of dynamic and exciting dance from
some of the most talented young artists across
the county and beyond. From contemporary
and physical theatre to break dance and hip
hop, don’t miss this flagship celebration of
young talent and creativity. And if you're in a
dance group aged 11-21, get in touch to per-
form in a professional venue and partake in
high quality workshops!

The Dukes - Friday/Saturday, Week 4

You will recognise Henning from 8 out of 10
Cats and Have | Got News For You. After more
than a decade in Britain, the German Comedy
Ambassador has ‘groan’ to like puns... though
he still couldn’t eat a whole one. As Henning'’s
assimilation is not yet complete he hasn’t lost
his sense of Westphalian wonderment at the
foibles of British society. Expect a crash course
in personal accountability and have a right old
laugh at the same time! Wunderbar.

The Dukes - Sunday, Week4.
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Five acts that would suit Grad Ball better than Sigma

JAMES HYDE
¥ @JAMESHYDETWEETS

As far as I have experienced, the
news that Sigma are headlining
Grad Ball 2015 has been greeted
with the sort of vaguely-despond-
ent apathy usually reserved for
when Alan Shearer starts talking
on Match of the Day. I have to con-
fess, being chronically late to the
party on the tunes of today, that I
had never heard of Sigma when
the news dropped.

However, having done my re-
search, I've realised that I am
vaguely familiar with a couple of
their songs, which are apparently
part of the select group of about
20 songs that get played in Sugar-
house every night on a seemingly
perpetual loop.

I suppose that if you're a fan of ge-
neric, fairly banal ‘bangers’ then
Sigma are a perfectly acceptable
booking for Grad Ball, but if your
taste is slightly different (dare I
say discerning), you may be un-

inspired. I of course realise that
drum and bass is perfect for night-
clubs, and I'm incredibly partial
to a bit of last year’s headliners
Chase and Status when the moods
strikes, but I was hoping against
hope that LUSU would be a bit
more imaginative for a Grad Ball.

Give the people something sur-
prising, not something they hear
every Wednesday, Friday, and
Saturday like clockwork. I'm not
even going to moan about the fact
that students are paying £50, plus
extras, on seeing a headlining act
that charge £13 on their current
tour - I don’t know the financial re-
strictions or logistical challenges
that accompany such an event, so
I can’t comment. All I know is that
I won't be attending Grad Ball this
year. If LUSU had pulled some-
thing magical out of their musi-
cal hat, I would have considered
taking out the other student loan
required to afford the ticket. As it
was, I think I'll make do with the
debt I have already accumulated.

Anyway, because I can and it’s
an excuse to dream, here are five
acts that may have been a bit less
yawn-inducing. I'm suggesting

bookings on the basis that we’d all
rather see a set from more estab-
lished acts that may have become
slightly less relevant, than an up-

and-coming drum and bass duo
who we’ll all have forgotten about
in a couple of years. Maybe I'm
wrong.

1) The Vengaboys

Sure, it’s a bit kitsch, but if Dutch
pop wont get people on the
dancefloor, what will? Vengaboys
are available for prices that could
comfortably be achievable for
LUSU, which for a group that sold
25 million records worldwide, is
very reasonable. They have pre-
vious experience over the past
few years playing student unions
and comparably smaller venues,
so why not? ‘Boom, Boom,Boom,
Boom’ (the Bohemian Rhapsody
of the Europop world, so I'm told)
would surely be worth the ticket
price alone, but with a host of an-
other classic nineties hits such as
‘We Like To Party’ and “We're go-
ing to Ibiza”, they’ve got the quan-
tity as well as the quality. I'd love it,
I really would.

2) Razorlight

Razorlight, five years ago, were a
massive name, but they haven't
released an album since 2008, and
have recently been mainly play-
ing small-scale festivals and inti-
mate gigs. Their set list (America’,
‘Somewhere Else’, ‘Before I Fall
to Pieces’ etc) would obviously be
massively impressive, and they are
renowned for their stage presence
and showmanship. Obviously, a
band who have sub-headlined V
Festival and played at Live 8 have
pedigree above and beyond play-
ing a university ball, and it would
be ambitious to approach them,
but given their lower-key status
this decade, you never know.

3) The Feeling

Fairly similarly to Razorlight, The
Feeling were successful new kids
on the block who fizzled out a wee
bit. Having been the most-played
act on UK radio in 2006, the Sus-
sex outfit have been notably less
successful since 2008s number
one album, Join With Us. With only
sporadic festival appearances and
fairly small-scale gigs in the past
few years, maybe Lancaster Grad
Ball could be tempting for a band
who are known for their bouncy
live shows and feel-good riffs.
They usually throw in a couple of
fun covers as well, so they would
be an exciting booking. They may
be lacking the ‘cool’ factor that ap-
parently all students desire, but I'd
be more than happy to see them.

4) Mika

Another slightly less
name, but as with the prior acts
I've mentioned, Mika is renowned
for his energetic live shows. He
rarely plays festivals and isn’t an
excessive tourer, but has been a
judge on talent shows in the past
few years, so is still very much in
the public eye in Europe. His rates
probably wouldn’t be extortionate,
he’s got a bunch of emotive ballads
that can reduce a grown person
to tears, and who wouldn’t want
to see ‘Grace Kelly’ belted out at
Blackpool Tower?!

relevant

5) Seasick Steve

Okay, having a 73 year-old Blues
artist would be a pendulum-swing
away from Sigma, but that’s not a
bad thing. Seasick Steve is an in-
cessant performer at festivals both
great and small, and his easy cha-
risma, and blend of smooth melo-
dies and harder guitar riffs, should
have something for everything.
He’s an incredibly adept live per-
former, and his lack of commerci-
ality means that he would proba-
bly be an achievable booking. Oh,
and he happens to be in the UK on
Grad Ball week...

A~

Of course, maybe I'm being unfair
and out of touch. Maybe I really
do want Sigma to play, so we can
live vicariously through their lyr-
ics: ‘This ain’t real, this ain’t cool.
This ain’t what I signed up to. This
ain’t right, it’s no good.’
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JAMIE MILLS
¥ @JHRM94

When [ was kid, every time we went to the
cinema my Dad would ask me to give a rat-
ing. I would invariably give it a 9 or a 10,
something which he found both pointless
and hilarious. But 7 year old me was right;
all films are good. There are some better
than others obviously, but there isn’t a bad
film. Ultimately all films serve a different
purpose. Some are to entertain, some to
make us laugh, and some to make us think.
You can't define a film by what you expect
from them. This strain of thought is a reac-
tion against the comments posted (usually
by pretentious fucks who spent their whole
time angry at the existence of art they don’t
like) saying things like “contrived stream of
drivel coming from Hollywood, one grows
weary of the shallow dreck” and “this film
was unwatchable”. How can a film be un-
watchable? Did one of the main characters
come to life and attempt to gouge out your
eyes?

No. They didn’t. I have sat through films that
I dreaded watching. Films I felt were be-
neath me, and were “vapid drivel”. But you
know what, I enjoyed them. Because believe
it or not, the films involved a talented cast
and crew all devoted to creating something
worthwhile, combined with a fair chunk of
investment. All films have a heart and soul
and at the very least contain something re-
deeming; The Room is engrossing and funny,
The Transformers is visually incredible, and
Man of Steel had a talented cast. Ultimately
it's much better to enjoy things in life than
hate them. So stop with your pretentious
bullshit, buy some popcorn and sit down
and watch Fast & Furious.

(e

7

M

The last few weeks in film news have fo-
cused more on the trailers than the films
themselves. The trailer for Star Wars: The
Force Awakens had Matthew McConaughey
in tears, we got a first look at the Batman Vs.
Superman film, and students across Lancas-
ter were stunned by the teaser trailer for the
upcoming LUFP project: Nerve Endings. The
trailer shows the films protagonist, James,
dealing with the loss of his girlfriend. If
you haven't seen it yet head to the LUFP
Youtube channel and check it out, as well
as their other trailers. Last term I had the
great pleasure of playing ‘Ed’ in another of
LUFP’s films, Counting Candles.

The Avengers Midnight Screening

On the note of films that are often looked
down on, [ went to see the midnight screen-
ing of The Avengers: Age of Ultron on Wednes-
day night. I'll leave the review to Rory (p.
21) because I'd just start gushing and any
review [ wrote would sound like Joss Whe-
don wrote it himself. But I will say this: see
it. For the love of God see it. However, it was
amazing to see the number of people who
couldn’t bear to wait another 12 hours to see
the film. The queue was virtually out the
door by the time I arrived; and this wasn’t
your usual group of cosplaying super nerds;
these were cool people with actual lives and
hobbies and athletic ability. There were
rumours that some people in the audience
had even had sex!

Dukes Review

Last term I went to see RSC Live: Love’s La-
bours Won at The Dukes, a theatre on screen
production which promised to be fascinat-
ing. Love’s Labour’s Lost and Love’s Labours
Won (also known as Much Ado About Nothing)

" Love’s Labour’s Lost, RSC

are two of Shakespeare’s most iconic come-
dies, brought together under the vision of
Christopher Luscombe (The Rocky Horror
Show, Spamalot). The production celebrated
the 100th anniversary of the 1st World War,
the production began with Love’s Labours
Lost set in the summer of 1914 just following
the outbreak of the war and was concluded
with Love Labour’s Won set in the world-wea-
ry period at end of the war in 1918.

24N
Much Ado About Nothing, RSC

The result is hilarious, echoing the tone of
modern period dramas such as Downton Ab-
bey. It’s a stellar cast, with David Horovitch
(Holofernes) and Nick Haverson (Costard)
delivering incredible performances and in
turn some of the funniest moments. The
genius of the production, however, lies not
just in the classic lines, but in the contrast
between the two plays and the slow shift
from hilarious wit to earnest emotion. Once
again the transformation from theatre to
stage works beautifully and is fast becom-
ing one of my favourite cinema experiences.

WHAT'S ON

SELMA

One of the most critically acclaimed films
of the past twelve months, Selma is an
incredible movie documenting the life and
work of Martin Luther King.

WHEN: Monday ,Week 3

WHERE: Take 2 Cinema

BOY - SHORT FILM

Multiple award winning short film available
to watch free on YouTube.
WHERE: YouTube

AVENGERS: AGE OF ULTRON

The latest showing from the MCU. It is
worth not eating for a week to afford a ticket.
WHEN: Out now

WHERE: Vue and Reel Cinema
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BLADE RUNNER: THE FINAL CUT

Harrison Ford stars in one of the most in-
fluential dystopian films of all time. This is
director Ridley Scott’s definitive cut of the
film.

WHEN: Friday, Week 2 - Thursday, Week 3
WHERE: The Dukes

BIG HERQ SIX

This year’s Oscar winner for Best Animated
Feature and totally deserving.

WHEN: Saturday/Sunday, Week 3

WHERE: Take 2 Cinema

NT LIVE: MAN AND SUPERMAN

Ralph Fiennes plays Jack Tanner in this ex-
hilarating reinvention of George Bernard
Shaw’s witty, provocative classic.

WHEN: Thursday, Week 7, 7pm

WHERE: The Dukes
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An interview with David Dunwell

CHRIS BICKLEY
W @CHRISBICKLEY1

“It’s finally good to leave my broth-
er at home, it gives me chance to
sing the songs I wrote,” David
Dunwell - guitarist, co-vocalist
and lyricist of The Dunwells — on
performing an intimate acous-
tic session at County Bar for the
first Live At The Oak of Term 3.
Intimate because the numbers
peaked at 13, but it didn’t faze the
Yorkshire lad. “I just love to sing,
I think I've got a great voice” he
says modestly. Ironically this ame-
liorates his brother Joe’s claim to
being the lead singer of The Dun-
wells. Much of the audience didn’t
realise David was a guitarist by
trade.

Supported by talented guitarist
Alex Haslam and vocalist James
Geary, the evening lived up to its
bill as a relaxed evening for the
hectic exam period approaching.
Both supports played an array
of covers and original material;
Haslam demonstrating his acous-
tic prowess with a homemade in-

strumental and Geary showing off
his vocal range with Sheeran and
Ezra present, as well as passing off
his band’s songs as his own in his
short set. However, it was David’s
set that reminded us of The Dun-
well’s energy and passion they de-
livered back in Term 2.

“Music is my life. It’s not just a job,
it literally is my life,” he explains
as he nonchalantly strums on his
guitar. Like his preceding guests,
David’s set consisted of original
material as well as the odd cover.
‘Cannonball’ by Damien Rice (his
favourite song to cover) succeeded
a Bruce Springsteen number, an
artist coincidentally on the same
agency as The Dunwells, some-
thing David sheepishly noted.

Opening with new single ‘Lucky
Ones’, David described the pro-
cess of making their new video.
“It was filmed in Manchester at a
swimming pool that’s due to be de-
molished in a few months. We had
a proper film crew and everything,
we are in it. Just a little cameo,
you might see us.” As well as new

songs off their forthcoming LP,
David also wheeled off tracks from
their currently-slender back cat-
alogue. ‘Oh Lord’, ‘So Beautiful’
and ‘Elizabeth’ from their debut
record Blind Sighted Faith all fea-
tured, with the latter requiring a
little audience participation. “Usu-
ally I'd get the crowd involved here
but we’re quite exposed so I'll let
you oft” he lied. The crowd pro-
vided the backing vocals to his
chorus - ‘Call if you want it but,
don’t make it easy’. “I'm not leav-
ing until you're all singing” joked
the guitarist.

An insight into the new album
was unveiled with ‘Animal’, ‘Light
Up My Skies” and ‘Communicate’
all showcased. ‘Communicate’ (at
the time of writing) has amassed
over 900,000 hits on Spotify, a sign
that David deserved to be playing
sold-out venues rather than mea-
gre crowds at a university bar. But
that’s the kind of guy he is, just
happy to be able to release his mu-
sic into the wild.

With the new album (as yet un-

titled) due for September, this
quiet gig provided stripped back
versions of the band’s new songs,
many of which have adopted elec-
tronic touches, as opposed to their
pure, guitar-driven, folk debut.
David described ‘Light Up My
Skies’ as the song that kept them
in the music game. “We hadn’t
heard anything from the record
label in ages, but me and Joe kept
on writing songs. We thought we
were out of it, but we sent them
this and suddenly we were back
in,” he explains. This is the only
song so far which still features
David on lead vocals. “Joe just has
this aura about him, he’ll probably
take over eventually.”

David also described the events
at Lollapalooza in 2012, when the
self-described “scruffy lads from
Leeds” found themselves in the
Hilton hotel after thunderstorm
warnings with hundreds of fans
and artists, and decided to com-
mandeer a grand piano in the
corner of the room and play an
impromptu short set. This was
picked up by the American me-

dia and gave them more publicity
than actually playing Lollapa-
looza would have, although they
managed to complete their dream
by playing the year after.

Festival appearances this year
will likely be limited to the UK,
with The Great Escape Festival
in Brighton the first announced.
“We have no others we’re allowed
to mention yet,” he unveiled when
pushed for more dates. His set cli-
maxed with a beautiful rendition
of ‘So Beautiful’, before returning
to Leeds and no doubt ending up
somewhere else in the country
to promote the band’s material
the following day. It’s difficult to
put into words how much music
is David’s life, willing to put on a
dazzling performance to 13 people
having previously been on The Jay
Leno Show only a few years previ-
ous. After the publicity American
journalists gave the group in 2012,
David jokingly asked whether
there were any present in Coun-
ty to help the band. Alas, there
were not, but hopefully a humble
SCAN reporter will do.

Strange but true:

RORY MELLON
DEPUTY ARTS & ENTS EDITOR

Nine years: that’s how long it has
been since the release of Inland
Empire, David Lynch’s last film,
and it's been nearly a century
since the silver screen was graced
with the unsettling and isolating
joys of the American director’s un-
deniably unique cinematic style.
While we’re on the subject of time
passing, this month marks the
25th anniversary of the premier of
Lynch’s cult TV series Twin Peaks.
To celebrate, The Dukes is hold-
ing a weekly screening of one of
his films, ranging from his direc-
torial debut Eraserhead to his neo-
noir mystery Blue Velvet.

“All the movies are about strange
worlds that you can’t go into un-
less you build them and film
them, that’s what’s so important
about film to me. I just like going
into strange worlds” - one of Da-
vid Lynch’s most famous quotes
which really does largely sum up

his incredible body of work. Each
of his films explores a strange
world, often ones that appear fa-
miliar but have a dark twist, from
the gritty and grimy streets of Vic-
torian London to the glitzy and
glamorous facade of Hollywood
life.

Held in high esteem by far too
many critics to name, Lynch is re-
vered for his surreal approach and
unflinching desire to remain true
to his artistic vision, regardless of
its effect on the films commercial
appeal. His humble beginnings
were in 1977 with Eraserhead a low
budget affair filmed in black and
white about a young male’s strug-
gle to cope with his deformed
baby who drove him to the edge
of insanity. It’s a truly marvelous
film, one of my personal favourites
of Lynch’s, a work of art that re-
pulses yet effortlessly manages to
suck audience members into the
industrial wasteland these charac-
ters inhabit.

celebrating David Lynch

If you're looking for an entry point
into the hazy often nightmare
filled world of David Lynch then
may 1 suggest Blue Velvet, which
is being shown at The Dukes
Wednesday, week 3. Earning him
his second nomination for Best
Director at the Academy Awards,
Blue Velvet unearths the seedy
underbelly of a supposed idyllic
American suburb. Gaining only a
small theatrical run upon its ini-
tial release over time the film has
gained a reputation most can only
dream of, being regarded as one of
the most influential and well-craft-
ed films of all time.

If, however, youre looking to
throw yourself fully into one of
the director’s strange worlds then
look no further than Mullholland
Drive, which is being screened
Wednesday, week 6. There’s good
reason as to why The Dukes have
chosen this particular film as the
climax of its David Lynch season;
it's often proclaimed as his best
work, praise I most definitely

agree with. Following a car crash
a'young woman is left with no idea
who she is and, with the help of an
aspiring actress, tries to piece to-
gether her identity. It’s a confusing
but altogether wonderful journey
through a heightened world of
casting directors and palm trees.

e Dukes are offering a rare op-
The Duk i
portunity for audience’s members,

both those unfamiliar with David
Lynch’s world and those who have
already fallen down the rabbit
hole, to experience one of the best
directors of all times work on the

big screen. You'd be crazy to miss
it.

Visit The Dukes’ website for the full
chedule of films being shown.
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Review: West Side Story

JAMIE MILLS

¥ @JHRM94

Before the opening night of West
Side Story you could feel the ex-
citement in the air as the audience
waited to enter the theatre. West
Side Story is a very well known
musical and over the past decades
its been performed by some of
the finest names in theatre. Could
The Lancaster University Theatre
Group (LUTG), working in collab-
oration with The Lancaster Uni-
versity Dance Society (LUDanS)
and The University of Lancaster
Music Society (ULMS), live up to
the legacy?

Of course they could. It was cool,
it was sassy, and strode the line
between cheesy and sincere per-
fectly; resisting the urge to be-
come parodies of the characters
themselves. Credit has to go to
ULMS for bringing life to this in-
credible soundtrack. Ultimately
it was a hugely enjoyable show
that offered both hilarious and
heart-felt moments. At the end
of the two acts you could feel the

sincere emotional silence from the
audience; partially explained by
having just watched their friends
murdered on stage. Taking on a
musical as iconic and complex as
this took huge bravery from all
participants but their commit-
ment paid off in what was a truly
wonderful performance. It was a
confident and self-assured pro-
duction, which drifted from its
source material enough to provide
a unique perspective on this clas-
sic musical.

One of the film’s strongest points
is the wonderful aesthetic it man-
aged to create and credit for that
must go to the wardrobe, set de-
sign, and lighting as well as the
actors’ very natural performanc-
es. They truly created the sense
that this was 1950’s New York.
The show was not without faults,
however. At times the choreogra-
phy was messy, particularly at the
start as the performers (rather un-
derstandably for opening night)
took a while to find their rhythm.
At times the show lacked energy,

notably during the song ‘Cool’ as
the entire performance seemed to
slow to an unnatural pace. And of
course, opening nights inevitably
feature a few small mistakes, but
West Side Story managed to avoid
anything too jarring. These issues
were, in reality, very insignificant.
By the standards of a university
production, this was an extremely
professional performance.

I am reluctant to give special
praise to certain cast members
as the quality of the cast overall
was incredibly high. Jamie Steele
(Tony) and Molly Hirst (Maria)
were inevitably the stars of the
show, their natural chemistry and
powerful voices drew the audience
into their classic love story. Abbie
Jones (Anita), however, threat-
ened to steal the show with an
incredible performance that, just
the like the show itself, balanced
quick witted humour with heart-
felt emotion. She led the group of
Puerto Rican girls who managed
to live up to the name of two of the
show’s best known songs: ‘Ameri-

ca’ and ‘Feel Pretty’. While the mu-
sical naturally lends itself to chem-
istry between Tony and Maria, Riff
(played by Callum Berridge) and
Bernardo (played Mazdak Kamy-
ab), the leaders of the Jets and the
Sharks respectively, had one of
the more fascinating relationships
on stage, which developed into a

real sense of tension towards the
end of the first act. This is down to
their fantastic performances.

Overall another incredibly strong
showing from LUTG, that is a tes-
tament to the quality of the people
involved. Congratulations to all
those involved in the show.

Review: Your Country Called...

CRISTINA SPOIALA

A concoction of politics, family
stories and confusion made up the
play Your Country Called... And It
Wants You Back which was staged
for three performances at the end
of week 1 at the Dukes Theatre.
The piece was put on by the teen-
age cast of The Dukes Young Ac-
tors & The Dukes Young Compa-

ny. It was a huge set up of around
30 actors, some too young to vote.
The latter point is of importance
as the play is set in the present
time; “two weeks away from the
general elections”, as they ex-
citingly uttered during the play.
While this political theme is very
current, which was refreshing, the
play did lack a particular vigour in
attempting to challenge the con-

troversial issues regarding politics.

The setup of the play was around
short stories relating to the UK
such as a family with children
about to start university in Lan-
caster, a local MP trying to bring
about change and people who
have immigrated to the UK. The
big challenge of exposing the
hardship faced by many in de-
ciding who to vote and why, was
given through quick snippets
of these people’s lives. We were
shown a range of scenarios which
took place in different parts of the
country. These were changed by
the ensemble into living rooms, of-
fices, streets and even a boat. This
in itself was powerful as it cap-
tured how politics is relevant to all
regardless from where people are.
However, the issue with this is that
not enough time was given to real-
ly explore one theme in detail.

The ensemble worked really well
in creating scenes with their own
bodies, by walking around the
space, with the use of suitcases,
to create monsters in nightmare
scenes and to use in scenes where

there were no other props. The
suitcases particularly, which were
old looking of various colours,
were a brilliant choice in repre-
senting the migration of different
people, and all their possessions
fitting in such a small space. Most
movingly they were used in the
scene which represented the dark-
est side of emigration. This was
the boat scene, which depicted the
tight spaces people are willing to
put themselves in, as it is the only
way they can escape their country
and seek refuge somewhere else.
The actors had some of the suit-
cases opened across the floor and
then they lay in them in a state
of sleep. To start with only one
boy spoke out, describing how he
felt- dehydrated, tired and almost
inhuman for having to risk his life
so in hope of finding a safer place
to live. Not only did this story
clash against the scenes involving
UKIP supporters and the racist
violence against minorities, but it
was emphasised when taking into
account the recent death of over
1,000 immigrants at sea.

The play was not all as dark, as it
managed to be thought provoking
through the satirical investigation
of politics. This was achieved by
showing the politicians in par-

liament and the farcical manner
in which they debate. In the af-
ter-talk the actors expressed their
amazement at how unprofessional
politicians act and how this mak-
ing them less trustworthy. Anoth-
er actress added that she was also
unpleasantly surprised that voting
choices are sometimes down to
“the influence of friends and fam-
ily members.” The play depicted
the confusion young people feel
when listening to politics in their
country.

Your Country Called was as much a
play about politics as it was of the
psychology of politics. How can
young people engage more in this?
Through scratching the surface of
some of the most debated topics
in our culture, the play is much
more aimed at young people start-
ing to understand or get involved
in the daunting task of voting. As
admitted by one of the actors “It is
all just very confusing, there are so
many factors to take into account.
I have a pretty cynical view; the
country is in a bit of a mess.” And
so while politicians have created a
distance between themselves and
their young people, this play of-
fered an insight into simply how
hard it is for young people to care
more about voting.
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Soundtracks to
your studies

ANDREW GODDARD
¥ @ANXIMUSIC

Each of us have rituals when revi-
sion rears its ugly head. Some of
us need to be in the perfect space
(such as the reading room), and
some of us only work at night.
For many, however, the perfect
soundtrack is required, to motivate
and energise, or to craft an illusion
of tranquillity. In this article, a
few soundtracks will be suggest-
ed that you may have not thought
of, to help you bust through your
revision over the next couple of
months.

Ori and the Blind Forest

This adventure platformer game
boasts one of the best soundtracks
of the year, accompanying a beau-
tiful, fantastical visual palette. The
game itself has received incredi-
bly positive reviews (an aggregate
score of 89/100 on Metacritic), and
this is partially due to its ethereal
aesthetic, helped in part by Gareth
Coker’s beautiful score. Whilst
many fantasy video games do
feature lush soundtracks (such as
Final Fantasy XIII), this one in par-
ticular works for studying as the
timbres used across tracks remain
relatively consistent. Available on
Spotify and YouTube.

House of Cards

American political dramas don’t
get much better than House
of Cards, the haunting
soundtrack provides a suitable
backdrop for studying. From the
driving opening credits theme to
minimal tracks such as Peter and
Christina, Jeff Beal’s soundtrack
showcases how much diversity can
be squeezed from a high budget
musical production. Whilst the

and

MUSIC FROM THE NETFLIX ORIGINAL SERIES

MUSIC BY

JEFF BEAL

overall melancholic tone may not
be to everyone’s taste, the variety
of tracks on offer ensure that most
people will find some value within
this collection. Seasons 1 & 2 avail-
able on Spotify, iTunes and other
digital retailers.

(500) Days of Summer

To be clear, were not talking
about the soundtrack (featuring
The Smiths and Regina Spektor)
but the motion picture score com-
posed by Mychael Danna and Rob
Simonsen. If you have seen the
film, you probably didn’t notice
the underscoring take place, and
that is the exact intention of this
soundtrack, to gently accompany
the storytelling without taking
precedence and distracting the au-
dience. This is achieved through
its simple recurring themes and
minimal instrumentation, and is
ideal for establishing a calming
study-space. Available on Spotify,
iTunes and other digital retailers.

Usagi Drop

This anime soundtrack is prob-
ably the least well known from
this selection of music, but it is
definitely one you should be lis-
tening to. Usagi Drop focuses on
the relationship between father
and daughter, in a cute slice-of-
life story and it is definitely worth
a watch, if you can find it online.
However, the first thing that one
notices when watching the show
is how gorgeous the music is, and
it stands out amongst other ani-
me soundtracks due to Masashi
Hamauzu’s high quality of produc-
tion. Available on YouTube.

Rayman Legends

Anyone who has played Rayman
Legends (or Rayman Origins) will
be able to vouch for the delightful
insanity of this game. Produced by
UbiSoft Montpellier, Rayman Leg-
ends was crafted with the intention
of being artistically stimulating as
well as hilarious and entertaining.
Be warned: this soundtrack is in-
credibly hyperactive, featuring or-
chestral rushes, squeaky choruses
and Latin American themed num-
bers, all created by Christophe
Héral and Billy Martin. Available
on Spotify, iTunes and other dig-
ital retailers.

Review: Avengers -
Age ol Ultron

RORY MELLON

In many ways Avengers: Age of Ul-
tron has the hardest task of any
Marvel film to date, even harder
than Guardians of the Galaxy hav-
ing to sell us on a talking raccoon
and a humanoid tree. The first
Avengers was so exciting because
there had never been anything
like it before, an ambitious project
years in making and the culmina-
tion of five lead in movies.

The novelty of seeing Earth’s
Mightiest Heroes on the silver
screen together has worn off
somewhat meaning this sequel
needs to bring something new to
the table in order to live up to the
mountain of expectation. Taken as
a standalone film this is easily one
of the best superhero movies ever
made, however when you consid-
er its place with the interconnect-
ed Marvel Cinematic Universe it’s
an almost underwhelming way to
finish off the series’ second phase.

The last Captain America movie
advanced the overarching narra-
tive far more, at times this second
outing for the Avengers feels very
self-contained it’s only really the
film’s mid credits scene (side note:
there is no post credits scene) that
actually contributes to the MCU
and even that is just reiterating
events we already knew had tran-
spired. Age of Ultron is perhaps
being a little generous, ‘Week of
Ultron’ might have better fitted the
quality of this latest Marvel villain.
The trailers presented this Frank-
enstein-like creation as a suitably
threatening and imitating oppo-
nent for such a powerful team of
heroes but in reality Ultron is, not
quite dull, but certainly lacking.

James Spader does a respectable
job voicing the titular villain, but
his distinctive voice can be distract-
ing at times. The biggest criticism
that can be levelled against the
MCU is probably the real lack of
worthwhile villains, unfortunately
Ultron is another underwhelming
foe in a franchise filled with them.
The whole team is back, including
a few new addition, but the one
member who really gets to shine

this time round is Hawkeye. The
almost whipping boy of the first
movie is given a much more sub-
stantial role, something that Jere-
my Renner apparently demanded,
and overall it’s a welcome change.
It’s Scarlett Johansson’s Black Wid-
ow who perhaps gets the short end
of the stick aside from a rather so-
so romantic sub plot with the Hulk
she doesn’t get to do a whole lot.

Captain America and Iron Man
once again take centre stage, there
is plenty of tension between the
pair clearly building up to their
confrontation in next year’s Civil
War. Robert Downey Jr. has a lot
of sway with the studio execu-
tives, more than they’d probably
like, for good reason though he
remains the perfect Tony Stark
effortlessly cool and brilliantly
sarcastic. Chris Evans continues
to be a compelling leader of the
team and it’s always fun to see Cap
throw his shield around.

The Hulk was sort of the unex-
pected standout of the first Aveng-
ers movie, I think even Marvel
were surprised with how well he
was received. The lack of a stan-
dalone Hulk movie since means it
has been a while since we last got
to see the big green guy, resulting
in once again the Hulk being a
highlight. The much anticipated
showdown between the Hulk and
Iron Man (in a special Hulk-Buster
suit) is worth the price of admis-
sion alone. Also Thor is around
too, and he continues to be pretty
bland but at least he has a few de-
cently funny one liners.

Speaking of one liners, there is
plenty of comedy on offer. The
team dynamic really helps sell the
whole thing, the banter between
the group is one of the single best
components of the film. The first
action sequence features a bril-
liant exchange between Iron Man
and Captain America that is called
back to throughout the rest of the
movie in hilarious ways. This co-
medic aspect definitely helps be-
cause narratively Age of Ultron is
very similar to the original really
lacking anything that hasn’t been
seen before in previous MCU
films, its not a bad yarn being

spun but it’d be nice to see a slight-
ly fresher plot in the next Avengers
film.

There are a couple of new addi-
tions to the team as well in the
form of Scarlet Witch and Quick-
silver. After Evan Peters’ portrayal
of Quicksilver in X-Men: Days of
Future Past Aaron Taylor-Johnson
had a tough task ahead of him but
he manages to differentiate him-
self enough and his super speed
power leads to some visually im-
pressive action moments.

Elizabeth Olsen fairs less well,
some of her line delivery is a little
off and Scarlet Witch just doesn’t
ever manage to be particular-
ly interesting. These two super
powered twins aren’t really given
much backstory but they feature
in enough enjoyable action scenes
to make them worthwhile addi-
tions.

Much like the first Avengers film
the second the credits started roll-
ing I was desperate to watch the
whole thing all over again, there
are very few films that can match
Age of Ultron in terms of simple un-
adulterated fun. If the Marvel Cin-
ematic Universe is the Star Wars of
this generation then Avengers: Age
of Ultron is The Empire Strikes Back,
being an often familiar continua-
tion of its predecessor but adding
just enough new elements to keep
things joyously thrilling.
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Employ us for our skills, not our lipstick

EBONY ROOME

They will only employ you if you
wear lipstick.

Many women like to make an ef-
fort with their appearance, and I
am sure many guys do too. Wheth-
er this be running a brush through
our hair before we rush out the
door or going for all out mascara
and green eyeliner, we rarely leave
the house with the just-rolled-out-
of-bed look. Everyone knows ste-
reotypically women do care about
their looks. However, does this
really give employers the right to
judge our capabilities by our ap-
pearance?

Gone are the days when job appli-
cations requested a pretty photo
alongside your CV. This had been
in hope of ridding employers of
those nasty judgmental vibes that
discriminated between female
candidates over how perfect their
pout was. Yet, even with applica-
tion styles such as this abolished,
society still defines working wom-
en in terms of their appearance.
Even social media labels women
this way; Facebook pages flash im-
ages of ‘the most beautiful female
soldiers’ or the ‘sexiest police-
women’. But we don't want to be
classified by how gorgeous we are;
we want to be seen as the soldiers
who battle for our country or the
policewomen who catch the crim-
inals. The question is why bother

glugging Red Bulls to cram before
an exam, why stress over com-
mas in references and why work
so hard for a degree when we are
only judged by our newly high-
lighted hair?

Employers, both male and female,
have always taken appearance into
consideration. New York Univer-
sity discovered that an increase in
women’s body weight resulted in a
“decline in her occupational pres-
tige” meaning the chunkier we
are the less likely we will get that
promotion. Further studies into
the link between a female’s profes-
sional success and her glamorous
looks were looked into by the New
York Times in 2011. They stated
that when a woman increases the
make-up she wears, as long as not
overdoing it, she also increases her
likeability, trustworthiness and
generally appears more compe-
tent within the workplace.

The NY Times went on to discuss
how certain choices in make-up
can help a woman to come across
differently when at work. For ex-
ample, a darker lip colour can give
the intimidating big-boss impres-
sion while a softer, lighter look
makes a woman more approach-
able, benefiting in roles such as a
teacher or a psychiatrist. Basically,
it stated that mastering beauty will
get you what you want.

So, maybe we should accept it; we

will only get where we want to be
in life if we doll ourselves up, diet
and perfect our hair style daily?

No, we will not. Make-up is bril-
liant; it allows us to try out differ-
ent looks out and often boosts con-
fidence. It can intensify our eyes or
dye our lips; we can even make our
self more tanned if we want to! But
that by no means should establish
make-up as necessary for women
to succeed.

There are millions of successful

S

women in the world, past, pres-
ent and future. There was Marga-
ret Thatcher, Rosa Parks, Eleanor
Roosevelt, Mother Teresa and so
many more. Do you honestly think
that Amelia Earhart was applying
her lipstick just before getting into
that plane? Nope, she was too con-
cerned with making history! The
fact is employers should not judge
anyone by their appearance male
or female. We dont want to be
awarded the job because our eye-
brows are more precisely plucked
than the other candidate. We are

& Aveda Corporation

brilliant on the inside as well
as out, and we are proud of our
achievements. We are intelligent,
passionate and quick thinking; if
we are good looking on top of that
it should be a bonus.

Some are born liking make-up,
some reach for make-up and
some have make-up thrust upon
them. But this doesn’t matters; we
should get the job because of our
first class degree and not our first
class lippy.

Keepin

We all need people in our lives;
people who we care about and
who we can care about in return.
Whether this means friends, fam-
ily, or a significant other, we all
need people in our lives — even if
it’s just to say a well meaning ‘hel-
lo’ as we enter a lecture. Although
social convention dictates that we
will be decent to those who we
encounter on a daily basis (even
if some are a tad insufferable), we
do, generally, get to choose the
people we bring into our lives on
purpose. These are the people
who we don't just talk to, but we
share out fears and dreams with,
the people who we will happily

your eyes open

pick up off the floor of Sugarhouse
(providing they’re not stuck there,
of course!). And we might expect
to find them in certain place. But
if you have a look around once in
a while, you might find a friend in
the place you least expect.

When we choose our friends we
seem to adhere to a sort of unspo-
ken rule. We should, in theory,
choose people with similar inter-
ests. We will have plenty in com-
mon, be on the same page — it’s a
great plan, but a very boring one.
University is one of the best places
for meeting people who aren't like
us because they have come from
different walks of life, different
countries, and have different in-

terests. The thought of striking up
a conversation with someone you
don’t have anything in common
with might be scary, but it’s one of
the best thing you can do. By talk-
ing to someone who is a little bit
different from you, you can enrich
each other’s perspectives on the
world and make friends for life.

But it’s not just differing opinions
that can make a great friendship.
At uni you may be forced to com-
plete the infamous group project
with someone you don’t know.
But that’s half the fun of univer-
sity: meeting people and learning
to get along and learning about
one another. The people on your
course will have at least one mu-

for new

tual interest with you, and the
chances are that they can teach
you something you didn’t know
about that subject. While it can be
a pain spending time with people
you may not see eye to eye with, it
encourages you to find a middle
ground and will help you to be-
come a well-rounded person at the
end of it all.

Next up, I want to look at friends of
convenience. This sounds some-
what crass but in reality, especially
in a university environment, you
can get stuck with the people you
are supposed to make friends with
(your flatmates from first year).
What I propose is that you re-
member that everyone you talk to

riends

doesn’t have to be a friend for life.
At uni it’s totally acceptable to talk
to people when youre drunk and
then never talk to them again. Not
everyone has to be a friend for life,
but the memories of random and
largely drunken chats about the
meaning of life are memories that
will stay with you!

To quote the legendary Mr Gump,
‘life is like a box of chocolates, you
never know what youre gonna
get’. 'm not saying disregard your
friends at the moment, they might
be great and perfect for you. All
I'm saying is open your eyes once
in a while and you might just find
the unexpected gem.
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Introvert or
extrovert?

EMILY BIRKETT

Introversion and extroversion is
something I'm almost fascinated
by. Mostly because I think about
it a lot in relation to myself and
how my personality shifts, that
I tend to dip into both categories
numerous times a day. There’s a
common misconception between
personality types, and many peo-
ple cross them over like they are
the same thing. Almost all are in-
terlinked but just because youre
an introvert doesn’t mean you are
necessarily shy and just because
youre shy doesn’t mean you can’t
be an extrovert. Surprisingly, you
can even be an introvert and an
extrovert. It wasn’t until I read
‘Quiet’ by Susan Cain that I be-
gan to understand this, as she
explains her experience with the
personality types. I'd spent my
entire childhood wondering why
people would label me as an ex-
trovert, outgoing and confident
when deep down I preferred to
spend time by myself rather than
with other people. It really did
baffle me. I turned down parties
and sleepovers and I wondered if
I was creating an impression that I
didn’t want to spend time with the
people that were inviting me. To
an outside perspective, this may
seem offensive but the main rea-
son was simply that I preferred be-
ing in my own company, especially
when I spent so much time being
surrounded by people in school
and naturally, I enjoyed pottering
on by myself. By creating that im-
pression, I can only assume my in-
vitations decreased due to people
assuming I didn’t want to attend.
My offers had descended so much
that by the time I got into sixth
form, I pretty much got invited no-
where. However, I guess you could
say that it serves me right. Grow-
ing up, I confess, it bothered me
but by the time I'd turned 18, I'd
completely accepted my predomi-
nantly introverted self so much so
that I didn’t care.

I've had a few conversations in my
time with people who are extro-
verts who don’t understand why
anyone would want to spent time
alone. They kind of thrive off be-
ing in social situations. When you
see people walking on their own

it’s easy to pinpoint the reason why
being due to loneliness. However,
I can personally say that everyday
I make the conscious decision to
go places on my own accord. On
the contrary, although I am in
complete acceptance of having a
small friend group and spending
the majority of my time in my own
company, loneliness still hits like a
ton of bricks and sometimes when
I'm not expecting it. I confess, I
still find it difficult to manage even
though I have mastered the act of
being alone. How do I manage it?
Well I still feel I'm getting to grips
with that. Previously, it involved
watching TV through Skype with
my parents at home for which
they would place the iPad down
on a chair facing the screen and
would turn the volume up to a
maximum so I could hear. But re-
cently, I've been enjoying a night
out just as much as I enjoy having
an early night and therefore I cater
for my introverted days and my ex-
troverted ones.

It’s easy to classify being introvert-
ed as a flaw, especially when you
walk past a large group of extro-
verts all cracking jokes and then
you do begin to question why you
walk by yourself. At least I do and
then I realise that I enjoy walking
by myself but it’s easy to get brain-
washed and want things you can’t
have. When actually, having traits
of an introvert is just as important
as having extroverted ones. And I
truly believe everyone has a blend
of the two, even if youre convinced
you are an out and out extrovert or
a fully equipped introvert.

Whether people like to admit to
it or not, loneliness will factor in
at university while your timeta-
ble doesn’'t match up with your
friends unlike school where there
would be a cluster of people not
able to walk to lessons by them-
selves. In my opinion, it’s all about
managing your loneliness and
actually working it to your advan-
tage. When loneliness hits, I am
as productive as I can be with my
alone time, completing work or
doing exercise, things that better
yourself instead of sitting there
feeling sorry for yourself until you
meet up with a friend to go to a
lecture an hour later.

Social media:
really need to

7K

SAMMIE CAINE HEAD OF PHOTOGRAPHY

With social media’s growing role
in our lives, every day we see de-
tails of reunions with old friends,
new-born babies, and trips for a
“cheeky Nando’s” strewn across
our newsfeeds, but is this hinting
towards a growing problem of our
need to ‘over-share’?

I'm not going to preach about how
awful it is to share details of your
life on social media, I am by no
means innocent of it, but there’s
a fine line between what to share
with your friends list and what
not to, and there can even be some
dangers in sharing just that bit too
much with your friend-lists and
followers...

As we look towards having to in-
evitably enter the ‘real world ‘once
we finish our degrees, there’s the
constant reminder to be care-

ful about what details you share
online and what you say about
certain individuals, or else you
run the risk of potential employ-
ers seeing it. (So maybe it’s best
to think twice about tweeting
that bitchy comment about that
one group member who did f-all
in your group project — after all,
‘team-player’ is right up there on
your CV, am I right?)

According to a poll in The Tele-
graph, approximately “one in ten
British holidaymakers share de-
tails about the length and loca-
tion of their trip before heading
abroad.” While going on holiday
is an exciting thing (and it’s kind
of fun bragging about it too), the
same survey from The Telegraph
also found that around 8% of these
holidaymakers had then returned
to find their home had been bur-
gled whilst they were away. Recent
years have seen a growth in the use

do we

know?

Pakab Sakhar

of social media to identify when
homes will be empty, and this
kind of ‘over-sharing’ on social
media only assists this further.

However, there’s no denying that
social media can also play a very
positive part in modern life, be
it thanks to its ability to allow us
to communicate with family and
friends living on the other side of
the world, or to see news events
unfold in real time.

So when it comes to social me-
dia it seems it’s the kind of shar-
ing that we do rather than the
amount (although all in moder-
ation of course, no one wants to
be that person flooding friends’
newsfeeds with meaningless
posts). Perhaps I'll give it a second
thought the next time I go to up-
load a photo of the view from my
hotel room to Instagram...

23



Bucket lists: what will be on yours?

EBONY ROOME

“A thousand people were asked,
if they could know in advance,
would they want to know the exact
day of their death? Ninety-six per-
cent of them said no.”

The 2007 hit film ‘“The Bucket List’
begins by stating this figure. The
majority of us have no idea when
we will die and most of us do not
want to know. Yet the creation of
a bucket list is becoming a bit of a
craze. It seems as though our lives
have only just begun; the majority
of us have just started to live alone,
earn our own money, and make
decisions for ourselves. So why
not start planning for our own fu-
ture?

A bucket list is a place for all of
your dreams and wants in life. It
provides us with the opportunity
to challenge ourselves, to make
ourselves think ‘you know what
I really do want to clamber to the
top of Kilimanjaro’, and begin to
make plans for a way to actually
achieve goals that aren't just relat-
ed to a career path or qualification.
Commonly, when people are

asked to make a bucket list they
jump for the obvious: they choose
skydiving or swimming with
sharks - the dangerous alterna-
tives to everyday life. Celebrities
claim to have created their own
bucket lists. Cameron Diaz on The
Tonight Show revealed that she
is already beginning to complete
hers, starting with jumping out of
an airplane and riding an elephant
bareback! Nevertheless, although
such a list forces you to consider
what do you really want from life
- do you want to visit Niagara Falls,
do you want to learn to use sign
language? - creating your bucket
list should be effortless. It’s only
noting down your desires, after all.

What you decide on doesn’t neces-
sarily have to be the thrill seeking,
and certainly shouldn’t be imper-
sonal. Websites such as bucketlist.
org are full of the common bucket
list goals but make it your own.
Whether that is running a mar-
athon to raise money for a chari-
ty close to your heart, refusing to
eat chocolate for a week just to
prove you can, or simply aiming
to make a stranger laugh. There
is no need to make you list full of

extravagant or complicated activi-
ties all you need to do is ask your-
self what makes you happy, where
you would like to visit, and what
do you feel you must achieve be-
fore you die. It is an opportunity
for you to put down the shopping
bags, stop writing that essay, de-
lay washing the pots and discover
what it is you wish to accomplish.

However, the bucket list isn’t just a
pile of wishes that you have been
putting off, or worse a compilation
of all the things you know you will
never in fact do. It is also not di-
minishing your life into a checklist
of achievements.

Your bucket list should be, in a
sense, enlightening of what your
current and future life could en-
compass. A bucket list is not some-
thing to hide behind. You don't
want it to become a ‘something I'll
do one day’ list but instead a ‘what
shall I do next’ list. It should in no
way be a competition either as it is
an entirely personal area of your
life. It cannot be judged and can
include whatever you want it to
(although a trip to the moon may
be pushing it).

If you could do anything right now
what would you want to do? If you
were to die tomorrow what would
you regret not having done? These
questions open up your mind to
all the desires you have, what you

Brian Griffiths '

want to see, do, feel, taste, and wit-
ness. And, by scribbling them all
down onto a list you can ensure
that they are never forgotten. All
the list will do is enable you to
start to achieve all of your wishes.

The future is all yours...

BRYONY SEAGER COMMENT EDITOR
¥ @BEINGBRYONY

We're sometimes told that we’re
our own worst enemy, and some-
times this can be true. I've often
said to myself that I'd do some-

John Schultz

thing later, or put something off
because I thought I perhaps had
better things to do. More often,
though, if we actually pulled our
fingers out and got on with what
we were supposed to be doing in
the first place, the feeling of ac-

complishment is a much bigger
high than the apathy and rising
panic might bring.

Someone much wiser than me
once told us that if we’re able to
get past ourselves then we can ac-
complish great things. Sounds like
a pretty daunting goal from where
I'm standing. A way to break it
down and make it more manage-
able is through goal setting. Then,
once something is achieved, it
gives us that high and that rush
of actually getting something
done. Everyone has felt the relief
of pushing an essay through the
slot on the submission box and
hearing it thunk to the bottom. It’s
done, it’s out of your hair, and the
stress is over.

Goals don’t have to be overarching
and huge; they can be broken down
to make it even more manageable.
A sports psychologist once told me
that, particularly when it comes to
fitness goals, breaking it down into

daily, monthly and yearly goals
can be helpful.

This, of course, can be applied to
things outside of fitness and given
a broader scope. Whether it be ca-
reer goals or degree goals, things
can be made all the more manage-
able by making bite size chunks
out of what has to be done. With
fitness, for example, a goal could
be to make sure that this week you
go the gym four times or follow a
proper nutrition scheme.

Another for me was to do with re-
vision. During the week I wanted
to make sure I was doing at least
six hours a day, and I know I work
best in the morning, so I made the
decision that I would make the
concerted effort to get to the li-
brary by eight in the morning and
work until early afternoon. This of
course means I have to get my lazy
behind out of bed at some godfor-
saken hour of the morning, some-

thing which I dont particularly
relish when my alarm goes off. It is
better for me though and that feel-
ing of accomplishment I get at 2
in the afternoon, knowing that all
that work has been done already
feels pretty special.

I'm not advocating that every little
minute of your time needs to be
diced up to ensure you're perform-
ing at your best, but if you're busy
and have a lot asked of you, most
of the time it’s a necessary evil —
might as well get something out of
it for yourself as well, right? There
is a flip side to this coin; if youre
strong with your timekeeping and
self control then more often it
leaves you with more time to your-
self, to do exactly what you want,
whether that be to sleep (some-
times that’s all you want to do!), or
just veg out and watch TV.

Goal setting can be boring, but
seeing yourself working towards
something can often by much
more rewarding than drifting aim-
lessly, or panicking over last min-
ute deadlines because how they’d
been accomplished hadn’t been
planned for.
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Farewell Gisele...

GEORGIA SHEPHEARD FASHION EDITOR

Whilst models come and go, there
are some that refuse to budge,
soaring from success to success
and cover to catwalk. Who am
I talking about? Why the thirty
four year old supermodel, Gisele
Bundchen. After an incredible two
decades of modelling and a career
worth an estimated $386 million,
supermodel Gisele has announced
her appearance at Sao Paulo Fash-
ion Week to be her last. Returning
back to where it all started in her
native Brazil, Gisele walked for
the brand Colcci, a Brazilian street
wear label she has supported since
2005, for what was the very last
time. The mother of two young
children and a past Victoria’s Se-
cret model, Gisele is undeniably
one of the most incredible moth-
ers out there, but after what I can
only imagine must have been a

gruelling twenty years, Gisele has
admitted that her body has rather
understandably “asked to stop”.
Though she has vowed to contin-
ue working in the industry on her
own line of lingerie and flip flops
and as the face of Chanel No.5, for
Gisele, the runway is in the past.

Why should you care about Gise-
le’s retirement though? Well
perhaps you shouldn’t, but con-
sidering that fashion shapes our
society, Gisele has been one of
the few to generate change and
progress. Spotted at the age of 14
in a shopping centre, Bundchen
experienced a meteoric rise to in-
ternational supermodel status and
by the age of twenty, she was grac-
ing the covers of magazines world-
wide, playing a huge part in the
shift from waifish models (think
Twiggy and Kate Moss) to strong,
powerful, Amazonian beauties. In

a culture where skinny is celebrat-
ed and models are put under pres-
sure to maintain the unhealthy,
anyone that challenges that gets
a whole lot of love from me. For
Gisele to retire at her body’s re-
quest is admirable and illustrates
what a healthy relationship with
your body really looks like.

There is no doubt the world sup-
ports Gisele too, for she has held
the title of ‘highest paid model in
the world’ since 2002 and is list-
ed in Forbes top 100 most power-
ful women. I think it is fair to say
Gisele has come a long way from
her home in Brazil and whilst she
still looks as incredible as she did
in the nineties, what a timeline
of her career really highlights is
the leaps and bounds fashion has
made!

..And hello Gigi!

GEORGIA SHEPHEARD FASHION EDITOR

As we wave goodbye to Gisele,
naturally we must wave hello to
a new influx of models and this
year, there has been one that has
stood out from the rest, with real
potential to fill Gisele’s shoes. Re-
cently revealed as the new face of
Maybelline, causing a storm at last
month’s fashion week and BFF’s
with Kendall Jenner and Taylor
Swift, Gigi Hadid is the one to
watch.

Starting her career at the age
of just ten with a contract for
GUESS, Gigi has since gone onto
bag several editorials with Sports
[lustrated, American Vogue and
even earned herself a coveted spot
in the 2015 Pirelli calendar; a hotly
anticipated calendar that cannot
be bought but rather is ‘sent’ to a
select few in the industry.

Starring alongside the likes of
Adriana Lima, Joan Smalls and Is-
abeli Fontana, Gigi scored herself
Miss November and is rumoured
to be making her Victoria’s Secret
debut at this November’s annual
lingerie show.

Not only is the nineteen year old
(yeah, we’re a bit depressed about
it too) set to have a long career

ahead of her, she has also bared
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a softer side to her fierce looks by
revealing to her twitter fans her
birthday wish, “food gift cards to
keep in my wallet to give to those
I pass on the streets of NYC and
elsewhere that are in need of a
meal”. Of course it wouldn't be
a heart-warming anecdote if it
didn’t have a happy ending, which
of course it does, for her boyfriend
fulfilled that wish and provided
her with a whole batch of McDon-
ald’s cards for the homeless.

Whilst that is just one of my rea-
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sons to love Gigi, there are many
more. There is simply something
refreshing about her, from her at-
titude to life and staying fit, “Eat
clean to stay fit, have a burger to
stay sane” that seems just that bit
more ‘normal’ than perhaps Gise-
le and Naomi did.

And asked by Vogue who her ‘fa-
vourite living icon’ is she respond-
ed with Beyoncé; the correct an-
swer for a girl after my own heart.

DRESSING FOR...
Spring in Lancaster

Burrs & Berries

ALEXANDRIA DALE

Whether your year has flown by
or Week One seems like a lifetime
ago, third term is finally here and
has brought the sun with it! Sit-
ting on the steps in Alex Square
eating ice cream, or lying on the
grass claiming to be taking notes, I
think we can all agree that campus
in the sunshine is a beautiful sight
and a lovely place to be.

Let’s not forget this is Lancaster
though, and the weather can take
a turn for the worst and send you
running inside at a moments no-
tice. Dressing for spring in Lan-
caster is different to dressing for
spring anywhere else, this is the
season when deciding between
tights or socks can result in a make
or break situation. And with ex-
ams to revise for, there just isn't
time to worry about what to wear.
Thanks to the following guide,
you won't have to!

1. Layering is key for spring. You
want lots of light layers that you
can easily remove when the sun
is high in the sky, but an extra
shirt or cardigan you can throw
on when you end up in the shade.
The layers will keep you covered
in case it starts to rain, but the

lighter fabrics will still allow you
to feel the breeze.

2. Your shoes can easily change
how appropriate your outfit is
for the season. If youre not quite
ready to get your legs out and still
want to wear your jeans, opt for
sandals to lighten up your ensem-
ble. On the other hand, if you're
feeling ready for the beach and
want to wear your new summer
dress now, try pairing it with ankle
boots for an alternative and edgier

look.

3. Sunglasses are encouraged! Not
only do you need to protect your
eyes, sunglasses make everyone
look just a little more glamorous.
Take advantage of the cloudless
skies and make sure you have a
pair of sunglasses on your head,
in your bag, or on your face at all
times!

4. Follow nature’s lead with colour.
Banish your black, navy and dark
grey clothes to the bottom of your
drawer. The flowers have bloomed
in every shade, so make sure your
outfit is just as light and bright.

So there it is, your unofficial ward-
robe rulebook of dressing for
spring in Lancaster. And as for the
tights and socks debate, whatever
you decide with maybe stick the
other in your bag just in case!

A Mar/a Morri
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What to wear this festival season

ALEXANDRIA DALE

Before last summer, I had nev-
er been to a festival. Feeling well
rested and energized, I decided a
bit of fresh air and festival fun may
be the perfect thing to rip me from
the homely comforts I had so en-
joyed basking in since returning
from my first year at Uni. I'd en-
joyed Mum’s home cooked meals
and days spent in bed re-watching
entire seasons of Gossip Girl for
too long. Now, having attended
Chicago’s Lollapalooza, Leeds Fes-
tival and Coachella, I feel I have
gained a new level of understand-
ing on the ins and outs of conven-
tional festival conduct. And ready
for the upcoming festival season,
I'm sharing my thoughts on festi-
val fashion to help you find your
feet, which can be hard to do be-
neath all the mud!

Let’s start at the top. From bandan-
nas to braids, even a girl’s headgear
seems to matter when it comes
to festival fashion. For a flower
crown update, try a bejewelled
headband, something a little more
‘indie’ and a little less ‘hippie’.
Sunglasses that can be scratched,
snapped or forgotten are essential.
In crowds with arms constant-
ly flying in every direction, my
sunglasses were always finding
themselves anywhere other than
my face - most often in the mud
or under the foot of an oblivious
stranger. A topic of debate, bum
bags verses backpacks. I'm not
sure [ appreciate the “fanny-pack”
(American for “bum bag”) fad,
but I decided to embrace it along
with the native Chicago-ans who
reassured me of their perfection:
hands-free allowing for a much
larger range of dance moves and
enables increased crowd weaving
ability over a back pack. One piece
of advice when shopping for your
bum bag, a solid neutral colour is
key. Although a novelty souvenir
item, an American flag print fanny
pack does make it a lot harder to
coordinate a working outfit. With
bum bags more on trend than ever,
it may be something to consider
adding to your festival wardrobe.

This said, at a British festival I
found that the backpack was a
much more convenient option for
our bipolar English weather. With
the sun constantly ducking be-
hind the clouds and the cool night
approaching, I greatly valued the

ability to store layers in my back-
pack. If you do opt for a backpack
over a bum bag, I advise a fabric
that can easily be wiped clean of
mud, such as pleather or vinyl.
I've managed to limit my absolute
festival fashion essentials to just
five items, and when you're trying
to save space packing so as not to
carry the weight equivalent to that
of a grown man around on your
back, I think five is an appropriate
number.

1) Rain Ponchos. Easy enough to
be carried around in your pocket
until that sudden downpour has
you scrambling to get them over
your head. Plus, at the end of the
weekend, you can just throw it
away!

2) An oversized denim jacket. Not
only does it go with everything, it
will be the item of clothing you
wish for when you start getting
cold in your shorts and crop top.

3) Wellies, wellies, wellies! Is an
explanation really necessary?

4) Face paint. For yourself, your
friends, and strangers you meet
along the way. You can successful-
ly add a touch of fun to your fes-
tival look and hide the fact youre
in desperate need of a shower and
facial.

Alexandria Dale

5) Duct tape. It’s not just useful
for fixing tent rips (although I use
the term “fix” very lightly there)
- it can also cover holes in your
wellies, help hold up sticky bras
which have a tendency to slip in
the middle of a mosh pit, and if
wrapped around your feet can pre-
vent blisters forming.

Finally, a few other tips for you;
white is never a good idea if you
want said item of clothing to still
be white at the end of the day.
Check your outfits for comfort
before you leave — high waisted
shorts that ride up can not only
be uncomfortable but they can
also be painful, not to mention
they often attract the wrong kind
of attention from everyone’s least
favourite wasted oldies that can’t
seem to stay away from the festival
scene. And dungarees, rompers
and one pieces leotards, although
cute, make going to the toilet that
much harder.

If you haven't at least thought
about any festivals yet for this
summer, what are you waiting
for?! You need something to look
forward to after exams are finally
over, and hopefully thanks to the
above, your festival wardrobe is al-
ready sorted!

Max Factors Marilyn

ANNABELLE BRITTLE

In their most recent campaign,
Max Factor has transformed
model Candice Swanepoel into
Marilyn Monroe. This comes a
few months after Max Factor an-
nounced in January that the late
film star was to become their
new global glamour ambassador,
showing that her timeless look
will never go out of style. In the
campaign photos, Candice looks
incredibly similar to Marilyn
with her platinum-blonde curls,
winged eyeliner, strongly defined
brows and blood red lipstick.

However, this strikes me as some-
what odd. Whilst the Marilyn
‘look’ is certainly iconic and is, for
many people, synonymous with
beauty and sophistication, I feel
Max Factor are sending a confus-
ing message to their twenty-first
century customers. The later years
of Marilyn’s life were arguably
tragic; marked by illness, person-
al problems, reported depression
and ultimately, suicide. She was an
undoubtedly talented woman, but
is more commonly remembered
for her ‘sex symbol’ status than
acting credentials or personality.
It seems somewhat superficial and
unjust to ignore her career and
troubled past by simply heralding
her as a beauty icon. And let’s not

forget that she reached the peak of
her fame in the 1950s; a time when
women had significantly few-
er rights and opportunities than
they do today, so a nostalgic trip
down memory lane might not be
the best bet for Max Factor newest
campaign.

I expected Max Factor to take in-
spiration from Marilyn’s classic
look but give it a modern twist,
instead of turning Candice into
a carbon-copy of the Hollywood
star. So, instead of telling you how
to ‘get the look’ of Ms. Monroe, I
ask you to take to heart one of her
most enduring traits, her confi-
dence, and use that to inspire you.
Wear a lot of makeup if you want
to, and ignore people who say
you're trying too hard.

Wear no makeup at all if you'd
rather, and feel good about the
skin you're in. Ironically, a red lip-
stick can boost your confidence
massively, so wear it loud and
proud if that’s your thing. And as
Marilyn once said, “Imperfection
is beauty, madness is genius and
it’s better to be absolutely ridicu-
lous than absolutely boring,” so
you can bet she’d encourage you
to dress, act and look exactly how
you want to.
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SPINESPOTTER - ROSES EDITION

Showcasing not only the most stylish students but all those who have made an effort to
stand out from the crowd (even if they are only visiting Greggs).

b i 5 #
Jacob Lawton & Joel Smith
Lancaster
Course:
Jacob: History
Joel: English Language
Supporting:
Bailrigg commentators for boxing and
badminton
Favourite shop?
New Look

Tom, Sam, Sam, & Alice
Lancaster

Supporting:

Hockey and netball

Becky Bannister & Jo Grover

York

Course:

Becky: Law Alex & Becky
Jo: Law Lancaster
Supporting: Supporting:
Squash and cheerleading LUDANS
Sports icon: Sports icons:

Molly & Louise

Lancaster

Course:

Molly: Marketing & Design
Louise: Art

Supporting:

Pole fitness & lacrosse
Sports icon:

Jessica Ennis-Hill Andy Murray & David Beckham Bendy Kate

Favourite shop? Favourite shop?
H&M, TK Maxx, vintage charity shops Zara & H&M

~

Tom, Daniella, Zara, Mollie & Abbey

Lancaster

Supporting:

Hockey

Sports icon:

Sebastian Vettel

Story from the weekend?

After spending hours looking for a shower, a group
of York students were kind enough to invite us in to
their flat for showers - shout out to them!

Favourite shop?
“Right now, Greggs because we're
hungover!”

Chris Carter
Lancaster

Course:
Management & IT
Supporting:
Lancaster!
Favourite shop?
Topman
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ummer runnin

ANNA TROGSTAD LIFESTYLE EDITOR

It’s finally summer, and astonish-
ingly Lancaster has seen some
blue skies rather than the usual
grey expanse. It’s good to get out
and swap the running machine
for the road, and a chance to get
to know the city a little more. With
the evenings lasting until past
8pm this time of year you have all
the more reason to sacrifice Netflix
for a jog (okay, maybe not Netflix,
but you get the idea). Here are a
few mid-length routes to get you
inspired.

Starting from Revolution from
the Greaves Road direction, turn
left onto Aldcliffe Road and run
along the canal on the opposite
side to The Waterwitch Pub. Pass
Chancellors Wharf and continue
under the bridge before turning
right onto Cromwell Road. At the
end of the road, go through the
gate and you’ll get onto a path that
winds through fields, eventual-
ly reaching a stream called Lucy
Brook. Run alongside this for two
houses, before turning left onto
another path. Carry on along this
until once again you arrive at Al-
dcliffe Road, where you turn left.

Keep going: there’ll be a foot-
bridge going over the canal on the
right. Cross it, and run (or walk!)
up the hill: there’s a great view at
the top. After running back down,
turn right when you get to the
railway line and then turn left on
to Ashton Road, keeping left and
going past the infirmary, before
arriving back at Revs.

Length: 3 miles. Pro: It doesn't feel
like youre in Lancaster, and you
can see the whole city from the
top of the hill. Con: The hill is very
steep, so it’s a definite challenge on
your legs!

Starting from The Pointer
(Greaves Road roundabout),
run towards the town centre and
down Penny Street. Cut through
Frances Passage (next to Wilkin-
sons) and onto Gage Street until
reaching Dalton Square. Turn
right and then left past the Town
Council, following Nelson Street
up through East Road and onto
Quernmore Road until reaching
the lower entrance to William-
son Park. Jog through Williamson
Park on one of its many pathways,
passing the Ashton Memorial,
until reaching the main entrance
on Wyresdale Road. Upon reach-

ing the junction, cross right onto
Coulston Road and follow until
you reach the centre of Bowerham
and meet Bowerham Road, turn-
ing right. Keep running until you
meet The Pointer once again.

Length: 2.8 miles. Pro: Variation,
as it goes into town and through
Williamson Park so it isn’t just the
same scenery for the whole route.
Con: As it goes through town, the
first bit of the route can get busy
depending on the time of day.

Starting at Booths, cross the road

and run along Ashford Road past
the cemetery. There will be a sign
directing bicycles to the city cen-
tre: follow the sign, turning left
along a small lane before meeting
Ashton Road and going left for
a short while until meeting the
bridge that crosses over Lancas-
ter Canal. Turn right so you get
onto the path that runs alongside
the canal, and jog the route until
meeting Aldcliffe Road. Run the
short distance to the first bridge,
and cross over the canal. Contin-
ue to veer right along Haverbreaks
Road around the perimeter of the

o, happened so fast...

Ed Yourdon-

estate, following the road left and
the slight uphill until getting to the
A588. Turn right, past the beautiful
Jamea Al Kauthar school, eventu-
ally meeting the mini roundabout
where you will turn left onto Cas-
pian Way. Continue on to Ashford
Road to your left, before following
back to the Booths Junction.

Length: 3 miles. Pro: The Canal
is a peaceful escape, and you'll be
amazed at the architecture of the
school. Con: It’s not that interest-
ing running through the residen-
tial area, but it’s only short.

Getting

AMY AMIRA

When you ask any Lancaster Uni-
versity student what they think
about Lancaster, their answers
are almost always more or less the
same. “Lancaster is so boring”,
“There’s nothing to do in Lancas-
ter”, so on and so forth. Most of
the time, we all find ourselves run-
ning to bigger cities like Manches-

ter or Liverpool over the weekend.

WhatI think most of us fail to see is
that there are actually places that
are worth visiting that are close to
Lancaster. Although it lacks that
busy “living in the fast lane” kind
of feel to it, these cities and towns
still boast aesthetic beauty and
even have some interesting places
that you may overlook.

Pointing out the places where you
could visit in Garstang for exam-
ple, a couple of friends and I went

the best

for a Christmas meal at Bellflow-
er, and I must say that I was pret-
ty surprised to find such a cosy
place out there. It is quite easy to
get there as well, there are buses
from outside the University to and
from Garstang. Best of all, a place
that you must visit, is the Walling’s
farm where they serve ice-cream
and there are areas where you
can sit out and enjoy the view and
have a selfie or two with the llamas
and sheep.

Travelling to Kendal by train takes
less than 15 minutes and when
you get there, there is a chocolat-
ier which you may be surprised
with, as they even have a small
café above the shop. It has been
there since 1657, it’s literally called
1657 Chocolate House. I must say
that they have an array of amazing
tasting chocolates and obvious-
ly, the chocolate mint cake: a slab
of mint, coated with chocolate,

out of Lancashire

which I'd like to warn you about.

DO NOT be greedy; just get a
small piece, because you have to
trust me on this one, it’s too sweet.
Another great thing about Ken-
dal is that its town is surprisingly
big and you could do quite a bit
of shopping, with plenty of stores
and places to grab lunch.

Arnside is another great place to
visit if youre into photography
especially as it’'s really calming
and you’ll love the nature and the
view that you get there. While I'm
on the topic, another place to go
to is Windermere, go trekking up
through Orrest Head and voila,
reach the top and you'll get a beau-
tiful view of the lakes. Then, if
you're up for it, walk all the way to
Ambleside by foot: just follow the
main road and on the way, there’s
the Peter Rabbit shop if that takes
your fancy to stop at.

Alternatively you could do some
fun things that they have over
summer at the camps, which you
will pass if youre on foot. When
you reach Ambleside, go for the
ice-cream with the flake! Best deci-
sion ever. If you'd like to go on the
boat, you might as well, but if it’s
too cold, seriously, forget it as it’s
gorgeous even if you're just sitting
by the lake. Oh, and if you're into
baking like I am, they also have a
baking shop right outside the train
station at Windermere.

If youre not too much of going out
on trains, you could always take
the bus to Heysham/Morecambe
and go to the beach, even if just
to go to ASDA to do your grocery
shopping via the 6A. Best make
use of your bus pass right? There’s
another place called Halton: they
have a place that I volunteered at
called The Mill and it is quite a

small place, but it’s amazing how
you feel like you're transported to
some other era, but hey, maybe
that would help you in appreciat-
ing Lancaster? You never know!

Anyway, if all those things still
don’t appeal to you, take a day
out to walk from the Alexandra
Park campus exit to the Forrest of
Bowland. If even that doesn’t take
your fancy, walk to Galgate, a vil-
lage that once again is a nice walk
if you need a break from studying.
Go with friends whatever you do,
and there’s always Lancaster’s own
Ashton Memorial to visit, but don’t
forget: we’re only in a small corner
of the country. Travel via bus is
inexpensive if you want to get out
of Lancashire, but make sure you
don’t dismiss the beautiful land-
scape we have around us in favour
of what might be a longer, poten-
tially more expensive day out.
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Review: The Meeting House

GEORGIA SHEPHEARD FASHION EDITOR

Back in March I had the pleasure
of visiting The Meeting House in
Lancaster to enjoy their mid-week
offer; a three course meal for just
nineteen pound. Despite walking
past the restaurant easily seven
times a week, I had taken little no-
tice of this hidden gem. Situated
on Meeting House Lane opposite
the train station, the darkened res-
taurant merges into the few other
small shops along the roadside
and with little more than fifteen
tables, it is an intimate restaurant,
dimly lit with candles that illumi-
nate the bare stone walls.

The smaller choice of dishes
makes it much easier for indecisive
people like me to make their mind
up. There were even three refresh-
ing vegetarian options that sound-
ed much more exciting than the
usual vegetarian options, I even
contemplated ordering the but-
ternut squash, chickpea and date
tagine myself. In the end though I
opted for the pan fried sea bass on
a bed of chorizo and basil risotto
whilst Jonny, my meat-loving date,
chose the ribeye steak. Though
there were several yummy sound-
ing starters to choose from we be-
gan our meal with a sharing plat-
ter. When it came not only was the
presentation brilliant but the plat-
ter, made up of Parma ham, chori-
zo, a selection of cheese, pate and
crackers, homemade bread, olives,
olive oil and balsamic vinegar, was
all absolutely delicious. I even,
slightly nervously, tasted pate for
the very first time and found it
to be surprisingly good! Spread
on a piece of homemade bread
with their own caramelised onion
‘marmalade’ it was my favourite
part of the platter and proved to
be something I would definitely
order again.

Shortly after this we were present-
ed with our mains and though we
didn’t want to admit it, the platter
had already done a brilliant job at
satisfying our hunger! When my

Georgia Shepheard

sea bass arrived it was cooked to
perfection and the risotto it was
accompanied by was the perfect
partner. With small chunks of
chorizo in, the risotto’s smoky fla-
vour complimented the fresh fish
effortlessly, it was overall a dish I
cannot fault. Whilst I tucked in,
Jonny ploughed his way through
a ginormous plate of steak, chips,
onion rings, mushrooms and
grilled tomatoes. Whilst he con-
quered the steak without a sweat,
the mountain of chips was just too
much for him though.

There was still one more course

to overcome: dessert. I ordered a
classic apple crumble with cus-
tard and Jonny opted for sticky
toffee pudding. When I was little
I used to make apple crumble al-
most every weekend and so, as an
avid crumble connoisseur, I was
anxious to taste theirs. Just like the
two previous courses though, it
was brilliant. The crumble wasn’t
stodgy, undercooked or burnt but
had just a little crunch that was
perfect with the sweet, soft apples
underneath. The sticky toffee was
equally as good, inevitably rich as
it always is but rescued delightful-
ly with ice cream and toffee sauce.

Overall, our experience of The
Meeting House was brilliant. The
staff were welcoming and for a
Tuesday night there was a lovely
atmosphere. The food was incred-
ibly good too and as your average
student with a limited budget, it
was one of the best meals I have
had in Lancaster. Though the
menu is perhaps slightly above
budget at the weekend, I recom-
mend visiting during the week to
make the most of their mid-week
offer. Where else can you get three
courses of delicious food for under
£20? The Meeting House really is
a perfect treat for a birthday or
post-exam celebration, or heck, if
your parents are visiting and offer
to pay, why not take them here for
a guaranteed lovely evening!

Choosing who to travel with: our guide

FIONA POINTS

There are so many ways to travel,
and so many places to go. How-
ever, before all the plans can be
made and the money can be spent,
it is crucial to know who you're go-
ing to travel with. If you're headed
off for some exploration over the
summer or after University, you
may be in discussion with your
friends or a partner: or you may
be psyching up to take the plunge
and travel alone. To help you make
this decision, here’s a quick over-
view of the pros and cons of trav-
elling alone, in a group, or w